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I^EFACE 



This Book, embracing a series of addresses delivered before 
A. P. Hill Camp of Confederate Veterans, of Petersburg, Va., 
has the approval of that organization of ex-Confederate soldiers 
in the following resolution of the camp adopted at its meeting 
on the evening of May 5th, 1892: 

Whereas, The camp has been informed that Comrade Geo. 8. Bernard 
proposes to publish in book form the several addresses which have been 
delivered before the camp and furnished him in writing, with such notes 
and other addenda as he may deem necessary and proper, the book to be 
entitled *'War Talb:s of Confederate Veterans/' and has oflTered 
to share equally with the camp all profits that may come to him from 
the proposed publication, provided the camp will apply the money to 
the purchase and collection of books and other literature relating to the 
late war, for the use of the camp ; therefore, 

Resolvedy My That the camp, having confidence in Comrade Bernard's 
fitness to edit the proposed volume, cordially approves his plan to do so. 

Be8olvedy Bndj That the camp, thanking Comrade Bernard for his oflTer 
to share equally with it his profits to accrue from the publication of the 
book, upon the condition that the camp will apply the money as indica- 
ted in the foregoing preamble, accepts said ofibr and will apply what- 
ever it may receive to the purpose aforesaid. 

The whole matter of this book — the casualties in Pegram's bat- 
tery, Mahone's and Wise's Virginia, Clingman's and Hansom's 
North Carolina, and Saunders' Alabama brigades, at the battle of 
the Crater, which are reproduced from the Petersburg (Va.) Ex- 
press of August 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th, 1864, a few foot-notes, 
and some few words in the text excepted — was published in weekly 
instalments in the Rural Messenger, a weekly paper published in 
Petersburg, Va., the first instalment appearing in its issue of May 
28th, 1892, and the last instalment in its issue of Xoveniber 5th, 
1892. 

An invitation was given in each issue of this journal to all who 
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might see it to aid in eliminating errors and x>erfecting the work, 
this invitation being as follows: 

In the publication of this work every effort has been, and, until it finally 
goes to press, will be made, to secure accuracy of statement, and accord- 
ingly all who may read the weekly instalments ot matter which will 
appear in the Rural Meaaenger are earnestly requested, should any error 
of any kind whatsoever be noticed, to write to the undersigned and call 
his attention thereto, in order that it may be corrected. These errors 
may be of names, dates, statements of facts, or of other character. Very 
thankfully will he receive all help which any kind reader may so render 
towards the end had in view. Particularly will statements of facts or 
incidents which may be within the personal knowledge of a reader be 
received and given place in the form of notes or addenda^ when they 
may serve to elucidate the subject matter of any address. 

Besx)onding to this invitation, and to x)ersonal applications, 
many gentlemen, including several who served in the Federal 
army, and some ladies, kindly furnished a considerable quantity 
of most interesting and valuable matter in the way of personal 
recollections — ^much of it well and graphically narrated — for in- 
cori)oration into the work among the addenda, thereby not only 
placing the undersigned under personal obligations to each and 
all of them, which he hereby acknowledges with many thanks, 
but also placing under obligations to them all who feel an inter- 
est in preserving from oblivion just that class of facts and inci- 
dents which the pages of this book show to have been thus fur- 
nished and which always have a charm not possessed by history 
of the graver character. 

All of the statements so collected have been carefully corrected 
and are believed to be in the main correct. By correspondence 
and i)ersonal interviews with those who made them, great care 
has been taken to eliminate all that was doubtful and to have 
the several statements correct before they were printed in this 
volume, and each statement has the authority of a reputable and 
re6i)onsible sponsor, as has each opinion therein expressed or 
sentiment therein uttered. 

To Mr. Wm. L. Sheppard, of Richmond, Va., for his illustra- 
tion of the incident of Crampton's Gap, described on page 28, 
and to Mr. C. R. Rees, of Petersburg, Va., for his photographic 
views of the Crater, the undersigned is indebted. 

Gr. S, B. 

Petersburg^ Fa., December i, 189S, 
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The seyebal iJ>DBESSES published in this book having been 
printed in the columns of the Rural Messenger j a weekly news- 
paper published in the city of Petersburg, Va., that journal, con- 
temx>oraneously with the apx>earance of each address, published a 
brief biographical sketch of the gentleman who delivered it. 

The sketches so published were as follows: 



J]!^0. M. PILCHEE. 

The subject of this sketch, John M. Pilcher, bom in the city 
of Richmond, Va., July 16, 1841, was educated in that city, 
mainly at the classical school of Mr. L. S. Squire, and at Eich- 
mond College, from which he graduated as a Master of Arts in 
April, 1861. A sufferer at that time from weak eyes, his pro- 
posed enlistment as a volunteer in the Confederate army, by ad- 
vice of his physician, was deferred, and accordingly he taught 
school till July, 1862, when he became a clerk in one of the mil- 
itary hospitals in the city of Eichmond. In September, 1862, 
he was transferred to the office of the medical director. Dr. E. S. 
G^illard, in that city, where he remained till the following May, 
when he enlisted in an artillery company which was a part of 
the Tredegar battalion. In July, 1863, he was appointed ser- 
geant-major of the battalion— the several companies of which, 
with other companies, were formed into the 2nd regiment of lo- 
cal defense troops, with which command Mr. Pilcher served as 
occasion required until the close of the war. 

Whilst in camp young Pilcher frequently preached to his com- 
rades, as he did to other congregations, and, when the war closed, 
looking to his entry into the ministry, whilst conducting a suc- 
cessful business in the city of Eichmond, he preached as a licen- 
tiate. In March, 1868, he organized the Sidney (now Grove 
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Avenue) Baptist church, near Bichmond; in February, 1870, 
was ordained to the full work of the ministry; in 1871 took charge 
of a large and difficult pastorate in Alleghany and Bath counties; 
in 1880 was elected general superintendent of the Sunday School 
and Bible Board of the Baptist Greneral Association of Virginia, 
and came to the city of Petersburg, where he now resides. This 
XX)6ition he still holds. 

In December, 1887, A. P. HiU Camp Confederate Veterans, of 
Petersburg, elected him its first chaplain, and in January, 1890, 
Richmond College conferred on him the honorary degree of doc- 
tor of divinity. — Rural Messenger j May 21^ 1892. 



GEO. S. BERNARD. 

Geo. S. Bernard, bom in Culpeper county, Va., August 27, 
1837, was educated in the city of Petersburg, Va., and at the 
University of Virginia, at which institution he was a student 
the sessions of 1855-'6and 1856-'7. From October, 1857, to June, 
1858, he taught school, and was admitted to the bar in the city 
of Petersburg in June, 1859. 

In April, 1861, being a member of the Petersburg Riflemen, 
he went with his command to Norfolk, Va., on the exi)edition 
made on the evening of April 20, 1861, by the Petersburg bat- 
talion of volunteer companies under Maj. D. A. Weisiger, with 
orders to capture the navy yard at Gosport, and served with the 
Petersburg troox)s until his discharge from the army in the fall 
of 1861, having had a severe si)ell of fever, contracted whilst in 
camp at Norfolk. 

In March, 1862, having recovered his. health, Mr. Bernard re- 
enlisted, this time as a sergeant in the Meherrin Greys, a volun- 
teer company organized in Greensville county, Va., where he had 
taught school for a few weeks, between the middle of January 
and the date of enlistment. With this company he returned to 
Norfolk in April, 1862, and, the company becoming a part of the 
12th Virginia regiment, of G^en. Wm. Mahone's brigade, he 
served with it in the campaign around Richmond, and in the 
Maryland campaign, until wounded and captured in the battle 
of Crampton's G^ap, Maryland, September 14, 1862. 

Returning to his command in April, 1863, now as a member 



xli BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 



of the Petersburg Biflemen, into which he had been transferred, 
he served with this command the remainder of the war, with the 
exception of some six weeks in the summer of 1863, when, be- 
ing a sufferer from his wound received the preceding September, 
he was in the commissary department under Maj. F. B. Scott, at 
Orange Court-House, participating in all of the principal engage- 
ments in which Mahone's brigade took part, and receiving a 
slight wound in the battle of Hatcher's Bun, February 6, 1865. 

At the close of the war, in the fall of 1865, Mr. Bernard was 
employed as local editor of the Petersburg Express, but resumed 
the pra<;tice of his profession in December of that year. In 1870, 
or 1871, and for several years subsequently, he was a member of 
the school board of the city of Petersburg. In 1877 he was 
elected one of the delegates from this city to the General Assem- 
bly, and served three sessions during his term of two years. In 
1881, on the organization of the Norfolk and Western Bailroad 
Company, he was appointed its attorney for this city, and for six 
of the counties through which the road runs, which i>osition he 
still holds. In 1882 he was elected prosecuting attorney for the 
city of Petersburg, and re-elected to the same office in 1884 and 
1886. 

Mr. Bernard has written much for the press on subjects of pub- 
lic interest. In 1885 he published a work on civil service reform, 
entitled ''Civil Service Beform vs. The Sx>oils System." — Eurai 
Messenger J May 28, 1892. 



WM. B. CAMEBON. 

The subject of this sketch was bom in Petersburg, Va., on 
November 19, 1842, attended the schools of Charles Campbell 
and Thomas S. DavidRon in that city, and subsequently was 
two sessions at tbt^ Xoilh Carolina Military Academy at Hills- 
boro. In 1859, v. htTi ])iit a lad, he went west, located in Mis- 
souri, and obtained employment as a clerk on one or more of the 
steamers of the St. Lotus and Memphis Packet Company, and 
was so engaged at the commencement of the civil war in the 
spring of 1861. B(nn.c: present at Camp Jackson with the Mis- 
souri Minute Men when they were captured by Gen. Lyon, he 
escaped in the confusion and left on the last boat that went south. 
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In a few days young Cameron was in Virginia, and rejwrted 
for duty at Norfolk as a member of Capt. John P. May's com- 
pany, the City Guard, of Petersburg, Va., which, upon the or- 
ganization of the 12th Virginia regiment, became Company A 
of that regiment. He had been in camp but a few days when 
he was elected second lieutenant of ('o. D. In May, 1862, he 
was apx>ointed adjutant of the regiment, and was' with the com- 
mand until he received in the battle of Second Manassas a wound 
which disabled him until the following December, when he re- 
I)orted for duty during the battle of Fredericksburg. 

A few days after returning to his command, Lieut. Cameron 
was detailed as brigade-inspector of 3J a heme's brigade, and as 
such served uutil June 1, 1863, when he a^aiu returned to his 
command and served with it in the Cettvshurj^ campaign and 
subsequently until December, 1863, wiien be was commissioned 
as captain in the inspector-general's department, and, being 
assigned to duty with Davis' brigade, f>l Heth's division, served 
in this capacity until the summer of 18^;4, participating in the 
battles from the Wilderness to the Weldon railroad. 

In October, 1864, Capt. Cameron was commissioned as assist- 
ant adjutant-genneral, and in this capacity returned to his old 
brigade (Mahone's), now under the command of Gen. David A. 
Weisiger, and remained with it until it surrendered at Appomat- 
tox Court-House. 

The war ended, Capt. Cameron, located in his native city, read 
law under the direction of Judge Wm. T. Joynes, at the same 
time being engaged as local editor of the Petersburg Index, then 
in the first year of its existence. In the spring of 1866 he re- 
moved to Xorfolk and became the editor of the Norfolk Virginiair, 
but within a few months he was again in Petersburg, now as the 
editor of the Index. In 1870 he edited the Richmond Whi^j and 
later the Richmond Enquirer. But during these eventful years 
Cftpt. Cameron was a conspicuous figure. Instrumental in aid- 
ing to bring about the order of things by which the state was 
rid of threatened c^pet-bag rule, he was a leader of considera- 
ble influence. A supporter of Oovemor Gilbert C. Walker, he 
was a member of his staff with the rank of colonel. 

In 1876 Col. Cameron was elected mayor of his native city, 
and by successive elections held the office until December 31, 1881, 
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when he resigned to become the governor of Virginia, having 
been elected to the office in November, 1881, over M^or John 
W. Daniel. It was said that when Daniel and he canvassed the 
state two such brilliant young men had rarely before met on the 
stump as candidates for any office within the gift of the people. 
On the first of January, 1886, Qov. Cameron retired from office 
and opened a law office in Petersburg, where he quietly pursued 
his profession until the early part of the present year (1892), 
when he removed to Florida. — Rural Messenger, June P, 1892. 



SIMON SEWAED. 

Simon Seward was bom in 1844, in Surry county, Va., near 
James river, and in 1854 came with his parents to Petersburg to 
reside. In his native county and in Petersburg he attended 
school, but early in the war he enlisted in the Confederate army 
as a member of Capt. E. A. Goodwyn's company, 12th Virginia 
Cavalry, and participated with his command in several en- 
gagements, among them those at Brandy Station, Middleburg 
and Ashby's Gap. 

In the summer of 1863, when the regiment was in Maryland 
on its way to Grettysburg, young Seward was captured near Eock- 
ville, Md., and, after being confined six weeks in the Old Capi- 
tal prison, in the city of Washington, was sent to Point Lookout, 
at which place he was a prisoner until the night of December 1, 
1863, when he made his escai)e. 

Eeturning to Petersburg soon after the surrender, Mr. Seward 
began business as a retail grocer, but, soon extending his busi- 
ness, became one of the wholesale grocers of this city. Leaving 
the business of merchandizing, he took hold of that of milling, 
and conducied this business successfully for several years. More 
recently, however, he has been conducting the business of a man- 
ufacturer of trunks and traveling bags, his establishment being 
one of the largest in the South. 

For many years Mr. Seward was a member of the common 
council of Petei*8burg, officiating as chairman of its street com- 
mittee. At this time he is a member of the city school board, 
of which he is the vice-president. — Rural Messenger, July /<?, 1802. 
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JOHN B. TUENEE. 

John B, Turner was bom in Warren county, N. C, September 
6, 1837, and attended school in that county until he was about 
eighteep years of age, when he entered as a clerk the mercantile 
establishment of Cheatham & Moore, of Bidgway, N. C, prom- 
inent merchants of that place. Here he remained until the fall 
of 1859, when he came to Petersburg, Va., and secured a like 
situation with the old dry -goods house of Davis, Abrahams & 
Lyon, of this city, with which firm he remained until January, 
1861, and then became a clerk with Messrs. Peebles, Plummer 
& Co. J wholesale grocers and commission merchants of Peters- 
burg, with whom he was living at the beginning of the war. 

In May, 1861, young Turner enlisted in the Confederate army 
at Norfolk as a member of Company C (Capt. Thos. H. Bond), 
12th Virginia regiment, and in the spring of 1862 was transfer- 
red to the Petersburg Biflemen (Company E ) of the same regiment, 
with which he remained until the close of the war. At the bat- 
tle of Second Manassas he received three wounds, which disabled 
him for service until July, 1863, when he rejoined his command 
at Hagerstown, Md., and served with it continously thereafter 
until wounded at the battle of Burgess' Mill, October 27, 1864. 
From this wound he sufficiently recovered to be able to report 
for duty in March, 1865, when he returned to his company, and 
with it served until it reached Appomattox Court-House, and 
there surrendered his musket — one of the eighteen surrendered 
by the company — he being among those who were in the last line 
of battle formed by the historic Army of Northern Virginia. 

The war ended, Mr. Turner, after spending a few months in 
his native state, returned to Petersburg and again entered into 
mercantile life. After serving as a clerk for several years with 
leading dry -goods houses of the city, in 1875 he entered into bu- 
siness with his old Comrade of the Petersburg Biflemen, W. H. 
Soott, and these two gentlemen for several years conducted busi- 
ness as dry-goods merchants under the firm name of Turner & 
Scott. This firm, however, was dissolved in 1883, and Mr. Tur- 
ner has since carried on a large dry -goods business on his own 
account. He is a member of the M. E. church, and for nearly 
twenty years has held the position of a steward of his church. — 
Rural Messenger, July P, 1892. 
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FLETCHEB H. ARCHER. 

In to-day's Messenger we publish the address of Col. Fletcher 
H. Archer, entitled ''The Defense of Petersburg on the 9th of 
June, 1864," in which this gentlemen tells in strong and clear 
English, and with becoming modesty, the story of one of the 
most striking engagements of the war — an engagement in which 
civilians, old men and boys, went out and in defense of their 
homes engaged the trained soldiers of the Federal army. In this 
engagement Col. Archer was a conspicuous figure, and as the 
gallant commandant of this little band that met the force of G^en. 
Kautz at the Rives farm his name has been enrolled on the re- 
cords of imperishable history. 

Among the several addresses to apx)ear in ''War Talks of Con- 
federate Veterans," none will be read with more, as none will tell 
a story of so much, interest. 

Fletcher H. Archer was born and reared in the town of Peters- 
burg, state of Virginia. His parents, Allin Archer and Pru- 
dence (Whitworth) Archer were of Anglo-Saxon origin, their 
ancestors having come from England to Virginia at an early i)e- 
riod of her history. 

His educational advantages were good, having had access to 
some of the best schools of the town for more than a decade of 
years. Laying aside other pursuits, and determining to enter 
the legal profession, he engaged in a course of study to that end, 
and going to the University of Virginia took the degree of B. 
L. on the 3rd day of July, 1841. Returning from college he 
commenced practice in his native town. In 1844 he was elected 
an honorary member of the Franklin Literary Society of Ran- 
dolph Macon College. In December, 1846, he was chosen cap- 
tain of the Petersburg Mexican Volunteers, a company raised 
for service in the war with Mexico, went to that distant land and 
served on Gen. Taylor's line until the close of the war. 

Upon his return home on the first day of August, 1848, he 
found that during his absence he had been elected by the officers 
of the 39th Virginia militia lieutenant -colonel of that regiment. 
Accepting the commission in token of his appreciation of the 
compliment tendered him, he retained it bnt a short time and 
then resigned. 

At the beginning of the war between the states, within two 
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days after Virginia had seceded from the Union, although prior 
to that event he had entertained conservative views, he raised a 
oomx>any of one hundred men for service and was elected its cap- 
tain. About two weeks thereafter, on the 5th of May, 1861, he 
was apx>ointed lieutenant-colonel in the active force of Virginia 
volunteers, and on reporting at Norfolk, to which place he was 
ordered, was assigned to the 3rd Virginia regiment of infantry, 
which was then stationed at the Naval Hospital. 

Ul)on the removal of this regiment to Burwell's Bay by order 
of Creneral Huger, department commander, Col. Archer was re- 
tained in command of the Naval Hospital, where he remained 
until the 27th of June, when at his own retiuest he was relieved 
and proceeded to rejoin his regiment. Alternately performing 
duty with his r^ment and on detached service until the 8th of 
September, he then, in obedience to orders received from Gen. 
Pemberton the day previous, repaired to Hardy's Bluff, on James 
Eiver, near the head of the bay, and took command of a battal- 
ion stationed there as a covering force and garrision to Fort Hu- 
ger, and of a gun in battery at Stone House Landing. Retaining 
a nominal connection with the 3rd regiment until the 19th of 
October, he was then detached and x)ermanently assigned to the 
command of the battalion aforesaid, with Major John P. Wilson 
as second in command. 

Continuing at this point until the 5th of April, 1862, VaA. Ar- 
cher was, in consequence of the changes incident to the advance 
of McClellan up the Peninsula, then called to Smithfield to take 
command of the 1st brigade, department of Norfolk . Kemaining 
at Smithfi^d, he continued in command of the brigade imtil after 
Norfolk was evacuated, participating in the stirring events con- 
nected with that movement and the passage of the enemy's gun- 
boats up the river. 

Ui)on the reorganization of the army in May, 1862, having de- 
clined being a candidate for office in the battalion he had com- 
manded, though invited so to do, he became entitled to retire to 
civil life, and as soon as his services could be spared he was hon- 
orably relieved by the department commander and returned 
home. Bemaining in the quietude of civil pursuits for a time, 
he watched the course of events, and when it became evident 
that his services would be again needed, he was prompt to ae<*ord 
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them; commanding first a company and then a battalion of local 
state troops, and when a battalion of Confederate reserves was 
organized he was api>ointed to the command of that, with the 
rank first of major, and then of lieutenant-colonel. In this po- 
sition he continued until the close of the war, having command 
of most of the local force doing duty upon the lines around the 
city of Petersburg, and surrendering with a portion of them at 
Appomattox Court-House, where he and they were paroled. In 
the various engagements through which he passed, he was twice 
wounded, first in the arm at Battery 16, Avery's farm. Prince 
George county, on the 16th of June, 1864, and secondly in the 
battle of Sailor's Creek, on the retreat, April 6th, 1865, slightly 
in the face. In thie last mentioned engagement his horse was shot 
under him, and subsequently died. 

Eeturning home after the surrender. Col. Archer resumed the 
practice of his profession. On the 2nd day of January, 1882, he 
was elected by the common council of the city of Peteraburg 
mayor of the city to fill a vacancy occasioned by the resignation 
of Col. Wm. E. Cameron, who on the day before had qualified 
as governor of the state of Virginia. This office he filled to the 
end of the year, and for a brief period in the year 1883, when he 
gave place to his republican opponent, Hon. T. J. Jarratt, who, 
after litigation, had successfully asserted his claim to the posi- 
tion. Since then he has held no public office. — Rural Messenger j 
July 16, 1892. 



FREEMAN W. JONES. 

The subject of this sketch, Freeman W. Jones, was born in 
Brunswick county, Va., August 7, 1846, and when the war be- 
gan was a mere boy, not fourteen years of age. In April, 1864, 
still a lad, he enlisted as a private in the Ebenezer Grays, a com- 
pany organized at the beginning of the war in Brunswick county, 
and which at the time of his enlistment was Company E, of the 
56th Virginia regiment, Hunton's brigade, Pickett's division. 
Young Jones participated with his command in the battle of 
Cold Harbor in June, 1864, and other engagements, receiving a 
wound on the 24th of July, 1864, whilst a skirmish line of his 
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brigade was engaged in a charge upon the enemy's picket line 
on the Bermuda front, in Chesterfield county, Va. 

Having recovered from his wound, he rejoined his command in 
January, 1865, went as a volunteer on the exx)edition of Capt. 
Charles W. Eead, of the Confederate States navy, and being pres- 
ent with his command near Five Forks, was captured on Friday 
evening, March 31, 1865, and taken to Point Lookout, where he 
remained until about the middle of June, 1865, when he was pa- 
roled and returned home. 

For a short while after the war Mr. Jones was engaged in 
farming, but in the spring of 1867, wishing to try his fortune in 
a distant state, he went to Texas, intending to go thence to Cali- 
fornia. 

The company with which he was to go to California, after hav- 
ing gotten everything in readiness to make the journey, deemed 
it best to abandon the trip, in view of the fact that at that time 
the country through which they exi)ected to pass was infested 
with Indians who were making many hostile demonstrations. 
Young Jonei9 then turned his attention to cattle grazing, and be- 
came a Texas cow-boy in San Patricio, one of the southwestern 
counties of the state. This life, however, was not suited to his 
tastes, and after an exx)erience of a few months he determined to 
return to Virginia. Accordingly, in company with a single 
friend, he made his way on horseback, several hundred miles, 
from San Patricio to Vicksburg, Miss., the two taking with them 
a drove of thirty-odd horses, a journey at that time accompanied 
with no little danger, and against which they were warned by 
many, but which, after many adventures, they accomplished in 
safety. 

Beaching Mississippi, after a short sojourn there, Mr. Jones 
returned to his native state and county, and again resumed the 
business of farming, which he pursued until 1870, when he was 
elected sheriff of his county, an office which he filled for nine 
years, being repeatedly re-elected. 

In January, 1880, having resigned the office of sheriff of Bruns. 
wick county to accept the office of sampler of tobacco at Centre 
warehouse in the city of Petersburg, Va., he removed to this 
city and held the latter office until the same was abolished. 

In 1888 Mr, Jones was elected sergeant of the city of Peters- 
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burg, and held the office one term. At this time he is engaged 
with Messrs. C. A. Pope & Co., the lessees of C5entre warehouse, 
for the sale of tobacco. — Rural Messenger ^ September 17, 1892. 



DE. JOHN HEEBERT CLAIBORNE. 

John Herbert Claiborne was born in the county of Brunswick, 
Va., and at the early age of nine years was sent to a large board- 
ing school at Leesburg, N. C. At the expiration of two years he 
was matriculated at the Ebenezer Academy, in his native coun- 
ty, one of the oldest educational institutions in the state, where 
he remained until sufficiently advanced to enter college. 

In 1844 young Claiborne entered the Freshman class of Ran- 
dolph Macon College, and, after the four years, curriculum usual 
at that time, was graduated with the degree of A. B. Subse- 
quently the degree of master of arts was conferred upon him by 
the same college. 

Having now received his diploma the subject of this sketch 
turned his attention to the profession of which he has been for 
many years a distinguished member, and having attended a 
course of lectures in the medical school of the University of Vir- 
ginia during the session of 1848-'49, in the summer of 1849 grad- 
uated from that institution with the degree of doctor of medi- 
cine, and subsequently with the same degree from the Jefferson 
Medical College of Philadelphia, and the Pennsylvania Hospital. 

On the 1st day of January, 1851, Dr. Claiborne began the prac- 
tice of medicine in the city of Peteraburg. 

In 1855 he was elected by the people of his adopted city to re- 
present them in the lower house of the General Assembly, and 
two years later he was elected state senator from this district, in 
which body he served until the war began. When the 4th bat- 
talion of Virginia volunteers, comi)08ed of the military compa- 
nies of the city of Petersburg, left the city on the afternoon of 
Saturday, April 20, 1861, for Norfolk, Dr. Claiborne, with the 
rank of captain, went with them. In May, 1861, he was made 
full surgeon, with the rank of msgor, and assigned to duty with 
the 12th Virginia regiment. 
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Whilst in the fielrt with his commaad, Dr. Claibonie was, in 
May, 18tll, re-elected to the senate, but remained with hia regi- 
ment until December 1, 18(jl, when he was ordered by the secre- 
tary of war of the Confederate States to take his seat in the sen- 
ate. This order he obeyed, took his seat, and immediately sent 
his resignation to the president of the senate, and asked for fur- 
ther orders. 

His place ae snrgeon of the 12th Virginia regiment having 
been filled, he was assigned to the duty of organizing and equip- 
ing general hospitals, a duty which kept him principaUy in Pe- 
tersburg. 

In June, 1S64, when General Lee's army oeeupied Peters- 
barg, Dr. Caiborne waa the senior surgeoa of the post, and was 
assigned to duty as executive officer and chief surgeon of all of 
the general military hospitals in Petersburg and its vicinity. 
He has given eorae aecount of his seiTicc in this capacity in his 
address, "Last Days of Lee and his Paladins." 

Besides baring the titles of A. B., A. M., and M. D., Dr. 
Claiborne is also an honorary fellow and ex-president of the 
Medical Society of Vii^nia, is a fellow of the Southern Surgical 
uid Gyueocological Association of the American Me<iical Associ- 
ation, of the American Health Association, and of the Boston 
Gyoeocologiral Association, and is fellow -elect of Victoria Insti- 
tote of Great Britain. For twenty years past he has contributed 
largely to scientific and medical journals, and is the author of 
"Seports from Private Practice," &c,, a work said by Prof. Da- 
vis, of the University of Virginia, to be one of the most thought- 
ful digests with which he has met. 

Since the war Dr. Claiborne has coufiued himself to the prac- 
tice of his profession in the city of Petersburg, refusing all offers 
of preferment except the position of health officer of the city for 
the brief period of one year, and member of the board of state 
examiners for three years. When he was health officer of Pe- 
t«rsbnrg his administration was marked with great ability, but 
ha was years in advance of the city council who appointed him, 
and accordingly his powers were soon revoked. — RHral Messen- 
ger, September 24, IS92. 
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JAMBS M. MULLEN. 

ft 

In the Messenger of this week began the publication of the ad- 
dress of Hon. James M. Mullen, entitled ''Last Days of John- 
ston's Army,'' delivered before A. P. Hill Camp of Confederate 
Veterans of Petersburg, Va., on the evening of November 25th, 
1890, which will constitute the last chapter of Mr. Bernard's 
forthcoming book, ''War Talks of Confederate Veterans," save 
one which will be in the form of an appendix, and will contain 
sundry matters which could not be otherwise incorporated into 
the book. 

James M. Mullen, a native of Pasquotank, North Carolina, was 
bom on the 10th of September, 1845. He was educated in the 
county of Perquimans of that state at the Hertford Male Acad- 
emy. When the war began young Mullen was but a boy, not 
sixteen years of age. He had, however, passed this age only a few 
months, when, in February, 1862, he left his studies, and like num - 
bers of the youths of the country, both North and South, went 
to the front to take part in the great struggle. He enlisted in the 
Virginia battery of Capt. S. Taylor Martin, of Major Francis S. 
Boggs' battalion of light artillery . In October, 1863, he was trans- 
ferred to Capt. L. H. Webb's (N. C.) battery of the same battal- 
ion, in which he served until the close of the war. The. lines of 
the ardent young soldier, however, "were cast in pleasant 
plae-es," as he informs us in his address. "The running away, " 
he says, "was not of our own choosing, for the boys of our bat- 
tery would have had it otherwise, and we did not relish the pa- 
ternal regard of the i)owers that were in our behalf. It did seem, 
however, that the authorities studiously avoided exposing us to 
danger and kept the battery continuously on the move, so as to 
shield it from the enemy's bullets." 

In 1866 Mr. Mullen was appointed register of deeds for Per- 
quimans county, and held the office for a little over two years. 
Whilst holding this position he devoted his leisure hours to the 
study of law under the direction of Hon. Thomas G. Skinner, of 
Hertford, and came to the bar in January, 1809, and located for 
the practice of his profession in Halifax county, N. C, where he 
remained until July, 1886, when he changed his residence to the 
city of Petersburg, Va. 
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Before leaving his native state Mr. Mullen represented Halifax 
county, in the state senate for the term beginning January, 1885. 

Soon after coming to Petersburg he was elected attorney for 
the commonwealth for the city of Petersburg for the term com- 
mencing July 1, 1888, and still holds this office, having been 
elected in May, 1890, and again in May, 1892. Mr. Mullen, 
since he has held this office, his discharge of the duties of which 
has been marked with fairness and ability, has been engaged in 
some literary work in the line of his profession, having nearly 
completed a digest of the criminal laws of the commonwealth. 
Rural Messenger J October 15, 1892, 
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I AN ADDRESS DELIVKRKD BEFORE A. P. HILL CAMP OF LMJNFEDER- 

ATE VETERANS, OK PErrERSBL'RG, VA., BV REV. J. M. PILCHEH, 

I). I).. CHAPLAIN OF THE CAMP, ON THE EVENISC 

OK APRIL 4th, IMS!), 



I appreciate the coiupli- 
■ ment conveyed in my ap- 
int to deliver the tlrst address 
BB. I am led to think that 
k of a few minutes is en- 
id, personal recollections rather 
I than a set address. 

I had been a resident of the city 
I o( RichmoDd, Va., all my life, and 

I ■hen the war actually began was in 
Itbe gradaatiiig class of Bichmond 
■ College, a youth of nineteen yeais. 

I I ins, therefore, in a position to ob- 
e many of the stirring events of 

I tecession, which escaped the vision 

|of the comrades now before me. 

The dissolution of the Union had 

' been under discussion. As 

p- as January Gtb, 1860, 1 was on 

e affirmative side of a debate in a 

erary society of the college, on the 

«flt)OD : "Would the dissolution of 

Ifae Udiod be more injurious to the 

Korth than to the South?" Congress 



was wrangling over the speakership. 
The country was looking on in trep- 
idation. I said: "For humanity's 
sake, I pray that disunion may not 
come, but if it must come, let us be 
prepared for it, and thus avert much 
of the evil which will inevitably re- 
sult from the liberation of the pas- 
sions now burning in the breasts of 
both northerners and southerners. 
Id such an event both have much to 
fear. Bloodshed and suffering will 
abound. Vice and fraud will run 
riot." So in our calm momenta we 
all thought. The Anthony Burns 
case in Boston, involving the return 
of a fugitive slave, had been the 
occasion of disgraceful scenes. A 
distingnished son of the Bay State 
declared that Massachusetts was 
then completely in the bands of a 
drunken crew. The .Tohn Brown 
raid upon Harper's Ferry had spread 
alarm throughout the South. The 
deification of John Brown had taken 
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away all hope that the North would coin occurred early in November, 
deal kindly and fairly with us. In The cotton states determined to se- 
the latter part of 1859, Mr. Hickman, cede. Secession was popular. Evan 
of Pennsylvania, declared in con- the New York Tribune declared: 
gfress that the northern states, with ''Whenever any considerable section 
their 18,000,000 inhabitants, could of our Union shall deliberately re* 
whip our 8,000,000 into the Union determine to go out, we shall resist all 
again, if we should leave it. Two coercive measures to keep them in.*' 
hundred and fifty medical students My older brother was married in 
had left the schools of Philadelphia November and I was in the bridal 
and, stopping in Richmond, had party that visited Washington. Of 
been addressed by Gov. Wise. All course we called on President Buoh- 
others in northern colleges were ex- anan. We were under the guidance 
horted to leave. Mr. Vallandigham, of my friend, Rawley W. Ferrell, of 
a fearless representative from Ohio, Halifax county, Va., then a resident 
was declaring in congress that in of South Carolina and a student li 
the event of a separation of the North Columbian College. Mr. Buchanan 
and the South, the western states seemed to be greatly amused by Mr. 
would form a confederacy and the Ferrell's outspoken secession senii- 
North would be left to struggle alone, ments and joked us about our want 
deprived of the countenance and of respect for Uncle Sam and ite 
support of the West, and should war certainty of our being chastised, 
arise, would be compelled to combat South Carolina led oflf in secession 
single-handed against two assailants, and soon the other cotton states fol^ 
The winter of 1859-'60 was the lowed. In February, 1861, delegatat: 
brooding time of the civil war. The from these states formed a govern* 
summer of 1860 was full of excite- ment called the ''Confederate Statei 
ment. Four candidates for the presi- of America," with Jefferson Da 
dency were before the people of the and Alexander H. Stephens, pr 
United States. Virginians regarded dent and vice-president. Thi 
Lincoln as the impersonation of the years of discussion of states' righlK 
aggression of black republicanism ; tariff oppression and slavery hti| 
Douglas, of squatter sovereignty, borne this fruit, but all the cottoi 
equally as hostile te southern inter- states were still in the Union. , 
ests ; Breckenridge, of the true idea There are events in the history of 
that the right existed, under the Con- the world that are the expression o| 
stitution, to extend slavery into all the genius of one great mind. Othei; 
the territories ; Bell, of the hope events are the result of a great pop- 
that, by not insisting on this right, ular wave or ground swell of impulM 
we might preserve the Union. Ac- and conviction. Virginia believed| 
cordingly, Virginia voted for Bell all democratic doctrines that led tol 
and Everett. The election of Lin- secession, but she hoped and inter-- 
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ceded and delayed, and prayed that 
seceasioD might not be necesaary. 
The Southern Littrary Mcfucnr/er, 
tiie ^eat exponent of thought in 
Tirgfinia, in its issue of January, 
I, in a contributed article, dis- 
lea: "What are the dangers of 
united government to the south- 
ern states?" In this article the 
writer 8»y9 : 

'Tlie northern states of the Union 
have avowed their purpose to take 
control of the government. They 
I»ve the power to do so. In the 
tlactoral college they nnmber 183 
Totes — the south 1*20. In congress 
thej have (we believe) 147 votes, 
vhile the south has only 90. In the 
teoate the north has 36, while the 
■f Mnith has 30 * * ". The north- 
am gtates are only doing what, un- 
dbrthd circumstances, the common- 
eat principles of fallen human 
aatare dictate. Vituperation, then, 
" n OQt of place. It is utterly useless 
too. • * " Upon abstract prin- 
nplee, we are obhged to say. that a 
tree government cannot be long ad- 
ministered by a sectional party. * 
' * So that, in the opinion of the 
■ I' r, the time has come when the 
',_-c-»t dictates of prudence — nay, 
■ ■■/ry sense and duty of self-pre- 
-'..'• uiion, demand that the South 
ihr>uld set up for herself and leave 
tlie northern states to work out their 
'' solution aa best they can," 

': out this time there appeared in 
M"Muger this squib: 
V:iukee IhKiiile uud^rtook 
With patrLot devotion, 
■ irim Ihe tree of llberty 
\iH.Hinling to tile notion. 
Taiikec Doodle on a limb, 
i.iki: any other noodle. 
Ill tvelween the tree and him 
\n<\ down came Yanke* Dnodle. 



"Yankee Doodle broke his neck 

And every limb about him, 
And then the tree of liberty 
Did very well without him." 

Virginia scarcely thought she 
would secede. She had faith in the 
Constitution and believed her ap- 
peals to the reason of the North 
would avail to bring trauquihty to 
the country. Dr. George W. Bag- 
by, the editor of the Messenger, in 
an editorial letter written from 
Washington, upbraids Virginia for 
refusing to enter into a general 
southern conference, urges the state 
to act promptly and secede. The 
letter is, in the main, good, but ha 
is led away after this fashion 

"As to .the invasion, it makes not 
the slightest difference whether fifty 
thousand or fifty millions of north- 
ern soldiers come into Virginia. 
They will perish miserably, the whole 
of them. They may drive us to the 
mountains; but out of the moun- 
tains few, precious few, of them will 
return to tell the tale of slaughter. 
* * * 'j'jjg border slave states 
mml take sides. Whosoever now is 
not fur the South, is ngainul the 
South. The Jiichmond Eiiquirerha» 
taken the true ground. Virginia and 
Maryland must be out of the Union 
before the 4th of March, 1861. Lin- 
coln must never take his seat in 
Washington, even il Gov, Wise and 
his minute men have to take the 
place by storm." 

Some were led on by thoughtless 
passion. They were like the Irish- 
man who was driving a bull into 
Alexandria on a cold morning. His 
hands became very cold, holding the 
rope attached to the horns of the 
bull. In order to put his hands 
to his pockets, he tied the rope 
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one wrist and was going on very well and resist the threatened trespass, 
till a passing train of cars frighten- They declared they would retom 
ed the bull. Away went the bull, that night in force and poll down 
pulling Pat by the wrist. Pat could the flag and remove the flag pole, 
not release himself. Away they went. I told them I had intended to take 
A man meeting them cried out, down the flag to protect it from the 
"Hello, Pat, where are you going dew, but now it should float all 
with that bull?" "I don't know," night. On second thought I told 
said Pat, "ask the bull." them there was no principle involved 

The Virginia convention was com- ^° ^^^ controversy excepting our 
posed of conservative leaders. The ^^^^ *^ manage our own affairs, and 
populace of Richmond was impa- ^ ^^"^^ *^® «»'® o' ^^^ ^^ '^' '*^ 
tient. The Confederate government ^^^^^ ^^ hauling it down, but they 
had been formed February 4th, 1861, ^^"^^ ^e warmly met if they attack- 
and had adopted a flag. The people ®^ ^^^ P^^®- 

were singing "Farewell forever to the The news of this demonstration 
star spangled banner." There was a spread over Richmond. To the de- 
great desire to see the new flag. Ac- fense of the flag hurried many gal- 
cordingly, my brother, Sam'l T. Pil- lant men, some of whom became 
cher,alieutenantinCo.F,FirstReg- distinguished in the war of sece^- 
iment of Virginia Volunteers, and sion. We were in fighting trim all 
the ladies of our family made a Con- night. The "enemy" reconnoitered, 
federate flag. It necessarily follow- but did not venture to attack. Early 
ed that the flag must be raised on a the next morning the flag was flung I 
pole. A large, suitable pole was to the breeze and floated unmolested s 
procured, properly rigged with hal- day and night. Another night of '^ 
yards and we had a flag raising, anxiety was passed in expectation 
The inhabitants of Oregon Hill were of attack. The newspapers now 
intensely Union in their sentiments ridiculed "our friends, the enemy " 
and they, to our surprise, became so much that they did not furth€r 
incensed. They sent a delegation molest us. 
to inform us that the flag must be Feeling was running high. The '^ 
taken down or they would use force people were hating Jubal Early, r 
to remove it. I told them that we Wms. C. Wickham and other Union / 
cared very little for the flag until leaders, branding them as "submis- 
now, but we would not yield to their sionists." I remember how, as Early 
threats, that it was our property, &c. walked the streets from the conven- 
They retired, and, returning, de- tion, bending forward with one hand 
manded that it should be removed on his back because of chronio 
from the public highway. I told rheumatism, many a curse was 
them it was on our own property thrown at him. The Richmond Eo^ 
and we would defend our property a miner and its brilliant editor, John 
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M. Daniel, were lashing the people 
into a freDzy. Henry A. Wise was 
■carcflly anderstoud in bis position 
Of "fightiDg in the I'nion.' The 
state was excited, but eager for some 
weasnre of pacification. Longing 
taxpectancy turned to the Crittenden 
({leaoe oommissioQ and the compro- 
Fduab offered by it to the Federal 
kothoritiee. To this moment Vir- 
^oia was I'niou in sentimeDt, al- 
tlioagh excited. The failure of that 
effort settled the question for Vir- 
gioia. She mast now leave the 
Udiob. 

Got. John Letcher had come into 
office. He was true to his oath of 
office and to the Union. Ou the 14th 
of April, I think it was, Hon. John 
Bandolph Tucker (famiUariy known 
aeRao. Tucker), attorney general of 
Ibe state, a lean, hlack-haired, intet- 
leotual-Iooking, Huent, popular man, 
luldressed au immense assemblage 
at the Tredegar iron works. The 
WrdeD of his speech, as I now re- 
member it, way the keenest ridicule 
of the convention for delay in seced- 
ing. He would pour upon its mem- 
bers invective and ridicule, and 
dosed each appeal to the people 
»ith "They are good men, fellow- 
ratizflDB, but they are old," leaning 
forward and dwelling on the last 
vordinhisowninimttabloway. Fort 
Snmter had been in a state of siege 
' ''niith Carolina troops. While 
■IS speaking a very blaok cloud 
I -' i n the south-west and approach 
tti rapidly. We expected its fury, 
bat were unwilling to leave the elo- 
qoftDoe of the speaker. The cloud 




came on and before it reached ns 
parted and passed north and south 
of us. Mr. Tucker improved the op- 
portunity to suggest, in most beau- 
tiful phrase, an augury of the rift 
in the impending war-cloud and the 
speedy peaceful independence of the 
southern states. Just then the fall 
of Fort Sumter was announced. The 
enthusiasm of the crowd now knew 
no bounds. 

As soon as the address was finish- 
ed, the crowd, laying hands on every 
vehicle in reach, preceded by a band 
of music, and with Confederate Hags 
flying, hastened down Seventh street 
and thence to the capitol square. 
Having no special purpose in com- 
ing to this place, they needed an ob- 
jective point. Some of the crowd 
went into the oapitol and ascended 
to fhe roof. A suggestion was made 
to pull down the United Htates flag 
and raise the Confederate flag. One 
enterprising youngster climbed the 
flag pole, not a very long one, pull- 
ed down the flag of the United States 
and unfurled to the breeze the flag 
of the Confederate States. Gov. 
Letcher was immediately aware of 
what had been done, and coming 
into the crowd ordered the detail of 
the Public Guard to "pull down that 
rag" and replace the Union flag. He 
was very angry, and having red hair 
and a very ruddy complexion, he ap- 
peared to me the reddest man I had 
ever seen. 

It will not be disrespectful to this 
distinquished gentlemen to digress 
a little here to give you a story which 
Gen'l Fitz Lee, now governor of V 
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ginia, recently told me ooncerning and stones. The hills overlooking 
Gov. Letcher: The Pamtinkey tribe the wharves were lined with people, 
of Indians in King William county, all anxious for the fray and sure of 
bring the governor, their ''great fa- « their prowess. But the gun •boat' 
ther," every year, a tribute of a wild did not come. So ended the "Paw- 
turkey and a deer. On a certain nee war." Enlistment proceeded 
occasion an Indian from a distance rapidly and camps of instruction 
came to see the governor and were opened. As fast as regiments 
brought an interpreter. Said the could be formed, they were marched 
Indian, "Vuvul, vuvul, vuvul." In- to Manassas or western Virginia, 
terpreter: "He say he come from Mr. John H. Worsham, a gallant 
way down yonder." The Indian and wounded member of Company 
again: "Vuvul, vuvul, vuvul, vee." F, 1st Begiment, furnishes the fol- 
Interpreter: "He say he come from lowing description of the outfit of a 
way down on the Bio Grande to see Confederate soldier in those days, 
his old bald-headed, red-headed when we knew so little of real war. 
daddee." "Each man, besides his equip- 

The fall of Fort Sumter was fol- ment of gun, &c had a pistol and 
y . . . , r 1^1 11 # bowie knife, a knapsack, canteen, 
lowed, m a few days, by the call of ^^^ ^^p^ haversack, &c. In our 

President Lincoln for Virginia's knapsack we carried- our fatigue 

quota of the 75,000 troops called out jacket, one or two blankets, an oil 

by him as chief executive to avenge cloth, several pairs of white gloves, 

the Mikity t. a, U.MSUt« S:;:"ii^e.?'h°.°XtXt: 
flag and coerce the optton states. Each mess purchased a mess chest. 
Gov. Letcher promptly declined to Ours was of oak, large and commo- 
furnish troops for such a purpose dious, having several trays. We 
and Virginia seceded. John S. Car- ^ad in it a dozen knives and forks, 

KoU ««;i ^4-1.^^ v.^^rv»;^^^f TTr.;.^« ^.^^ *wo or three butcher knives, a dozen 
hsh and other prominent Union men ^^^^^ ^^^ ^ ^^^^^ g^^^^' ^p^^^^^ 

fled to their homes and the whole several kitchen spoons, a dozen tea 
state was in intense excitement. cups • and saucers, a dozen plates, 

Rumors were rife, and on a quiet several dishes and bowls, a sugar 

cs J .1 . u J -D • 1, dish, a cream pitcher, salt and pep- 

Sunday the report reached Rich- per Cruets, a tin box containing a 

mond that the United States gun- dozen boxes of assorted spices, a 

boat Pawnee was coming up James dozen glasses, a sifter, a coffee tin, 

river to capture the city. The peo- &c. We had also a frying pan, a 

pie, old and young, hurried to Rock- ^^f^® P^^' 5 ^^^^P \^^'^}^> * tea pot 
. ., , 1 * i.1 -x i. and a bread oven that was subse- 
ets, the lower part of the city, to q^ently dubbed *the spider.' Our 
meet and repel the invasion. The uniforms were of the finest quality 
excited concourse was armed with of cadet cloth and gold lace.'* 
every description of weapon, from The popular war songs were 
the guns of the Fayette artillery, "Dixie," "My Maryland." "The Bon- 
fowling pieces and pistols to sticks nie Blue Flag," "Farewell forever 
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le Star- Spangled Banner," and 
en this Cruel War is Over." 
great the change as the ''cruel 
dragged along! All the sol- 
3 sumptuons outfit had been 
the soldiers were often ragged, 
3at shoes, hungry and glad of 
gle blanket as baggage. As an 
ration of ,the contrast, I will 
one of the later songs and ask 
comrades, to join in the chorus. 
3 of you remember the sweet 
d, "Annie of the Vale," so pop- 
in the camps. Some soldier, 
ig keenly the pinching hard- 
I of the waning season of winter 
ters, produced a parody which 
tng to the tune of "Annie of the 
." Join me, at least, in the 
lis: 

alone in my tihanty, 

itions are scanty, 

• grits are now the order of the day. 

'oung reb is sighing 

lis sweetheart, who is dying, 

d wonders if this cruel war will pay. 

•*CHORUS. , 

le! come! come rain, cornel 
! flow to the tops of my boot**. 
»me and I'll thank 'ee 
«p back the Yankee 
our ranks are filled up by recruit*. 

watch-dog is howling 
ragged rebs are prowling, 
)UDd the house to steal some hens 

away, 



But the night-cap in the window- 
Doth them a little hinder, 
For she says she will report them to 
John K. 
'•Chorus: Come, &c. 

''You may talk about your Annie, 
But give me some hamie. 

Some biscuits nicely buttered over too. 
Some sweet-smoking Java, 
How it makes my mouth saliva I 

And I certainly wish I had some now, 
don't you? 
"Chorus: Come, Ac." 

Now, comrades, I close this run- 
ning talk and beg that you who 
feared no foe, endured hardships as 
good soldiers of your country, sac- 
rificed every personal interest for 
your native land, many of you maim- 
ed and prematurely old, I beg that 
you will enlist under the peaceful 
banner of the Captain of our Salva- 
tion, who was made perfect through 
suffering, fight the good fight of 
faith, and come off conquerors and 
more than conquerors, through him 
that loved you and gave himself for 
you. It is pleasant to meet in this 
camp and talk over the dangers, suf- 
ferings and victories of the war, but 
it will be infinite happiness to gather 
around our King in glory, recount 
the events of our conflicts with sin, 
sing the song of victory through di- 
vine grace and rejoice in everlast- 
ing freedom and peace. 
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I A OOSFEDEBATE aOLDIER'8 EXPERIENCES ON A NINE WEEKR' 
TRIP— AUGU8T 17th 'l-O OtTTOBER 19th, 18fi2. 



I AS ADDRESS DELIVERED BY MR. GEORGE S. BERNARD BEFORE 

A. P. HILL CAMP OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS. OF Pl-TTERS- 

BliRG, VA., ON THE EVENING OF MAY 2ni>, 188H. 



GOHRADK): 
Id the month of August, 
1862, tbe Army of Northern 
Virginia, under command of Gen. R. 
E. Lee, turned its face northward on 
its Maryland campaig'U, The com- 
mand to which I belonged, the l'2th 
Virginia regiment. Gen. WilUam 
Mahone's brigade, was a part of this 
army, and on Sunday, August the 
ITtb, 1862, broke camp near Drury's 
Blaff, in the county of Chesterfield, 
Va., and striking into the Richmond 
and Petersburg turnpike marched to 
UaDcbester, crossed the James at 
Uus place, and, with colors flying and 
band playing, made its way through 
the streeta of Richmond to the 
depot of the old Central railroad, 
wbei« it boarded, with the other reg- 



iments of the brigade, a freight train 
for Louisa Court^House. On this ex 
pedition I went with my command 
as far as Crampton's Gap, in Fred- 
erick county, Md., taking with me a 
rifle, which I used at this place, on 
the afternoon of Sunday, September 
14th, 1862, just four weeks after our 
departure from the camp near Dni- 
ry's Blufl", A Federal bullet, on that 
Sabbath afternoon, preventing my 
making use of my legs, made me a 
prisoner and sent me back to Rich- 
mond, '-ia Baltimore and Fortress 
Monroe, on crutches at the expense 
of tbe Federal government, about 
the 19th of October. The round trip, 
made in a little over aisty days, in- 
volved some varied experiences, and 
these it is proposed to narrate, with 
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the help of a diary kept during the row there a couple of horses, ride to 
march and a note book wherein, du- my father's, four and a half miles 
ring the fall of 1865, and subsequent distant, find the family all retired 
winter, when the events of the whole and wake them up, all being surprised 
war were fresh in my mind, I wrote as well as delighted to see us. We 
a full account of the campaign. inform them that we are hungry. 

For this trip I was not well pre- In short order the cook is set to 
pared, in that I had a very indiffer- work, and very soon we are invited 
ent pair of shoes. The pertinency in to supper. Hot biscuit, excellent 
of reference to this matter of seem- wheat coffee (a Confederate produo- 
ingly minor importance will appear tion), rich milk, a piece of cold lamb, 
later. a ham of bacon — all of the best kind. 

The freight train on which we left and all in abundance — meet the gaze^ 
Bichmond took us in due season to of two youths whose appetites ha4 
Louisa Court-House, and deUvered been sharpened by a march and walk 
its human freight some time between of twenty-four and a half miles, and 
dark and midnight on the night of the subsequent horse-back ride. To 
August the 17th. The line formed simply say that we enjoyed this meal 
and its arms stacked along the road does not properly state the case, 
about the depot at this place, the As we ate, the whole family sat 
men were soon asleep, soldier- around our table, delighted to have 
fashion, on the ground. us there, and to see us enjoy our- 

The following Tuesday morning selves so much, and in as high spir- 
our march is begun, and scoring its as if we were going on a frolic, 
about twenty miles northwardly, instead of an expedition of war, we 
leaving Gordonsville to our left, were supremely happy as we sat at 
about sunset of that day we halt that table and ate that sumptuouB 
and bivouac some three and a half supper. Bidding all adieu, we rode 
miles south-east of Orange Coui't- back to our bivouac, turned our hors- 
House. es over to the two negro boys who 

A comrade, Sydney Jones,l of had ridden behind us, and had a re- 
whom I shall hereafter have occasion spectable night's rest before we were 
to make mention, and myself, deter- awakened for the morning march, 
mined to make a trip to the residence From the diary, or journal, and 
of my father, then living about four my note book already referred to, 
and a half miles south-west from I shall draw liberally — from the one 
Orange Court-House. Obtaining the as a contemporaneous record, from 
necessary permission to make the the other as a nearly contemporane- 
trip, although we had marched ous record, of what is therein narra- 
twenty miles that day, we start out ted. From the latter I take the fol- 
on foot t-o Orange Court-House, bor- lowing account of the next day's 

1. Sydney O. Jones, of Petersburg, Va. marCil : 



r 
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"Wednesday, Angast 20. Before gets the poor fellow's pants. Jim 
7 o'clock A. K. we were in motion, Nash^andmyselfsetoutforCulpeper ' 
aod nutrcliing leisurely, before sun- Court-House, where I have an Uncle 
Mt are bivonacked witliin one and n living, I fissimng Jim, if we ever get 
baU miles of Soiumerville's Ford on there, we will get a plenty to eat at 
" " 'idan, having marched about my uncle's house and be taken back 
On the road my father, in his carriage. We start across the 
^. on, his dining-room ser- country, leaving the rej^ar road, 
h monnted on another horse, onr object being to save distance and 
; A hnge market-basket and a at the same time to make the best of 



demijohn, rides up, while we the trip, begging and buying on the 

Jted under the shade of a tree. way. The people at whose bouses 

t tfl bat a few minutes before we we atop all tellus the same story— 



■learn that the market-basket contain- the Yankees had nearly mined them, 

■«d ham, lamb and other meats, and and had left them scarcely enough 

Klkkt the demijohn containetl, not to eat — they would willingly give or 

f vise, bntthat which the soldier likes sell, if they had it, &c., &o. One old 

r, butter-inilk. It was really a widow lady, however, modestly tells 

mre to see how the boys enjoy- us, if we will put up with her 'little 

I tA Uie tre»t. All were suffering from morsel,' she will gladly give us some- 

r knoger." thing to eat. We accept the invita- 

From the note book I take the fol- ^9^. "^""^ pai-^ike of the old lady's 

, . ■ • . ,1 1 1 little morsel, which proves to be a 

bwmgnarraUve of the marches and ^^^y respectable dinner, for which 

toddeote of the next two days : we paid her. 

Tharsdsy, August 21. After piid- "Leaving this place, we continue 

day we get in motion, and about 2 our journey towards Culpeper Court- 

r. a. are fording the Kapidan. At House, but when w© were about two 

midnight we are halted at the village miles of the place, the evening is so 

of Stcvensburg. which is about sev- far atlvanced that we conclude it is 

m miles east of Culpeper Court- best to return to our command. 

ooae. Along our march of about Beaching Stevensburg, we find our 

B miles from the river to the village brigade has just moved off in the 

|«e did not cross even a spring direction of Brandy Station. We 

IbBDob — if my memory isnot at fault, soon overtake it, very much wearied 

I Bio oonntry over which we marched by our trip. I quote from the jour- 

I VM almost a barren waste and very nal: 'Friday, August 22. Left Ste- 

Idry. When we reached Stevensburg yenaburg about 4 r. m, and after a 

I we were parched with thirst. Before rainy, disagreeable march, crossing 

I we file off into a field to bivouac for the Orange & Alexandria railroad at 

T night, large bodies of troops Brandy Station, reached this place, 

H as, mo«ng forward. about four miles distant from Ste- 

"Friday, August 22. We find that vensburg, about midnight. A large 

t is a general bait of the army number of men from the regiment 

Jt tbis p^ace. We hear that the straggled. Large encampments of 

Jay have been encountered the stragglers along the road.' The 

■ day before somewhere to the east of above was written whilst we were 

I m, bot have retired. A spy is caught bivouacked in Wellford's woods in 

I ud bong. Ben Hatcher^ of Co. E, Culpeper county, a few miles north 
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of Brandy Station. The march de- brigade had marched so short a dis- 

scribed was indeed wearisome — the tance after we left it." 

roads being in a very bad condition in the journal the events of Aug- 

from the rains. Every mile numbers ^st 23rd, 1862, are recorded as fol- 
of our men dropped out of the ranks, i . 
to halt on the roadside and overtake 

the command the next morning. As , "Saturday, August 23. Much ar- 
we marched along we saw scores of tillery heard about two miles ahead 
those who had thus dropped out of us. Brigade just received orders 
camped near the road in squads of to march at a moment's warning, and 
two or three around blazing fires, the men are now (9 a. m.) with their 
In those days the discipline which accoutrements on. Men dismissed 

Prevailed subsequently was wanting, at 10 a. m. Long roll again about 
uch offenders had little to fear. As 8 P. M." 
we reached the woods m which the j^ the note book wherein is re- 
brigade finally halted, we saw so ^ ^ j i.u- i. _j. #l •!. • 

many fires and so many men around P^^^uce^ this entry, next after it is 

them our hearts were cheered with added the following : 
the hope that we had at last reached " 'The long roll' mentioned in my 

an encampment of troops, and that journal was beaten at a most inau- 

we ourselves would soon halt and spicious time. A heavy rain having 

go into bivouac. As we passed, some fallen during the afternoon, we had 

men in our line enquired, 'What bri- constructed Bttle shelters of bushes. 

fade, boys?' 'General Straggler's oil cloths, &c., and as we sat around 

rigade,' was the humorous reply. our brightly blazing fires about the 

''After passing these fellows, sev- hour mentioned our anticipations 

eral of my company, including my- were indeed pleasant — rendered 

self, determined to halt. We were more so by the loss of sleep ooca> 

perfectly exhausted and felt physi- sioned by the wearisome march of 

cally unable to march any longer, the previous night. Our feelings 

Wq stop a few feet from the road at the prospect of another night's 

and unrolling our blankets fix our- march can be better imagined than 

selves to spend the night, each man, described." 

however, feeling that our rest was The next day's entry in the journal i 
somewhat illegal, so to speak, and . . n 
each man suggesting his own excuse. ^^ ^ '^^^^^^ ' 

One fellow belonging to our party "Sunday, August 24. Left camp 
remarked that he had been a soldier at about 10 p. m., and after a mo^ 
in the Mexican war and he had never tedious march of about 8 miles over 
seen such marching, which declara- muddy roads and fording two forks 
tion gives us some comfort. Next of the Rappahannock, reached fhsi 
morning about sunrise we awake, point (2 miles !rom Warrenton 
and were soon in motion to overtake Springs), about 8 this morning, hav- 
the brigade, but did not go a half ing marched all night. Artillery duel 
mile before we found it in bivouac, now (2:30 p. m.) going on between 
and the men all asleep. As we pass- our forces on this side of the Rap- 
ed along the sleeping brigade one of pahannock and those of the enemy 
our party said he knew that was our on the other side. Firing very heavy 

brigade, as he recognized Col. 's this morning. We are now up witt 

horse. We were pleased to find the Jackson's forces." 
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In the note book is the following 
p^ra^raph deacriptive of this march: 
•The march above spoken of was 
ooB of the most tedious of the etna- 
paign, 'though comparatively short. 
It aeemed nearer twenty miles than 
aeht in length. The roads over 
■oicli we passed were almost im- 
paaaable from receot rains, the ford- 
ing of two streams tending to fa- 
twue. There was something of nov- 
mj about the fording of the first 
of the two streams crossed. When 
th« head of our column reached it, 
«e found lar^e fires of lightwood 
■^^btly burning on the opposite 
which fully illumined the 
at the ford, and gave a weird 
■ppearance to the scene. The state- 
ly onks skirting the road and the 
(■aks of the stream, the column of 
troops straggling along the road, the 
id men splashing through 
vfttflT — all contributed to furnish 
irial for a painter." 
We are now at the Rappahan- 
river," proceeds the note book, 
*S>itlun a few miles of Warrenton 
Springs, which are on the other side 
the stream. We are at a little 
called JetTeraonton. Our men 
badly off for rations. A part 
crar reginient actually plunder the 
stores— hard tack — de- 
fgr a regiment of Georgians, 
'e remain all Sunday and Sunday 
it at tlie position occupied upon 



I think I caught a glimpse of 

JDoewall Jackaon here. I at least 

tw an ungainly looking figure on 

tk passing along the road 

fifi^ yards distant, with a rusty 

ooat and shabby military 

whom Bome one pointed out as 

Mwail Jackson, and I have al- 



ways believed to have been that die- 
tin giiished general. 

Omitting the entries in journal 
and note book covering the next four 
days, during which we do a tour of 
picket duty near the Kappahannock, 
are within reach of the enemy's 
shells, march through the villages of 
Amiasville and Salem, find at and 
near the latter place "quantities of 
honey, milk and butter" on which 
"the men luxuriate," and somewhat 
recuperate from the hard marching 
and scant food of the previous week 
or ten days when green corn ( "roast- 
ing ears") was our chief diet, good 
as far as it went, but not altogether 
as satisfying to the inner man us the 
regulation rations, I pass ou to the 
march on the evening and night pre- 
ceding the great battle of Second 
Manassas, fought on the SUth of 
August, 18C2. 

I take the following from the note 
book: 

"About noon of the next day, Fri- 
day, August '29th, we were again in 
motion, our direction being towards 
Manassas. The country through 
which our line of march lay was 
beautiful, the many hills over which 
we passed furnishing the most mag- 
nificent views of the mountainous 
country which surrounded us. At 
dark we were passing through Thor- 
oughfare Gap. There had been 
recent fighting there. A dead man 
is seen lying near the railroad, 
upon the track of which we march 
through the Gap. Having reached 
the eastern side of the mountain at 
this point, we are filed off into a 
rocky field on the slope of the moun- 
tain, there we hope to rest unldl 
morning, although the character of 
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the soil reminds us that we will have to fall behind the line. On one of 

by no means 'beds .of down.' Tet, these occasions I feU in with a young 

wfftPfl*® ^t ^''^^ ^^ are content member of my company, a beardless 

with even such a place as this. ^^^^^'^ "* mjr u^pi«ijr, » u»iwm» 

"Ptrif «/% c««u ™ J # i. • • boy, James W. Wyche, of Greens- 

i5ut no such good fortune ism .,:' . ,^ ^^ \., „ 

store for us. The regiment halts and ^^^® county, Va., who, hke mysell, 

stacks arms, when Col. Weisiger, from some cause, had gotten behind 

nding near the line of men, settles the command, and also like myself 

l^«i!l^u®*i?^^ ^^^ ^F resting for the was making the best time he could 

night by the following order : 'Men, l^ ^^^^ ° „„j ^^^w^^v^ fi.^ ^^ 

you will be dismisses for the space ^ '^^^\ °f^ ^f overtake Uieregi- 
of two hours, at the expiration of "^®^*- ^^ *^® ^™^ starhght I no- 

which time the line of march will be ticed'that there was an tmusual se- 

resumed.'* We immediately get to riousness of expression on his gentle 

V^^^ ^^^ awake at the end of the and boyish countenance as we hur- 

two hours much refreshed, but dread- .^;i n^l^^^A ti« ^r.^\r^A -o ;# ^^^^ 

ing the resuming of the line of march. ^^^ '^^^*^^- . ^? ^^^'^^^ ^^^ ^?^ 

We are soldiers, however, and have ^^^^^ ^^s weighing upon his mind 

no alternative but to obey. and that it was impelling him for- 

"Soon we are pushing on towards ward. I did not inquire the cause 

Manassas. We march very rapidly, of his seriousness, nor did I know 

Our officers seem to be forcing us what it was. This was his hist night 

very scarce. We are halted seldom ^^^ following evenmg, as he lay m 

and the rests are short.*' the line of battle a few feet from 

An incident occurred on this night »»«» I saw the last spasmodic twitch 

march that I have often recalled: ^^ J^^s ^ands as his life-blood ran 

My shoes had begun to give out, and ^^^ a fatal bullet wound received 

I had to fasten the soles to the upper a few moments before the close of 

leathers by making holes through the engagement. I subsequently 

each and tying them together with learned that he had gone into the 

leather shoe-strings passed through battle with a presentiment that he 

these holes, a device that did not would be killed, and that he so in- 

serve to prevent gravel and sand formed one or more of his comradeB. 

from freely entering the shoes to I doubt not that it was this pze- 

my great discomfort, impeding my sentiment that was weighing upon 

marching and compelling me at times the poor fellow as we were together 

■~; J ^ ^ ^ ^ 7~ r on the road as above mentioned. 

^Comrade John R. Turner, of Petersburg, . ,.,., , - , t ij. a x j 

Va., says: **! remember hearing Maj. John A little before daylight Saturday 

^- 1^*^' u^S'^'^aI^^^'^V'^I^^^ ^^^^'.^Ik?' morning, August 30th, the marching 

make a short address to the men at this • i ii j ii i ^ 

place, in which ho told us it was necessary column 18 halted, the men ahnost 

for us to continue the march, possibly completely exhausted. When we 

through the night. It was necessary for u» , , • ,; . , 

to overtaico Longstreet, he said, as he halt, the line 18 very near the enemy, 

(Longstreet) would need us the next day, ^ f -^^ advance of the place it 

and he (Maj. May) hoped that not a man . " «vAT«*iv/^ v* ««« |/a«»^«« 

would leave his place in ranks or falter." was intended we should stop. After 
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the arms have been stacked and the 
diacovery made that we have been 
carried too fiir to the front, we take 
arms and are marched some distance 
backward, and again halting and 
stackiDg: arms are soon asleep. We 
get two or three hours of sleep, but 
are so jaded that this scarcely re- 
freshes us. We are dow on the bat- 
tle-tield of the first battle of Manaa- 
saa — a field destined before the sun 
sbould set to witness another conflict 
of arms. 

I will let the note book, in the maia, 
iJurniBh au account of the battle: 
"It is not my inteDtion to attempt 
lything like a description of this 
jreat battle. But I cannot pass it 
ritb the brief notice I find in my 
nuTDsl. By 8 or 9 a. m. we find our 
IviflioD (Anderson's) in line of bat- 
i upon a commanding hill. Our 
se stretches perpendicularly across 
le tnrnpike. Some artillery is on 
IB other side of the road — some 400 
vds to our left. Soon the skir- 
Biahers in a body of woods half a 
pile or more to our front commence 
irork. Then the artillery commences 
ichanging shots with the enemy at 
mg ranpe. We see the shot of the 
ltt«r strike the earth near our artil- 
tien. Lee makes his head- 
urters in a cluster of trees less 
AO fifty yards in rear of our regi- 
ent. Staff officers and couriers are 
onstautly riding up and leaving. 
^luinent generals are tbefe in con- 
nltatioD with Gen. Lee. Jackson 
ind LoDgstreet are there." 
I have often regretted that I did 
A more particularly note this his- 

*A oorresptindent ut tlie Norfolk <Va.) 
rdgtr, * prirsio Buldl^r iu Mahone'e bri- 
id«,Mr. TheMloriok Bland RuIBn. of Nor- 
lk.Vft.,B member of Co. K. 12th Va. regl- 
l,j|l*lDg Us recol lections ol thia bnt- 



toric group of distinguished officers. 
They had assembled whilst I and 
many others lay stretched on the 
green sward fast asleep, making up 
the losses of the previous night, and 
when I first learned of their presence, 
I was so drowsy that I felt very indif- 
ferent to their presence and would 
hardly have exchanged the privi- 
lege of continuing my nap for the 
sight of all the distinguished men of 
the world. Yet I did arouse myself 
in time to see the assemblage a short 
distance to the left of where we 
lay, and to note its importance and 
watch for a while its nroceedings. 

Let the note book continue to fur- 
nish an account of the battle : 

"In the distance to our front and 
right — seemingly a mile and a half 
away — in the afternoon, alarge cloud 
of dust is noticed, as if the enemy 
were moving heavy bodies of troops 
to our right. Gen. Lee is heard to 
remark, as he watched their move- 
ment, 'Those people must be driven 
back.' It is not long before our 
command is called to 'attention' and 
we are marched back to the rear. 
Soon we find our column marching 
along the turnpike, it is said, on our 
way to the i.-oimiiismry wtioiis. To 
get rations, we afterward learn, was 
the purpose of our rearward move- 
ment. We halt in a body of woods, 
and having stacked arms are about 
to be dismissed. An order reaches 
us. We take arms and are ordered 
to 'load at will.' Something more 
serious than partaking of rations is 
at band.* In ten minutes' time we 

tlH. In a lettor published in that Journa.! 
August 20. 18TT, BBjs: 

"The men, utterly brok«u 'iown by hun- 
ger, thlret and iMlgue. threw themaelvea 
upon the ground, and slept heavily. K» tbe 
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are moving in an open field about to having began half an hoar before," 

take position in line of battle. The is the entry in the diary. "The line 

battle has opened in our front and ^j YyB.i^^ in oar front seems to be 
IS raging temncally. The masketry ,. ., » • 1.1. ^ j. 

is one incessant rattle, relieved only P^bmg the enemy is the state- 

by the rapid discharges of artillery, ment m the note book. We are now 

The whole line from right to left on the left of the turnpike^ the whole 

seems engaged."t command being halted once or twice 

Having taken oar position in line ^ dress and straighten the line. We 

of battle within the range of the en- are taken from the left to the right 

emy's shells, and hearing ahead of of the tampike and again halted for 

us the roar of the battle, the men are the purpose of making the aUign- 

ordered to unsling knapsacks, and ment. We are now in an open fiel4 

are at once moved forward. where there is wheat-stubble and a 

"We unsling knapsacks about 4 ^^j^ growth of briers. The enemy's 

o'clock and advance towards the shells are constantly passing over 

scene of action, the infantry action our heads. The guides of the sev- 

morning passed on, a council of war was great confldenoe in them/ was Anderson's 

lield but a few yards In the rear of the bri- reply. 

gade, at which Gen. Lee was attended by *' *Give them all the rest you can; we will 
his faithful and trusted lieutenants, Gens, need them soon/ said Lee. 
Jackson, Longstreet and Stuart, the scene ♦♦♦♦♦•• 
forming an ineffacable picture upon the ''Anderson gave us all the rest he ooald 
memories of all who witnessed it. At its and all the rations he could—none at all. 
conclusion, Gen. Lee summoned our com- Just at that moment a courier rode up and 
mander, and said to him, as nearly as we spoke to Lee. What intelligence he eon- 
can remember, 'Gen. Anderson, take your veyed I do not know, but we saw Lee 
men to the woods yonder and refresh them; take his field glasses and look off into the 
I may not need you, but these people must distance. When he took the glasses from 
be driven back.' The men were accorpl- his eyes he turned to Longstreet, saying: 
ingly marched to the point indicated, but " 'These people must be driven baok."" 

scarcely had the ranks been broken and a 

few supplied with food than they were re- fComrade L. L. Marks, of Petersburg, 

formed and pushed forward to a needed Va., who was captain of Company C, of the 

point." 12th Va., says: "When we stacked arms to 

Mr. W. W. Tayleure, of Brooklyn, N. Y., get rations, the trays of bread were in si^, 

who was first sergeant of the Petersburg in front of each company, and were veiy 

Riflemen (Go. £, 12th Va. regiment. Ma- tantalizing to us as hungry as we were, bat 

hone's brigade, which brigade, it should be we left without touching Uiem. At the 

here stated, was a part of Gen. B. H. An- place at which we unslung knapsacks and 

derson's division), in an interview with an formed the line of battle to the left of the 

attache of the Brooklyn Eagle, published turnpike, we were immediately (less thM 

in the issue of that journal of Sunday, No- fifty yard^ in rear of Grimes* batteiy, 

vember 30, 1890, referring to this council of which we understood was drawing the Are 

war, said: of the batteries of the enemy, numbering 

"I happened to be as close to our com- thirty pieces. We moved forward to charge 
mander, General Anderson, as I am to you, these guns of the enemy, and after going 
when he greeted Gen. Lee. He was on an some little distance came to a point at which 
eminence and Stonewall Jackson was near were Gens. Lee and Anderson. Gen. Long- 
by. Jackson was sitting on the edge of a street rode up and asked that his men be 
rock, with his face in his hands, evidently relieved, as they were exausted in the pur- 
pondering some problem. Lee said to An- suit of the enemy on his front. We were 
derson: then marched across the turnpike, very 

" 'Well, General, I suppose your men are a much to our relief , as we had understood 

little tired ?' that we were to have charged the enemy's 

" 'Yes, they are a little tired, but I have batteries referred to." 
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nJ reBimeuts are being posted for our line being properly atraightened 
he purpose of making the allign- we promptly moved forward.! 
lent. Here occurred an amusing I may here meiition that whenever 
loident ; An excited staff officer, we made these halts, generally my 
r courier, rides up and with a voice first act was to stoop down and tie 
bdibie all down the brigade line, up those dilapidated shoes of mine, 
^s: "Hurry up, men! Hurry up! and when we moved forward as 

fe have captured pieces of ar- above mentioned I thought the end 

neiy and thousand prisoners." of my service on that day had come. 

[entioning the number of pieces of A step into a cluster of briers result- 
(tillery and the number of prison- ed in one shoe being nearly wrench- 
Is taken— both extravagantly large ed from my foot, but it was easily . 
-he repeats these words, riding replaced and I had no further trou- 
fong down the line, I think also ble with it during the evening, 
■viug his hat. We are all very Let the narrative in the note book 
inoh cheered up. but rather think be here resumed : 
lat, if all those guns and all those "Soon we strike the scene of con- 
riaoners have in fact been captured, fiict. As we emerge from a body of 
or forward movement was not so woode.our eyes are met by the sight 
BftflftRftiTT At Hnu rat*, tha ft.lln«7 of scorcs of dead aud wouuded Fed- 
JceSMJT. At any rate the fellow eral Zouaves, whose blood-red pants 
[ought good news from the front, m^rk them out conspicuously wher- 
id we were inspirited accordingly, ever they lay on the sloping field 
Brtain it is, that some of those and little meadow before us. Over 
lides were visibly affected by the these we rush at a double-quick and 

^.ews,^they paid more atten.^l'^JiXT:^^^^^^^^^ 
m to the bearer of this news than captured. The pieces are stiU point- 
their then duty to properly hold ed towards us, but around them are 
1 their guns and align themselves strewn numbers of the enemy, dead 
BH. Mahone, seeing that the im- and wounded. At one of the pieces, 
_. , 1 ( » ■ iL 1- as our hue passes between them, we 
Rrtant work of reformin^a- the line ' 


'. battle, which had been very tRefenlng to this inddeot. Comrade Tur- 
.oh broke- in p»..u,g through Ih, r,f £ J/.r, Sri'S'U'i'i-S 
W*t-etubble and briers above re- Buldea out aligning the brigade, some 
Kd to, w- bei.s ,erio„,ly inter- r.°d°,S.;.f„i°2"p,.T.'. 21,1,^^ 
red with and delayed by the guides Teia« brigade playeil such havoo with iKh 
. „, nothing of Ih, men) giving rcS MX5,'SiE"ai; 'S? S 

niQob attention to our enthusias- ""^ """^ "* ^^ ^f "' '■'^ '"'<"* o^'*'' o"'- 

t- , , ii * . 3 'Hurrj up, boys: WehavB thumon therunl 
1 Inend from the front, and mam- it y,„, «,iii just huriy up. we will get our 
lUyvery much annoyed at this, indepfndem-e to-day!' Gen. Mah one. not 

■ t. \ ..Tir . .i_ 13 5.1 I appredRtlngtheint*mipUoii, shouted. 'TbU 

tiefeB out, Make tbatd— d fool get that uiaiy fool to get out of the way, and 

1 of the way," whereupon the bear- JO" lUten to roe.' ^hese were about 0*ii. 

_ ., , <... ■ diBJione 6 worus, as well as i rBDiemt>or 

of the good news moves off, and them." 
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see what can never be effaced from ed and the command of the brigade 

our memory— a pile of artillery hors- devolved upon Col. D. A. Weisiger, 

es, all harnessed together, shot down ^j ^^ regiment. We are now very 
manifestly lust as they were m the ., ® Ti.'jL.i.j 

act of moving a gun, one or more pear the enemy Just m front of us 

apparently dead, the others living, is a burning rail-fence, and in the 

but bleeding profusely and writhing woods to the right of the piece of 

in apparent a^ony, the sight pre- artillery above-mentioned and to our 

sentmg a horrible spectacle of war. j^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^, ^^ t^^p^ 

I recall here a wounded Federal are hotly engaged. We cross the 

soldier sitting on the ground with burning fence and public road near 

his face turned towards us as we ap- by, and swing around to our left, 

proached these guns. His counte- enter a body of woods and are at 

nance was bright and wore a smile, once brought face to face with the 

The poor fellow was doubtless con- enemy, not seventy-five yards dis- 

gratulating himself that he had not tant.§ "They pour a deadly fire upon 

been more seriously hurt, and that ^g^ which we receive lying down on 

his chance of receiving another the slope of the hill," says the note 

wound would be lessened when, our book. "Their fire is returned by our . 

line passing beyond him, he would men, but not vigorously. We seem 

thereby be left in the rear. to be waiting as if for orders to move . 

... . i.1 . forward. The firing lasts about fif- 

As we gam the eminence upon ^^^^ minutes, during which time sad 

which were these captured guns," havoc is made among our men. In 

continues the note book, "we have our regiment we lose, killed, Major ' 

for a few minutes a commanding John P. May,l Color-bearer Nicho- 

^•^.«r ^# fi.^. 4i^^^A ^^^^ «ri.;^v» 4^k^ ^^^ las,- Private James Williamson ,3 (jo. 

view of the field over which the con- ^ ^^^^^ ^^^ 4 ^^ ^ p^j^^^ ^ 

flict has ]U8t raged— over which the ere, Co.G, Private James W.Wyche, 

retreating and pursuing combatants Co. I, and one or two others; woutid- 

have just passed. Hundreds of ed, Col. Weisiger.o Capt. Marks^ Co. 

prostrate Federal soldiers, dead and C- Capt. Owens,? Co. H, Capt. Lew- 

wo^dod mJ.e the Seld look blae ftL^aJsK^t' S'sfeSi 

wherever the eye is directed. Our Thweatt,lO Co. A, Private Alexander 

column, continuing to double-quick 

and obliquing to the right, pushes ^Comrade Marks, who when wounded was 

rapidly forward untU about sunset Lf thr^e^rdr^^L'/tX^B w^ich^ 

we are almost on the left flank of the gaged us at this point were fresh troops. 

^»^*v««. r\-^^ ^* 4-v.r^;^ v^;rvr.rM> r^f «^,*i recently brought to the front from the for- 

enemy. One of their pieces of artil- tiflcations about Wasldngton. 

lery, now not four hundred yards to 

our left and front, fires almost enfi- J; tlX^l^t^boi^!'^/ Rich^o'Sdr'^i ''"• 
lading shots down our line." Z i?rH"ar^"J,'??SSS,^?r.''"'*' ""^ 

A, J* v ^ J.1 • X .'>. Gen. David A. Wcisiger, of Richmond, Va. 

At one dlSCnarge of this gun 1 saw «. (.apt. L. L. Marks of Petersburg. Va. 
ii , I I • .. 1 A 1- J. 7. Capt. Thomas F. Owens, of Norlolk, Va. 

tne blaze leap from Its muzzle. About 8. Col. J. Richard Lewellen, of Norfolk, Va. 

this time Gen. Mahone was wound- ,S: Tr.Tl^^Cotp1i^^Tiyi^^- 
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Co. A, Private Thaddeua 
,12 Co. E, Privates WeBtwood 
113 and Jno. R, Turner,H Co. 
ite Woodrnff 15 of Co. F. find 
E. G. Jolly I't of Co. I, besides 
rbose oames are not now re- 
ed. 

itant William E. Cameron'" 
merely wouaded before we 
the hottest of the fight. 
E. L. Lifseyl** of Co. I, was 
timded before reaching the 
here we were ao hotly re- 
firing over, it being now 
lark, we grope our way back 
■ear in squEids, all organiza- 
lar regiment having been for 
e destroyed. As we passed 
B field — the dim outlines of 
meeting the eye at every 
e are surprised at the great 
! traversed. It seemed fully 
es from the point at which 
uBg knapsacks and pushed 
into the fight. About nine 
we reach our commissary 
. where rations are dealt out 
noet too wearied to eat them. 
; morning the scattered frag- 
<f our brigade are collected 
r under command of Lieut. - 
eph P. Minetree,'" of the 41at 
I, the small detachment com- 

ntler Lee, of I'eisrebiira, Vb. 

lulu Rtmncb, o( Dinwidclk' coumy, Vh. 

rood A. Todd, of Nurfulk. Va 

K. Turner, of Potereburg, Vb. 

Woodnilt, of Blckifurd. Vs. 

lOllr, of Bnliuwlck L'ouDty, Vh. 

n. wm. B, Ctuneron, of Vlrglnlu 

Ufeer. of OroonBvllle county, Vn, 

n. P. Minetree, of relersburtt, Vu. 

Company (1 {Richmond Grays) 
• wounded Prlvatee A. K. Crump. 
Merae, Jnini^s HolUugs worth. Geo, 
tobert Beth and Thomas B. Wi|. 
I Sergeant B. BolUng Pickett. 
rer NIchotaa and Private Miir.x 
ira the only mambera of the com- 
d In the battle of Second Maiiaii- 
tMHMl of Mr. John E. LOHff/ifon. 
ieWiMna, Va., a member of Ike 
CMd vuhaequtnlly first HeuUnaiU 



posing the 12th being under the 
command of Lieut. J, R, Manson.^ 
of Co. I. We march a short distance 
to a different portion of the battle- 
field, where we are halted and stack 
arms." 

To the foregoing there is much to 
be added still fresh in memory. 

When the firing in the woods last 
above described ceased — and it ceas- 
ed on both sides about the same 
time— immediately to my left were 
Private Jolly with a broken arm, 
and young Wycbe a bleeding corpse. 
Being in the woods, and twilight 
having come on, I could see the men 
in our Une to my right and left only 
for a few feet, and was not aware of 
the extent of our casualties, which 
were unusully severe, the regimental 
loss being ten killed and sixty-five 
wounded, and embracing a large 
proportion of our regimental and 
company officers. 

I have often recalled the incidents 
of the tramp across the battle-field 
to the commissary wagons and of 
the nest morning. Still delightfully 
remembered are a young friend's 
cordial grasp of my hand and his 
words of hearty congrattilation at 
my escape unhurt through the perils 
of the tert'ible ordeal through which 
we had just passed. This was as we 
were making our way back towards 
the wagons, one of the enemy's guns 
still tiring parting shots, which raked 
the field over which we were pass- 
ing. 

"Is that you, — ? God bless you, 
old fellow, I am so glad to see you 
have come through all right." These 
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and other like expressions were to might suffer, but my oonscienoe 
be heard as comrades met, and re- would not. 

cognizing each other in the dark- Soon after there-assembling of our 
ness, shook hands as if they had command and its taking its position 
long been separated, each rejoiced on the battle-field in bivouac, I was 
to find the other had survived the quietly resting near the line of stack- 
fierce conflict just over. ed^gnns when Nat Osborne^l of the 
The next morning it was my pur- 12th, a personal friend, having heard 
pose to provide myself with a pair o' niy being in want of a pair of 
of shoes from some dead Federal shoes, came up with a pair of neat 
soldier, but upon inquiring I soon looking boots and kindly tendered 
discovered that I ought to have set ^^ their use. How Nat came by 
about this at a much earlier hour, them I do not know, nor have I ever 
as there had been during the night enquired. Gentleman then, as gen- 
and early morning a very general tleman he has always been, I am sat- 
removing of shoes, not only from isfied that he did not himself take 
the Federal dead, but also from many them from the body of a dead man. 
of the dead Confederates. So I He would have shrunk, as I did, 
abandoned all hope of getting a pair fron^ a»y siich act. Nevertheless, I 
until, on my way, with a party of my ^^^^ ^^ doubt but that those boots 
regiment, from the wagons to the were taken from the rigid feet of 
place of rendezvous, we came to a some poor fellow, Federal or Con- 
dead Confederate lying near the federate, who had yielded his life on 
roadway, on whose feet were a pair that field. 

of good shoes. Noticing this, one I accepted the tender of the boots, 
of our party, pointing to the dead thanking Nat for his kindness, and 
man, said to me, " There is a pair of asked him what I should do with 
shoes that will fit you." I went to them when I should get another pair 
this poor fellow's feet, untied one of of shoes. "You can return them to 
his shoes and began to pull it oflf. i°e," was his reply. 
This was, of course, not easy work, 1° ^ little while I had cast away 
and whilst engaged at it I suddenly ^J old shoes and donned the boots, 
fully realized what I was doing— ^^^ ^^^J were the congratulations 
taking a dead man's shoes, and these I received at my good fortune in se- 
the shoes of a dead Confederate ! I curing them. The next morning the 
at once stopped, and swore I would order to march came. I stepped off 
go bare-footed before I would do an bravely with my new boots, and for 
act which was so repugnant to my the first half mile felt no inconveni- 
feelings. My comrades rather ridi- ®^^® ^^^^ them. But we soon came 
culed my squeamishness, but I felt to some hill-sides, and then I began 
better at having let the dead Con- to find that the boots were as un- 
federate retain his shoes. My feet 21. capt. n. m. osbome of Norfolk, va. 
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jielding as if made of cast iron, and out in an interleaved copy of Carl- 
aooo became convinced that to wear ton McCarthy's "Detailed Minntiee 
them woulil be more painful tliau to of a Holdier'a Life in the Army of 
march bare-footed. I accordingly Northern Virginia," and what there 
doSed the boots, and struck out with appears may be properly here re- 
my naked feet. T would have thrown produced : 

the boots away, but they were not "But this was not the only occa- 
mine-I had promised their owner tn s/"'^, *''*.* ^ remember having taken 
., , - , , the law ID my own hands in company 

return them when I ceased to use ^j^,, ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ soldiers and 
them. Besides this, I was not with spent the night in quarters not 
out hope tbatlmightyetbreakthem. selected by our officers. 
So, tying them together with astring, "The tirst night we got into Mary- 
I Bwong them from the end of my jaixi.on thesamecampaign itlook^ 
,, , ,, , ,, , to a man in the ranks as if our om- 

bknket roll.and,occasiouallychang ^^^ supposed we were not ordinary 
ing their position, attached them to flesh and blood. During the day 
the end of my rifle, and thus made we forded the Potomac near Lees- 
my way mUe after mile over the turn ''"rg. and about sunset another 

pikes almost aU the way from Ma- ^^'^'"^ *1°«'''^ '""^ "^« ^''^'*1'^ 

"^ . ,, .. -r ■ and night coming on we were pushed 

attBsaa to the Monocaey Junction ahead, to go how far no one knew, 

near Frederick city, Maryland. At All were tired, and anxiously looked 

night, however, the weather being ahead to see the head of the column 

cool, I bad to wear the boots to keep ^^^^^ o^ i^to some field or body of 

. . J 1 I ] 1 woods to bivouac for the uisht. liut 

my feet warm, and when we forded ^^j^ ^j^^ g^j^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ 

1 the Potomac at Edwards Ford I woods, woidd be reached and passed 

wore them as a protection against and still the march was kept up. 

the aharp-edged "pieces of stone I When would it end? Would we 

feftred my bare feet might encounter ""^'"'^h '^" ""i,?^'^- >^ on a previous 

1.1. L .1 I .!_ ■ nt II- occasion.'' lo a man sleepy and 

ittbe bottom of the nver. Walking j^^;^^^ questions of this sort were 

orersnch obstructions on the turn- constantly presenting themselves, 

pikes was bad enough — doing the and assuming the gravest import- 

Mme thing with the obstructions ance; but no one could answer them, 

nuder water might be worse. probably not even commanders of 
bngades— certainly not officers m 

Tiie march of the afternoon and command of companies. Finally on 

ni^ht after crossingthe Potomac, on this memorable night, at what houi . 

Sfctoiday, September (Ith, although wedidnotknow.butpossiblytowards J 

Mmparatively short, was exceeding- ^^"^ or eleven oVlock a party of four, ' 

, .'^ •',,., . , , consisting of Dick Davis,-- nydney 

ly tiresome. When night came on jouesp Billy Pucci^^ and myBell, 

the men began to get weary, and all of the same regiment, deter- 

hoped that we would halt for the mined to halt for the night, and o ver- 

. :L-l,t- But we were doomed to dis takeourcommand the next morning. 

I itnient. The experiences of >j, Kirtntd b. navii, or I'eieraimtg v«, 

iuia nigfat, a few yeare ago, I wrote ifl ¥fm"i^ S^il'"" ot"pa'te«bf.'lSy^'« " 



1 
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Having thus settled for ourselyes others of our regiment killed in the 

the length of that day's march, we action. 

found ourway tpastraw-ric^^^ The next morning, bright and 

nfty yards to the left of the roadside, in* f i. 

and taking off our baggage and ac- ^^^^y^ ^". ^' our party were awake 

coutrements were soon reclining in ^^^ getting ready to move forward 

comfort. In a few minutes, however, to overtake the brigade, which was 

looking ahead of us, we saw what easy work to all except myself. To 

were unmistakable signs of the com- ^^ j^ was almost practically impofr 

mand halting for the night. Hun- ., , «,, i. r i.i. • 

dreds of small fires were being ^^^^^' ^he march of the previous 

lighted and were illumining the sky day had completely disabled me, 

in that direction. One of our num- and I at once saw that it was useless 

ber, pointing to these fires, said: to attempt to reach my command 

:Look yonder, boys ! The command ^^^^^1 j^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^e day. So, with 

IS going into camp! Suppose we , . , ,. ^l l t m 

get up and join them?' To which ^^ots danghng alternately from 

remark another of our party, Syd- blanket-roll and rifle, I made the best 

ney Jones, I think, promptly replied: time I could with bare feet, taking 

*No, no ; I would not move from this the public roads along which our 

comfortable place as tired as I am, ^rfgade was moving, and scoring 

if my great-grandmother were up , *=* , . ., , ^' ^ t. j 

there at those fires. I propose about nine miles before I reached 

'camping' here to-night.' So the the command in bivouac just north 

proposition to go ahead was voted of Monocacy Junction and near 

down, and we were all soon asleep." Frederick city. 

It is but justice to make mention I was not the only bare-footed man 
of my three comrades, who with me on this tramp by many hundred, and 
spent our first night in Maryland as in this connection a strong para- 
above described. Dick Davis and graph from a vigorous Southern 
Sydney Jones each served honorably writer descriptive of the trials and 
through the war, with splendid re- tribulations of many of our army on 
cords as soldiers. Sydney Jones died the marches of this campaign may 
last fall, beloved and respected by properly be here reproduced. Mr. 
all who knew him, and carried to E. A. Pollard, the editor of the Ex- 
his grave the scar of a wound re- avihier, that historic fiery war-time 
ceived at the battle of Crampton's Richmond journal, in his work, "The 
Gap. Dick Davis lives an honored Southern History of the War," writ- 
member of the Virginia bar. He ten during the war, referring to these 
was twice wounded, first at Seven marches, says : 
Pines, and again at the battle of the ''The route of the extraordinary 
Crater. Poor Billy Pucci was killed marches of our troops presented, for 

at the battle of the Wilderness. I ^^^^ ^"^ weaiy miles the touching 
1 . ,. ij J L-o! ' J i.i_ pictures of the trials of war. Broken 

last saw him cold and stiff in death ^^^^ g^i^j^^^ (^^^ ^U 'stragglers') 

on that field, when a detail of men lined the road. At ni^ht time they 
were preparing to bury him and might be found asleep in every con- 
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ceivable attitode of discomfort— on with a history of those hooi>t. which 
fence rails and in fence corDers- ^^^ j^^ ^ ^^^j^ j ^^ ^^ faithfully 
some bait bent, others almost erect, , , ■ ,. 1-11 
in ditches aud on steep hill-sides, ^''"'^e^ *» '° ^^^ manner descnbed, 
Rome without blanket or overcoat, are given in the note book in the fol- 
Daybreiik found them drenched with lowing paragraphs : 
m^m, bnt strons in purpose; with "Thua impeded in my locomotion 
■jl|fe»toon8 of bread and meat, rag j ^as forced to straggle no litttle, 
■■Pnid bare-footed, they go cheer- and the day after I slept in the straw- 
s' torwHrd. No nobler spectacle gt^ck of the Maryland farmer, I was 
waaeTer presented lu history. These imable to overtake the brigade until 
beardlofis youths and gray haired it had gone into camp, at the point 
men, whothnsapenttheir nights like ^t which my last entry left it, three 
the boaste of the field, were the best mjigs from Frederick city, where I 
menofthelaud— of all classes, trades found it bivouacked in a wheat- 
and professions. The spectacle was field— two or three hundred yards 
socb AS to inspire the prayer that from the road— to make my way over 
ascended from the aauctuanes of the the sharp stubble of which was ago- 
Soatb— that God might reward the ^y to my suffering feet. But I had 
deTotiou of these men to principle gotten among the boys only a few 
and jastic* by crowning their labors moments, when my friend-Jim Nash 
and Bacnfices with that blessing desired to know if I would like to 
which always bnngeth peace, t have &pair of shoes. My reply and 
There was one thing, however, tlie joy at the delightful prospect of 
that cheered us all up, now that we being once more ^hod may be im- 
_ ,, •\ t -xf ^ 1 L\. agined. Ueiog assured that nothing 
were on the soil of Maryland-the ^^^^^ ^e more acceptable than I 
sympathy of the people. "tind pair of shoes, Jim seized me in his 
people along the road almost unani- arms and bore me across the stubble 
motisly in favor of the South," is the several yards to a tent. Presuming 
entiy made in my diary relative to Ws intentions good, I did not object 
., ■' , o J c . I ^.1 to the forcible abduction, and found 
themarchonSunday.September.th. ^^^^-^^ ^^ (he tent of Capt. Sam 
My personal experiences on this Stevens.i^ our quarter- master, who 
day embracin<^ much suffering and delivered to me a handsome pair of 
greatjoyincidenttorelief therefrom, "V"^^ which fit exactly and were 

_ * ' Dice enough (I thought) for a gen- 

. ,, . tlemen to wear to a ball — the last 

tD^-scribioK the conJltiun of Mahdnea ■ . 1 . u . ^ .l , j 

l.rt([«de whcij It reached 8liarpsburg.com- P,^^ °} .* '?,' '^^ V^ '.^*'' ^^? P""^ 

i»d*Jos. Edwin SpotBwood, a mt^raber of chased in Fredenck city. No oue 

Co. E. IMii Virginia regiment, who was who had not suffered as I had for 

■MiDtlwl In the Bctlou ot sharpeburg, siiys: several days past can appreciate my 

P^!'t?'r,n^^':r°.r»Z',p1£'i Plt»"» «' 'H receiptot lbe.e8hoes. 

■lUi uiilf Bt-venty men rank and fUe, u[ IJut to the WO^m. Iwasnosooner 

■iiom iwfuty-three belongeil to the I2th Kupplied with the shoes, than sun- 

T*. reBiHie..t aiid ihree-Prlvatj-a U. Brueo (J™ applications were made for my 

iMj PPt*rsburg Rlflemi-n,. This wfts th.. ^oota, which I gave to my late fel- 

fMuli of Ul.^ hard niartihlng and fighting low straggler, Billy Pucci, who first 

UiinuKii whk'h the brlfindi^ had iiet^ri. and apoke for them and from whom I 

iif tpui-li straggling dm- to so timriy being - — - — ~ — ^- _ . . — 

(■TO- tooled." 2ft. C«pl, Snin-l Slevem, uf Pi-Uirelipiirg: 
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exacted the promiBe to take care of given in the journal as follows: 
and return them to Nat Osborne. "Wednesday, Sept. 10th. Did 
To follow their history, in a day or not move at all yesterday or day 
two Billy Pucci informed me that he before. This is the longest stop- 
had turned them over to Sydney page since leaving camp at Falling 
Jones with instructions to take care Creek. Left to-day about 2 P. m. 
of them and return them to Nat Os- Marched three miles to the town 
borne, a day or two after which I was of Frederick, which is quite a large 
again advised that they had changed place, containing probably 10,000 
hands, Sydney Jones having also inhabitants. Sentiment of the peo- 
found they were too rough for him ; pje strongly Southern, to judge 
after which I heard no more from from the demonstrations made to us. 
them until several weeks afterwards, Marched thence north-westerly in 
when Sydney and myself met at my direction of Hagerstown, passing 
father's in Orange county, where we through the smSl village otFm 
were both on furlough, recovering View and the town of Middletown, at 
from wounds received at Crampton's which last place the people told us 
Gap, when Sydney informed me that the last district vote was sixty Union 
he had received a letter from Rich- to forty State Rights. The people 
mond from young Thom^i of the here did not hesitate to declare them- 
Richmond Greys, who was wounded selves (Inion. Camped about one 
at the same fight, and who either mile west of the place. Distance 
had on the boots at the time or got marched about twelve miles. Whole 
possession of them afterwards, ask- distance marched to date two hun- 
mg him what he (Thom) should do dred and ten miles." 
with his (Sydney's) boots, to which "Thursday, Sept. 11th. Marched 
the latter replied, asking him 'for about four miles in direction of Har- 
Gods sake never to let him hear per's Ferry, marching behind wagon 
of those boots again— that they be- train and hence very slowly. En- 
longed to the regiment, and he camped about sundown, just east of 
(Thom) had about as much right the little village of Burkettsvilla 
to them as any one else.' "t People about here largely Union. . 

On Wednesday, the 10th, we are Harper's Ferry still in possession of 

again in motion. Our movements the enemy. It is said we have them ^ 

on this and the next two days are surrounded." 

26^R. H. A. Thom. of Richmond, Va. to sore feet I carried the boots in my hand, ] 

+A letter reoelvt^d from Cant Ofthonifl ^^^ I was a Straggler at Leesburg on ao- 
,' It I u ^®^^^^*^? rrom capt. usbonie ^ountof the condition of my feet. Atthte * 

?i°/«^^vS^f^w.r!T^^^^ Pl^^e. ^^ I made my way down the street 

^«Tv.^?^ff7a fl. r^? ft«n^^^ along a line of Confederates standing at 

^h3t«5 no fnrfil?L^^^^^^^ P^^adc rcst. onc of them asked me what 

we^"^vsSo ^*wL^^^ orlere command I belonged to. With some pride 

kn^n i^^BluTer' i^otl^^^^ I replied, *0o. E. 12th Va. regiment. Ma- 

Sa^i^the boote wer^^^^ hone's brigade.' but was floored by the Im- 

th^ir^"es I could^t wear the^' P"^^'^* '«^'^^'« response. 'Yes. d-n you, 

^Lf o;i.^^^'« "?;o«fl^^ !lt^;.oK;,. ,.f an<l you have got your boots In your hand 
Capt. Osborne s qualified ownership of -^ . ® ,-'„ ^ 

the property accounts for his request for its ^^*"^ ^ ^^^ ""^• 

return to him. This sally of wit was a specimen brick 

Like myself, Capt. O. was a sufferer after thrown at our gallant friend, Capt. Osborne, 

we left Manassas. Having provided him- and our command. No one. Gen. Lee and 

self with another pair of boots, which the a few others excepted, escaped guying at 

condition of his feet prevented his wearing, the hands of the Confederate soldier when- 

he says : "I think I remember that owing ever opportunity presented. 
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ay, Sept. 1 2th, March ed 
I the village of Burke ttsville, 
the Bine Ridge just beyoud, 
tamped half a mile south of 
ige of Brownnville^distanoe 
3 about five miles." 
a joomal no other entries up 
tit the following: 
iday. Oct. tith, 18G2. Fred- 
Donty, Md. I take up my 
D write a brief summary of 
BiDce Friday, Sept. 12th, the 
my last entry. Brigade re- 

at camping ground near 
viUe all Saturday morning, 
out three in the afternoou for 
ID South Mouutaiu, about a 
stant. Men went without 
jks or blankets. Being quite 

did not go, and afterwards 
alated myself that I did not 

was very unwell after the 
it left. The 12th and 6th 
its returned to camp next 
'about ten o'clock. The 41st 
i at the pass, and the 16th 
guard another upon the Blue 
Uountaina about half a mile 
F that at which we crossed on 

coming over from Burketts- 
^bout three in the afternoon 
ir, the 14th J. the 12th and Cth 
iered to the pass at which 
I was. We soon reached our 
jou il now felt something 
liau I did in the morning, and 
Qgly left with my company). 
ig the pass, we were ordered 

0*n. W. B, Franklin. U. S. Army. 
IliDI 6th armv umpn. whueu dlvle- 
nuMled by Melj. Geo. H. W. Hlo. 



1882. say> 
otal loBB In killed ami wounded is 
tbese, IK are oBUierB, 5 of whiitn 
Ml. Tht- tutttl loss, hilled, was I lU: 
, UO. Thy I<>s6#e of the fnisiny 
boennitely kiuinn. We burted 1l>D 
leMl, bed took charge of more than 
r WOUDdoil. who wore lutt upon 



down to the fool of the mountain on 
the Burkettaville side, the enemy be- 
ing then about the village. Oui- ar 
tillery, stationed high up on the 
mountain -side, soon opened upou 
them. They advanced and the first 
three or four shots of the skirmish- 
ers had hardly been tired before the 
infantry action became general. 

"After an hour's hard fighting, 
suffice it to say, we were outnumber- 
ed, outflanked, and driven pell mell 
up the mountain. I was so unlucky 
as to receive a severe wound in my 
right leg, which prevented me from 
'skedaddltug,' and thus fell into the 
hands of I he enemy. The loss ou 
our side was considerable— 700 pris- 
oners, and, it is said, 300 or 400 kill- 
ed. The seven hundred prisoners 
included those wounded men who , 
fell into the hands of the enemy, 
which I judge was the fate of most 
of the wounded.* I feel very anx- 
ious to know the casualties of the 
12thregiment. Thus far I only know 
of the following: Chas. Noble,-" 
Co. B, and P. T. Walton.28 Co. I, 
kilted, Lieut.-Col. Taylor,2H Lieut. 
John Patterson,^" Co. E, Lieut. De- 
Shie^tl Co. H, and Cadet Richard 
Christian.S- wounded, and Right 
General C.uide Wm. Smith,*' Co. B, 
Phil. Brown,-t4 Co. C, "VVm. T. Mor 
gan,H-' Co, E, Sod Booker,*i Co. A. 

Lifsay, Co. B, Chas. Prichard,:^" 

Co. C, S. P. Brauscomb,''" J. J. 
Pearsou't!* and myself, Co. I, wound 
ed and prisoners — making in all 

Brig, Gon. Howell Cobb. C. S. Army, 
whoen command wait bmuH;ht Into action 
after the Virginia traopti uommandud by 
Col. Wm. Allen Parham hegan their retreat 
up the mountain, In his oDioIal report, dated 
September 22. 1882. says: 

"The whole number of troops engaged 
on our side did not excaed 22O0, whilst the 
force of the enemy was variously estimated 
from 10.0U0 to 20.000 men. It t-outd not 
have been less than 111,000. and probubly 
reached 15,000. 

"It Is Impossible Tor me to report the caB- 
ualties, SB the tats ot only a tew of the 
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two killed and thirteen wounded, our brigade. In the note book is a 
My brother Richard F.Bernard,40 of detailed account of my own experi- 

£2. r4t-T«T4i»eV^» "T '"-.^ T^ "'"^'J'^ 

also wounded. The casualties must &®^*^®^ ^**^ » diagrram. All of the 
havebeengreater.il Falling into the ©vents of that memorable Sunday 
hands of the enemy as a prisoner, I evening, when I lay helpless within 
met with the kindest treatment from two feet of a hotly engaged Federal 
them and on the We^^^^^^ Hue of battle, and every instant ex- 
mg (Sept. 17th,) was so fortunate as i. j ^^ i j ^^ i « i^ ^ ^ 
to be invited to a private house (that P©cted a Confederate bullet to send 
of Mr. James Giddings), where I me into the other world, are imbed- 
now am, having received every at- ed in my memory, never to be for- 
tention from him and his whole fam- gotten, but it is best that I reproduce 

report for exchange. cnptive of what happened, which is 

"The citizens of this neighborhood 

being almost exclusively Southern [Here follows a diagram which is omitted.] 

in their sentiments, almost all of the "The diagram above gives some 
wounded Southerners who were car- idea of the positions of the com- 
ried to hospitals at Burkettsville batants at the stubborn Uttle fight of 
were invited to private houses. Not Crampton's Gap. 
only this but we have been kindly "The commanding officer who had 
furnished everything we needed in the disposition of our forces on this 
the way of clothing. occasion saw fit to place the 12th 

The 6th, 16th and 4l8t regiments, ?^4 6tb regiments in the positions 

, . 1. • J • indicated at the very foot of the 

whose movements are mentioned in ^lountain. A Hue of battle being 

this entry in the journal, are the 6th, formed behind a rail fence, we had 

16th and 41st Virginia regiments of scarcely taken our positions behind 

large number missinjjj i8 certainly known, lows: Killed, Privates Jno. E. Collier, Wm. 

Of the number that went into battle there C. Everett, Wm. O. Mills; wounded^ Geo. 

are now missing and unaccounted for over H. James, E. Leslie Spence, B. H. A. Thorn, 

800. The larger portion of this number is John A. Turner and Jno. W. Williams.— 

believed to be prisoners, as we were flank- Statement of Mr. Jno. E. Laughton, Jr. 

ed on both the right and the left by the 

enemy, and, thus surrounded, our men were (Besides those already enumerated the 

comp elled to surrender." casualties in the Maryland campaign in 

27. Chas. G. Noble, of Petersburg. Va. C<>;'8 ? and I of the 12th regiment were the 

•28. P. T. Walton, of Greensville county, Va. following: In Co. E, at Crarapton 8 Gap, Prl- 

29. Lieut.-Col. Fielding L. Taylor of Gloucester vate Ben Hatcher was killed, and Xileut. 

,n n^?V°fJ:ki' p Pof .~^^ ^f P.fo«.i.nncr Va ^^o. B. Pattersott. Corp'i C. Edward Aiken 

30. Capt. John R. Patterson, of Petersburg, V a. i t-» • 4. t u v^—^ ^ wr tt 

31. Chaa. H. Dashieldn, of Norfolk. Va. ^"Jd Privates Leroy 8. Edwards, Wm. Hen- 

32. Richard H. Christian, of Richmond, Va. ry Ellington and Frank B. Bussell were 

33. Wm. C Smith, of NaahvilleTenn. wounded. Privates Wra. C. Johnson, Lit- 

34. Philip F. Brown, of Blue Ridge Springs, \ a. fipi.^rrv V Ktjiinhnfk and Oftn W Waito 
Wy. Wra. T. Morgan, of Baltimore. Md. TiPixrr> tu. MiainoacK ann Kxeo. \v. vvailio 

»•). H. F. Btwker. of Petersburg. Va. wt'ie capturod. All wore from Petersburg, 

37. Charles Prichard, of Petersburg. Va. Va. In Co. I, J. J. Taylor, of Greensville 

38. S. P. Branscomb. of Greensville county. Va. county, Va., was wounded in the battle of 
36. J. J. Pearson, of (ireensville county, Va. t? a \ir 

40. Richard F. Bernard, of Orange eountj-, Va. second Manassas. 

[See Appendix for casualties in other 



The casualties in the Bichmond Greys in companies and regiments of Mahone's bri- 
the battle of Crampton's Gap were as fol- gade.] 
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the fence, lying: flat on our faces, be up for nearly an hour by the 
fore the guns of Grimes' battery, batants, poated as above mentioned. 
statioDed near the point where the "A few moments before the crisis 
road passes thron^h the Gap, begin of the battle arrived, whilst lying at 
to fire their shot and shell two or my position near the right of our 
three hundred feet over our heads, line, carelessly loading my rifle, I 
Verj^ soon our skirmishers are seen experienced a sudden pain in my 
retiring across the ploughed ground right leg, just above the knee, as if 
in front of us, and they had no soon- some heavy substance had struck it 
er reached the line of our fence, than with great force. At first it did not 
pop — pop — pop — we hear the guns occur to me that it was a bullet that 
of three or four skirmishers, when, had created the unusual sensation, 
raisin^^ my head (the rail fence at but glancing at the place injured, 
the point where the right of our reg- and discovering an ugly orifice from 
iment was lying rested upon a layer which the blood was streaming, I at 
of large stonest eight or ten inches once realized that I was wounded, 
in thickness, and thus sufficiently and immedially proceeded to bind 
high to shelter a raan lying flat on up the leg with my pocket -haudker- 
th© ground, as we theu were), I chief, thinking thus to atop the flow 
looked through the lower rails of of blood. Soon I remembered that 
the fence to the front, and to my I had a leather strap on my blanket- 
surprise discovered that the enemy roll, lying near me, which would 
were behind the stone fence just serve the purpose better. So I re- 
across the ploughed ground, about quested the man next on my left, 
250 yards distant — a fact disclosed (Braoscomb, of Co. I), to stop firing 
by the flashes of light and pud's of and strap up my leg, which he did. 
white smoke darting out from the I then lay as flat as was possible, 
moKzles of one, two, three, and then and wondered how long the fi^ht 
it seemed a hundred rifles, the blaze would last, thinking I would give 
of the guns in a second's time run- the wealth of the Indies, if I had it, 
iiiog down the whole length of the to be on the other side of the moan- 
enemy's line posted behind the wall, tain, the constant whizzing of the 
It is almost needless to mention that bullets tfaroughandagainstthefence- 
in an instant their bullets were whis- rails, and against the timber and 
tling through the rails of our fence, rocks on the side of the mountain 
fulling in the ploughed ground short reminding me unpleasantly that the 
of us, and striKing the trees, stumps, enemy had uot yet ceased to fire, 
logs and rocks on the hill-side be- Just at this point I heard a noise 
bind ns. Our men at once vigor- to my left where Branscomb was 
onaly returned the fire, which is kept lying, and looking around to disoor- 

tG«n. Fmukllri. Gen, Slocum, ftnd sever. 
•I of tbpir brlfJiaile and rpgliueiital oum- 
iDHidars, In their ufllulal repiirta, etate that 
Uie Cimtei] orates were pusted buhltid a, 
"•tone wall." but mftlce no mention of the 
Oone WAll behinil whlirh tlie Federal llnti of 
hMtle WBB posted. There was a atone wall 
SMiAwhere along the tine of battle occu- 
pi*d by the 12th and 6th Virginia roglmentB. 
wUch two reRimentH alone (I am aatlsfledt 
eolwtltuted the whole force at the foot of 
ttm mouDbilD, but certainly along the front 



\ 



of the right companies of the I2th Virginia 
regiment there was nothing behind wbioh 
the; fought that could properly be called a 
"stone wall," Along the road In whloh 
these companies lay, on the east side of It, 
was an old Virginia Blg-^ag worm fence, 
resting on a layer, or low foundation, of 
atones, eo low that aX the place where I waa 
a man had to lie Hat on the ground to g«t 
any protection. There were piles of ston* 
In some of the fence comers. 



I 
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er the cause, to my horror, saw that men ! Fix bayonets ! !' followed in a 
the fence and dry leaves were on few seconds by another, 'Fall back, 
fire, just about where Branscomb, men ! Fall back ! !' when there was a 
who lay about two feet from me, general grabbing up of guns, blank- 
fired his gun through the rails, and ets, knapsacks, canteens, &c., and a 
Branscomb and the man next on his backward movement. My own oon- 
left were trying to extinguish it. I dition just now can be better imag- 
knew now that the crisis, for us at ined than described. I could not get 
least, was at hand. The enemy away, and just as our men were leav- 
would direct their shots at this point ing, I heard some one say, 'See 
particularly. A severe wound re- yonder, boys! Cavalry!!' I would be 
ceived by poor Branscomb while trampled to death by cavalry, or the 
trying to extinguish the fire served enemy, coming up, would bayonet 
to confirm my apprehension. I at me! Such thoughts flashed through 
once began to drag myself — my then my mind as I lay in breathless sus- 
only means of locomotion — towards pense with Lieut. Manson, who stav- 
Coleman^ of Co. D, the man lying ed with me, awaiting the issue. In 
next on my right, who, seeing me less than a minute,<looking up I dis- 
wounded and thus approaching nim, covered the enemy's line — tne veri- 
begged me for 'God's sake not to table Yankees — the men all exoite- 
come towards him,' urging, as a rea- ment, just over the fence, yelling and 
son that I 'would certainly be killed,' firing at our men, who were retreat- 
that 'the bullets were all coming ing up the hill. I now thought of 
there' — which advice I took, and danger from a new source. Our men 
dragged myself in the other direc- up the hill would return the enemy's 
tion, going to the left of Branscomb fire, and it would be a miracle if we 
where the stones upon which the escaped. The enemy now began to 
rails lay were somewhat higher, and put their guns through the lower 
behind which I felt comparatively rails of the fence, the muzzles of 
secure. The firing now on both which were only a foot or two from . 
sides had slackened. The lifeless our heads. None, who never expe- 
body of young Walton of our com- rienced such an ordeal, can appreci- 
pan^, shot in the forehead, and ly- ate the desperation of our condition, 
ing immediately to the left of the new If the enemy did not kill me, I 
position I now occupied, however, thought our own men would, whose 
reminded me that it was not entirely bullets I expected every minute to 
safe. pierce me, one of which I am satis- 

"The firing now seemed to have fiod did graze my hip, as, whilst I 
entirely ceased, when one of our men lay between the two fires,tlfelta 
exclaimed,'Look yonder, boys ! They burning sensation in that part of the 
are coming across the field!' Im- body, as if a spark of fire had touoh- 
mediately upon which the command ed the skin, and a day or two aftor 
ran down our line, 'Fix bayonets, the fight, upon examination, I dis- 

t Whilst lying as here described. I was on September 22, 1862, says: **The enemy 
my side, with arms and legs drawn about opened with great fury upon us with can- 
as close to my bodj' as was possible, well non and musketry as we gained the base of 
knowing that, the smaller the surface pre- the mountiin. I found myself directly 
sented, the greater were the chances of es- opposite to the enemy, who I were "pouring 
cape, and that I could not afford to occupy upon us a deadly fire from the cover of the 
one inch of superfluous space. Lieut. -Col. woods." It was from this fire that I thought 
Joel J. Seaver, of the 16th N. Y. Inf'y, in every second 1 1 would (receive a' fatal shot. 
his official report of the engagement, dated *[os. H. Coieiimu, of Haitimore, M«i. 
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ib&fc my clothes had been at 
1 point oat us by a ballet and my 
hhad beeo scratched. 
'WhilttI this firing; wils goiiii; im, 
ot. M»it!S)iii. w-liii la,v iH'xl til iiif. 
ralttll.v t-:in<-i1 mil l<> Hit- I>'i'i]<'t-iilH 
t Ilii' r.-ii.-.- ii. ■!». .■iuiliuiis and 
UN,' th;il «■!■ HiTc ■ttiiuud 



Hiid tliitr V 



III I ■ 



end- 



,' ijf wliifh they l'K)k no iiotuip; 
Hil. phufiii^; the whit* pix'kft-hand- 
rcliK'f 1 t*Kik Pnnii my Ifjr upon 
tOHl «f H miunxl. hp helil it up 
feual 111 their fiM-tw, at the manie 
irmyin^ tu them, 'WesiLrreuder!' 
Te uv M'liuiidetl moii!' whereupon 
t w (»■<» 'if them Hiiid, 'Get over 
e fene*-, tli<*ii — ^get over the fence'; 

vhlrli l4l«?iH- Maiismi, who was a 
poBg, athletic mail, seizing me iu 
Barnui, Un*Hi me up to the top of 
efnuvHinl with the iissiatanoe of 
leof tb« FeiieralH tumhted me over 
Ibe othfrwide, and thcu bore me in 
k arout iMTiww the ploughed! field 
<U)e Fwlcral rear. When we got 

Ibr nvxX held l^ehind the ntoue 
ill, lwi> Fe<)ei-al soldiers came up 
il kindly imsiKted Lieut. Man^on 

Iwuing nie at least a mile bai'k 
s h*iM»»e at whieh the Federal sur- 
ntw tuMl improvise a hospital. 
II, |» return to the liattle: The 
nny'H tint'.it the feut^e moimted it, 
A rliargMl up the hill just aft*r 
I l4*n Ihem, itiid what happened 
i"ardK 1 <io not now propose to 
111*, funher than to say that, from 

aorotrnts, our men were terribly 

ted aXDA arattered, driven, aK they 

•, by » largely superior force 

^•U-mellopaud over the mountain." 

l.it^it . Maniton, to whom I ree«utly 

xnt a cnpy of the foregoing account 

<€ vlut tranxpired whilst we were 

llpiUi«r at the fenee, writes the fol- 

ixM before the enemy eame up 



> iin were lying near me, having oome 
from the pla^w at which you were 
wouudoxl. Yon asked if I conld give 
you a "swallow of water.' I rained 
yon up in my effort to gi^e you some 
of the precious liquid 'rithout tiikiug 
my canteen off fit was suspended 
from my person) aud was so engaged, 
when Home one cried out, 'Om- colors 
are gone!' Looking down our line, 
1 saw no colors. liooking immedi- 
ately to the front just over the fenee 
Ui the east of us, about sixty feet 
from where we then were, I saw the 
Federal line of battle advancing. 
Soon the men in blue are right at the 
fence, dropping on their kn<>eH and 
firing at our men retreating up the 
mountains, the muzzles of their 
guns close to our liea«ls. 1 freijueut- 
ly calle<i to them, 'Take <«re!' 'Take 
cai-e.T 'Wounded men!' 'Wounded 
men!!' -Don't shoot!' 'Don't shoot!!' 
Of this they tiiok no notice until I 
placed upon a ninirod the white hand- 
kerchief you hiul tied around your 
leg and told them that we siu-render- 
e<l. The,\' told ns then to get over 
the fence. I lifted you up and over 
the fence, and Iwire yon across the 
field. \s I did so, a mounted officer 
rode up. He iUike<! me if it would 
be 'safe to charge that hill' (our ar- 
tillery at that time were pouring 
grape or canister down the hill-side). 
I told him I was a Confederate officer 
and it would not lie proper for me to 
answer that quoitiun. I then appe«il- 
ed to him to let two men help me 
take you to a Reld-hospilal. This 
he very readily ordere<l to be done 
aud rode rapidly away. I regret 
that in the deepening twilight I 
could not plainly see his features., 
I asked his name. One of the detail 
said Ihis officer was Gen. Slocum, 
the other Gen. Franklin. Others 
said he was Gen. Sumner. Who- 
t'vei" be was, he did a gen 
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h\e act to a wounded enemy when he that no distinction woold be made 

ordered two men out of line in actual between the wounded men, whether 

l)attle to assist in bearing you to the ^^^^^1 or Confederate asked me 

rear. I visited the battle-field the I r. i? ^^f^ff^^^ asked me 

<lay after the battle and found the *^^^^ ^ ^^^^^ ^nd what he could do for 

imcii in ashes, with only piles of me. At the same time he said that 

Ht^)n(^ to mark the corners. I send he was the chaplain of a Maine reg- 

you herewith a rough drawing, rep- iment. I told him that I felt very 

n«enting the battle-field as it im- ^^eak, and that I thought a drink of 

preswid itself upon my memory.' 1 . , ,, , , 

/^ r^uT^i I 1^- 1, some Httmxdant would help me. It 

One of the Federal soldiers who ^.^ , , 

I I 1 4. 1 4. 4r\.^a^\A \.^^^'4r^\ did not then occur to me that I was 

h el whI to bear nie to the field -hospital ,. ,. 

. , , , . r,„ *!. 4.U i. making this request of a minister of 

told me Ins name was Elhwofih, that ^, ^ , ^ . , , 

I 14.- r i-1 1 t:^!! -4.1. tlie Gospel from the land of nrokuri- 

h<» wjiH a relative of Col. Ellsworth, . ^^ .^ , , , 

„f the Zouaves, who wa« killed by ^T' ^\P''*^« '^'^^ ^* '^%*«1P 
Jm-kw,.. in the historic Mansion ^^ ^^' but nothing stronger I t<dd 
House tragedy at Alexandria in h"" I ^ould be very thankful for the 

•» ,o/.i ^ 4.U 4. 1. 4. 1 4. tea. He disappeared from mv side, 

May, 1801, and that he took great . ,.^^, ^i 4. \ -J 

• 1 • 4^u r 4. 4.U 4- 1.- , r 1 u 1 ^i^<l 1^1 a little while returned with 
pride m the fact that his familv had . . , , , , 

. /. .. , 4." 4.1 some tea in a tin cup, which I drank ' 

sent many of its members to the . , ,. , \\ 

/• 1 1 r 4.1 TT • TT- 4. 4. with great relish and benefit, 

field for the Union cause. His treat- ^ 

ment of me was kind and consider- My friend, Lieut. Manson, to whose 

ate, and he was manifestly a manly ^^^^ offices in bringing me from the 

fellow. ^^^^ ^ have always felt that I proba* 

About dark we reached the back- ^^^y ^^ed my life, had now been or- 

yard of the farmer's house which <l^red to leave mp and was placed 

iiml been pressed into service as a ""<^^r guard along with the other 

field-hospital. The premises, yard prisoners who were not wounded, 

and house, seemed to be filled with Soon after he left me, and I think 

wounded men, mostly Federal sol- before the kind-hearted chaplain 

diers. As I wjis about to be placed brought the tea, I was carried into 

on the grass along with the other the house and a Federal surgeon and ] 

wounded men, a middle-aged gentle- nurse came to dress my wound. Of ■ 

man, of kindly and sympathetic its extent I was not then aware, and [ 

maimer, came up and remarking I dreaded the probing for the bullet, ■ 

Jin March, 1892, 1 sent General Slocum a tion. I do not, however, recall the incident 

copy of Lieut. Manson^s letter and of the to which you refer. My loss of officers was 

extract from my note book descriptive of severe, and every minute of my time was 

this battle, with a view to learning wheth- occupied till after the battle of Antietam." 

er or not he was the officer mentioned by I have somehow always thought Gen. 

Lieut. M. In reply he said: "I command- Slocum was the chivalrous officer oiention- 

ed the troops in your front at Grampton's ed by Lieut. Manson, and, in the absence 

Gap. My command was a division of the of proof to the contrary, shall continue so 

6th corps, then commanded by Gen. Wm. to think, although Gen. S. does not recall 

B. Franklin. Your description of the field, the incident mentioned by Lieut. M. 
the fences, &c., accords with my recollec- 
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i so expreeswl myself. The nnree, 
noting miiQ with a very pleaeaut 
c and manner, aoticiug my trepi- 
btiun at thf iiiteuded operation, by 
tay of uerriiig me, said: "Show 
rtniTRrit, l>on"tbeal»niieid." My 
de n>miiijr ti) the rcwiue at lieinK 
vmiiidtHl liy an enemy uf the neces- 
ity for coui-aKe, I t-lem'biHl my teeth, 
nd utikit^; up my mind lor the 
said lo tho snrgeun, "Go 
, doctor!" To my relief tJie 
)Bilet. was Munily fuitud, anrl the 
ition of cuttinfc it out performe<l 
Irith but liltle paiu. The nurse, 
Inndiug niu the bullet, said: "Put 
ill your pocket and carry it 
' and this 1 did. 
Soon afi**r or u little betoi'e this I 
tteogoixal anions the people in the 

e the familiar Uu:v of J)r. , 

f of the n^mental surgeons, or 
nristBQl -siir^tuK, of our brigade, 
nd luldreNsin^ him. asked how he 
M Faptiire<l. I notiei^ iin evasion 
I my thoughtkwa question, and did 
M repeat It. SiibfiMjuenlly 1 well 
liid««to(Ml why the d<K-tor was le 
kot toiuiswer aity <|iif«tion likely 
• dl«.>lot«e the true history of his 
re I then (*aw him. 
dl of the anlor of liatlle, this 
iD, lesiving the rear, had been 
1 uur front line making free nne of a 
1 unihi not make good his re- 
bii), at It^Hst, in Iheexplana- 
Bfdd comrades give of his 

Hy first niglil in this hospital was 

ml hi one of the slwping riKmLS 

thellimrwith my back rest- 



ing against one of the several ba^ 
of wheat which the proprietor of the 
house ha<l evidently temporarily 
plaowi there for safety. In the same 
room iind in theadjoiiiiug rooms and 
passages there seemed to be many 
other wounded men, prinei pally 
Fedin-al soldiers, whose gi'oaus and 
cries I heai-d all through the night. 

The next morning, however, I was 
taken out and placed in the liack- 
porth on the floor aloug with at least 
one other wounded Confederate, Ser- 
geant Otis S. Tarver, a Geoi^an, of 
Cobb's Legion, which command was 
brought into action, I was informed, 
j nst as our men were in retreat up the 
mountain side. Thin layers of straw 
spieail ou the floor constitnte<i our 
licds. I felt prett>' hungry tliis morn- 
ing and would have enjoyed it giKnl 
breakfastjandwasdisappointedwhen 
aeupofweak lamb-broth was bnMight 
to me. But I did not »>mplaiu, as 
the same thing was given our eo-suf- 
ferei's among the Feileral wouudeti, 
and was doubtless the piopev diet 
under the ciicumstances. Indeed we 
had \kvii treated with so much kind- 
ness and considei-ation by all of the 
Fe<ieral stildiera, nffieers and men, 
with whom I had thus for eome in 
eonta*ft, I hail no ground for any com- 
plaint, but much cause for gratitude. 

During theday ^Monday, Septeni- 
Imm- ITith) 1 had several pleasant cou- 
vei'salions with Federal soldiei's. 1 
particularly reiuemU'r a discussion I 
had with a wounded Federal colonel, 
who had his aim in a sling, as to the 
cauBe«andmeritsoftJiewar. Around 
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j» .^ond a groap of liKteuers. and no luvMielf were again plaee<l side by 
argument croold have I leen etmdiH-fed side. A few feet froii) me. against 
with more courtesy than was this, the opposite wall. were. I was glad 
The officer was unquestionably a to tiiid. two members of my n^- 
chivalnjos gentleman. I regi-et that nient. )M>th personal friends, Wm. 
I do not remember his name. Thomas Mi>i-gan and Sod Booker. 

\\Tien night csune on Tarver anrl During the afternoon there came 
myself were left «m the rtrnir of the into this ixxmi a young physician 
open back-pon-h, and having left from Biiltimore. Dr. Buckler. Arm- 
my blanket on the battle-fiehl 1 was e<l with a Ix^ttle of bay rum and a 
afraid I would suffer from cold, but supply of towels, he went around the 
Tarver had a large shawl, which he room washing the faces of the men, 
had iLsed as a blanket, and this he using freely the bay rum. My tuni 
kindly shareil with me. I accord- soon csime, ami nothing (*ould have 
Ingly got through the night with lieen more delightfully refreshing 
comparative comfort. than was the passage of the soft 

The next day (Tuesday, Scptein- towel saturate<l with the fi-agrant 
ber 16th) several of the ( 'onfe<lei*ate liiiuid across my face to which, I am 
wounded, Tarver and myself among siitisfie<l, not a drop of water had 
the numl)«M\ w<»rc plactMl in anibii- l)een applieil for more* than forty- 
lances, cjirricd to Hurkittsville,S nnd eight houi-s. 

taken to an old carpenter's shop Xight <*t)niing on, my Georgia 
which fronted on oih* ol' the streets friend's shawl again came into play 
of the village. At least tiftecii or and sheltere<l us both. Diagonally 
twenty of us wercplactMl on thefiiM)r across the floor from me lay a poor 
of the single hkhh of this building, fellow who appeared to suffer great- 
range<l along the walls, the ftn^t of ly. lie lay ni^r the door and kind 
the men on tin* opposite sides of the ladi<'s who came there an<l looked in 
room, as we lay upon the* straw upon us would bring him delicacies 
placed on tlie Hoor jls <mr beds, near- to eat , V noticed that he seemed to 
ly touching. My (f<H)rgia friend and have no appetite for them. During 



gBurkittsvillo, not Burkettsville, (as writ- a pottery. The carpenter- shop which wm 

ten in my diary and notebook,) is the name used as a temporary hospital is still stand* 

of this beautiful little village, nestling at the Ing." "Just in the gap, where the fann 

foot of South Mountain, which has changed roads separate," adds this correspondent, 

but little since the appearance on Its streets "George Alfred Townsend, who writes 

during those memorable days in Septem- over the signature of *^o//t,'wa8 reporter 

ber. 18H2, of thousands of men In arms, and of the New York Tribune during the war, 

on deeds of war bent, rudely broke the and was present at the flght, has his home, 

peace and quiet of its good people. "It He was captivated by the place and bought 

has not kept pace with the age. No boom, some thirty acres of mountain rock, and at 

but quiet beauty, fertility and plenty make large expense has built a palatial residence 

it pleasant to look upon," writes a corre- and ornamented grounds that a ShenBtone 

spondent, who also says : "The stone wall might covet." 
is there, and the cooper shop near by, and 
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Uic ui^ht he becaiiie di'linoiin mid 
Islk^ iiK'uhei'eiitl.v . He niiiiiHfd 
my sympathies, but nothing what- 
M'w nidld I dufoi'hitii, myself help- 
lew*. TowiU-dj* dayltrenk be lieciime 
(|Miet. The poor relli)W is now j^leep- 
tni; XH'iflly, I tbtni^hl. In a little 
whilp it IB lishl. I l(Hjk a«T(>s« to 
«w hijw be is jfeltiiij; ;tlnn^. He is 
Weep, but in death's <'iild embmce. 
It ii* now WiHluetiday. Hepteiiil»ei- 
the 17th. and we hrar artillery to 
tlie west uf lis. The gi-eat tmttle of 
ShupKburg is iu pro(;reHB, and the 
it« guns easily reHfihes ub 
the mniiutaiiiH. 
the alleriiooD Tarvei', if- 
tM Mwi-KUii and Itooker, said 
lo me : "Your friends ot^rocw the 
y*y are going to a private house iu 
IheDeigblKtrbiMKl.' This wiuiaston- 
ithillg news to me. 1 ealled lU'rons 
lo Moi^rnu u> kuiiw if it wan true, 




hesuid it was. 
,ifuiy <H]e eh«e vnn 



Said I : '-Tom, 
« iu and invites 



fOQ to his house, tell him yuu have 
» friend who would like logo there." 
"l^rtainly I wiU," said Tom. 1 
did nor. dream that any am-h thing 
happen, but, xure enough, 
ffiw tiiiuutes afr^T this in 
elderly nmn. \ery resp<H!ta- 
.nium.>, who walked past 
niynell. mid si-vei-ai olh- 
;ht to Tom Morgan, lie 
ng for a gentlemen to take 
, and Tom with bisgiKMl 
bis new elothes was abi"it 
wan in the party who, to 
appesranues. filled the bill — 
I did not. Reaching Tom 



the old gpnttemau esti^uded his in- 
vitation, whereupon, with the niau- 
uer of a courtier, Toiu thaukMl him, 
but declined, stating as a reason that 
he had a like invitation previously 
extendttl. "Hut," said Tom. tnte 
to hl« promise to me, "I have a 
friend over there (pointing to me) 
who would l>e glad to go with you." 
The old gentleniiiii turned his bead 
around towaiilH me — T was di-eud- 
fully afraid be would not bK)k far 
enough ai-onnd to see me — and t 
was quiek to eateh his eye. t^om- 
ing up to nie, be said he would 1« 
gliul to take me to his honw. I aui 
iil'mid I Jumped al Uie invitation. 
I certainly aeeepted il without hesi- 
tation, and heartily fhanked him. 
Turning to 'ftu-ver he then exl«nde<l 
the same invitation to him, which 
was also promptly aeei'pUHl. 

This wiis indee<l goixl fortune, and 
I could hardly realize it. In a littlt) 
while the paroling otlicei- was brought 
in and l»oth of us werepai-oled. This 
done, oiu' kind friend, Mr. .laiucw 
Giddings, a prominent ami highly 
i-espected citizen of I-Vederick coun- 
ty, a sympathizer with the ISoutliern 
cause, informed us that bis spring- 
wagon would soon lie at the door to 
take us to his house, hi a few uiia- 
ntes the spring-wagon appini-ud, and 
I wati taken up and Ixirne to the 
door — Tarver could walk, Jtisl as 
I reached the door I Siw Iwo haml- 
some young ladit* ou horseback, 
with an escort also mounted, stand- 
ing Just behind the wagon, whose 
presence there and kindly greeting 
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iii(licate<l iiuiiiistakably that they hungry as I was, they differed from 
M'oiihl ac'company the vehicle. The thousands of other Confederates who 
young ladies were daughters of Mr. had followed Lee into Maryland, In 
(riddings. I had thought we were quick time I swept off aU of a boun- 
going to good quarters — I now knew tiful supply of hot biscuit, coffee, 
it. ItesidesTarver* and myself there cx)ld ham and raw tomatoes. My 
were several other wounded Confed- plate and cup werei'eplenished. The 
enite soldiera whom our host had in- new supply soon went the way of its 
vited, and was taking along with us predecessor. A servant came with 
to his house, all Georgians, of Cobb's the enquiry whether I would have 
Ijegion. more. I wanted more — ^much more. 

A ride of some three or four miles I felt ashamed of myself for eating 
brought us at dark to our point of so much, and declined, 
destination, a large brick house, For nearly foui* weeks we remain- 
located in a grove of handsome trees, ed at this place, the recipients of 
the residence of Mr. Giddings. I every attention that our host and his 
was placed upon a sofa in the large charming family, all people of high 
hall. In a short time supper was social standing and refinement, could 
announced, and all went in to sup- extend us. The young ladies above 
per in the dining-room adjoining the mentioned contributeii much to our 
hall, myself excepted. My supper pleasure. The neighborhood was full 
was sent to me. I greatly enjoyed it. of Southern sympathizers. Many, 
Weeks of starvation had given me both ladies and gentlemen, came to 
the keenest appetite. I heard, with see us. A prominent physician of 
en\'y at their good fortune, my com- thecounty,Dr.Geo.W.West,^i^came 
rades at the table, the clatter of the regularly to treat us professionally, 
knives and folks, mingled with peals In a few days there came to us from 
of merry laughter, indicating that all Baltimore contributions of clothing, 
were happy. If they were not as sent by Southern sympathizers in 



*0ti8 S. TarVer, then of Berzelia, Golum* soldier's appropriation of the shawl, my 

bia county, Ga., but now of Sandford, Fla. generous- hearted friend said : **I have 

For nearly twenty -three years I had heard never blamed him for it, for it was a bitter 

nothing of him, but in 18«7 a postal card cold night." 

reached me with these brief words: **Do you 

remember the 14th of September, 1862 ^This noble-hearted gentleman devoted 

(South Mountain, Md.) ? If so, let me hear his time to the care of more than one hundred 

from you. Yours truly, Otis 8. Tabver, wounded Confederates who were scattered 

Sandford. Orange county, Fla." A corresi- about at private houses in the neighbor- 

pondence ensued and I was glad to find that hood, nearly all of whom (two only excepted, 

my old comrade was doing well. I enquired is my information) recovered under his 

about the Hhawl and was informed that it skillful treatment. 

was stolen from his saddle the night after In 1888 the old gentleman passed away at 

the battle of Knoxville, Tenn., by a soldier the ripe age of 85, after an exceptionally 

belonging to the brigade of Gen. Kershaw, useful and honorable life, prof eseional and 

upon whose staff Tarver(then a lieutenant) private, 
was temporarily serving. Referring to the 
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that «t}-. \\V were tuettiuji along 
ilelightfully. Om- only fear wiiMthat 
there wight l»e some liit4-h in Ihe tx- 
cfaaufieuf priwiuei-H iiiiil we iiii|;ht, U8 
soon an we rwovercxl Kiillii'iently to 
travel, Htid oiin*elve« under gnaiti ami 
iwi onr way to Ki>rt DelawHi'e, iiwtead 
of to tilt" Coiifwleraey . 

Aoioiig o'ur visitors were Kwleral 
MiMiem ami ofHc«'i-8, with whom we 
batl Heverul pk-aisaitt tallw. Two 
iifncera invited uh to visit them in 
their uuiipiiuirliy. We would like 
to have aeeeptetl Ihe invitation, but 
dwmed it not prmleut. Their siipe- 
riunt ill cdiiiiiiaiid uii^lit not havi- 
IbciUKht it the pmper tiiin^r to Ix' 
dune, ami mi};bt have endwi the 
niiirtieHy !>>' having iis plaee<l in a 
giianl-hont«e and it-voking our pa- 
rolm. 

On Tuesday, Oetober 14th. we t<Mik 
Imvp of Mr. Giddiu^ and his family. 
We went to tlie Htation on the Balti- 
more & Ohio railroad nearest Bur 
InttHVille, to take the ears to Btilli-. 
more. At thin time the Army of the 
Pokiiiiat-, uMiler (Jen. Mel'lellan, was 
ramped in the vicinity of this station, 
imdatKuit the villafje near the station 
were many Federal soldiers, offieei-s 
sud men, otTduty, Our little party 
of <'onfederateHM'Ht<Koou siurouuded 
l»y a party of Federals, who entertnl 
iatoeonversjition with IIS, A Federal 
vaptain, a mau apguiri-ntly of middle 
>^. twgiin a discnsRion with me as 
III the origin of the war and the iiie- 
I'-iit (heConfederate eaiise, Stand- 

_ I'V as listeners wa« a circle of 
' nil soldient. For a few mioutes 



our talk went on smoothly — pktuNuit- 
1y 1 thought — until, in fnaking a dc' 
fence of the <'oiifwlenLle -side of the. 
question, I hint i>i-ejwion to refer t<*, 
the conntit ution of the Ihiited States. 
No sooner had the wtn-d "eoiistiti 
tiou" Ix-en uttereil than this officer] 
suddenly Mew into ii pussion ant 
i-aisijig his voire escUuined, "("■on-^ 
stitution! Villi talk alxtut the 
xriluiioM.' MOXSTITI'TIOSI 
•(•ONHTITI'TIOX !!' '(J— d d- 
your Boul to h — 1. you ti — d d — d 
rel>el. yon are trying to liinik up the.; 
constitution , and we propose to for 
line (»f Iwittle wj* binitlriiJ IhutuuiH^ 
uliinin uiid niai-eh over your G — d 
d — d counti-y, 11 — d d — a you. 

After this unexpe<'te<l exploeiiin of , 
anger and rnde words, iinaoldierly, 
aA it waH, 1 of i-oni'-se had nothing to 
say, except simply to sn^^^t that I 
was a prisoner, and of coui-se must 
submit to what hiul Ix-en said with 
out further remark. 1 minediati'ly a 
Federal soldier standing near iK-ekon- 
ed to me to step itside with biin, 
which I did. walking with him a IV 
pace« l>eyond the hearing of the un 
gentlemanly old captain, when thia 
soldier, a manly, ho nest -hearted hik- 
ing fellow, indignant at what ha<t otv 
cured, said: "Don't think anything 
of that man's talk. It was a n 
thing to treat a prisoner so. II 
very wi-ouR. We old soldiei's 
have seen service in the field doii'1 
approve it. He is nothing but a re- 
cruit, a new comer, and doesn't know 
how a true soldier should treat a 
prisoner," Thanking my kind 
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torliMnitor, I could but remark that I with whom he said he was at West 

wouhl pre<liet that the old captain Point as a fellow cadet. During the 

would shirk his duty the first chance course of our conversation, which in- 

he would have, as such conduct terested us very much, I learned 

might well be expected from a man from him that he also knew two of 

who would thus take advantage of my school-mates, Major Richard 

HU uiuiruuHl and wounded prisoner. Kidder Meadef and Capt. John W. 

His name, oV regiment, I did not ask, Lea,]: who had been cadets at West 

or can* to know. Point. Having along with us some 

A few minutes later, however, an- lunch, we invited our courteous 

other incident occurred that I have friend to join us, w^hich he did, al- 

orten recalled with pleasure, illus- though I am satisfied that the invi- 

tnit ing at^ it did another and alto- tation was accepted only beeaiu^ he 

get her different phase of character, thought it would make us feel more 

Our part>' of (V)nfedei*ate8 were at ease. Very favorably impressed 

standing near the railway track, with the young officer, and wishing 

when a young officer of striking ap- to know him, I asked him his name 

p<»4imnce, handsome and of very and comviand. '^My name is Ous- 

pli^ising address, approached and ter," he said, **I do not belong to 

ent<M'e<l into convei^sation with us, any regiment, but am on the staff of 

nuiking inquiry of the Georgians in General McCleUan." Our friend 

our party as to Col. P. M.B.Young, was none other than the gallant, 

fMaj. Richard Kidder Meade, of Peters- dead from a wound received in the battle of 

burg, Va., a young man of great promise, Williamsburg, as he had been so reported, 

who died Julv Slst, 1862, of typhoid fever but his old fellow-cadet, then Capt. Custer, 

contracted while serving on the staff of Gen. gladdened my heart by informing me that, 

Lee during the campaigns around Rich- so far from being dead, he had recovered 

nion<i. Writing to his widowed mother on and had married the young lady who had 

the 8th of August, 1862, Gen. Lee paid the nursed him while recovering from wounds, 

following splendid tribute to his memory : and that he, Custer, was at his wedding in 

*'It is fitting that I should sorrow with you the city of Williamsburg. He then told me 

in the untimely death of your gallant son. of his courtship, release from imprisonment 

In him our country has lost a most accom- by the intercession of some old West Point 

pushed, brave and sliil If ul officer, one who friends, and marriage — really a romantic 

bade fair to serve her In the highest ranks affair, an account of which appears in Pal- 

of his profession. In the campaign of the frey's '*Memoir8 of Gen. W. F. Bartiett.** 

Peninsula he devoted himself to his work I^eturning to the Confederacy, Capt. Lea 

with distinguished zeal and intelligence, became, by successive promotions, the ool- 

Under my own eye he has labored with un- onel of his regiment (5th N. C. Infantry), 

tiring energy and performed invaluable .ser- He was a brave and dashing soldier, and 

vice in the field. During the eventful week was wounded on the evening of May 2nd at 

of the battlesou the Chickahominy, he dis- Chancellorsville while in command of his 

tinguished himsHf by his bravery, energy regiment, Gen. Alfred Ivorson saying of 

and activity, making bold and skillful re- him in his report, "Lieut-Col. Lea, up to 

connoissances. It was his incessant labor the time of his wound, bore himself and 

and great exposure during that week, alas! commanded his regiment with determined 

which proved fatal to this noble young pa- bravery." After the war Col. Lea entered 

triot." the ministry and died a few years ago the 

tCapt. John W. Lea, then (1862) of Cas- devoted and beloved rector of a church in 

well county, N. C, but formerly of Peters- West Virginia, 
burg, Va. For months I had supposed him 
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ehiv'alrous soldier who, soon after 
we met him, be^^u as Gen. George 
A. Caster, of the lluitetl States Cav- 
tilry, to make fur himseU' a name 
and ttt win impemhahle reoonii. 
From that t)ctober day till he fell in 
the bltMKly flfiht with the Indians on 
the Little Uig Hora river, watehing 
his PftTwr, 1 never I'eari or heard of 
him but with feelings of kindly In- 
t«re»t and of adutiraliou. The young 
officer who, although on the staff of 
the comniandaiit of the Army of the 
Potomao. did not feel that it was at 
all beneath hi» dignity to seek out, 
utd enter into friendly conversation 
vitfa, a lot of t'onfederate prisoners, 
Hliariug with thein their cheese and 
rrackers, and in all respects treatiug 
them courteously aud politely, was 
of uoiirse made of superior material, 
and it so struck me at the time. 

Wliat a gi-Bit difference lietween 
tBe two men 1 liml within an honr 
met ! They were as wide apart as 
poeHible, each l>eing a type of hn- 
nmo character represented in all ar- 
mies. The one was a coarse and 
eowanUy fellow, who woidd iUus- 
(Irate his valor by an indiguity to a 
d«fenoeless prisoner of war; the other 
a modest aud thorongh gentleman, 
the embodiment of manly bravery, 
who made it » point to so ti-eat a 
^nisouer as to make him forget his 
coBilitioii, and who Ijecame a soldier 
8f whom any country in any age 
might well be proud. 

In dne season the train came along 
ud took us to Baltimore. Here Mr. 
Iw. H. Weedon.4l the son-in-law of 



our friend Mr. Giddiugs, took ns tol 
his house, our party insisting of I 
Sergeant t'olumbns M. Paine, Big- 
gon Eeagan, Kobert liOcklear, all of J 
t'obb's Legion (the two hrBt, men- 
tionwl had been with us at Mr. f!id- J 
dings'). Tairer aud myself. Our J 
stay in this city was limited. Mr, J 
Wetrion took lis down to Gen. Wool | 
to report oiir presence iu the city a 
paroled soldiers. The old general*! 
was courteous iu this iuterview, bat J 
i-euiarking that "Confetlerate sol- 
diers were too fond of staying in \ 
Baltimore,'.' said we "must leave by J 
the next l»oat." Under this order'I 
We had to leave on Friday evening, I 
October 17th. The three days wo j 
were in the city were indeed bright j 
ones. On all sides we were cheered I 
by friendly gi-eetings. On the streets, I 
ou the horse cars, in the stares — 1 
wherever we went — being recognized 1 
as Coufederate soldiers (I was rig- 
ged out from head to foot iu citizen's j 
dress, the handsome and fiishiona- 
bly out elothes of some Baltimore j 
gentleman, probably a dude of tliat 
day, but I wore a calico shirt, waB I 
on crutches aud hatl a bronzed com- 
plexion, and these iadicate<t my I 
identity), we were treated as friends 1 
and acqnaintaucew. Ladies meeting 
us iu the streetH would honor us 
with Ik)W8 and smiles. Ou the cars 
they would engage in conversation . 
with ue. Iu the stores a cravat or ] 
other trifle would t>e purchased and 
handed us as mementoes. Gentle- 
men would ask us to inform them I 



^ 
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^a^u w^ >iiHiUi have. We had beeu to our surprise we found that there 
iaij\\ suppUed with clothes, and were about two hundred prisoners 
viwvuw^l rt-^H^iteti offers to grive us besides ourselves, mostly wounded 
^^*v- • men, and as forlorn a set of jKwr 

\^%t^u we iHKinled the bay steam- fellows as one ever saw. As we 
^rr. tht* lAHusiauu, on the evening of passed through the dimly lighted 
^>i^l;^\» iVlolHT 17th, to go to For- quarters in which they were, they 
l^\>^ MouixH*, a i>art>^ of gentlemen presented a sad spectacle. They 
ttuH us iui {\w lH)at to say good-bye. were men who had been in the hos- 
lVdn>* taking Iwive of us, however, pitals, and those of them that were 
v^ui^onhem put a small package in wounded had received their wounds at 
iht^ h»uds of one of our party, and Sharpsburg, Boonsborough, Cramp- 
loW hiui to open it after the steamer ton's Gap, and elsewhere along the 
siarttnL This injunction was obey- liue of march in Maryland. Leav- 
txK »wl to our joy the package when i^g these poor fellows behind us we 
oi^^utnl was found to contain five passed in to a brightly lighted apart- 
tiv*^ dollar gre(»nba(}ks, one for each ment, in which were set the supper 
\»l us. This windfall — for such it tables, and which to our hungrj^ 
sivuuhI to a lot of impecunious Con- eyes seemed to be loaded with the 
Anlenites — made us feel very inde- most tempting viands, embracing all 
l^'udeut. We were in the upper sa- ^^ the delicacies of the season. 
Unni of the steamer, along with the Fresh fish and oysters were con- 
|^isseugt*i*s, but the presence of sen- spicuous. Ham and eggs and beef- 
tinels, posted about the boat, with «teak stood everj^where in sight. 
jc:uus an<l bayonets, reminded us that Bread of different kinds abounded, 
we weri^ now in actual custody. The ^ "lan who for six weeks had been 
stt^uiuM- stopped at Fort McHenry, restraining his appetite at the tables 
and there came atoard a yoiuig <>^ gentlemen, bec»a use he was asham- 
Heutenant, who took command of ed to etit as much as he wanted, 
the <letail of soldiers on l>oard. eould but feel that now was present- 
WIkmi supper was jeady, I went to ed the l)est of opportunities to make 
this oflicer and told him we had up for lost time, and this I did. That 
money to pay for our meals and supper was greatly enjoyed. When 
would b(» glad to go down and get we left the table the holder of the 
our supper with the passengers, if greenbacks handed one to the officer 
he had no objK-tioji. lie Siiid he <>f th(» st(»amer who was collecting 
siiw no ol)j(»ction to this being done, the fares to pay oui-s, but he refus- 
So down we went, passing the senti- ed to receive it, remarking at the 
nels at the foot of the steps, and go- same time, ^'1 wish to God I could i 
iug down another set of steps to the ^^^ niore for you all." | 

hold of the vessel. (Jetting below. The next morning when we got our * j 
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breakfast there was auother tender 
of mouey, ajid another refusal to re- 
ceive it. We felt that we were in- 
deed lui-ky. 

Arrived at Foi-treas Monroe, our 
boat-lcKvd of priHonerH wsis transfer- 
red t« the large transport steamer 
New York, and here eame the end of 
ow pleasant experience and the lie- 
giuning of others of a difi'erent eha- 
TACter, as may be inferred when I 
Btate that soon aft^r getting aboard 
abont two hiindi'ed men, many of 
tiem showing the effects of great 
safTeriiig, were to be seen scatt^TCd 
ftbont Dpou the tirst deck of the 
eteanier, with nothing but the bare 
floor to stand, sit or lie upon. If my 
memory ia not at fault, there were 
bO chairs or benches of any kind. 
A. loaf of bread and a hunk of fat 
pockled pork was ^ven to eavh man 
IB his ration, and many a poor fellow 
was to be seen seated or lying ou the 
flour with these in hand. TheGeor- 
psns and myself, with onr supply 
of greeni>ackB still untonehe*!, con- 
RlBdetl that we wuld put them to no 
better use than to bargain with the 
iit«wanl or wiime one else in authority 
on the steamer for permission to go 
Qpon the npper deck and at least take 
onr meals with the officers and flag-of- 
tmce passengers. But wonderfully 
poor ac4Mimmodatioua did we get by 
tilis arrangement. Yet I believe we 
got the best fare that could be pro- 
vided by those in eharge of the Ixiat. 
\VTiil8t our steamer lay at her 
Wharf, herdeckscrowdedwithgroupR 
of badly dressed and wretched -look- 



ing tlonfederatcB, watching the ship- 
ping at anchor in Hampton Roads, a 
Iwat-loml of well dn-ssed, slick-look- 
ing, sailors from a British man-of- 
war lying near, rowed past its, jeer- 
ing at our men as their boat moved 
away, Onr poor fellows could, re- 
sent the cowardly insult only with 
words — expressions of contempt for 
this uncalled for act of petty mean- 
ness. 

About noon our steamer got under 
way, bound for Aiken's landing on 
the James, a few miles below Rich- 
mond, and passed in Hampton Roads 
near Newport News the gunboats 
Galena and Ironsides, bothiron-clada, 
the former showing on her sides at 
least one indentation from the shot 
of the Confederate battery in the 
action of May 15th, 18G2, at Dniry's 
Bluff. We passed also the famous 
Minnesota, and the wreck of the 
Cumberland which was sunk by the 
Merriniac in the great naval en- 
gagement of March 8, I8fi2, the tops 
of the masts of the sunken mau-of- 
wai- being visible above the water- 
line. 

About siuiset onr steamer anchor- 
ed for the night off Harrison's land- 
ing. At eleven next morning, Sun- 
day, Octoljer Iflth, we were at Aik- 
en's lauding. At the landing we 
found another large at^simer having 
on boaid another large lot of prison- 
ers, who, like those on our steamer, 
were mostly wounded men, and had 
arrived the day before, but were not 
permitted to land. About five o'clock 
in the afternoon we descried on the 
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hill near the landing a number of ve- famished our furloughs and be speed- 

hides, and soon we began to disem- ing our way to rejoin our Mends, 

bark. A long line of ambulances, Such were our confident expectati^^ 

, . ■, .. We doze as our little spring- waeon 

spring-wagons, drays, carte and oth- ^^^.^ ^^^^^ ^^ strike the Tut- 

er conveyances had come down from skirte of the city. Soon we wiU stop 

Kiehnioiid to take to the city those at a hospital. But the train con- 

of us who could not walk. Tarver tinues to move. Surely we have 

and myself were soon among the oc- ^^J^ sufficiently far to have reach- 

; ^ ^, ^, . ed the main portion of the city. We 

cupante of one ot the spring-wagons ^^^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^.^^ jj^ ^U^ ^ 

and in motion towards Richmond. we have passed tJiroitffh the city. 

As we moved off there was a long Where on earth are they carrying us 

line of Federal prisoners standing *«! The train halte about midnight 

near the road, awaiting the proper f^^.^^^ disembark, and are ordered 
, ^ ^ , 1 V \3 rlu ^o find our beds in the tente of a 

order to take them aboard one of the cheerless encampment about two 
transports at the wharf. The poor miles from the city. What can this 
fellows were in rags and showed in mean f No one can tell us at first, 
complexion and general appearance ^^ were to be quarantinedr^^&mBll 

the signs of long confinement, some T^'^^, feared. We would be re- 
^ ^^'^ ^ . ^ ^ , . leased, it was said, m six or seven 

of them having been captured m ^ays. Many now were the impreca- 
1861 at the battle of Belmont, as they tions heaped upon the head of the 
told us, but their countenances were responsible party. We strive, how- 
bright at the prospect of soon being ever, to make the best of the situa- 
among their own i)eople. Between ^* 
these men and oxirselves there was a ^^^ campaign int« Maryland was 

Btroiig feeling of sympathy, and many f ^*"^*°« ''"* ""^"''^y ''^^^ ""^ <** 
kindly words were exchanged. "Is ^^^ ^'*»' ^'^'^ *'»" ^ «« ^«^ »° *^- 
there any cofW on the boat yon came ***'>'' *'"* *« ^^^ individual Confed- 
onf" sevei-al a«ked, and ^-eat wa* «»"**« «"*•*'«'' *»^« ^^ ^^^ g«od *»"• 
their delight at on r reply, "Yes, boys, tune to survive its dangers and hard- 
a plenty of it " ' ships, and, if a prisoner, to fallinto 

To eomvMv the history of this **^*' •»'"'^« »*' «"«»^ ^^^"^ ^"«»<*» « ** 
Sabbath day, which rounded up even '«** ^he lot of many of us to meet 
nine weeks since the Sabbath in Aug- ^>*^' " '« "" P^^^^^^^S memory, ever 
ust on which we broke camp at Fall- **» ''*' <herished as such. 

ing C-reek, I take the following from 

mv note book : 

■ 

*^Night catches our wagon train ADDENDA. 

just getting well under way. Our As an «<W^/,./wwt to the foregoing ad- 
expectations are bright. In a few , ^, , ,^ , ^^^ 

hours we could be safely landed at ^^'^^^' *^^^^ »^^^^^^ ^ ^^^ ^ ^■ 
some comfortable hospital in Rich- count of the battle of Crampton'ft 
jnond an<i woul<i on the next day l>e Gap, written for the Norfolk (Va.) 



Ittdfer abont 1876, by Mr. T. B. hind au old worm fenw at the foot ^ 
Knmii. an extract from whose fk-connt of the mountain, with a ii«ri-nw field 
-^th.-lwittle of Second Mamuvsas has [!' •'■""' "f ""-ii'. Tin- iitl 
, , , . ,, line Wiia Biippfirli'il In Hi.i 

ilread.v l«*-n given m a note. Ue«- „f (irimeK' l.utlnv, of l'..ilMmmlh. 
t-nlnuKtheartionof Ci-ampton's(iap, pwted on Ihi' iLuiiintiiin in I 
Ur. Kiillin says: whi<;h during Mir IkiUIi' did iiiomL ef- 

^■I'ljon the tattemlbattle-fla+tsof f^'tive execution, 'llic lim- had 
ihrw of tli«- rejiimentH of Mahone'a w-arcely l>een lunneil when the ene- 
uld hripide. the Sixth. Twelfth and m.v !Mlvani«Hl, and inatead of a small 
:»iirt.'vnlh,tlii-iewii8inMril)e<iauame forw of eavalry. it was found that 
towhieh their nitigeil followei-H were an entire eorps (81oeimi'B)[| of the 
«<>ii( [11 point with pride, b» reprc- Federal aimy wa« pi-esent. Fi-auk 
wnliiig one of its most glorious Uu'b§ division was pushed forwanl 
whlevfinents. Althoughoverwhelm- "'"<i 'nade several fruitless attempts 
ml hy nnnil«ere at Cramptou'BGap, t« cross the narrow plateau, which 
iiiithe nth day of t*ept*-mber, 1S62, wassweptby a destructive iii-e. For 
url winpelU-d U> i-etreat, the partio- two houre and forty minutes did the 
ipantM in that action wei-et'Uai-actw- li«l*^ l>»"d sustain the shock, but 
tml aw 'a baud of heroes.' who had their ammunition becoming exhaust- 

.plifthi'*! all and more than was »'! tbeir fire slackened, and a liual ad- 

Mj>wtc.l of Ihini. Their defem-e of vanee. ma<le by the whole corps of 
the paw (imlributed in great degree 'be enemy, was sueccssful in driving 
b> the (-apture of Harper's Ferry, a f'^ < 'oufed crates from their iudefeii- 
pn»- whi<'b richly repaid all it hati sible position, and gaining possession 
BBl. 4>n that day <'ol. Munfonl,42 of the entrance to the (lap, Cobb's 
with alKtut two hundred cavidry. who Lepon- uf «eoi^a, which had been 

picketing llie <in[) und llic vil- seutforwai-dasareinforcement, made 

hp'of Birketlsville.T l«-\i'i"l' tr-'ie its appearauw at this time, fired one 
tkiUcv of the appniach nt I lie .iicniy. volley and seattereil to the four winds, 
I'nder the inipre.-^sioii Ihal lin- nil- losing its liattle-llag and a large mim- 
raWTHg Uw*- was uicrcly :i I..Mly of !»■]■ of priwmei-s. 
anlry, Mahotie's old hrijjiidi-, loin- "The heroic ilefeudeis of the Gap 
auMtnl by Col. Allen Tarbam, of had uoi escaped scratchleas. A 
F«rty-I''ii-Bt, Ihen bivouacked large niuMliir had been killed, among 
Bramisville.t in Pleasant Val Ihcm Ihc noliK- Lieut. -Col. Taylor, 
DM d Li patched to the (!ap to of the T\scll1li. who, tiw) miwell to 
tbem in chcik. With his ac iissunie comiuaud, had accompanied 
ewrtiMiiwI ihirinn, jissiMiii a.'ihe arriv- his Ixiys into the tight and re<«'ived 
rdon thrsiMit, lul. I'arhamdeployHl hisdwith wound. Among the wound- 
kbt ueii, unmltering .■>2t» all told, Ik'- ed wiisCapt..!. K. Iiewellpu,*incom- 



I 
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£ ofiiirScoDO VlnlaLk L^nv.lry ''" P'""!.'!! himself a fnw paiwfi to tliB front 

(tatklitniUc iBioHnnvlllc n^nklhi'v aud right of Ihc ruglrocDt, and In this poel- 

(Slucnm-. lion went forwiutl with ft. This battlu- 

Tbf gallant bearing at Capt. Lewfllun ucMne. thi.> 12th moving dunm the slopu in 

I tb* Une wliHD our leglniflnt formed Ita Unu of battle, nlth iiti<tuly and vlgoruuH 

Bttfl< bUUn on the elope of the mountain stup, Ittt (.siiiimanding uDluHr liwkloK every 

■d bMSli lu deac«>Dd to the road and fi>ncei inub a soldier as he led It torwara to the 

t ttotOM was roDHptcuouB. Drawing hie BDiioua work about to begin. Is one of the 

■ocd, aoA I think waving It over M>i hewl. lasting memories of Crauiptun'u Onp. Dur- 
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inand of the Twelfth, and Lieut. Chas. who has won some distinction and 
H. Dashields, of the same regiment, witnessed the affair, has eulogized 
Among the prisoners taken that day them as a band of heroes. Verily 
was the loved old Maj . Holladay , in the participants in that action will 
commandof the Sixteenth, who, with be honored among the true and the 
his comrades, was marched off to brave. 

taste the miseries of Fort Delaware. '*By command of Col. Parham. 
*^But the delay ha<l been sufficient ' '^R. Tayix)B, A. A. G.'' 

to bar the road to Haii)er's Ferry There should be added the foUow- 
with a living wall, which Slocumdid ^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^ ^1^^ 

not ventiue to attack.'' ° " j,\. ^ , . , f ^^ 

anc43 of the Federal column in the 



•neighborhood of Bui'kitteville given 
by Comrade Jno. T. Parham, of Pe- 
tersburg, Va., who, from an eleva- 



To the foregoing account of the bat- 
tle of Crampton's Gap given by Mr. 
Riiffin, there should be added the 

following official order issued by ^ _ .^. .^ _ ^. 

^^ , ,^ T^ - , «. ., ted position, witnessed these troops 

Col. Parham a few days after the ,_f ' _ . _ ■, j, ^C 

as they were being advanced for the 
action ' • «j 

' -.^ \ , ,, , , T> . 7 assault upon the- Cx)nfederate8 de- 

^^Headquart/'rH Mahoiie/H Brigade, ^ ,. ^ ^ , ^. 

AtKlerson^s mmion, ^^^^^^^ Crampton's Gap: 

Se])tember 26th, 1862. Petersburg, Ya . , June 6, 1892. 
^'The general commanding, being ^^KO. S. Bernard, Esq. 
permitted to retire for a short time Dear Sir : At your re^iuest I 
for the purpose of recruiting his will give you my recollections of the 
health, desires, before leaving, to ex- battle of Crampton's Gap. At that 
press his high appreciation of the tiuie I was a member of Co. C, 32nd 
courage and good conduct of the offi- Va. Infantry, Semmes' brigade, Mc- 
cers and men in the engagements of Laws' division, and was one of the 
Crampton's Gap and Sharpsburg. regimental color -guard. Our brig- 
More especially would he refer to ade held the pass over South Moun- 
the former as a gallant yet unfortu- tain, south of Crampton's Gap and 
nate affair. He was ordered to hold immediately west of Burkittsville. 
the Gap at all cx)sts, and never was A battery of artillery, with four 
a desperate task entrusted to truer guns, was just to the left of my reg- 
hands and hearts than the troops of iment, and eai'ly in the afternoon 
this command. Their conduct on opened lire on the Federals as they 
that occasion has fieciuently been the came through and to the south of the 
subject of encomium, and an officer town (Burkittsville). This battery 

ing the lifetime of this genial gentleman it 1862, when Capt. Lewellen, who had beeo 

was my pleasure more than once to tell him slightly wounded in that battle, reported 

of the impression his conduct left upon me. for duty in time to participate in the action 

In this connection I should mention that of Crampton's Gap. The brave Lieut.-Col* 

since the foregoing has been in type a let- Taylor, although a sick man, went along 

ter received by me from Maj. Richard W. with the regiment, not having reported (or 

Jones, now a professor in the University of duty, and, as stated by Mr. Huffin, received 

Mississippi, and who gallantly led the his wound when with his men at the post of 

Twelfth at the Crater and in several other danger. Lieut. Manson's command of the 

engagements, recalls the fact that, on the regiment as mentioned in my note book was 

morning after the battle of Second Manas- but temporary — perhaps not an hour in du- 

sas, he took command of it, and was in com- ration, 
raand until about the 14th of September, 
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had a fine position aud I had a clear at a double-quick, and when we had 
Tiew of the enemy's advancing col- gone some distance came to a sudden 
nnin. and a« I looked down uptm halt and soon found out that we were 
them it appeared to me that the men in a trap, as your oomtDand had fal- 
' came out uf the ground — there was len back. Ho we about-faced and 
nich a multitude of them. I ne\er went ba<^k about us fast as we eame. 
saw so many blue-coats in my Ute^ — We then went down the moiintaiji on 
I D«ver have since. They looked to the west side to Brownsville, and 
me more like forty thousand than ten Just t^ the nortli of that town formed 
W fiftwn thousand in numlier. They a line of l>attle across Pleasant Val- 
irero marching in lines of battle four ley, and in this position lay on our 
lOr five ileep, officers riding aud arms all night — tHe woi-st night I 
dieeringthemeuon. Itwaaagrand everspent. The next morning abont 
light aud 1 will never forget it. The light we fell back about two or three 
battery near me played terrible hav- himdred yards to a better position, 
oc among them. The shells would formed a line of battle and waited 
burst and tear largegapsin the Fed- for the enemy, who did not come. I 
Wal lines, but they would close up then saw several of the Petersburg 
and forward on. As they reached boys. That evening we crossed the 
,aie foot of the pass that oiu- brigade Potomae at Hai-per's Ferry and got a 
held they seemed to oblique to the pleut.v of maple sugar and cra<fkers. 
right and to push on to t'l-ampton's We were all nearly starved. The 
pap where ynni' brigade was located, next day we Crossed the river at Shep- 
lookiDg as if their'whole attention herdstowu and on the 17th fought 
»aHdirecle<i to that point. Just be- the battle of Sharpsburg, the hard- 
ft»re night a courier dashed up to est fought of the war to me. 
Gen.Semmesandbroughthimorders" your comrade 
to move down the mountain towards ' 
tYampton's (iap. We started down Jno. T. Pahham. 


A lettsr received rrom Prof. W. A, Shep- p«jt In this fight. He further eays that Um 
■rd, of Bandolph Miw^on College, Va.. since boys declared that Buck Johnson and hlm- 
thla address has been in type. informH raa self had only one blanket between them and 
ttuit 111 nddltlon to PrivaloB Spotewood, that Buck got captured when he found that 
Gwynn and Nash. Privates Julian E. Pne- Berry had been, In order to eontiiiue to share 
Um Hnd hlraw^lf. of Co. B, wire present at thn binnket, wbloh waa in Berry's poesee- 
the battle of Sharpuburg, giving the Bifle- aion— a story which a man of Buck's ap- ^H 
ia«aSvH,liiatead ot only three, of thetwen- proved courage could well aftord t<i have ^H 
Igt'tliree men of the 12th regiment present told about him. ^H 
la ttwt ongagBDient. BBEerrliig to these gallant fellows, I re- ^H 

Utlet^Crampton'sGap, on our retreat up Jones, on my return from capture, gave me 
Us mountain. Berry Stainbac fa and myself of the retreat up the mountain. As the men 

toxlmlty of the enemy caused us to leave the enemy close on their heels, Sydney, al- 
Us Bhelter. and, hia avoirdupois not allow- waya full of fun. seeing a few yards distant 
>g Una to exercise the aglUty that the occa- Buck Johnson or Berry Stainbacli (I forget 
h>nd«inkDded, he was cuptured and I es- of whleh hetold the story), likehimsell and 
>|Md. At our neat meeting he was a dia- all of the others whose means of locomo- 

llwTged prisoner from Fort Delaware and tion had not theu been Injured by Federal 
olh of us had been lifted out of the trench- bullets, moving at the most rapid pace, hal- H 

to and given the rank of major." looed to his fleeing friend, ■■Hello. Buck ior ^H 
Lt.J.B.PatlereonBaysthatBerry Stain- Berrj-i! What's your hurry ? Trying to H 

hwsk voluntarily left a bomb-proof detail catch a train T" V 

fiitn him a lew days previously to take To the list of the members of Co. E who ^ 
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were wounded at Crampton's Gap the name A letter received June 13th« 1892, 
of Orderly Sergeant W. W. Tayleure, one the note on page 27 was printed, froi 
of the most gallant eoldiersin the 12th Vir- John M. Shepherd, of Suffolk, Va., wh 
ginia regiment, should be added. present at the battle of Crampton's C 

Comrade Hugh R. Smith, of Petersburg, a member of the 16th Virginia regi 
Va., states that, at the battle of Crampton's informs me that this regiment was < 
Gap, when we were lying in line at the foot right of the 12th at the foot of the i 
of the mountain, he as acting orderly ser- tain and was p>ostAd behind a stone 
geant of his company (Co. C of the 12th Not knowing the position of this regi 
Virginia regiment) was immediately be- I had supposed it was somewhere ( 
tween Robert £. Eldridge, of his company, slope of the mountain to the north ac 
next on his left, and Mills, of the Richmond of the 12th and 6th regiments, the 
Grays, next on his right, both of whom were being the left regiment, 
killed whilst the three lay together in this 
position. . 
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A SKETCH OF THE BATTLE AND OF THE PART TAKEN BY MA- 
HONE'8 BRIGADE. WITH INCIDENTS AND PERSONAL 
RECOLLECrriONS OF THE CAMPAIGN. 



1 

' AN ADDRESS DELIVERED BY EX-GOV. WM. E. CAMERON BEFORE 
A. P. HILL CAMP OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS, OF PETERS- 
BURG, VA., ON THE EVENING OF APRIL 3rd, 1890. 



COMBADEH: 
At Second Maiia88aM, on 
the evening of the 30th of 
AniniHt, 1862, 1 was struck by a frag- 
ment of shell from an enfilading Fed- 
mi gun joHt as our charging columns 
reached the top of a hill and passed 
through a battery of brass pieces 
abandoned by the enemy. Ae<»ordiug- 
1.V, during the ensuing monthH of 
i^ptember, October and November, 
while the command was dearly win- 
ning glory at Crampton's Gap and at 
Kharpsburg, I was enjoying the hon- 
ors and pleasures of what the boys 
used to call (with more of expression 
than of grammar) ^^a wounded fur- 
lough.'* Ajid I may be pardoned 



for adding that these were the only 
engagements in, which IjCc's army 
took part from which I had the for- 
time — ^g(K)d or bad — to Ik* al>sent. 
Returning to duty on the 12th day of 
December, 1 found the army in posi- 
tion at Fredericksburg, Mahone's 
brigade in line near the Htansbury 
house, supporting the batteries on 
t he ext reme ( 'onfedenit e M\ . Th ret» 
UKmths had done fearful work, and 
the camp-tirc?s of the Twelfth cast a 
mournful light upon the places, ever- 
more to l)e vacant, of many a gallant 
soul. And far into the night I lis- 
tened to the stories of the Maryland 
Campaign, and heard how Mayi and 

1. Maj. Jno. P. May. kUled at 3n(l Manassa^. 



4« WAR TALKS OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS, 



Tiiylor2 and Nichola83 and Noble4 and lives. They were clad in cotton stuff, 
scores of other noble comrades had and a more forlorn set of poor devils 
fallen with theii- feet to the foe. The than they were in that, to them. Arc- 
senior captain of last summer, E. M. tic experience it would be hard to 
Feild, wa« now in command a« lieu- imagine. At first, to hover shiver- 
tenant -colonel by promotion, and all ingly around immense out-of-door 
the (*(>m panics save three were leil by firi^s was their only resource, but at 
lieutenants. Ah well, it was but last some bright fellow drew inspira- 
the opening chapter of an experi- tion from his thoughts of home, and 
ence which was to grow sadly famil- in a few days the hill-side was full 
iar Hi^ the yeara went on, and the of exaggerated gopher-holes in which 
morning brought a scene, terrible and they burn)we<l and huddled with 
splendid enough to banish thought comparative comfort. Thereafter 
of pjist and future while it lasted, this experience in digging served 
Ere twelve hours had past Burnside's them in good turn, 
army had reeled back in hopeless About this time T was detached 
disarray from Marye's hill, and the ft-oni the 12th Virginia regiment a8 
curtain was scarcely lowered upon acting inspector-general of the bri- 
one until preparations were making gade, which fact will account for 
for another field of bloody carnage, gome of the experiences related fur- 
******* ther on. In earlv spring Mahone's 
The winter of 1862-3 recui-s to me ^^^ Posey's brig^es were moved to 
iiH the most comfortless of the war. ^^^ old mine near United States Ford, 
The weather was severe, our camps, picketing the latter and forming the 
from Windy Hill to Guest's Farm, extreme left of Lee's infantry, whose 
badly situated, and for the first time ^..^j^^^ ^^^j. j^ckson, guarded the 
the supply of food was irregular and Rappahannock river as far down as 
insufficient. The men were not pro- p^^^ j^^^^^^ Fredericksbm^ being 
perlyprovidedwithshelterandsnow- thecentre. The army had meantime 
storms were of frequent occurrence. ^^ weakened by the transfer of 
r remember that Perry's Florida bri- Longgtreet's corps (except McLaws' 
gade was assigned to Andei-son's di- ^i^.|^ion) for a demonstration against 
vision about the 1st of February, jj^^f^Qj^ 

18()3, when the mercury was near ^^ ^ • 11 n^ - r^ 

' , ., , . . , , Mr. Lincx)ln's cx>nhdence m Gene- 

ral Burnside did not long sur^ive the 
covstly failure at Fredericksburg. On 
the 2Hth of .January that commander 
was relieveil and (xeneral Joseph 
ded ii^cmmplo^s oip^ ^' '^^'^'''' ""''''*"•* ''''""" Hookcr appointed in his stead, with 
nL^a^^''"^^'^'' ^^''' ^'^'^^^^' ^*"^^ *^ ^"^ ^^^' urgent instructions to assume the of- 

^4^ Private Chas. G. Noble, killed at Crampton's f^^^^^y^ ^t the earliest moment. It 



zero and the ground six inches deep 
in snow. The command was just 
fr<mi the far South. Few of the men 
had ever seen snow or ice in th(^ir 
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i bf owiifrssetl that the Jirst st^-ps atrootioiis were rep<'at*il with iirct-nt 

je new leader were full of eiipi'jfy iiisistwiee, yet hiw movements were 

WeU-ilinft«t . ITie army of the ho lU-layeil that. Ihoiij;h the liattic 

mac was in fearful comlitiou. of Chanwlloi-svilleiiid not orour im- 

OTil spirit, itn eorpn eommiimlers lil many UuyK nller he was expoct«<l 

KgvrbeadH, it« t*im' and discip- to join, his I'lnce was absent when 

relux»l, nn<l Ihemoniingi'epoilM it iK-cuiied." 

red ninety thoutuind Inen to be On the liOth of April Hooker an- 

Bt without Iwive. (Jeneral Hook- uouncetl to the authorities his read - 

t tmce addressed himself to the iness to advance. His plan of eam- 

of remedyinfT these evils. The puij^ was simple and well conceiv- 

eldy grand divisions were abol- ed, and if exei-utwl with energy 

I uul IJie luiruly major generals ought lo have Huw*e<led at least in 

ordered to report elsewhere; throwing Lee back upon the Xtirth 

uoBStepB were taken to reeall Anna line and a.juncliou with Long- 

itteeo, the caviilry and artillery street. But the Fefjeml getieral laek- 

B were, re-oi-gauized under 8t«ne- «! the tactical ability Ui reap the 

and Hnnt as ehiefs, and the in- fruit of his strategic succesB. Ia-c 

y was divickni into eight eorps peneti-atccl his plan, and foiled it b> 

iree divisions eiich. under Key- the unexpei-t«l boldness of his an 

I, Oouch. Sickles, Meade, S«fg- swering move. The resujt was vw 

, Smith, Sigel and Slocum. nmch rlue to Lee's knowledge of 

' tbe 15th of April U*H)ker was Hooker's ehaiwteristics as to his 

f to move, -'wealher permit- seienw in war. The operations oe- 

" with one hiindrwl and twenty eupied six days and iuelude<l three 

nnd men, infantry and artillery seveml lialtles, but the wh<ile story 

twelve thousand cavalry at his from a military point of view may he 

Bml. To meet this force Gen. \-ery briefly told. 
Icuuld niuBter only flfly-seveu Hooker thi-ew fttnr mrps, sixlj 

Uuid of all aims.* President thousand men,* by way of the up- 

le, at page :iti6 of volume II per Rappahaunocrli and Kapidan 

JB "Rise and Fall of the t'onfed- fonts upon Lee's leftnyir, and 

} (iovernnient."' says; ■•When enissed Seilgwiek with thirty six 

iiU-aucc of Hix>ker was threaten- thousand men at Fredericksbnrg to 

inBtraetiouH were sent to (ien. itemonstrat** or suwanlt as cinami 

(Street to hasten his return to stanc-es might dictate. At tlie same 

fcrniy with the large force in- time he threatened Banks' Ford, and 

ed to him. * * * Thewin- thus I^ee's line of march t« Chan 
cellorsville. All the prelir 



I Swlnton'e "Campaigns oi the Army 

Potonia-j" BDd Taylot'e 'Four Yfiird 

" for Ft^d^rat bd<1 Confeilt>rate Hg- 
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moveuieiits were cjirriecl out a« laid Rappahanuoek again divided the 

down. On the night of the 30th eontestaiitH. [a] 
Hooker was at C'hancellor8\ille in This is the outline of the picture 

easy reach of a country favoi'able for sis history will present it, with the 

maneuvering, and in a position to ghastly addition of losses; but there 

strike at the coniniunicntions of his is absent all the coloring and detail, 

opponent. But he hesitated, and the first alarm, the huriied march, 

was lost. Lee neither retreateil the swift attack, the deadly grap- 

southward nor tried to hold his lines pie, the myriad voic^es of battle, 

defensively ; but when apprisinl of the cheer of triumph, the curse of 

the presence of Hooker on his left defiance, the moan of suffering — and 

seized upon Jackson's masses, hurl- the changing panorama, the tongues 

ed them in reverse to the enemy's of flame leaping from the cannon, 

right, wheeled his own left wing by the smoke hanging in wreathes 

the rear into a line at right angles above the tender foliage, the long 

to the river, left Early with nine gray lines of grim-faced soldiery 

thousand men at Fi'ederi(*ksbiu*g ; charging through the twilight, the 

and first crossing the Federals in the gleam of bayonets and waving ool- 

dense forest around C^hancellorsville, ors alK)ve the low pai'apets, and 

became the assailant and the victor, there, at last, the dark masses of 

Then he tiiirned upon Sedgwick at men in blue, the bui*st of fire, the 

Salem church, enabling I^iirly to storm of shot, the wild confusion, 

regain the heights at Fredericks- the moment of suspense, the waver- 

burg, and forced him back over ing foe, and then the madness of 

Hanks' Ford, and returning wajji ready pursuit. **It is well," said one of 

to give II(M)ker's main lx)dy the co«;> Britain's great cavalrymen, as he 

<//' f/race wheji an advance dis(*losiKl wiped his sword upon his horse's 

that officer's w ithdrawal, and the mane, after a famous charge — ^^it is 

[aj General Hooker never made any offl- in our very presence which General Lee 

cial report of this campaign. General Hal- had decided upon, and the execution of 

leek Bays in his general reswne of military which he intrusted to General Jackson, wae 

affairs for 1863, "I receivecKio o£ficiai in- one of great risk under almost any circam* 

formation either of his plans or their exe- stances. On the present occaeion it offer- 

cution." He, however, afterwards tosti- ed more advantages than it generaUy does, 

fled with great minuteness before the Com- * * * Its conception was well adapted 

mittee on the Conduct of the War. and one to the situation, and its execution by Jack- 

of the pleas offered in explanation of his sou was excellent, though the lateness of 

defeat was that Lee's army contained "the the day when his blow was struck deprived 

finest body of infantry of modern times." him of tlw; full advantage of the maneuver." 

General Warren, whom we afterwards en- The opinion is well grounded, and is shar- 

countered so often as commander of the 5th ed by many Federal ofllcers with whom I 

army corps undei Meade and Grant, and have conversed since the war, that, but for 

who was so harshly treated by Sheridan at the wounding of General Jackson at a crit- 

Five Forks, was then chief engineer of the ical moment, the results would have been 

Army of the Potomac, and gives the most much more decisive, perhaps to the extent 

complete and professional history of Chan- of cutting Hooker off from United States 

cellorsville to be found in the Federal ar- Ford and destroying that wing of ^sarmy. 
chives. He says : "The flank movement 
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well that war is so terrible ; we on the Fredericksburg 'pike, where 

ihould grow too fond of it." we were to l)e joiiunl by the rest of 

***** 5^ the division, and there oppose the 

In was late in the afternoon of enemy until General Li^e (»ould bring 

Wednesday, April 29th, that two up the rest of the amiy. At niid- 

ea\-alry videttes galloped up to Gen- night General Anderson, after rea<l- 

eral Mahone's headquarters and re- ing a chapter from the big family 

ported the enemy to be advancing Bible on a centre-table in the cham- 

in foree on the road from Ely's Ford, ber, pulled off his iKwts (I remem- 

At the same time demonstrations ber he had on woolen s(K?ks,) and 

were made at United States Foi-d, slept soundly until 4 o'clock, when, 

which showed plainly his intention after issuing final orders for the 

to throw a force over at that point, withdniwal, he returned to the se- 

and a little later information came lected line. During the night a 

of another oolnmn manning east by sharp rain fell. The staff was in 

the plank road from Germanna Ford, the saddle Wtimes, and just at the 

Id a few moments couriers were crack of dawn, Thumlay, April 

dashing back and forth, and within 30th, there wa« a popping of caps 

the hour the winter-<|uarters were and o<»ca8ional dis<»harge of pieces 

abandoned, wagons and impedimenta in the direction of the picket line, 

of aU Borts on the way to the rear, follownl by utter silence. (General 

and the two brigades were in posi- Mahone was puzzled to understand 

tkm to meet the ad^-ancing foe— Ma- this, and I rode into the woods some 

hone to the north of Chanwllor's distance beyond the ri<lge on which 

hoase and Posey's fac^ing westward, the pickets had In-en posted the 

with two guns of Grandy>( Norfolk evening In^fore, without finding a 

Bluea; battery covering each road, aignoftheui. Neither did the ene- 

Plcketa were thrown out, but the my at that time In^tniy their pres- 

cnemy halted before collision was ence. Upon my galloping Imck an<l 

kad, and the men went into bivouac .reporting to General Mahone, lu* 

in line of battle. made some impatient e.vclamation, 

At 9 o'clock General Andei-son ar- and Col. Allen Parham [/>], who 

rived at Chanoellor8\ille, where Ma- was near by and mount^Kl, iliushtnl 

hone had occupied a room, and, after off at spee<l, and hardly miche<l the* 

eooaalting with that general and ground I had just left when he wsis 

Posey, determined to fall back in greeted by a volley from the Fwleral 

the morning to Tabernacle ('hurch cavalry at only a few paces distance. 



[#> Cd. Wm. Allen Parham, of the 4l8t life. After many hair- breadth escapes he 

Tbj^nla InfMitnTi daaenred, among a band was at last a victim to wounds received in 

iffiuleM Dtttmto, to be known as **the the forefront of battle, and is remembt^red 

Irarwl of «a btrnTe." He was as reckless by all of the old brigade as their beau ideal 

•• generoos in all the relations of of a dashing soldier. 
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Fortunately he was not struck, but, reached a field alx)ut one mile east 
his hoi-se shying, his cap was thrown of Chancellors\ille made a bold at- 
off by a swinging limb, and the colonel tack. The 12th was commanded by 
returned, shaking his head vigorous- Lieut. -Col. E. M. Feild7 [c], who 

ly, and cursing *'the Yankees" who conducte<l the maneuvers with 

with a freedom and mw all his own. rare precision, retiring each line al- 
CaptainThos.F.()wens,5onelieuten- ternately, and when pressed uniting 
ant (Woodhouse,6 I think,) and the two for resistance. He soon pun- 
twenty -three men of the Xorfolk Ju- ished the enemy so severely that 
niors, ha^l btK^u gobbknl up with not they desisted from further demon- 
as much noise as a clever darkey stration, contenting themselves with 
would make in robbing a hen-roost, observation, at a respectful distance. 
We heard, months afterwards, that Of this movement General Lee 
the min had so moistened the leaves says : ^^The enemy skirmished with 
which covered the ground like a mat Anderson's rear-guard ajs he left 
that the approach of the enemy was Chancellor's, but being vigorously 
unheard until they rushed in among repulsed by Mahone's brigade, of- 
the men, and that then the rilies had fered no further opposition." Gen. 
l)een rendertnl useless by the rain, Anderson sjiys : * ^ They subsequent - 
so that no resistance could be made, ly attacked the rear-guard of Ma- 
It is lucky that the enemy did not hone, but were so effectively repuls- 
move forward at once, or the brigade ed that we were no further annoyed 
would have been caught napping and by them." (icnft-al Mahone says: 
theartillery was entirely exposed; but ^'He subsequently (?ame u]K>n our 
now their opportunit>' had passed. rear-guard — the 12th Virginia In&n- 
The troops were at once set in mo- fanti*>'. Lieutenant - (^olonel Feild 
tion on the Fredericksburg road, commanding, — was repulsed, and so 
while the 12th regiment was deploy- effectually as to leave us free fi^m 
ed in a double line of skirmishers to any further annoyance during the 
cover the rear. The Federal cavalry change of position to which I have 
promptly followed, and when we hjid already referred, and then in prooesB 

5. Cai»t. Thos. F. OwenN, of Norfolk, Va.. Cap- service until the autunm of 1863. On the 
tain Junior BlueH. (N) H, 12th \;a. regiment. promotion of Col. W. to a brigadler-gene- 

6. Heiir>' ('. Woodhouse, of Norfolk, vii., Lieiit. * , ,. n -u • « n j-^ 

Co. H. i2th Va. regiment. ralsliip, Feild was given full command Of 

7. Col. I'^-erard M. Feild, of Petersburg, Va. tlie regiment which he led on so many 06- 
casions with so much cool intrepidity and 

[rj Lieut. -Col. Fielding L. Taylor, a skill during the absence of his superior, and 

brave and accomplished ofllcer, and who served as such with distinction to the close 

had given promise of great distinction, died of the war. 

from the effects of wounds received during Just h<^re it should be stated that at 

the Maryland campaign : Major John P. Cranipton'H Gap Capt. J. Bich'd Lewellen, 

May had fallen dead, shot through the afterwards lieut.-colonel, commanded the 

brain, at Second Manassas ; and Col. I). A. regiment, and that Capt. Rich'd W. Jones, 

Weisiger had suffered on the same field a afterwanls major, (commanded it at Sharps* 

dangerous and well-nigh fatal wound, the burg and in many of the engagements d«- 

effects of which disabled him from further ring the la.st year of the war. 




atiou," I do imt renifiii- 
t we sustained aiiy liws «lii- 
B skilful and (rallaiit nmiKni- 
■ do the records partiiinlar- 
Neithvr am I able to give 
of th* Feilerals, as their car- 
\ engaged at several points 
', and the i-etnms of killed 
luded are only given in ag- 
for the whole series of colli- 

10 o'clock Tabernacle 
was reached and a line of 
as foiTued, the order Iwing 
Posey, Wright, our lirig- 
le tnrapike, Wright '» on the 
ad, and light intrenchments 
eted with a rctloubt for artit- 
ea^li road. The Uny was 
uetly, save for occasional 
loting. The Federali* muvctl 
It sight, but nuule no demon - 
Abont noon one ciiterpris- 
lan climbed a tree in a I'anii- 
uc hiindred yanis in our 
id wounded two of the men 
B throwing up cover lor the 
t was Mime time lii-t'ori' liis 
( discovered, hut finally oiic 
's M)8Biiisippians ohtained 
m tu "hum" foi' liini, and 
iiDUt«vt litter spieil liim out, 
a long shut bronghl Ihc 
•me marksman down I'roni 
perch, the body I'lillinfr like 
wuuodeU W|uiri-el fnjni limb 
Util it struck the ground, 

areh being at wood Is frequent- 
ha 'Wooden Churoh," to dlstln- 
aa Salem Cliurcti. which wtu or 
Is fieqiinntly called tli<> "Brick 



Loitking at the descent through my 
field-glasses I could almost hear the 
thuii. The next morning when we 
advanced an old woman living in the 
cabin near by reptnleU that the unin 
was dead when picked up. During 
the evening I was sent back with dis- 
patches and met the head of .Tack- 
son'H corps hastening forward, and 
all night long his columns fllle<I the 
roads. The night passed without 
incident. At sunrise (Friday, Maj' 
1st,) Oer. McLaws arrive<l with his 
division, except Barksdole's brigade, 
which remained with Early at Fred- 
erioksburg, and extended our line 
to the right, occupying the trenches 
along Mott's run. The men were still 
engaged strengthening the breast- 
works when, at 8 a, m., General Jack- 
son arrived and assumed command, 
at once issuing an order that work 
on the intrencbments should be dis- 
continued. I find a note to that ef- 
fect iu my memorandum book, with 
the comment in pencil, "That means 
we are not to wait for Hooker." 

THE ADVANCE, 

Sure enough at 11 A. M. the eol- 
nmn was ordered forward, Mahone 
taking the lead on the turupiko with 
McLawa' division following, the 
Twelfth, under Col. Feild, being de- 
ployed in front to develop the ene- 
my and to gain time for formation 
of line of battle when lie should be 
encountered in force. The column 
was preceded by a detachment of the 
Third Virginia Cavalry, under Capt. 
Hill Carter, and accompanied by one 
piece of Capt, Charles R. Grandy's 
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and one of Capt. Tyler C. Jordan's The engagement now waxed hot, 
light batteries. About a mile and a and the supports were thrown in. 
half from the church Carter came As McLaws moved forward the Fed- 
upon the cavalry outpost and drove eral artillery opened on the head of 
it in. His horse was shot and he his column. By some blunder his 
stopped in the road and with delib- ambulance wagons and ordnance 
eration, under heavy fire, unbuckled train had followed immediately in 
and brought off the saddle and ac- the rear of Mahone's troops, and 
coutrements, fortunately escaping were now not only in the way but 
without a scratch. The Twelfth now were exposed to the full fire of the 
met the advance of Sykes' regulars enemy. A stampede followed, each 
and pressed them back upon their teamster whipping furiously into the 
supports, the fire becoming general, woods with sublime disregard of get- 
and the regiment holding a brush ting out again. Wheels were locked 
fence for some time against the ene- against trunks of trees, teamsters 
my's line of battle. The artillery swore, mules kicked, and the shells 
came into action within point-blank flew fast and furious. Presently a 
range, engaging Weed's Battery "I," six-pound shell struck an ambulimce 
Fifth U. S. Artillery, and held its 'midships, tore off all the rear parte 
own, though without cover in the of the vehicle and left the driver 
open 'pike, under the rapid service perched on two wheels, himself and 
of four guns, until the enemy yield- animals unhurt. Finally I found a 
ed the position, [d] road leading off to the right by which 

It was now that Capt. B. B. Banks, ^ the train could be brought, by a dr- 
of the Petersburg Biflemen, received cuit, back to the turnpike and suffi- 
the hurt from which he eventually ciently to the rear, and so overcame 
died. Oeneral Mahone says in his the panic. But while looking for 
report : "Among the gallant spirits this road I rode into a picket post 
who were seriously wounded Capt. on the Mine road, and was captured 
Banks, Co. E, Twelfth Virginia In- for the first and only time. Fortu- 
fantry, must be mentioned. He nately the detention was of shoit 
fell among the foremost in the skir- duration ; for being carried back to 
mish fight of his regiment on the the cavalry reserve I recognised 
turnpike. May 1st, and was at the Dr. Jas. S. Oilliam, an old Peteis- ' 
time commanding the advance, burger and friend, and found I was : 
His conduct was beautifully heroic." a prisoner to Booney Lee. 

\d\ The Norfolk Blues battery lost here, About 3 o'clock Jackson's musket- ! 

of the crew of their single gun, one killed ry was heard in brisk rattle on the 

and six wounded; and Capt. Grandy says : i i j tit • i^i. t. l^ 

-During the sharpest of the engagement I Plai^k road. Wnght was sent tO : 

had only two men and Lieutenant Peet to make a detour towards Sykes' right- i 

!!!2L ^ ^"° ' rear, and a general advance was made I 

dild 8J5u«5£^\ 5^"^' "' '*'''"'*"^' """' "'° before which the enemy slowly w- 1 
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I The Twelfth had lost, though 
tieavily id nnmbers, some of its 

men, and had performed its 
■ so ae to win praises from the 
BTS directing operations. Gen, 
tone writes, in his report to Gen. 
erson, "The conduct of officers 

men * * * deserves high 
nendatioD and at least this ac- 
trledgment at my hands: the 
Ifth Vir^nia. Lieut. Col. E. M. 
[I cotDmanding', for its rigid and 
lent resistaDce to the superior 
b of the enemy while covering 
formation of our line of battle 
he tarnpike on Friday." There- 
F the progress of the brigade 

steadily onward, "fighting its 
j" says Gen. Anderson, "along 
old turnpike to a point ( near the 
fee house) about one mile from 
D cello rsvi He." Wright's niove- 
it had meantime been saccess- 
Uid Gen. Jackson had establish- 
llis line in sight of Chancellors- 
\ on the plank-road. Darkness 
iikn end to operations. 
B this engagement Gen. Sykee 
|oyed three brigades on the turn 
i and claims that with this force, 
tor sharp fighting," he drove our 
■niBhers in. His losses cannot 
tiactly ascertained from any doc- 
^ts now in my possession ; but 
jtiTision was not actively engaged 
apt on this occasion, during the 
dons around ChancellorsTille, 



and it may be therefore assumed 
that most of the casnalties reported 
were sustained on May Ist, and they 
summed up, killed 28, wounded 167, 
missing i*l, [e) 

The sounds of conflict now ceased, 
and were replaced by the ringing 
of axes as the Federals strengthened 
tbeir already formidable works. But 
the night was big with events which 
were to burst on the morrow. A 
short distance from the line on which 
our men found such rest as turf and 
sky afforded, the last council of war 
was being held, the participants be- 
ing only Gen. Lee and the great 
lieutenant who was "his right arm," 
I saw them twice as they gravely 
conversed. What passed we only 
know from the events which ensued, 
and from the brief sentences in which 
Gen. Lee announces tbe conclusion 
reached. "It was evident," says he, 
"that a direct attack upon the ene- 
my would be attended with great 
difliculty and loss, in view of the 
strength of his position, and his 
superiority of nnmbers. It was, 
therefore, resolved to endeavor to 
tnm his right flank and gain his rear, 
leaving a force in front to hold him 
in check and conceal the movement. 
The execution of this plan was en- 
trusted to Gen. Jackson with his 
three divisions. The commands of 
Gens. McLaws and Anderson, with 
the exception of Wilcox'a brigade 



I From reports of the regimental com- Hykes as mieeing during the evening of th« 

KTB who were engaged under Bykea, let. but some of them may have come from 

■led ^non the above was nritl«o. Ifl:id Meade's column, advancing furtlier to our 

^the Sgures gfven in the test are sub- right. Sykeg' men were In the trenoheB 

1bU7 corre(<t. I rect^lved more than east of Ctiancellorevllle and were not put 

e the number of prisoners reported by Into action on the Jnd or ;ird. 
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of the latter, which during the night silent and rapid, and his colamn had 
had been ordered back to Banks' gained the dense thickets to the 
Ford, remained in front of the ene- south-west of Chancellorsville with- 
^y'' f/'J ^^^ *^y interruption from the foe. 

In couseciuence of the contem- As the rear of his train was passing 
plated movement some changes in Catharine Furnace a large force of 
the position of the troops had to be Federals, under Gen. Sickles, ad- 
made. When Gen. Jackson moved vanced from the plank road and at- 
off early on the morning of the 2nd, tempted its capture. The small force 
Wright took the place of his troops left there by Jackson was unable to 
who had held the left of the plank resist the enemy with success, and 
road, and later when Posey and the greater portion of the 23rd 
Wright were sent to the Furnace to Georgia regiment was taken prison- 
prot^t Jackson s rear threatened by ers ; but Posey and Wright were sent 
Sickles, Mahone 8 brigade was trans- to reinforce the threatened point, 
ferred from the turnpike to Wright's and after a severe fight Sickles was 
former position on the plank road, repulsed and the train saved, [g] 

JAOKsos*8 LAST VICTORY. While the flanking column was 

Affairs were now in shape to make pushing its way silently and swifUy, 
answer to Hookers announcement the lines of which our biigade formed 
to his army that **the enemy must pa^^ were handled so as to make a 
either ingloriously fly or come out »how of great force and to impress 
and give us battle on our own ground, the enemy with the belief thai as- 
whext^ certain destruction awaits sa^t was imminent The skirmish- 
liim/' eis were active all day, and by feign- 

Jackson moved off early Sahcmlay ed attacks made in rapid saoceesion 
morning by the Brock and Furnace kept their opponents constantly on 
road;sk his movements covered by the alert. When the guns of Jack- 
Fin Lee s cavalry commanded by son were heaid« giving notice that 
Stuaxt in person. His march was Jackson had struck the enemy, the 

_*^' McL«w>s. vaj^ Al;i^\ shiHt bv Bairt^- ville adU ^> ieI«*$Tmpti^ to Waehingtoii— * 

iUI^> t>«*ipft^V. which had be^n left vtth xci$:nt«^rpr^i«cioQ vhioh eaused him not on- 

£akri5^. ;^^ U:a: the fvH^vooiifK\>atitt^ Hvv^er Iv to rvf j^ co S:okie$ tlie mutiraritj aaked 

whi> J*ck:kx::> s:ov\s5ier.t w** in j^cvvtv^sbs^. fvY. bu: :o ce^Iecs me«£3iii«t& which were 

«XMi:K;s^^ v>( \>r.'^* WoCi^>r\**s. Semme^' azsi rvvvvnast^csied ii> hia for stziNigtheniog the 

Kers^v'^ br^ndes^ v^ MoLaw>!l^ «zsi ejLp«.>a«*si ■'au:,^. u ts hard to ondentuid 

Wr^:*. >lAh-x-.v'?s r,>!^y> Ar.xi Forry >, :.v why. si^ii ^<ei:::^ hi* belief . he did not 

^^ Ar>5e'r!«^.>c . /-*. a^., ^ ^xt. ^r,4^^«ie* r. -=:N*r- n:jii^' i*. <"::e .:''=:vx:.«r»::-x: agminst Anderson 

;r:^ eVwc :is>«-sfcr-.i :u;-ste:;>. jii'.o. MvLdi«<. oc die :li< s«>ek toemhnirus 

yjix>? Sf*er. dtr2\*£*^ th-e Fe^-^tTsL o£svr!> :v :*>.-&. i**:nAvi- w.'zi: .rsc^saoce, would have 
>uas>s:5i^ ti'-f r^ML r::TNAr.:"Hi: .'i^ the \.\>cf''v.- yr, vw^.: ^ <«::v.c> :r:err-rcioc to Geo. Lee's 

f.x *^':i»,'r.*y :o vre^58> w.ih h.* «h'Ae vVCt^xs^. r»i:.,-^ :- Aiv^k::».-; ;^ li.-* rvs5 of the Union 
Sit a,v>*L*r wi«?-:i „r-5.Y=:^ oi the inxx*** l.:v: fCjk:.T>A ^.vz:. \^ :z:«70»^ the ««dy aeri- 
*s< v^.'Ci^ 2iAr:i-r^s jkT,>j5> hj? r^: vvc- .xl> .CtiCxK-? •ir.t- -eTVfiiz^ lo the irktoriooe 
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troops in front of ChancellorsviUe of our troops. In the ardor of pur- 
weie ordered. to press him strongly suit through the thick and tangled 
on the left to prevent the sending of woods, the first and second lines at 
reinforcements to the other wing, last mingled and moved on together 
Gen. Lee's orders were not to make as one.'* The resistless onslaught 
actual assault of the works unless had swept all before it for two miles, 
some unexpectedly favorable oppor- when some Federal troops were with 
tunity should offer, and a general great effort collected by Gens. Sick- 
oblique to the left was directed so les and Pleasantou, and a stand was 
as to gradually close the interval be- made at the house of Metzie Chan- 
tween the wings of the army as Jack- cellor, where a line of rifle-pits 
son closed in. Our brigade took crossed the road. [A] 
part in this operation with trifling Here some detention occurred, 
loss, the lines advancing upon hos- but Bhodes' and Colston's men gath- 
tile intrenchments and the artillery ered for another effort, dashed over 
playing vigorously, until the increas- the intreuchments, and pushed on, 
ing darkness put an end to hostilities, ''and the flight and pursuit were con- 
[See addendum 1 to note i.\ tinned until our advance was arrest- 

Jackson had reached the turnpike ed by the abatis in front of the 
at 4 P. M., and formed his three lines works immediately covering the 
at right angles to and across the main position at ChancellorsviUe." 
road, Bhodes in front, then Colston, It was now dark. Gen. Hill was 
and A. P. Hill last. At 6 o'clock ordered to move to the front and 
the advance was ordered, and the relieve the front lines which had so 
enemy fijrst encountered (Schurz's far borne the brunt of the action, 
division of Sigel's corps) were taken and whose ranks had become so 
utterly by surprise and fled with blended and disordered that it was 
slight resistance. ''Gen. Rhodes' necessary to reform them. General 
men/' says Gen. Lee, "pressed for- Jackson was very urgent that no 
ward with great spirit and enthusi- time should be lost in pressing the 
asm, followed closely by the sup- advantage, and pushed to the front, 
porting lines. Position after posi- leaving orders for Hill to follow. 
tion was carried, the guns captured The men of the latter, coming up 
and every effort of the enemy to in hot haste, met their beloved lead- 
rally defeated by the impetuous rush er returning from the direction of 

- {k\ It was at this junoture that occurred resort he ordered the Eighth Pennsylvania 

an insUuioe of heroism on the part of the to charge in the face of Khodes' masses. 

Federal cavalry which deserves to be re- Led by Maj. Heenan this small body of 

eorded. Fleaaanton finding Howard's line horsemen dashed straight into the wither- 

broken and fleeing was seeking to gain time ing Are, and though their h«'roic leader and 

for a new formation and to post a large eighty of his men were mowed down as if 

number of guns to sweep the field over by a s^;ythe, the object was accomplished 

which the Confederates were advancing, so far as to malte posHible the only real re- 

The latter were upon him before these ar- distance offered during that blocjdy evening. 
rangementa were completed, and as a last 
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the enemy, and mistakmg, in ihe Lane's North Carolina brigade drove 
obscurity of the night, the cavaloade the oolomn back, and ihe line of 
of horsemen for Federal oayahry, battle was eataUiahed in the teenohee 
fired a too unerring volley. (General formerly occupied by the enemy. 
Jackson fell from his horse wound- It was now 10 o'clock, and the men 
ed in two places. Capt. Boswell, were ordered to rest on their arms, 
chief engineer of the corps, was Stuart spent the succeeding hours 
killed, and several others of the es- in forming connection with Lee's 
cort were injured, some fatally. The left, and posting batteries to enfi- 
enemy, aroused by the fusillade, lade the fortifications at Chancel- 
opened a heavy fire of musketry and lor's house, (i) 
artillery down the road, with such Sunday, may 3bd. 

effect that twice the men bearing Morning broke dark and lower- 
the general from the field were ing. At daylight Perry's brigade of 
struck down. General Hill assum- our division was moved towards tiie 
ed command, and at the same mo- Furnace, and on his arrival Posey's 
meut the enemy advanced to the at- skirmishers were pushed forward 
tack under cover of a furious can- when it was found that the enemy 
nonade. They mistook the conf u- had retired from that position. Stn- 
sion incident upon Hill's troops re- art now resumed the attack with 
lieving Rhodes and Colston for a Jackson's corps on the right-centre 
retreat. The Fifty-fifth Virginia met of the enemy, and their first line 
the assailants and repulsed them, was carried by assault. General Lee 
losing their gallant colonel, Francis says, "under a terrific fire of ^mns- 
R. Mallory , in their counter charge, ketry and artillery." The barricade 
General Hill was about this time was then taken, and the troops were 
disabled, and General Stuart was brought face to face with the main 
sent for to take charge, and just at intrenchments of Hooker, behind 
this time the right of Hill's line was which his cannon were posted. 
assailed by the division of Sickles, Three times these works were car 
which had been pushed forward to ried, and each time the "brave as- 
the Furnace as before stated. There sailants were compelled to abandon 
the fighting was obstinate, but them;" but a fourth attempt, aided 

[i] In my remarks on Ghancellorsvllle as upon Gen. Stuart's conduct of affairs. He 

originally prepared, I made some criticism says: ''The latter officer (S.) ably disoharged 

unfavorable to Gen. Stuart for not pressing the difficult and responsible duties he was 

his left toward U. S. Ford, but more care- thus unexpectedly called on to perfonn. 

ful investigation has brought the conviction Assuming the command late in the night, 

that this would have been attended with at the close of a fierce engagement, and in 

too much risk. In fact, Gen. Lee was anx- the immediate presence of the enemy, 

ious lest the army should be cut in twain at necessarily ignorant in a great measure of 

the Furnace as evidenced by his orders to the disposition of the troops and of the 

Anderson and McLaws already quoted, plans of those who had preceded him. Gen. 

Gen. Lee, in his final report of this cam- Stuart exhibited great energy, promptness 

paigii bestows unqualified commendation and intelligence.*' 
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by an enfilading fire from thirty the batteries working in full view 

pieces of artillery under Cola. Thos, while on the other side the blue 

H. Carter and Hilary P. Jones, maseea were fleeing throagh the 

proved irresistible, and the enemy burning woods, cannon, wagons, 

gave way in confusion. At the same horsemen, while the smoke was Inrid 

moment (here I quote Gen. Lee's with bursting shell and the ground 

report) "'Anderson pressed gallantly was attewn with the flehris of battle 

forward directly upon Chancellors- and the guns and baggage of the 

viUe. * * * As the troops, ad- defeated foe. Wright's brigade, from 

vancing upon the enemy's front and the lay of the ground, wae first on 

right, converged upon bis central the Chancelloreville works, but a few 

position, Anderson efTected a June- moments after the whole line was 

tioD with Jackson's corps, and the abreast, and when Gen. Wrightcame 

whole line pressed irresistibly on. tearing down the road with his yel- 

The enemy abandoned all his forti- low hair streaming in the wind to 

fied positions at Chancellor's, and announce his success, he found our 

retreated towards the Rappaban- flag already planted on a Federal 

nook." Mahone's brigade moved redoubt. "By 10 A. M.," says Gen. 

with ite right on the plank road. In Lee, "we were in full possession of 

the final charge the scene was in- the field." 

spiring to the highest degree, The But not long were we left to real- 
Confederate lines visible along the ize the fruits of triumph; for hardly 
wholecurve-formatioD,theinenrush- had the retreat of the enemy been 
ing forward with triumphant yells, verified by the advance of skirmish- 

(i) During the demunstratlotiH made b^ nxpuctliifc Sedgwluk'8 advance upon our 

Anderaon'e dlvlslun In aid of Jucksou'e ruar. Beciiivliig notice from the sergeant, 

movement. Capt. W. CaiterWIlliamsoF the I rode back and eaw enough to convince me 

fith Infantry. Mahone'H brigade, commauU- that then- wuh danger of an eiKape. One 

Ing the sklrmlBbere of that regiment, char- Federal lieutenant wbb particularly bold In 

ged on and through tlie enemy's abatle on urging hie men to make a break lor Ircedom. 

the plaiik road, Hred upon his main lino in I hod Area built In a circlu eucloalng the 

the rifle pite "captured tbere prisoners from Held, and borrowed a six-puMnder from an 

four different regiments, and tho colors and unattached battery in park near by, wblefa 

coIor-b«arer of the 107th Ohio, retunihig to was trained upon the prisoners. The state 

bis position with his handful of men with of affaire was reported to headquarters, 

onlj the lossof one prisoner." It Is mourn- and later on orders were received to march 

tnl to add that this gallant olHcer was mor- the prisoners by the left to a point near the 

tallj wounded the next morning while lead- Furnace and turn them over to the provost 

ingbiscoiDpaiiy over the very ground of this then stationed. Marching in the gloom of 

hrid and successful sortie. the Jiight and following ni> road, we man- 

(*) Up to dark of the 2nd of May about aged to get between the picket lines. The 

two buDdred prisoners had been tunied over Federaie opened Are and our people replied, 

to tbe rear-guard, of which, as Inspector. ei> that for some minutes the poor captives 

I had dlriMjtion. which consisted of Serg't wore exposed to a sharp fusillade from 

irtkj aud ten men. They were stationed friend and foe. They obeyed with great 

In rcKr of the brigade's position on the alacrity orders to lie down, and were ex- 

pkank niad. about one mile from Chancel- tricat«d from their dangerous position wit^ 

loravllle, and were charged with the duly no casualties but a flesh wound to thp mu- 

of arKfttln^ stragglers and guanlJng the ti nous lieutenant. Kromthcofflcertowhom 

eaptuied. About V o'clock the prisoners the delivery of the prisoners was made, we 

fraw very restless and deOaut, evidently first beard of the great success of Jackson, 
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ers, before Gen. Lee rode up in per- gade at Fredericksburg, Early start- 
son and Mahone received orders to ed with the rest of his command to 
face to the right and take the road Chancellorsville. The enemy at once 
towards Fredericksburg, aiding Mc- made threatening demonstrations at 
Laws to repulse the enemy advanc- the fords, and the mistake in orders 
ing from that direction. So hurried- having been corrected, during the 
ly back we trudged over the ground night the troops were restored to 
so hardly won by three day's fight- their original positions. Before 
ing, learning meantime what had dawn on the 3rd, the enemy took 
been going on at the right that possession of Fredericksburg and 
morning. advanced against Marye's Heights. 
The enemy had been quiet in Gen. Several assaults were repulsed but 
Early's front up to Saturday after- the Confederates were outnumbered, 
noon. During that day Gen. Early outflanked and forced to retire, 
was instructed, in the event Sedg- Gen. Early took up position on the 
wick should withdraw from his front telegraph road and Gen. Wilcox re- 
and move up the river, to join Lee's treated on the plank road until he 
main body with the bulk of his force, reached Salem Church, where he 
But the staff-officer bearing the mes- formed line on a wooded ridge and 
sage misunderstood its purport, and prepared to resist the enemy. Here 
directed Gen. Early, unconditionally we came up with him and went into 
to move. Leaving Hays' brigade position on the* extreme left. A very 
and one regiment of Barksdale's bri- short time elapsed before the enemy 

and were welcomed as the bearers of glad was to deprive one of them of all further 

tidings on returning to our own command, interest in the proceedings. I left, fortified 

(3) Towards morning I was sent with some only by the reinforced coffee which Oeorge 
message to the quarter-master, and riding had given me while the cook was making 
back was hailed by Geo. L. Simpson^ from ready. Every one to his trade! Theghast- 
a group of tents standing in a cedar grove ly sights of battle had not hardened me to 
near the road. It was the camp of the look upon mutilated humanity as a work of 
medical director of the army. The sur- art. Regaining the lines, I tied my weary 
geons had been hard at work all night with horse to a swinging limb and soon feU to 
saw, knife and bandage, and were about sleep. After awhile I was wakened by the 
taking a very early breakfast, preparatory touch of something deathly cold and start- 
to a move to some less exposed position. I led with the idea that my hand had come in 
received an invitation to partake of their contact with a snake, but, opening my eyee, 
meal, very aticcptable to one who had eaten found that in turning over I had thrown my 
nothing for twenty-four hours, and was just arm over the nude body of a Federal soldier 
fairly seated to hot biscuit, butter, ham and killed on the 1st of May. This coming im- 
real coffee, when a young enthusiast of a mediately upon the intensely practical joke 
sawbones came in and laid on the table at of the young surgeon overcame all sense of 
my side an arm just amputated from some fatigue, and I found neither "slumber nor 
poor fellow, remarking on the extraordinary sleep" thereafter. (This expression was 
symmetry of the limb. I have never quite used by Maj E. L. Brockett to the troops 
solved the doubt whether his action was at Charlestown during the John Brown trial, 
prompted by honest motives of admiration and was much ridiculed; but in the old Kirk 
for the subject of his handiwork, or by a version of the 13l8t Psalm the closing line 
desire to lessen the number and appetites of the noble stanza, beginning "I to the 
of the partakers of the meal; but the effect hills will lift mine eyes," the last line is ren- 
dered, "He slumbers not, nor sleeps.)** 

9. Geo. L. Simpson, of Petersburg, Va. 
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attacked, tbe weight of his presence burg. Ou the tith our division (An- 
being, however, to tlio right of ub. derson's) moved forward to tbe jono- 
WiJcox and Poeey bad a spirited on tion of Ely's Ford and Mine roads, 
gag«ment, and drove back three line^ where, ou the 30th of April, we bad 
of battle. la our froDt tbe brunt of opened tbe campaign, to ^attack 
the action fell upon the 61st Virginia Hooker in his new fortificatioas ; 
regiment, under its accomplished but tbe works were fonnd to be aban- 
colonel, V. D. Groner,") which com- doned. Our army went into camp, 
niand was deployed as skirmishers many commands returning to the 
to cover our formation, and which campa occupied during tbe winter, 
held the enemy back with great firm Mabone's brigade occupied a new 
D6H8 maiutainiag its line after tbe camp near Salem Church and there 
last cartridge had been expended remained a few days before starting 
(or some time and under heavy tire, on the Gettysburg campaign. 
Our casualties here were small, and The loss in Mabone's brigade dur- 
the engagement of this afternoon ing the series of engagements foot- 
wae the last in which we were actu ^d up 255 killed, wounded and miss. 
ally engaged during the campaign, ing. The casualties in the Twelfth 
The next day troops were concen regiment were 86, of whom only S 
trated on Sedgwick's front and rear, were killed. [;!i \m\ 

aod Gen. Lee hoped to crush him ; 

but the movement was delayed too 

long, and during the night of the ADDENDA. 

1th the enemy escaped across bridg- As a member of the Petersburg 

68 which he had laid at Banks' Ford. Kiliemen, (Jo. E, Twelfth Virginia 

On the 5tb we returned to Chancel Infantry, into which company, dur- 

loisville and Early occupied bia for ing the previous winter, I had been . 

mer positions around Fredericks- transferred from Co. I of the same i 

^JajJeu. V. IJ. iironer, urNofJulh. Va. prp pars and perpetual* tliu rt^cord! [Even 1 

WB owe etemol nonot. They wore borne _» » .l , „i,i, i, " j vr _ _ _ n » 

<iiil«nl.l»>l by Am,, but Utttred and be- ?' "f '"' ','! "."f „Si, ,S ? JJS f 
lrin»dwUb the b.U..nd .moke ot rams' Jeart •»» be.t beoo.th the Oonledemte 

J?l»'.S',Sl;.',„","''T£S,';.i';,',rw';'i'i l5 ^e Conte,lo™t. le„ Ih kllM ma- 

£,.i'2?.m?i»..TJ pS?.!^!. .nlT,^ wo.eded WM ten thoound. The F.dei.1. 

!!S.. ?iiS tii^S L'lS . loet eeveuieen thoneand killed, wounded 

SSe"rt'£.lt^ wlui?iS; to S.t ■"■' P"™""- •""••" P'"" "'♦■«"•'?. 

Si^'A'tiSs.sr.vrMrzi! '::^:^zix, a: i^rthfeis-o-i 

SK- SJi.^i. w» ? « ?,Kf, u ■ «!■" •!»"» "brndoned by tbe -Ojliiii Ddtoh- 
eter aoldlerly Wm. C. bralth. AllHDMagee. E w . ovcevoatii ami hianbem i 

<l««geW.CogbllJ..ndothen,..hotora,ed ?„"„,h to sooS . dlvtoto ■>'•""" 

Um iit-«UaBt guntxl and reinforced it when ^^sn to supply a diviaion- 
lUuiiad by death, gome oomrade should n. Jweph c. Fowike., of Crewsi Va. 
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regiment, I took part in the Chan- for a sutler and fancy my wagon con- 
ceUorsville campaign whose history tau^s innumerable supijKes. The 

dress by Gov. Cameron, and made pord on the Rappahannock, 

entries^ in my diary of what was at "The appearance of things, to eyes 

the time deemed noteworthy, and unaccustomed to such, was odd and 

also in the winter of 1865-6, began ©T?? Ijjdicrous. First, I am struck 

to ^ i. my not, b?* "•«»«' SS iSl tt'S.i™'^* \°S 
of the campaign which was never chimneys suggestive of the impor- 
completed. From these sources, tance attachra to fires by their build- 
and from memory, in which much ^i^ They were scattered about with 
that does not appear either in note ^^^ reference to order of position, 
iw.^u ^« Ai^^ \1 4:..^i„ «^^ ^^A aJ^a no two of them resembled each 
book or diaiy IS firmly fix^ and otherin architecture, except perhaps 
still fresh, I will make some additions in the single particular of the chim- 
to what Gov. Cameron has said, and ney, which in almost every instance 
will also give accounts from other was a monstrous appendage, out of 
participants. aU proportion to the hut. 

*^ *^ In these uttle tenements, how- 

First, let me reproduce what I find ever, I found as lively a set of fellows 
in the note book descriptive of the «« I ®ver before met. They were all 
camp of Mahone's brigade and the ^ ^^? ^^rli^t spirits, f uU of life and 
„.*V- 1 * 11 X .1. seemingly free from care — ready for 

roUickmg, happy, fellows I there ^ laugh at almost anything. But in 

found on my return to my company tJie matter of dress it seemed that 
after an absence of something over they were not precisely in that con- 
seven months whilst recovering from dition in which they would have liked 

the sketch made of this camp and ^^s ornamented by a large patch 
its occupants, portraying them as upon his pants, the odd shapes and 
still vividly remembered, being as divers colors of which, to say nothing 
follows : ^' their material-— some of them be- 

ing made of leather or oil cloth— 




3 
self 

structed and odd-looking huts and ^' ^^y l^th, 1863, there was pub- 
swarming with men who, from all lished a private letter signed "A. M. 
directions, are gathering towards our K.," written by Lieutenant Anthony 
vehicle as we slowly pick oiur way M.Keiley,l:iof the Petersburg Rifle- 

I do not at firet nndeistand the pur ^^^ captain of this company, gmng 

port of the qnestion and Snspect the ~,i. judgv- a. M. KeUoy «f Richmond. V... one«f 
men mean to quiz me. ouch, how- ^^^ judg«» of the inWra«tional court at G^iro, 

ever, is not the case. They take me ^^iFl^pt. Panici i>ort«>n. of PeterebuiK. v*. 



CBANCELL 0R8V1LLE. 



aoacconntof thebattieaandmarches "There was a great deal to make 

of the Chancel loravUle campaign, the prospect gloomy. In the ar- 

... ■ , ,1 t rangement of the defence of rrede- 

which, coming from a gentleman of ^ckaburg, which has existed since 

Ilia mteUigence who had participa ^^^ memorable action of the 13th 

ted in them, is valuable afl a coDtem of December, the line east of 

poraneous contribution to the his- the railroad has been assigned to 

toT7 of this memorable campaign. ^»?''^'^°"*''** T-f * *P ^"S.^^^^*- 

TIL- I 11. 11 L 1. J J When the expedition to oufiolk was 

This letter will here be reproduced, pi^^n^d, Longstreet was sent thith- 

and next after this a very interesting er, leaving but two divisions, And er- 

letter from Col. Feild, giving his re- son's and McLaws', to perform the 

collections of the campaign and a service hitherto assigned to the 

very clear account of the part taken "^ole corps. Still, we feU in with 

, i, , , , - , 1 ■ 11 a will, and soon nled out to our po- 

by Mahone 8 brigade and especially ^^jq^ j^ ^■^^^ brigade, which moved 

by the Twelfth regiment. At appro- with a quick step past Chancellors- 

priate places in these two letters I ville and down towards the United 

shallappeudnotefiwithestractsfrom States Ford. Here we took up our 

my diary and other narratives. P««'^^°° ''°*' {^^ °t?, °^^?™«> ''^f}^ 
\. /^, .,,,,, . ,„ ing an attack. The RiHemen, Co. 
Lieut. Keiley s letter 18 as follows: g, were sent to the front about 
"Cami' Twelffh Virginia, f three fourths of a mile, and there 
"May 7tb, 1863. j remained until 3:30 A. M., when 
"Dear Caitain: I was loitering they were reUeved by the Norfolk 
in front of my tent on the even- 'Juniors,' Capt. Owens, 
ing of Wednesday, April 29th, in a "About dawn two or three of the 
rather moody frame of mind, as news Juniors came into camp with the 
had just been received in camp of disagreeable in teUige nee that Capt. 
the attack and capture of a large Owens, Lieut. Beale,'-' and about fif- 
detail of men. several of whom were teen of the men had been captured, 
of the 12th, who for some weeks be- shortly afterwards the enemy's cav- 
forehad been engaged at German airy appeared on our front, and sup- 
aa onthe Rapidan, constructing a posing (as subsequently turned out 
bridge under Jeb Stuart s direc t^ be the case) that these were but 
tion, when a couner camegallopmg the advance of a heavy body of the 
by with information that the Ian enemy, it became necessary to man- 
koea had crossed the Kappahan- euver back to some effective sup- 
nock in large force, both before porting position. To the 12th was 
Fredericksburg and at Kelly a Ford, assigned the task of covering this 
andwereadvancingtotheoccupancy movement, and it is but doing sim- 
and investment of the much trou pie justice to one of the moat corn- 
bled burg. Confadent that a rough petent officers and gallant men in 
nights work, and perhaps many of ti,e service to say tlat Col. FeUd 
them were before us, I strapped up conducted the movement with the 
my blanket, paid that attention to greatest dexterity and success. Di 
my commissariat, which in Dalget viding his regiment into three bat- 
ty a case, always impressed me with talions, he ordered a successive re- 
a favorable opinion of his sense and treat by which there were always 

soloierliness, and before the order . . — 

«WBB to 'IbU in' I was ready. h. uent oiuria BMie, of Noribik, v>. 



i 
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two lines facing the eDemy, the third position of his line of battle. He 
marching to the rear. The move- told us to press the enemy as fast 
ment had scarcely begun when the and as far as we could, and not to 
cavalry attacked the first line on its stop until we had driven them back 
left, where an open field and two or upon the main body. The Peters- 
three roads gave them peculiar ad- burg Riflemen were again detailed 
vantages. This attack was prompt- to lead the advance, and in a few 
ly met and gallantly repulsed, and minutes the ring of the 'Enfield* 
the retreat safely prosecuted. and the sharp 'hiss' of the rifle- 
"We moved down the turnpike ball told that the skirmishers had 
which leads from Orange Court- met. The regiment was now thrown 
House to Fredericksburg, until we out on either side of the road. Com- 
arrived at what is known as the pany C, Lieut. Graswitt;!^ Company 
Wooden Church, about three miles A, Capt. Waddell,l6fir8t on the right; 
frona Chancellorsville, where a crest then Company D, Lieut. Leath;l7 and 
of hills commands the road. Here T!ompanyK,Capt.Clements,l8onthe 
we were put in line of battle, and left. Subsequently the line on each 
commenced an intrenchment, which side was extended by adding Com- 
was completed before daybreak at pany B, Capt. Bowden,l9 and Com- 
post points. Every hour brought pany F. Lieut. Scott,20 to the right; 
its couriers with information of the and Company G, Capt. Branch,21 and 
steady approach of large bodies of Company I, Capt. Jones,22 to the Irffc. 
the enemy, and it soon became evi- "We soon came in view of the ene- 
dent that an attack on our left in my*s skirmish line, and with a rally- 
heavy force would come off on Fri- ing cry the boys charged. The 
day. To meet this our numbers country, which is composed of a 
were ridiculously inadequate, and succession of hills, gave the enemy 
yet it was so vital a point that there considerable advantage, as they 
cpuld be no difference of opinion as could choose the most defensive po- 
to the necessity of accumulating sitions, but the enthusiasm of our 
sufficient troops there to make the men exceeded anything I have wit- 
onset decisive. Orders were issued nessed since I have been in the ser- 
to General Jackson to start imme- vice. They had an open field and 
diately for our left, with a large por- a specific duty — all they ever want, 
tion of his corps, and to enable him Over hill and dale they chased the 
to ^et time to throw his men into flying Yankees, driving them from 
position, our little army was order- crest to crest for a sweeping mile, 
ed to open the attack in front. Our when, as they hurried over a ridge a 
brigade headed the column, and the trifle higher than the rest, they 
12th as the right regiment led the came upon the line of battle of the 
advance. About ten we moved to foe, drawn up in splendid array, 
the front by the road we had come covering our front (which was corn- 
down the preceding day. We had posed, as you are aware a skirmish 
not left our intrenchments a half- front always is, of men scattered five 
mile before the enemy's cavalry 

pickets appeared in sight, and some i.,. r.ieut. Uenj. \V. (imswitt, of Petersburg. Va. 

fiff^ATi of mir own pavalrv trottpd 1<' ^'"P^ ^■^^^^- ^- ^^'addell. of Petersburg. Va. 
nilieen OI our own cavairy iroil/eu 17. Lie„t. Wm. Leath, of Petersburg. Va. 

forward to reconnoitre. General is. capt. .lohu T. elements, of Petersburg. Va, 

Mahone ordered the 12th forward as '^1 ^, iV',.Vo\T""ff'Vi?/c^t4iie ciSJnn'v.. 
skirmishers to feel the enemy, drive ^ ['apt. |-M^v.ni w ^b™„ci^^^^^^^ 

in his skirmishers and ascertain the county, va. 




or ten yards apart,) with a solid col- 
nmo in double ranks, and sweep- 
ing around to our right with a heavy 
fl&nking party, that bow poured 
down upon ub. 

"We turned to find our supporting 
line, but to our surprise it was not 
in sipbt. How to pet back to onr 
line vrnB now the queBtion. We 
were warned, on starting, that we 
might all be taken prisoners, but 
assured that we would be recaptur 
^, a rather doubtful consolation, 
especially to officers, since the pro- 
clatuntioa of President Davis has 

tint a stop to paroling. There was 
ittle time for discussion, so a 'fall 
back' rang out over the line, and 
onr little line oame back in order, 
tarains at every fence to deliver a 
fire on the advancing line. Before 
the distance to our hue was half ac- 
complished, the enemy charged our 
right from a body of woods that 
started the field in which we were, 
and cat off some prisoners, but the 
main body recovered their position, 
in order, having successfidly and 
gallantly accomplished the purpose 
for which they were detailed. 

"Id this engagement Capt. Banks 
received the severe wound from 
which he now suffers, and the com 
(Daud of our company devolved on 
Macon Martin,-* as I was acting ad- 
jntant of the regiment. At this 
point Capt. Bowden went to the 
rear sick, and Lieut. Pollard-^ took 
command of Company B. 

"Another night on ourarm and un 
der ahelling. 

"Saturday moiTiiug about ten we 
were moved to the left to support 
a battery which was playing upon 
the enemy from the left of the turn- 
inke. Here Lieut. Martin was 
wouoded, and I applied for permis 
sioa to take command of his com- 
pauiy, now without an officer, which 



was granted. By this time the ubi- 
qnitous Jackson, with Ewell's, A. 
P. Hill's and Rhodes' divisions had 
^ot well around to our left, and was 
in position to attack the main body 
of the enemy on the road leading to 
Ely's Ford toChancellorsville. Gen. 
Lee established his headquarters 
immediately on the plank road, a 
mile below Chancellorsville, and our 
division was drawn up in front of 
him, and at right angles to the road. 

"During Saturday afternoon the 
left of our division was heavily en 
gaged, and the centre and right 
slightly. About midnight the most 
tremendous cannonade along our 
front announced that Stonewall had 
opened on Chancellorsville. By 
dawn the batteries on our right and 
rear opened, and we soon had a full 
opportunity of enjoying that most 
ticklish of sensations, 'standing a 
shelling.' You can make no resis 
tance, of course, and the villainous 
projectiles howl about your ears like 
so many mad demons shrieking out 
death-kuell and doom. 

"Gradually the lines were contract- 
ed and our division advanced a cou- 
ple of hundred yards nearer and un- 
der full play of the batteries at Chan- 
cellorsville. Hooker had despatched 
to the army before Fredericksburg 
to cross over, «« Af had whlppeii u-» 
irhiive, and a cannonading in that 
quarter notified us that the battle 
was joined above and below. It be- 
came necessary now to redouble ef- 
forts on the left, and the shot and 
shell hailed upon the earthworks at 
Chancellorsville. Cheer after cheer 
broke forth as the line advanced, and 
tinall^ those of us who were in a 
position to see the Yankee works, 
soon observed the lines wavering. 
About 10 a white flag rose over the 
enemy's works, and Chancellorsville 
was ours. For two hours a heavy 
cannonading on our extreme right 
told us that the the second column 



I 
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of the enemy had crossed at Fred- two months, oame into useful play, 
ericksbore. Here they made a vig- In them we spent Monday and Mon- 
orons dash, captured seven pieces of day night.* From that time until the 
the Washington Artillery, two regi- present we have been marching np 
ments of Barksdale]s brigade, and and down these infamous roads, up 
were pressing our lines, when Oen. to our knees in the tenacious mud of 
Lee, now relieved of the enemy in this forsaken country, expecting 
his front, pushed us down towards every moment to meet one or the 
Fredericksburg. We occupied the other of the two armies that have 
left of the line of battle, ana the en- been balancing across the river each 
gagement began again on the after- day of the past week, 
noon of Sunday, the battle raging **At every turn of every road we 
in a semi-circle from the plank road came upon long squads of prisoners 
near Salem Church to marye's hill, and wagon trains of guns and ac- 
already historic in the defence of coutrements, while so .precipitate 
Fredericksburg. was the retreat that at every step 

"We had now a fresh army in our we found the most valuable fiurticles 
front, though smaller by a third than thrown away in the flight. Nearly 
that we had whipped in the morn- every man in the regiment supplied 
ing; and although the night was himself with a rubber cloth, and a 
closing in we renewed the attack. Yankee 'shelter tent,' and the camp 
In two hours the enemy fell back, is supplied with an unlimited assort- 
and on the river road leading from ment of Yankee stationery. 
Fredericksburg along the river bank "Such, in a few paragraphs is a 
to United States Fora. Parallel with 'notion' of the way in which we 
this line the army was now placed, have moved during the week that 
and preparations were made to pre- closed yesterday. Of the general 
vent an advance. Every hill was battle, the papers and the official 
crowned with a battery, and the in- bulletins will tell you all. I antici- 
trenchments that our men had been pate the most gratifying results from 
^^^riri^ir ^th much toil for the last this battle. The execution of the 

*To what Judge Keiley wrote in respect to the field strewn with their dead and wound- 

the action near Salem on Sunday afternoon, ed. I have heard we captured 500 priaoners, 

and as to what was done the next day, I many of whom threw down their arms 

may properly add the following, written in and ran Into our lines. At night our line of 

my diary Monday, May 4, 1863: battle seemed to remain unchanged. Early 

''Arriving at a point near Salem Church, this morning our brigade shifted position 

our brigade was filed off to t]^e left (north) further to the left. The skirmishers oom- 

of the plank road and moved to the extreme mence work again, the bullets whizzing 

left of the line on this side. Very soon the past us. We expect every moment to get 

skirmishers got to work and action began into action. The firing somewhat ceases 

tn earnest. Our regiment faced to the rear, and we move further around to the left, un- 

being on extreme left, did not partici- til finally we get to our present position in 

pate, but was exposed to both minie balls an excellent rifie trench commanding the 

and shells, losing three or four men slight- fields in front of us. We see the enemy's 

ly wounded. The 4l8t, 6th, 16th and 6l8t, batteries in position across the river. Once 

I believe, were all at times engaged. The or twice one battery of ours to our left has 

struggle for a long time seemed to be of exchanged shots with them. We learn that, 

very doubtful issue. At times I thought it Early's division now occupies Marye's Hill^ 

would go against us, but after an hour or at Fredericksburg, and that the enemy are 

so the firing ceased and cheers from our being driven up this way — also that we 

boys announced the result. The enemy have them hemmed in above us. I hear wfl 

were beaten back and retired some half captured yesterday and the day before or^ 

mile. What our loss or theirs was I have 3500 prisoners." 
never heard estimated^only that they left 
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CoDScriptioii Act, difficult nt all timee, 
will probably be impossible under 
the depressiDg ciroumBtances of sncli 
ft Jbfeat, aud tlie i-e enlistment of the 
uinft tiionths iiud two yeai's men, so 
.vmtidently counted on by the Abo 
litioDi&ts, is now put beyond hope. 
"AUtheprisonersI have conversed 
vith. and I have spoken to several, 
•ietnied absolutely to enjoy their con 
liition, and to consider the tramp to 
Kichmond a pleasure excursion. 

Captain Banks acted with the most 
'-onspicQoas gallantry and coolnesK 
thron^hont, and when be received 
lfa« severe wound which disabled 
him, be was at the bead of the men 
cheenng tbem on. Cary Batte's 
twhaviour was equally creditable, 
nad we all feel that we have lost an 
■Jicellent soldier, and a most amia 
ble and exemplary man, 

"Excuse this very stupid letter, but 

raaily I am so tired and generally 

OMd tip that I can scarcely write in 

taQi^bly. 

"When I retlect on the vastly su 

irior nambers of the enemy, on 

leir perfect organi/ation and equip 

mi, acd then recall, as T now do, 

IB ma^itioent earthworks they 

irew op — hrtfae most perfect I have 

rer seen — with which they fortified 

mr liaee — three deep^I am amaz 

I Uiat we were able to carry their 

rst lia«. 

"All that we have endured, and 

locb more, will be nothing, if it as 

iate towards the early restoration of 

u honorable peace, and this infer 

aal tithing of our blood may come to 

end, aud we may once more shake 

ndti under a Hag established, and 

■til K name recognized as it merits 

I bo, tlio bravest of the youngest of 

le DAtioDs. 

"Yours very truly, 

"A. M. K." 
Tbe following is the letter of <^ol. 



"Petersburq, Va., } 
"June lltb, 1892, f 
"Geo. S. Bernard, Esq. 

"Dear Sir: Complying with your 
request to give my recollecKons of 
the battle of Chancellorsville, and 
particularly of the part taken by the 
12th Virginia regiment, of Mahone's 
brigade, with Fuch incidents as came 
within my personal knowledge, I 
will DOW give an aceonnt of this cam 
paign, with its incidents, as I now 
recall them : 

"Early in the spring of 18G3, Ma 
hone's (Virginia) brigade and Po- 
sey's (Mississippi) brigade were 
moved from the vicinity of Freder 
ickaburg, Va., some ten or twelve 
miles west, and were placed in posi 
tion to watch the Federals then com 
manded by Gen, Hooker, and to dis 
pute their passage of the Bappa 
hannock should they attempt to 
cross at United .States Ford, or of 
the Bapidau, should they attempt to 
cross at Ely's or Germauua Ford, 
A detail was immediately sent from 
the two brigades to bridge the river 
at Germanna. Capt, J. Edward Ty- 
ler,i' of Co. D of the 12th Virginia 
regiment, of which I was then iu 
command as its lieutenant-colonel 
(its coloneUCol. D. A. Weisiger, not 
yet having recovered from a severe 
wound received in the battle of 
Second Manassas), wa-s placed in 
charge. 

"^rseveral days nothing interest- 
ing or exciting occnrre<i in our new 
camp, except the almost nightly cry 
of 'pole cat!' 'pole-cat!!' from some 
sentinel, repeated by every man 
awake in camp, which always crea 
ted considerable excitement until the 
men were satisfied that the strong 
smelling little animal had been fright 
ened off. 

"I think it was obout one o'clock of 
the 2!lth day of April that two cav- 
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alrymen reported to Gen. Mahone had been captured — a serious loss 
that the enemy were crossing to the regiment.* 
at all three of the fords, and ''Aboat seven o'clock (I think) Oen. 
had captured all of the detail at Mahone rode up to me and said: 
Germanna. We were immediately 'Col. Feild, Gen. Anderson has deter- 

Eut under arms (the wagons, &c., mined to do zi^ir what I advised him 
eing sent to the rear) and moved, to do last night, that is, to &dl back 
with two pieces of artillery, westward to the Wooden Church, about two 
to a point near the Chancellorsville miles on the road to Fredericksburg, 
house. Here we were placed into Had this been done last night under 
position with Mahone's brigade on cover of darkness, it could have been 
the Ely's Ford road to the right, and done without loss ; but now we will 
Posey s on the plank road to the have to retreat in the face of a large 
left, about a quarter of a mile dis- force of cavalry, and I have det^- 
tant. Being ordered by Gen. Ma- mined to leave you here, with your 
hone to throw forward one of my regiment, to cover my retreat.' 
companies, I directed Capt. Banks, ''He then informed me that Gen. 
of Co. E, to advance along the road Posey would leave one of his regi- 
and take position a half mile in our ments on the plank road to cover 
front. Almost continuously during his retreat, and at the same time to 
this night there was a fall of rain, keep me from being flanked from 
which was exceedingly disagreea- that direction, and that the com- 
ble, but there was no disturbance mandant of neither regiment should 
by the enemy. Before daylight next retire without first informing tiie 
morning (April 30th), I directed other. He then instructed me to 
Capt. Thos. F. Owens, with his com- retire outside of the field and place 
pany (Co. H),to relieve Capt. Banks' my men in position across the road 
company and to instruct him (Banks) from Ely's Ford, along which he 
to report to the regiment. Soon af- would retreat, and there to remain 
ter day a member of Co. H, return- exactly thirty minutes after the last 
ing to camp, brought information of his brigade had passed, and then 
that his company had been charged to fall back to the Wooden Church 
by a number of Federal cavalry, and as rapidly as possible, 
thdt, their guns being wet and failing ''About ten minutes after the last 
to fire, the men could ofifer but little of our troops had retired, a Federal 
resistance, and he thought that the general, with a staff and body guard 
entire company, himself excepted, about one hundred strong, came out 

*In my diary is tho following ontiy: «*r party flred. At 2^ this morning we were 

r«»lieved by the Norfolk Juniors (Co. H)." 

"THrKSDAY. AvRiL 30th. i It was lato in the evening, near sunset. 

"i>n the Kt>ad to Fredericksburg. \ when the men at the head of our oompany, 

marching by the flank down the road to* 

** Since last wit>te. status of things wry waiMs the advancing enemy, saw a hundred 

much cimnged. Enemy got acix>ss yester- or two yards ahead of them a few of the 

day or day hefon^ at Kelley's or Elys Fonl, enemy meeting us, when some said, "There 

and yesteniay aftenuxm their advance was they are!" and we wei-e at once deployed as 

within a mile and a half of Chancellorsville skirmishers in the dense woods, there to re- 

on Elys Fold riMid. Our comi^iiny s*mt for- main in the damp undergrowth in silence 

war\i deployed as skirmishers yesteixiay af- until n»lit»ved by the Norfolk Juniors, not 

termxm-encountensi their advance alnnit knowing at what minute there would be a 

one and a half miles beyond \N. W. of» dash ujH^n us. To state that it was a 

OhanivUoi-sville. We wertMmmediately de- gUMmy. disagiveable. night to all of us Is 

plovtHlonN^th sides o( the nvid, but neiih- unnevvs.sarv. 
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of the woods on the opposite side thirty minutes, which time had nofcl 
of the field, about half a mile dis- expired, and knowing full well my 
taut from «s, and riding down to inability to cope with flo large a 
the farm house about three hundred force with only '250 muskets, I sent 
yards in oar front, turned into the an order to Capt. Jones to halt his 
yard, from which place, with his column, form a hne of battle across 
field-glasses, he made a survey of the road and await instructions, 
things generally and of the 12th "Whentheenemygotwithinabnut 
re^ment in particular, and thou re- 400 yards of us, they slackened their 
tired slowly by the same ronte by pace and pushed forward a line of 
which he came. My men were very skirmishers. When these skirmish- 
anxious indeed to fire at them, but ers had gotten within about 250 
I would not allow them, knowing yards of us I gave the command to 
well that their fire would bringlarge fire, and of the 250 muskets not a 
reinforcements to the aid of the single one fired. The strain of that 
general. + moment was the most severo that I 

"Aftertwenty minutes of the thirty had during the war. My first 
minutes allowed me had expired, I thought was that the men would be 
sent a message to the officer com- completely demoralized, and that we 
manding the Mississippi regiment were at the mercy of the enemy now 
on the plank road on the left that I rapidly advancing, without power 
Bhoald fall back promptly in ten to resist. I haveoftenthoughtsince 
minutes. The officer bearing the how great a mistake I made on that 
messaee returned hurriedly and in occasion, and how little at that time 
formed me that the Mississippi 1 knew of the fine material of which 
regiment had already retired, the l'2th regiment was made, for not a 
Knowing that we were liable at any man left the line, but the men went to 
moment to be Banked in that direc picking the tubes of their guns with 
tion, I ordered Capt. R. W. .Tones, pins and re capping them. The 
of Co, I, my next in command, to bringing down of the guns to the 
take charge of the left wing of the aim caused the enemy's skirmishers 
regiment, about 250 strong, and fall to halt and dismount, and my men, 
hack to the turnpike and there form re-capping their wet guns, soon open- 
fine of battle and await my arrival ed a scattering fire, which kept them 
with the right wing. He had gotten in check until I waa ready to retire, 
bat a short distance when the ene- which I did by falling hack through 
my, seeing the movement ll sup- the woods immediately in my rear 
pose I, came forward from thewoods until on a line with the left wing of 
on the opposite side of the field with the regiment. The enemy's skir- 
a heavy force of cavalry, and moved miehers, when they dismounted, got 
down on us at quite a rapid pace. behind their horses and fired over 
"Remembering well the positive their backs at us. I now took 
and emphatic instructions given by charge of the left wing and ordered 
Gen. Mahone to hold my position Capt. Jones to take charge of the 

fTh^ BJKlit ot this body of FiMleraloav- greatdllliculty Chutthi^y oouldba reotrnlned 

Bl^nuii riding into the yard of the resi- from gMtig thu lilue coats n shot. Id toy 

(leace imincdliitely in our front and survey- diary is the foUo wing entry: "We see tbn 

tag 118 ncumin^ly with Buch cool oMurance enemy's advanue ride up to wlthiti two hua- 

•• we lay beliind a fence not two hundred huodced yards of us. Huw impudent th«y 

yaida dieUnt was tnde^ exciting. The look as they file into line and sit on tbelr 

rnfn bad thHr (tuns oock'^ and It wan with horscH. mii'vying us!" m 
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rif^rht win^ and form another line of home on leave, and was not dne in 
battle across the road, 200 yards in camp until the 1st of May. Gen. 
rear. We retreated in this way until Mahone was always very severe on 
the enemy ceased to follow. We both officers and men for over-stay- 
had skirmishing for some distance, in^ their time, and Scott knowing 
but the enemy did not press us and this and not knowing exactly where 
could not flank us, being unable to to find his command, said he thought 
reach us except by the road, on ac- that it was best to statt a day before, 
count of the thickness of the woods. The consequence was that he was 
When we reached the turnpike road, groaning, and cursing his lu(^ for 
Gen. Mahone and staff were awaiting having to go into the fight the next 
us. The general appeared very glad day with a furlough in his pocket, 
to see me, for, riding up, he offered about which all soldiers become su- 
his hand and said : U! am glad to see perstitious. 

you, sir. I thought that you and your Just before day on the morning of 
whole regiment were captured. I May 1st a brigfiide came up and I 
heard the firing and thought it was had orders to assemble the SKirmish- 
in your rear.' We moved on to the ers on the left of the regiment, and 
Wooden Church, and there took po- the brigade that had just arrived 
sition on the right of the line and was ordered to fill the place vacated 
dugrifle pits until the evening. t by the skirmishers. I remember 

'^he strain on our nerves was con- that the arrival of this brigade made 
siderable the whole day. We knew me feel much more comfortable, for 
that Hooker^s whole army was in it meant that other troops would 
our front and that we had only 4,000 soon follow. Gen. Mahone had his 
men to oppose him, and the balance headquarters at a small house on 
of Lee's army from ten to twenty- the turnpike road, about 100 yards 
five miles distant. to the rear of our lines. Aboutson- 

'*Ju8t before night I was ordered to rise I walked up to see him and 
extend the line by deploying a por- found him washing his face at the 
tion of my regiment as skirmishers, well in front of the house. Seeing 
and later to extend the line still fur- a general officer and staff, some 200 
ther to prevent our being flanked, yards off, examining our breast- 
Consequently, I had nearly the whole works, I asked Gen. Mahone what 
regiment deployed as skirmishers, officer that was. His reply was: 
I siiall never forget the groans and *Don't you know, sir? Why, that 
oaths of Lieut. E. P. Scott,*-i^of Co. is Gen. Jackson.' Never in my lifo 
F, who hail joined us about ten did I hear anything that exhiliarated 
o'clock that night. He had been me more than his reply, for, firom 

tin my diary ap^vars the following entry and McLaws to i.n>me up. Last night Gen. 

made on the morning of the Ist of May, Semme^' brigade took ptoeition immediate 

desk'ribing the rt»tn»rtt: on our right. Wilct.\\"s was already on our 

"Our ix^mpany hnnight up the rear gk>me extreme right. Soon aft»^r night we begin to 

quarter of a miie behind the balance of the thn^w up breast works- -at l€iast our regi- 

brigade. When we reached the point in the mem I learn we have a line now from this 

r^Mid opj^>site here we filed off to the left y*o\r\i to the n>ad. The work seems now 

<east'. and after nesting »n hour or two •alnnit S a. m.- to be ended. We expected 

s^vn change p*>s\tion and get into line of an attack frvmi the enemy the first thing 

battle. .\. ft»w shots on our left tell that the this morning. We an* ready for them now.** 

enemy haw come up. Towar^is evening we —— > ... . „ . ^ _, , . 

learn that b> m^nrnng ^^ ^riMo N- rp^n- ,.,,„„, Va . uho ,i;.>i :n Umi>iai* a few vean 

fiHXvsi. The divisions of Early. .\, P, Hdl »ft, r iho ,:.>** .^f :hi wat h c«l]ant <«iMier. 
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having been very much depressed ment with these pieces of artillary " 
about our army during the entire down this road. You will find a 
previous evening and night, the strong picket in the house ahead of 
KDOwledge of Jackson's presence you, and on the bill beyond a strong 
made me confident that everything skirmish line. Detach one of yonr 
would be all right, and that we had companies to drive in the pickets, 
another victory before us to add to Deploy a sufficient number of your 
the large number already gained companies as skirmishers — if neces- 
over the Army of the Potomac. sary, the wholeregiment — and drive 

"Looking now down the road to in the Yankee skirmishers. I wish 
wards Fredericksburg, as far as the you to drive them. Drive them 
eye could reach, I could see a solid quickly, and until you find the ene~ 
mass of men moving towards us. I my's line of battle. I expect that 
went back immediately to the bri you and your whole regiment will 
gade and quickly communicated the be captured, but we have a trap set 
news to the different regiments and for them, and we will re capture 
found that the effect of the news you.' 

was as inspiritiug on the men as on "I directed Capt. Banks, with his 
myself. company, to advance ahead of the 

"A short time after this we were all artillery and drive the pickets from 
f^ating our breakfast, when Capt. the house." He soon reported that 
Robertson Taylor,as8i8tantadjutaut they were too strong for him, and 
general on Mahone's staff, rode up asked for re inforcements. 
flod directed me to get my regiment "Remembering Mahone's orderR 

Iouder arms aud report at Mahone's about haste in driving in the Yan- 
headquarters immediately. koe skirmishers, I determined to de 

"I moved out quickly with my men ploy the entire regiment forward on 
in column of fours, and, receiving u centre, and. at once. I gave the 
sigu from Gen. Mahoue to advance, order to that effect, at a double- 
nwe on to the turnpike ahead of the quick. The Federal pickets, seeing 
regiment. Before reaching it I saw that they were about to be flanked 
two pieces of artillery in the road, on both sides, quickly fell back on 
with their horses' heads towards the their skirmish line on the hill. The 
enemy. I thought this strange, but regiment now ailvaneed rapidly with 
judge my surprise when riding up a yell, and, striking the enemy's 
to Gen- Mahone, he said : 'Col. skirmishers on the hill, routed them 
Feild, I wish you to take your regi- and followed them for a long dis- 

*Hr. Bichard B. Duvls. ol I'etcraburg, short dlstaiic«> up the road, arid seeing our 

Tft.,* DHtmber of the PelorBburgBlQemen, thin line nt skinulBhers advancing (wij h»d 

telU thif tollovlug inoldeRt. of whlab I re- odIj thirty-two men In line) . and rrlghteu- 

memb«r hearing at the time of the battle ud abont out of her wtts at the prospect of 

from the men who were on the north side the impuntling coHIbIoii, wltli wild gestlcu- 

el tbe turnpike where It occurred; latlona. pointing in the direction of the en- 

"Ab we were paseing up the road In the etuy. and In tanesof most earnest entreaty. 
dfrootioD of Chani^ellorBvillo and had near- niciaimed to ua. 'Oh, for Qod's sake, don't 
breached that point at which Capt. Hill gouptboro! Don'tgouptberei: Thereare 
Cuter'e horse waa afterwards killed, we thousands of them up there and they will 
eame to a eniall hut on the north side of the kill erety one of you all '.' This she repeat- 
road harlng a broad rock ohimney extend- ed several times, mosteomestly. Some of 
tng nearly across the end of the house next ub said to her as we approached and passed 
to us. Behind this chimney there stood an by her. 'Never mind, old lady, we've got a 
old colored woman, who. appearing to know plenty of men ju»t behind us to take c — 
Ihatthpm was a large foree of the enemy a of thOBe Yankees, Don't he alanned.'" 
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tance before finding their line of company, bat by his regiment and 

battle, which was composed of regu- brigade. His wound received on 

lars and before whom we in turn had this occasion disabled him perma- 

to retreat rapidly. We were very nently. 

close to their concealed line of bat- ''After this the regiment was 

tie before I discovered it. The fire allowed to rest some hours, for the 

was so great that we lost very heav- men were exhausted from their great 

ily in this engagement, among those exercise. Towards evening we were 

lost being some of our best officers ordered to rejoin the brigade, which 

and men. I saw Gapt. Banks, of moved to the west and took position 

Company E, shot down about thirty in front of the Ghancellorsville 

yards to my left on its retreat, and house. § 

several of its best men were cap- ''Nothing of importance occurred 

tured while taking him behind a until the next afternoon. We were 

house for safety. Capt. Banks was passing in the rear of some artillery, 

a very gallant officer, a man who the brigade moving by the left flans, 

always obeyed orders, and required my regiment being in the rear, when 

his own to be obeyed. His loss was Oen. McLaws rode up and asking 

very severely felt, not only by his me my name and regiment, ana 



^n my diary, on the 2nd of May, I wrote tered about, some in the open field not fifty 

out the following account of the fight of the yards from the fence. We immediately 

day before : open fire upon them , which they return, and 

"About 11 o'clock yesterday morning left we then advance quite up to the fence, fir- 
our entrenchments, our brigade leading, ing as rapidly as possible, the enemy retir- 
Upon reaching point where entrenchment ing and our boys in fine spirits. Immedi- 
crosses the road, our company was sent for- ately on our right we see their mounted 
ward as sicirmisbers. and when getting one men galloping for life from out of the woods 
and a half miles down the road, in front of and several of them are dropped. But ahead 
our breastworks, we were deployed — first of us, in the open field, we see a line of bat- 
platoon on the right of the road, second on tie, a regiment or two, perhaps more, atxMit 
the left— and having advanced thus about a 150 yards distant, which, facing to their left, 
quarter of a mile , came up with a few of our commence to march at a double quick to their 
caval^ skirmishers, and also with the en- left, as if for the purpose of getting on our 
omy's skirmishers, who were cavalry and right flank. Some of us fire at them, when 
infantry, or cavalry mounted and dismount- many of this line of the enemy are seen to 
ed, and wore in full view about three hun- fall, or stop as if to avoid our balls, and 
dred yards across an open field. We imme- some of them to return our fire. Immedi- 
diately commenced firing, the enemy re- ately now they commence to advance upon 
turning our fire very briskly, their mounted us and we are ordered to fallback, the ene- 
men acting very gallantly. But we contin- my firing as they advance. It was a tight 
ued to go forward until we reached their time. Heated and fatigued, we could 
position and had advanced about two hun- scarcely get along, and many gave up from 
dred yards beyond it, after which we fell sheer exhaustion and were captured. But 
back to near the position held by the ene- backward we moved until, scattered and 
my when first seen by us. Here the rest of broken, we reached tlie point where our 
our regiment, deployed as skirmishers and company first fired upon the skirmishers, 
advancing beautifully, joined us, and there Here we found the rest of our brigade drawn 
the whole line halted for about ten minutes, up In a line of battle and also some artille- 
during which time one or two pieces of our ry. The enemy advance still and a volley 
artillery opened on the enemy, firing ovcu* is exchanged with our troops, their artilleiy 
our heads. Now the order to advance was having now opened. Our regiment soon 
given, and the whole line of skirmishers, rallies somewhat to the rear, and muster 
jumping over a wicker fence behind wliich only 75 or 100, although it entered the ac- 
we had been lying, rush through a little tlon with about 400." 

patch of chinquapin growth, and upon get- The above note is long, but I must add an 

ting within fifty yards of the fence enolos- incident or two not therein recoi'ded: 

ing thp thicket, we nee the blu<» coats scat- When we first began to fire upon the ene- 
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being told, ordered me to halt ray 
regiment and support the artillery, 
then about fifty yards iu our frout. 
I immedifttely halted and sent for 
ward to Gen. MahoDe to notify him. 
Receiving my message, he came 
back at ouce, and learniDg that I 
bad been iDstructed by Gen. Me- 
Laws to support this artillery, he 
cvdered me to make room with my 
uient to the right so that he 
" get the whole brigade in po- 
saying, with considerable em- 
toat no one regiment of his 
t should nil p port twenty 
pieces of artillery. Wliile we were 
IB that position there was an artil- 
^nd between some pieces of 
and some of the Fede 



ral guDs at ChaacellorsTille, but did j 
not last long, and I only remember | 
that Lieut. N. Macon Martin was ' 
wounded, I 

"Later in the afternoon we moved 
to the left and took position to the 
left and immediately on the plank- 
road, and it was at this point that I 
saw more of Gen. Lee than during 
any battle of the war. 

"Four regiments of the brigade 
were now on the skirmish line under 
the command of Col. Rogers, of the 
()tb, with only the 12th regiment 
in reserve, and for four miles 
in Hooker's immediate front we had 
only a skirmish line to oppose bim, 
while Jackson was passing to the 
rear. Gen. Lee sat on his horse a i 



1 nLitiyeU particularly 
a tbe 0pld a cavalryman who llred a 
[ imrtiliie.a 1 tliouKht 1 woutd take a ebot at 
vdA auGoiillDgly did so, but, aUhouglt 
( good aim, my Brf was inelTeotlvH. 
I TIm fellow rodo alotig ae if no bullet had 
b«ui annt otter him. 

When wi; rencbed the extreme point of 

our advance, where ne suw the eiiemy's 

, Hn* of tiattle iu the open Held about I.^ 

I rvds in our front, the situation was exclt- 

I loj In the extreme. Tack Cowlea (Judge 

to. B. OoWles, of UoldtbwBltu, Texas, of 

llw Bifl«men), standing at my side loading 

*0d BriAft ns fast aa he could, was the most 

I "ttlted man I ever saw. "By G— d." bo 

I Wdalnied, "I will be d— d ir I wouldn't Rive 

thundrod dollars for a loaded gun." "Tack, 

I din*! eurse eo." said I. His rnply was, 

■'B— a It I wmldni." 

(In my diary early Sunday morning. May 
I 3, U63, 1 made the roIlowlDgentry: 

"Ywtecday afternoon about :i} o'clock 

dgade moved about a quarter of a mile to 

Ml aide ot turnpike and tool: position be- 

1 battery l2ud Richmond Howitzers) 

I pOBted about fifty vards from our regiment 

I te tbe brow of a hill. This battery Imrae- 

I dktaly opened on the enemy, who replied 

\ vidt grvat spirit. It did one good, inupite 

9 «( tba great danger we were in, to sue bow 

I tiMttlfully tbe men at tlie plei.'es worked. 

[ After about fifteen minutes' time a I'heer 

' rramtbpbnjeai thugunaonnouncnd the re- 

Milt, The enemy's battery was i:ompletely 

|_ sflMieed. There were some coBUoltlus In 

mnded by pieces iif 



shell— among them Lieut. Macori Martin, 
commanding our company." 

Our fifteen minutes' experienuo lying on 
tliH slope of a hill, upon the brow ol whiob 
stood the guuH [it the Richmond battery In 
Ijot action with those of the enemy, whose 
ahot and shell every few seconds were skim- 
niing the ci-est where the Confeilerate gims 
were posted, was one never to be forgotten. 
I remember watching the men At the guns 
work, with the intonsest anxiety, and lying 
where I was in line immediately In rear of 
one of the guns, just about htty yards up 
the hill, tiie men and guns were strongly 
outlined against the shy, and actually 
seemed to grow In size as the action pro- 
gressed. Tbe artillerists handled the pieces 
with a rapidity and precision of movement 
that seemed marvelous, and their work at 
the guns was almost fascinating. But that 
oheei which announced the sUeneiDg of tJiB . 
Federal battery was one of the most wet- 

•Mr. Richard B. Davis gives the follow- 
ing graphic aecount ot this artillery duel: 

"Pluding that the battery was composed 
of a section of one ot the companies of the 
Riulimond Howitzers, I went up to the guns, 
along with one or more nierabera ot our 
company, to see it any of our friends in the 
Howltxers were there. Finding at least 
one of tliese present, ws staid there some 
little time In conversation with the artillery- 
men and were told by them that tjioy had 
been stationed at the place they occupied to 
prevent the enemy from putting a battery 
upon a hill they pointed out some distance 
beyond them In the direction iif Chancel- 
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great deal of the time immediately iatant-general,Capt.Bobert80ii Tay- 
in the rear of our regiment, and you lor, who, a moment later, dashed 
could see a shade of anxiety not forward, and in a short time Bogers 
only on his face, but also on that of was certainly obeying orders, for 
Oen. Mahone. Whilst here I saw a the firing in our front was terrific. 
shell explode immediately over Oen. "During this heavy fire in our 
Lee*s head. I was lying on the front, brought about by Oen. Lee*s 
ground at the time, behind a little order, I saw a Isxse body of men 
breast- work, and watching him coming down the line from our right 
closely, but did not see a muscle of almost at a double quick. The ene- 
his face m6Te, nor did his horse my at the time were shelling us fa- 
flinch. Soon after this there was a riously, but this did not seem to 
lull in the firing in our front. I have had any effect on the spirits of 
heard Oen. Lee tell Oen. Mahone to the men, for some of our men, rec- 
order the officer commanding his ognizing the men of the Florida 
skirmish line to feel the enemy, brigade, greeted them with 'Hello, 
to feel them 'pretty heavily, pretty turkey ! Hello, turkey !' and in a 
heavily.' These were his words, moment the whole of the entire two 
Oen. Mahone turned to his ad- regiments was hallooing out, the 

lorsville and on the north side of the road, witnessed the utter discomforture and re- 
They told us that they had measured the tirement of the hostile battery, 
distance to this hill and had their ammuni- '* We passed over this ground the next day 
tion prepared accordingly, and that, if the on our way back to Fredericksburg to op- 
enemy should attempt to put a battery there, pose the advance of the enemy from that 
they (the enemy) would have a very warm direction, and I saw the remains of the ex- 
time of it. While we wore talking a batte- ploded caissons and the dead body of a man 
ry of Federal artillery came dashing down lying directly under one of them, 
the road from the direction of Chancellors- "The impetuous advance of the battery, 
ville, and wheeling into the field at the in full gallop as I now remember it, and the 
point on the hill they were expected to oc- unerring and destructive Are of our men, 
cupy, went into battery and commenced pouring a veritable shower of Iron upon the 
firing, all of which was done in a time hard- devoted men and beasts belonging to the 
ly longer than it ha8 taken me to tell of it. battery, are now as vividly before my 
As they came up, however, our artillery mind's eye as they appeared upon that 
friends, true to their promise, commenced memorable day. and often have I told my 
firing very rapidly, and with such accuracy boys of this well -remembered incident." 
as to kill one or two teams of the enemy's Mr. Jos. V. L. McCreery , of Richmond.Va., 
horses, blow up one or more of their caissons who, as a sergeant in the First Howitzer 
and disable some of their guns. Every shell Company of Virginia Artillery, took part in 
from the Confederate guns seemed to burst this aitillery duel, states that the artillery 
right at the mouths of the enemy's cannon, engaged was not the Second (Richmond) 
and, although I was very much scared and Howitzers, but his company, the First 
anxious to get back to my place in the line (Richmond) Howitzers (as the company 
of battle, I could not resist the temptation was commonly known), commanded by 
to stay a little while and watch the effect of Capt. Edward S. McCarthy, who. with 
the shots from our artillery. I did not, how- Lieuts. R. M. Anderson and J. M. Nimmo, 
ever, stay long at this place, but ran back and Serg'ts W. H. Blackador, J. V. L. Mo- 
to my place in line, where I found that Lieut. Creery. D. S. McCarthy, Sclater fiuad Mon- 
Macon Martin had been struck on the cure directed the firini; of the two guns of 
foot by a piece of one of the enemy's shells, the battery engaged, which two guns, with a 
In a very few minutes thereafter I heard like number of guns of Capt. Manly's (North 
the shout of our artillerymen as the enemy Carolina) battery, participated in the ac- 
retired from the position they had attempt- tion with the enemy's battery at this point, 
ed to occupy. I do not think there was as the loss In which was Private Nat'l W. Sel- 
much as fifteen minutes of time from the den, killed, and Private George P. Richard- 
first appearance of the enemy's batteiy un- son, wounded, both Howitzers, 
til we heard the shouting of our men as they 
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men of one, 'Hello, turkey!' and enemy, bul aft«r inairhiug three or 
tbose of the other, 'Hello. Mahone!' tour mile* I was at a total loss as to 
We called our Florida friends 'tur where we were ^oiu}; and what we 
keys' because they had killed Gen. were going to do. but did not I'einaiii 
Mahone's flock of turkeys, that bad in this condition very long. My 
strayed into their camp. The Flor regiment was the right of Mahone's 
idians were going to the support of brigade, and Mahone's brigade the 
Gen. Wright, and ten minutes later right of Audei-aon's dirision. Thin 
Buffered very heavy loss. placed the 12th regiment in fVont 

"Latethatevening we beard guns of the column. Oen. Mahone's po- 
to onr firont and a little to our left, aitiou was a short distance in front 
which we knew to be Jackson's, for of the division, and inine in the rear 
when the report of the firet was of him. Durii^ this march the men 
heard, Gen. Mahone exclaimed : were more noisy and cheerful than 
"Thank God \ There are .Jaokgon's I ha<i almost ever seen them. You 
guDs!' The fire of both artillery could soai'ecly hear anything that 
and musketry in that direction was wasgoingon. EJvery manwattgiviug 
now very heavy, until after dark. his experience during the fight to 

-That night we slept oii our arms his neighbor, and evidently thinking 
hi line of battle. The ue.vt morning "i^* t^e battle was over and the vie- 
earlvthehghtiugwasi-esumed. Our to'T ^o"- They would probaltly 
stirmiBh line was advanced nearer ^^'''^ ioTC^ me to the same conclu- 
to the enemy's breast-works, aud my sion, had I not noticed that tVn. 
rtgiment advanced in the woods Mahone's spirits did not con-espond 
wirae quarter of u mile from the po- with those of the men under his 
sition of the evening before. Hei-e command. In tact, his face express- 
H-e were nuder a heaw shelling, but ^ dissatisfactiou. At tbis time we 
from this position I could see much ^^^ heard nothing of Jackson's 
that was going on about (.'haneellors- wound, or of the crossing .d' the ene- 
ville. We capture*! Chancellors- ^^ ^t Predencksburg. 
Tille and about I, .TOO piiuoners that "Riding in trout of my regiment, I 
■uoniing, and had scarcely halte^l saw a horseman coming down the 
there before we moved dowu the turn road from the direction of Freder- 
jAke ro«d towards Fredericksburg, icksburg at a fast gait, and thinking 
the whole of .Viidei-sou 's division it probable that he had some orders 
iritfa another divieion (McLawn". 1 I spurred np my horse, so as to be 
lllink). After moving down the able to catch any message that was 
road a little, Geu. Lee mside his ap- t4) be delivered to fJen. Mabone, and 
iwaranee near the head of the col- heard him say, 'General, Gen. Ear- 
man. The yell that went np from ly says. "Come forward as rapidly 
Hie 10,000 men must have startled as you can. The enemy are advane- 
tlie enemy, who had fallen back but ing." " 

B short distance iuthewoodsbetween "Gen.Mahouetumedinhissatldle 
OS and the ri\er. I heard no cheer and seeing me, told me to make 
4imng the wiir tocomparewith this, men *st*>p out.' I reined up my 
When we were comuninded to mo\e horse until the head of the regiment 
down the turnpike in columns of overtook me, and in a loud forced 
diviaions, I thought it was to form voice 1 gave the oi-der to 'step out,' 
two lines of Imttle and to attack the and it was wonderful what a quiet- 



I 
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iiig effect this order had on the men, nature could stand — ^that I had been 
for it made them so quiet you might on the outpost for three nights and 
almost have heard a pin drop, was compelled to sleep, and would 
Well did they know that this meant not be responsible if he sent me on 
another fight and that very quickly, the duty. He told me to move down 

^^We now moved forward rapidly this road and put my r^ment in 
until we reached Balem Church, position to resist an attack, to de- 
about four miles from Fredericks- taeh a company and send it two 
burg, where we ran into line of bat- hundi'ed yards farther down the 
tie hurriedly to the left of the turn- road, and then to go to sleep, all of 
pike road, and in less than five min- which I did. I slept soundly almost 
utes our skirmishers were engaged, in water (the ground being very 
We had hardly gotten in position, wet), until I was aroused the next 
behind a ditch bank, when Gen. Ma- morning to get ready to make an 
hone ordered the brigade to move to attack on the enemy. The line of 
the left and make room for Gen. battle being formed, we moved on 
Semmes' brigade, which, although the enemy's works and were very 
it looked very differently at the time, much surprised, and more pleased, 
was, as things turned out, a very for- to find that the enemy had left them 
tunate move for our brigade, as the during the night and retired across 
attack on our portion was very light, the river. We found most formid- 
and that on Gen. Semmes' front very able breastworks which would have 
heavy. cost us many of our lives had we 

^* We whipped Sedgwick, and fore- charged them. We also found large 
ed him to retire across the river the quantities of fixed ammunition and 
next night under considerable shell- other stores that had been left by 
ing. After Sedgwick recrossed the the enemy in their hasty retreat, 
river, we were moved back to attack ''Thus ended the battle of Chan- 
that portion of the enemy left near cellorsville, one of the greatest vic- 
Chane<illors\ille. Al>out two houi-s Tories won by the Army of Northern 
before starting on this march, we Virginia; for, with an army fifty- 
had one of the heaviest rains I have seven thousand strong. Gen. Lee had 
ever seen fall, and as we advanced overcome Gen. Hooker, whose army 
along the plank road, we saw quite was one hundred and thirty -two 
a numlwr of dead Federal soldiers thousand strong, 
who had been buried in the ditch by ' ' 'Your Comi-ade, 

the road and had been washed up '*^* ^^« Feild." 

by the rain, and were being floated To the foregoing letter of Col. 
down the ditches by the running Feild I will a<ld the following re- 

^'^^^l'; , , , . . , ceived to-dav (June 27, 1892) from 

**\Ve reached our stopping point ,r tt i t» J -.u J r^ ^ x. 

about dark and 1 was immediatelv ^^'' ""^'^ ^' ^"^^^^' ^* Petersburg, 

ordered by Gen. Mahone to take niv Va., who was sergeant-major of the 

regiment down the road in rear of 12th regiment and sul>sequently its 

the army, to guard against an attack adjutant: 

of Stoneman-s cavalry, which was ^^PETEKSBrRG, Va., ) 

said to be in our rear. Against this June 27, 1892. s 

I had to protest. 1 told Gen. Ma- **Gko. S. Bernard, Esq. 
hone that 1 had done all that human ^^Dear Sir: At your request I fur- 
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niHh you tJie following ItHt ut' the 
CwtiiAlties in the 12th Va. regiment 
in the battles about Chaorellorsville. 
which I take fVom a tnemutaudiiui 
kept by me at the time, I being then 
the sergeant -major of the regimont: 

"Co. A — fW)aiMi«i, C'oi-poral H. G. 
£x'auK, Privates Charles Green and 
David May, Jr.; mia»ing, Lieut. T. 
Wilej- Branch, Pi'ivateB George \V. 
Ivey,* Bradley Paine, J. Thompson 
B. Braf^. fJeorge W. May, Thelly 
Xugent, fieorge W. Oliver, Chai-lcK 
Jordan and W. H. R, Taylor. 

■'Co. M—kiaed, Private Heiii-y T. 
Coldwell; icoiiuileit, IVivate Charles 
J. Peanuan; mijminff, Private Robert 
Welle, Nelson Guess, Thomas W. 
I, James Birrisong, Charles W. 



"Co.C — iroinfiW.Ciirporal William 
T. Harrisun and Private Kdward B. 
Peebles; mirminq, Privates William 
B. Ecklesand h. H. Powell. 

"Cfl. D — Inlled, Private Alexander 

"Mr. George W. Ivey, of Biohtoond, Vn., 
one of th<! metalMra or Co. A captured In 
the eDgOKemeni of Muy lat, says: 

~Ae I turned to make tor a log houee In 
luy rear, I tuiw Capt. BanliB or the Riflemen 
fkll. 1 tried to e^thlmup.liut could not do 
•o. He said to me: 'Suva youraulf. I'm 
Indtj hurt.' So 1 mitdp tor too log but and 
fcind about twfuty o1 our t>oye around and 
bf^bijtd the k.-hiaint'y firing. ExpecUng ev. 
err moment to see our support corno to our 
relief, after tIrlnR tno rounds, I was in the 
act trf firing a tbird. when a ffreat big Fed- 
enU SOldW Bti>[iped in my front and said, 
'Sarrender. you d — -d rube!!' He was a 
wildier »r the regular Fi>(leral artny and I 
thought was Ib^ blggnst man and bad the 
blRgeet gun I have ever seen before or 
ilttcn. He bad hie bayonet at my breaet 
•ad Ms Bnger on the triggtir. My eyes at 
Uwt time, I Imnglue. wer<^ as large as sau- 
wn. I said to him, 'Do you Intend to shoot 
■ man after he surri'nders?' 'You have not 
Miirendered!' wae bis reply. I still had my 
sun in my hands, being In the act of shoot- 
tag wh^n bn bo suddenly appeared. Just 
tta«n a Federal officer stepped up and pulled 
uy gun from me, and there b<^lug about 
twenty of us captured about and near the 
pUee, he told the man who had raptured 



(■handler; troutitled, Sergeant James J 
Blaukenship, Privates James W. 
Bryant, W. H. Smith and George P. 
Smith. 

"Co. K — uxiaaiiei}, Privates 8. P. 
Bass, .J, A. Coliier, R. T. Gordon and 
R. H.Hewarfl; niiJwiK,?, Corpoi'als A. 
S. Allen and B. H. King; Privat«H I 
John M. Barnes, Cornelius Feeley, 
J. L. Ivey. R. U. Mitchell, John ' 
Mvriok, W. A. Ssuiler, D. L. Stain- 
back and H. W. Smith. 

"Co. G — irouttded, Corpoi-al M. M. 
Bowers, Privates Thomas Gmuie, J. 
F. Hawkins, John Kayton and ] 
James P. Figg,+ 

"Co. H — woundtHJ, Private William 
Ktlmonds; mmiujf, Capt. Thomas F. 
Owens, Lients. C'harles Beale and H, 
(,'. Woodhouse, Corporals Moreland, 
White and Moore, Privates Ward, 
Williams, Whitehnrst, Moreland, 
Braey, Randolph, Griffin, Bryaut and 
Murray. 

"Co. K — itoh;iW«?, Privates (Jeoi^ \ 

>uld send 



This officer 



me to go Ui the front and he 
these prisoners to the rear by 
knew how to treat prisoners, 
was a gentleman, whoever he was. He al- 
so told us to hurry to the rear or we would 
be shot by our men as they were (he said) 
advitnulng at that time, which advanci^ we 
prisoners were then expecting. 8o to the 
rear we started and had gone but a few hun- 
dred yards when we saw a oolutnn of Fed- 
eral troops mar::bing along the road with a 
fine band Id front. In a few moments a 
shell from one of our batteries struck the 
head of this line of men and passed to 
about itsceiitre and then exploded. I never 
saw such destructiou caused by one shell 
in all the (our years of the war. The band 
ceased ite rauslo. and Its members scatter- 
ed, leaving the bass drum on the side of the 
road with two or three horns to keep it 
company. Many were killed by this shell, 
and after the lino was reformed the musle- 
lane went for their dead comrades like so 
many birds of prey, rifling biiapsacka and 
pockets, showing clearly by this out Ihat 
they had not the lustlnete of soldiers. 
None of the musiclaue. however, were 

fLleut. P. H. Kelly was also among the 
wounded. 
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W. Schooles, Dennis Heffron, P. H. nam Stit;h,30 Jim Nash,31 James 

Pettiway and R. N. Hite; misfdngj Medley,32 MarcelluB Harrison38 and 

Thomas R. Kersey, Miles Botts, Henry Robinson .34 In the regiment 

James Hardy, James Scott, James there are known to have been killed 

E. Hawks and William GrOodeTalley. 2 and wounded 18 men. The ene- 

**I find no list of the casualties in my's loss was considerable heavier 

either Company E or Company I, in than ours in killed and wounded. 

each of which I know there were We captured scarcely any. From 

several. I do not now know why I all I can learn, we en^iged regulars. 

did not enroll them in this memoran- Their cavalry were certainly splen- 

dum book . did — no doubt the same that charged 

**Your Comrade, \ipon and bagged most of the Nor- 

*^HuGH R. Smith " folk Juniors last Thursday morning.'- 

The casualties in Comi)any I will With the exception of Lieut. N. 
l)e given in the Appendix. Those Macon Martin receiving a wound in 
in Company E appear in the follow- his foot, which occurred on the 2d of 
ing extract from the entry made in May after the foregoing entry was 
my diar>' on the morning of May 2d: made, we had no further casualties 

*^In our company Capt. Banks in the Petersburg Riflemen. The 

was severely wounded and Sergeant wounds of Cary Batte and Ned New 
(Jary D. Batte, it is thought, mortal- ^^ ^^^^ ^^^1 ^^^ ^^ ^.^ 
ly wounded. >«ed Newsom27 and ,.j^,. -^ «..*. 

John E. Scott28 were also wounded, ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^ suffering from it 
probably not severely. Our missing nearly eight years. Most of the miss- 
(in Co. E) are Austin Maclin,29 Put- ing men were captured.* G. S. B. 



•27. Edward s. Newspm, of Peteraburg. Va with the Yankee prisoners passing us, when. 

-^. itSn^*Sl'Sl?i.^f'S?w°'?oJl'- to onx acnazement. a piece of artillery w«, 

:w. Putnam Stith, of Petersburg, Va. "red by the enemy and the sheU came near 

31. James E. Nash, of Newbeme, N. c. sweeping our whole line, but fortunately 

:«. William Medlev. of Halifax county, \^. hit no one. Immediately some five or six 

;«J. Marcellus W. Harrison, of Brunswick Co., \ a. ^i«„„„ ^# ^„«„ ^^^,..^a ^« ^-w .«.. - a *u 

84. Henry B. Robinson, Jr. of pieces of ours opened on them and they 



were soon quieted." 



*The following extract from the entry T-,^ii^^r«^«,K^«*K«««^i«.*-*j^.»-.^^ii#^i* 
made in my diary Monday . May 4. 1863, des- } T^l remember the indignation we all felt 

crlptlve of^what occurred about 'the Chan- tT^fL^^^J!^^^^^^^?^^^^^^ 
cellorsville house on the morning of the ^J^l'J^Lr^?^ ySl}^^^ "^1^"^' 

ll'^:^iTr^l.^lJi.^ tte^^pJan^r^rw^L^^^^^^^^ 

a^VreSp^rr^^^^^^^^^ S^lTb^eel gTeStT^ff Tif^^^^^^^ 

** About 10 A. M. firing suddenly ceased, of the missile been but a few feet lower — 

White flag flying from Chancellorsville, and and I also well remember the feeling of sat- 

it is reported the enemy have surrendered isfaction with which we saw in the ope& 

there. Wo soon advance to the breast- fleld just in front of the Chancel lorsvill^ 

works— meet numbers of prisoners beinf? house, and scarcely a hundred yards frons 

carried to the rear — expect to flnd a whole us, the five or six pieces of our artiller;^ 

army of them — it turns out that the white which opened on the enemy, hurling in th 

flag was only a surrender of a few of them, most rapid and vigorous manner shots 

the balance taking the opportunity to make shell into the woods Immediately north 

their way to U. 8. Ford, but we were all the house from which came that treaoher— 

now In the highest spirits. Halted on the ous shot, 
plank road, we were talking and trafficking 
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.VN ADDRESS DELIVERED BY MR. SIMON SEWARD BEFORE A. P. 

HILL CAMP OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS, OF PETERSBURG, 

VA., ON THE EVENING OF SEPTEMBER 6th, 1889. 



GOMRADE8: built. Then stealing and short ra- 

I was captured June 28th, tions commenced. 
1863, in Maryland, near A friend, McPherson, of Atlanta, 
Rnckville, the same day we captured C^a., and myself, not liking the board 
*that wagon train of 350 wagons, and and various other things, decided 
a few days before the battle of Get- we would quit the place and go home, 
tysburg. I was carried to Washing- The prison was square, containing 
too and put in the old Capitol prison; about a space of ten or more acres, 
wa« kept there six weeks. I formed and at that time had no fence around 
the acc|uaintance there of several no- it. The guards continually marched 
ted men, among them one of Mosby 's up and down on their beats. We de- 
^ptains, of whom I wiU tell you la- cided to wait for a dark night, then 
ter. From there I was carried to crawl aa near the guards as possible 
Point Lookout prison. This place was and wait until they met and turned 
xitnated in the fork of the Potomac their backs, then run through in the 
river and Chesapeake bay . On reach - darkness . During this time I caught 
ing there I found about 1,000 pris- a severe cold and had a wretched 
ooera. We received the rations of cough, socouldnotgo with my friend, 
a regular soldier and had a good time, whom I loved better than a brother. 
Just imagine a Confederate soldier I told him the way to go, gave him 
eating fresh loaf bread, good coffee my father's address (which he cut 
▼ith sugar in it, and beef and pork on his finger-nail) and told him to 
in abundance. We feasted but a leave word on the road that I would 
((hort time when the cook-house was soon follow. He did this and also 
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ihip< cauiE- a«trow> uu- and made so 
lui.h fuBRtbat I forgijt uiy lamenesB 
111'! mil through Ihe woods in au op- 
l"isitf direc^tiou from which I was 
K'liiig. This saved iiic iiom capture, 
i(tt H poiiipanj' of ca\!tlry was right 
alter me. The dogs followed me 
through the woods until I came to 
a deep break eoierefl with ivy. I 
frightened souiething, either a man 
or deer, I om't say which, but it 
BCJii-ed me nearly out of my wits. 
Tlie dogR left me and ran after it. I 
then ei-oased a little stream up the 
hill and foimd myself in a field near 
a small negro hut. I went to it and 
spoke to a \er>- bright colored nmn, 
and asked him the way to a certain 
place. He replied, "Go away from 
here. If the,\' Knd yau hen* I am 
ruined, for 1 am Jiisl out of the pen- 
itentiary yesterday." I nioied on 
through the w<xxis siiid Jields until 1 
canu' to a roiul and starte<l to ci-oks 
it, when 1 met a lUiiii who Kaid, "If 
you go up this road, you are onighl, 
for the sheriff is coming. " I Iooke<l 
and there lie was, riding a horse, with 
a <louble iHurel shot-gun on hittshoul- 
der and a prisoner walking by his 
side. I walked right by him, and, as 
siMiu as 1 could, t(Hik to the wootls. 
ruuiuiig a mile or more, until 1 found 
a thicket, where I hid until uearly 
night. 

Ili'iufc miieh refrcsheil, but a little 
liiiiigry, 1 staited off again aud reach- 
ed a small house. Seeing a backet 
of water in the porch and wishing for 
iuformatiou, 1 asked for a driuk of 
water. The li«]y Raid, "You arc the 



HO WAR TALKS OF CONFEDERATE VETERAS8. 



iiiaii they are looking for. The sol- velopmentB. Soon I heard a whistle, 

diers on horses have just left here." but gave no answer. Then I heard 
I moved on again faster than ever avoicesay: "They are gone! MTiere 
until I heard them Cioming back. I are youf" I recognized the voice 
I jumped over the fence and waited of my host and came down. He had 
until they parsed by. As they pass- a bucket full of meat and bread and 
ed I heard them talking, I suppose le<l the way to the woods some dis- 
about me. It was dark and I com- tance off and told me to stay there 
menced again crossing fields and until he came for me. I remained 
woods until I gave out. Walking there about two days. On hearing 
and running twenty-five or thirty a considerable noise, I looked out from 
miles, with nothing to eat, wtus tell- my hiding place under a holly tree, 
ing on me. I decided to go to the where a litter of pigs had been re- 
first house and ask for food. This I c^ntlv raised, and where fleas were 
did, but the lady said, *^I can give plentiful, to see my pursuers going 
you nothing; my husband is absent." by on their way back, as I thought. 
I asked if I might stay until he re- That night I had a good supper 
turned. She replied,*^ Yes. We know brought to me and the pleasure of 
of you. Youmay stay in the yard." sleeping in a top-stack near the 
WTien her husband came, he said I house, where I stayed for a day or 
cx)uld eat and sleep in his house, if 1 more waiting orders. Finally they 
wished. He also owned slaves. After came, saying a man living on the 
a good supper came bed-time. He river had been hired for two barreb 
said: *^To show you that I will help of corn to carry me across. I left at 
and protect you, I will make you a once, a(MM)mpanied by his son, but 
l>ed in this room and put my son in found the man's boats had just been 
bed with you." About two o'clock destroved bv the soldiers. This was 
he tapped me on the head and said: sfid news to me. He asked me if 1 
"The soldiers are here, asking for had money. I told him I had, and 
you, and I have told them from the gave him fifty cents. He sent off 
window that you are not here, but and got a quart of whiskey, and 
they are going t^) search. So run!" while his wife was gone for the dram 
"(\)me this way," he said, taking we went down to the oyster-bed, got 
me to the back door. I jumx)ed a sack full, and such eatingand drink- 
through a gate into the garden, which ing we had that night — I mean they 
was terraced, and I thought eyer>' did the drinking and I did the eat- 
time I struck the ground I had gone ing. While at the oyster-bed I saw 
into a pit. There was a big fuss at a little log canoe, about eight ffeet 
the house, but I was gone. By a long and very nari'ow. It was so old 
spring near the garden was a hollow that one end had rotted off, and a 
tree. T went up that and waited de- plank had l)een nailed on it. I asked 
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if I could croHS in it. He sjiid it it was a close i*ace. 1 struck a roc*k 
woald sink. The river was about about a hundre<l yards off shore. On 
six miles wide and very rouj^h. reaching? shore I i-olknl over a ditch 

Early the next morning', befoie l>ank and was sa*\ 1 soon sjiw the 
light, i got the boat out of the (»r(H*k <>^<1 l>oat stesim back up the river and 
and put it in the river opposite the P^ss out of si^ht. T wtus in Virginia 
house and told him I wjus going to own more, but in the enemy's coun- 
tr>' and make the trip in her, al- try. T took my time through the 
though he insisteil that it could not wmnls and fields until I came to a 
lie done. I stood lor a few moments house at which I jisked for a lunch, 
with a small, rough, pjwldh* in my but wjis denitnl by a man > thought 
hand, looking, first at the river, th(»n ought to b(^ in the army. Ke com- 
at the Virginia shore on the opi)osite nienc(Hl to tell me how dangerous it 
side. I was so anxious to get there, was to be iwowling around through 
I decided to run the risk, although the country, and siiid, ^4.ook! Yon- 
it was very gieat. The lM)at was so ^It^'i* conu>s some one after you now.- ' 
ver>' small I had to put my fe(^t out- It wtus a lone horsiMuan coming at a 
side. He again l>egged me not to lapid gart. 1 could not run, jus he 
tty, but lookingdowntheshoresome- liiw^ neen me; so decided to wait ami 
thing showed itself, convincing me take my chances. He came up to 
it was time to h^ave. 1 started and me at once, sjiyiug, **Are you the 
never lookwl back; in fa(*t never »isi" 1 ^iw crossing the river just 
had time. Several tinu^s 1 tlnmght now?" I replitnl, *'V(*s.'' ^*Then 
the boat would fill. When alnmt what have you for sjile?-' said he. 
a half mile out a big wave struck He had taken mc for a blockade- 
as, and came so nejir sinking mc runner, that l)eing their place for 
that I eommenciMl to do what my crossing and he a trjider in that line. 
mother taught me at her knets which That accounttnl for the gun-lmat be- 
had of late l>een nnu^h neglectcMl — ing there. 1 left at once, with no- 
I prayed for delivenuice. The water thing to eat, and walked all that day 
seemed to jump out of the l)oat. The through the woods and fields. That 
winds calmed and the wav(?s cease<l night 1 stayinl at the house of a true 
to roll. I reste<l a little. I now no- Virginian, hadag<H)d supper, warm 
twed l)loo<l dripping from my hands. IkmI, e^irly breakfast an<l was soon on 
The rough pa<ldle had rul)l>e<l the my journey stgain. 1 met a man in 
Hkin and Hesh from them, leaving the road who said, '* If you go down 
them perfectly mw, l)ut they did not this road, ycm will l>e shot. They 
hurt. Looking up the river I ssiw a have just kilUnl the sheriff and 
fW-boat under a full hcjul of stetim woundt^l some of his <leputies.' ' 1 
wming down on me. Owing to the moved again for the willow green, 
Hhallow water I *'got there'' fii-st, but and so travelle<l until 1 reacheil the 
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Eappahannook river. I found a boat He told me and Idetjcaibed him. He 

pn^paring to cross with some cattle, then sent for his wife, and such a 

They were hard to manage and we good time we had. A good supper 

had a narrow escape. T secured the was soon ready and I was made wel- 

tail of a big ox, told him to go over- come to it. Early next morning a 

board and 1 would follow. Others team came up and took me to Rich- 

did the same and we arrived safe mond. Reaching there about night, 

with all the cattle. I had money and T looked around for a place to stay; 

stayed at a hotel in Tappahannock foiuid a boarding house near the Old 

that night. The clerk told me he had Market^ kept by a widow. She said 

but one room, and the privilege of that she kept first-class boarders, not like 

WSU4 given to a man of (luestionable me, but said T could stay and eat if 

character, and, if he came, I would there was anything. The sec'ond and 

have to give it up to him. I said, third table were going in when an 

^'All right," thinking, if he came, officer sitting near me asked me who 

I could be^t him out of it; but when I was and where I wa« from. I told 

I saw him I changed my mind. He him and he said, *^Is this Simon, the 

had a harsh face, with only one eye son of Joe Seward, of Petersburg!" 

and lots of pistols and knives about I said it was. **Then give him some 

his person. I slept on the floor, supper and I will pay for it,'' said 

About three o'clock in the morning he to the landlady. This officer lives 

a noise was heard, and some one said now, lam told, in Dinwiddle county, 

the house wtis surrounded by cavalry. Va. The next morning I made au 

, T thought I was gone then. 1 hid early start for home, but found I 

the best 1 could, but soon fouiul it could not leave the city without a 

was a raiding party of our own men, pass. 1 went to (len. Winder, then 

and, thinking they came for my friend in charge at Richmond, stated my 

with the one eye, I did not wait to case and asked for a pass to go home. 

see, but left early, traveling all day. He had me put under arrest and or- 

That night I stopped at a house nejir dered to my command ! He did not 

the road. It was a nice one* and \ believe my story. While in his offiw 

thought a good place to stay. The a man pjissed by, whom I thought 

servant said 1 could not stop. I then 1 knew. He askinl me who I was. 

iisked to sec the gentleman of the My story was told him. He siud, 

house, but he siiid he had nothing U> **Tmii him loose; 1 knew him in the 

ejit; the soldiers had taken everthing old Capitol prison." He was one of 

he had, he said. He iisked where I Mosby's captains, and the man I said 

was from and where I was going. 1 1 would tell you of later. I got a 

told him and he said, ^^I have a son a pass foi* ten days and came home 

at Point Lookout. Do you know that night. My father then lived at 

him!" '^'Whatishisname?" 1 asked, the conu*r of Rank and Short Mar- 
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k«t Btreete, in the house now a drug 
•tore. I fouDd him behind the coim- 
He looked at me tuiite & tinio 
whI said, "Simon!" and ran to my 
mutfaei' and sist«i-s. 

ADDENDUM. 
The following letter from Mr. 
Freeman W. Jones, of Petersburg, 
Va., gives an interesting acconnt of 
a Confederate Holdier'a esperience 
at Point Lookout about tlie close of 
the war, and makes an appropriate 
luhhnilura to Mr. Seward's address 
describing bis escape from the pris- 
OD at that place : 

"Peterhburg, Va., ) 
July 4, 1892. )■ 
Mfj^ Geo. 8. Behnabd. 
l-ivK&B Sir : At your request I will 
'8i»& yoTi a brief account of my pris- 
on life at Point Lookout in 18Gij. 

"I was a member of Company E, 
I'lCth -Virginia infantry, Runton'a 
brigade, Pickett's division, and was 
captured near Five Forks, Friday, 
March 31, 1865. We arrived at 
Point Lookout Sunday morning, 
April 2, 18(>5, and I can never forget 
mj feelings on that day, when those 
lai^e prison gates were thrown 
open and we were marched in. Oh! 
bow my heart did ache, when those 
heavy portals, with a loud crash, 
closed behind us I Then I thought 
of the loved ones at home, that quiet 
■abbath morning, wendingtheir way 
to the old country church in Bruns- 
wick county- where from childhood 
we had been accustomed to worship 
in peace and quiet. I now realized 
for the tiret time that I was indeed 
* prisoner of war, and all the hor- 
Wtb of a prison life rose up before 
me. Bnt a soldier must be brave. 
So, therefore, boy though I was, I 
"""' put aside such feelings, and 



did what I could to cheer and com- 
fort others. 

"I think there were some twelve 
thousand or more prisoners at Point 
Lookout when we arrived, This 
number was largely increased from 
day to day, until the prison was 
about as full as it could well be, 
having within its enclosures some 
23,00(1 or more men, I was told. Six 
of us were placed in a small tent 
in rear of the large tents, all of 
which were now filled, and which 
occupied the fronts on the different 
'streets,' as were termed the avenues 
on which stood rows of tents. The 
camp was parcelled off into divi- 
sions, like wards in a city. I be- 
longed to what was called the 7th 
division. We had but little to in- 
terest us, or to look forward to with 
much pleasure. We were required 
to attend roll call early each morn- 
ing, and wore then marched to a 
cook-hoiise to get onr breakfast, 
which consisted simply either of a 
small piece of pickled pork or salt 
beef, first of one and then of the 
other. Sometimes a piece of raw 
codfish was given us in lieu of the 
pork or beef, and without bread or 
coffee. We would take our meat 
back to our tents, and about 9 or 10 
o'clock in the morning the bread 
wagons would come in, and then 
half of a loaf of baker's bread was 
given to each man. A thin slice of 
this and our pork or beef then made 
up our breakfast. 

"About 12 or 1 o'clock we were 
marched in the same manner to the 
cook-house for our dinner, which 
always consisted of what was wlU-d 
'bean soup." It was rare indeed to 
find any beans, but you seldom fail- 
ed to find one or more well cooked 
flies in your so-called 'soup.' Sup- 
per we had noue, unless one man- 
aged to save a small slice of his 
bread for this meal. 

"While I cannot aay that any one 
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actually sn£fered from hanger, yet I pur rations, and yet they tried to 
do say that seldom was one's appe- appear very honest, and accnsed ns 
tite satisfied. Our treatment was of stealing from each other. There 
kind, and be it said to the credit of was some truth in this counter- 
Major Brady, who was then in com- charge of the cooks, I am sure ; 
mand of the prison, I believe he did and just here I must tell about the 
all he could for our comfort, and I most trying fix I was ever placed in, 
for one would be glad to meet him and for once at least I was accused 
once more. Whenever the major of stealing. 

would visit the prisoners he gene- 'The first men entering the oook- 
rally had his pockets filled' with house would sometimes, and per- 
small pieces of tobacco, say,one inch haps often, drink down their cup of 
square. These he would throw out soup and then slip back into the 
to the crowd of prisoners that passing line and go around to an- 
thronged his path until it would other point, and in the language of 
seem they would, in their mad rush the prison 'flank' toother cup of 
for this tobacco, crush both the ma- soup. Of course they did not call 
jor and his horse. Then he would this stealing — that would have 
whip up his horse until clear of the sounded too oad indeed. Well, one 
crowd, when, if he had any tobacco day I was moving along in my ac- 
left, he would throw it out again, customed place to get my cup of 
The same mad rush and scramble soup for dinner, and I do now sol- 
would occur as before. The men emnly declare I had not touched, 
seemed to be wild about tobacco. handled, nor tasted a drop of bean 

''The major would always say, when soup that memorable day, when all 
man after man would ask him, when at once one of the cooks across tiie 
he was 'going to turn us out,' *Ah, room cried out in a loud voice, 
next week.' Then the next week 'Watch the fellow with a white hat 
the major would say, 'Well, it will on ! Watch the fellow with a white 
be next week before you are releas- hat on !' So innocent was I, that I 
ed,' and so on. One day an old actually forgot I had on a white hat 
soldier said, 'Major, I am surprised until I soon discovered all eyes 
at you.' 'What about?' was the turned upon me. To say I was 
quick response. 'Well,' said the somewhat embarrassed hardly states 
prisoner, 'I have heard you tell the case fairly. I can assure you I 
these poor fellows now for several was terrified, and my discomfort was 
weeks that you would parole them increased when I saw this cook, 
the next, and yet you have not pa- who had made the charge, fast ap- 
roled the first man.' 'Ah,' said proaching me, being fully aware 
the major, 'I am bound to tell you that, if I allowed the fellow to take 
poor fellows a few lies to keep you me out from the cook-house, it sim- 
alive. If I did not do that, one-half ply meant that I would be disg^ao- 
of you would sicken and die.' There ed by having to wear about tiie 
was much truth in what this kind- camp for ten days or longer, tied 
hearted officer said, and I am sure across my back, a board, with the 
he only acted in this way for our word 'thief stamped upon it. This 
good. was the condition of things, and 

"The worst treatment we thought there I stood a feeble boy just 
we received was often from our own eighteen years of age, the eyes of 
men, especially the cooks. Most of three hundred men or more turned 
us believed that these fellows stole upon me — innocent. Yes, thank 
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God, ionoceDt of stealing a cup of peras, and after atandine a while 
Point Lookout 'bean aoup !' Not a there was always a deposit upon its 
sound could be heard. The still- surface upon which you could al- 
ness was even distresaing:. My ac- most write your uame. I believe this 
cuser approached within a few feet, water produced more sickness and 
and pointing' his finger at me said, suffering than any other one cause 
'Come out here !' Tor what?' said in the prison. 'Bread-crust' coifee 
I, looking him squarely in the eye. was a favorite drink, made simply 
'You need not have anything to say; from parched or burnt bread. It 
only come along," was his reply. "I was a healthful drink to say the 
will not budge one inch, sir. You least of it — the best substitute we 
accuse me of stealing your bean could get for coffee, 
sonp. It is not true!' I said. Just "The greatest excitement we had 
at tois moment an old North Oaro- in prison was perhaps when we had 
Una soldier, a Mr. King, whose ac colored soldiers placed as patrols 
quaintance I had made, and who, in our camp. We did not object to 
perhaps, had some children of his having them stand guard over us 
own, seemed touched to the on the regular posts, out when they 
quick. Leaning forward towards were sent to patrol the camp at 
me, in his rough but determined night, for one or two nights the 
manner, said be to me, 'Stand your scene was painful. No man, bow- 
hand, Jones; I am here. I will ever urgent his business, was allow- 
back you. Throw the cup of soup ed to show his head out of his tent, 
in his d — ^d face!" And then turn- unless halted and often held under 
ing upon the cook he said : 'You gaard, and the suspense was just 
have got hold of the wrong man, my terrible. We complained to Major 
friend. You had bettor let him Brady, who at once removed the ne- 
alone.' This was too much for the groes, and we had no further troii- 
cook, who began to take water. Of ble, 

course I then grew bolder, and in a "The days were usually spent in 
moment more there arose an old sea-bathing, which was very good, 
fashioned 'rebel yell,' with cries of while all kinds of ^ames were being 
'Tom him loose ! Turn him loose !' carried on all the time. Frequently 
with demonstrations of scorn formy some fellowwouldbecaughtstealing 
accuser on all sides. The poor cook what poor rations his next neighbor 
returned to his stand looking much might chance to have. Nearly every 
disappointed, while I left the house day there would be religious ser- 
a happy man, and was congratulat- vices of some kind carried on here 
ed Vn many at my narrow escape. and there over the prison, generally 

"The worse snffering we endured by our own meu. 
was for water. There were some "It was amusing to some, while 
foar or five wells in the camp. But distressing to others, to hear and 
in only two cases really was the wa watch the effect of what were called 
ter fit to drink. Of course every one the 'grape vine' dispatches that 
wanted water from these two wells, were constantly coming in. Some 
and the consequence was they were fellow would say, 'The dispatch is 
soon in such a condition that you that '2,000 prisoners will be taken 
could not get much water from them, out and shot to-morrow.' Of course 
The water from the other wells was there were among the prisoners low- 
simply horrid. They had a sweet spirited, silly feUows, ready to be- 
tiBte, being impregnated with cop lieve anything, and such a dispatch 
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was anythlDg but pleasant to these as I was almost persuaded to pass 

poor fellows. Another would say, over the line and try my luck, a fel- 

'The very latest dispatch is that we low with perhaps not much more 

will commence to be paroled to- beard than I had walked over the 

morow at 9 o'clock.' Many indeed line. A cry at once arose, 'Bring 

were the false reports thus spread him back !' Bring him back !' This 

among the men to excite fears or to poor fellow was taken by his beard 

build up false hopes. and led back. Seeing this I imme- 

"At Point Lookout we were never diately returned to my tent and got 

without rumors, either good or bad, ^ friend to shave me as close as pos- 

true or false. They were the inci- sible. Then I returned, and to my 

dents of prison life. Finally, when delight I met Major Brady. I said 

Major Brady commenced paroling to him, *I am only eighteen years of 

the poor fellows the wildest excite- a?© and would be glad to go on 

ment prevailed. The men were to with the boys.' He replied, 'Go 

be paroled in alphabetical order, it ahead.' This was enough. Over 

was said, but for some cause the tlie lii^© I went. I was rather tall ; 

paroling officers skipped several so when I took my position in line 

letters. This caused great com- I would not stand erect, lest I might 

plaint. Aboutthis time Major Bra- attract attention. That night wa 

dy rode through the camp and said ^^ook the boat from Washington to 

that all boys under eighteen years of City Point. I bade adieu to Poinfc 

age must come down to the gate, Lookout, and only hope I may nevex: 

and they should be sent home. I have to look out again from tha^ 

was then just eighteen, and a little point. Your Comrade, 
over. Of course I forced my way Freeman W. Jones. 

to the front as best I could. Just 



THE BATTLE OF THE WILDERNESS. 



THE PART TAKEN BY MAHONE'S BRIGADE. 



AX ADDRE8S DELIVERED BY COMRADE JOHN R. TURNER BEFORE 
A. P. HILL CAMP OF CONFEDERATE VKFERANB, OF PEl^ERH- 
BURG, VA., ON THE EVENING OF MARCH 3rd, 1892. 



COMKADPiS: 
Having for yeai-s felt a 
desire to verify some of mv 
• •• 

impressions of the battle of tlie Wil- 
<leruess, in whieli^on the Oth of May, 
1^<>4, I partieipate<l as a member of 
the Petei-sburg Riflemen, Co. E, 12th 
^irjrinia regiment, Mahone's brig- 
«t<le, and partienlarly wishing to veri- 
fy my reeolU^crtion Jis to the striking 
iiieident of Dr. Benj. H. May, the 
WiUaut eolor-lK*arer of onr regiment, 
^fu«ing to give up his colors to Col. 
^>. M. Sorrel, of Longstreet's staff, a 
few weeks ago I wrote to Col. (now 
^»eneral) Horrel to make some intiui- 
Hi^Hof him as to his reeolleetion of 
this incident, and promptly recreive<l 
IroMi him a reply confirming my own 

• 

inipr(»ssions in many particniai-s. II is 



letter was so interesting that I deter- 
mined at onc<^ to read it to the camp, 
but after reflection it o<M*urred to me 
that I might get together the recol- 
lections of other participants in the 
action and read them all as interest- 
ing details of that part of this <'elebra - 
ted action in which our particular 
commaiul figured so conspicuously. 
With this purpose, I turned ovei- 
my correspondence^ with (Jen. Sorrel 
to several mend)ers of our camp who 
were present in this action, as mem- 
bei*s of the 12th Virginia regiment, 
and re(iuested each of them, aftei- 
rejuling it, to furnish me with his 
riTolUH-tion of the incident refernMl 
to, and also any other details or in- 
cidents of the engtigement that they 
could riH'all. ^Fht* s<*vei*al rcsiH)nses 
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of the j^eiitleineii of whom this re- fortification, strengthened hurriedly 

(iuettt was made, together with the ^X them, they stoutly resisted us. 

statements of other participants, will ^J}'^\^^ this point you da«hed up to 

, „ . , , . . , . ... the front of inv reeimeiit, the 12th . 

l)e furnished in the order in which virsinia, and ipproa^hing our oolor- 

they were {jiven, and I feel satisfied besu-er, Iteuj. H. May (as gallant a 

that my corresiwndence with Gen. soldier as ever carried a flag or shoul- 

Sorrel, supplemented by th<s«' state- *^«''^ * musket, and who wa« killed 

mentH will interest vou as thev have at HpotsylvaniaCknirt- House the 12th 

mtei-esteil me. ^^^^ ^j,^ charge, t He refused to give 

My letter to (Jen. Sorrel I inailwl up his colors, but said: 'Wewillfol- 

toaavannah,(a.. and was as follows: 'ow you.' With grmt enthusiasm 

we loUowetl you m the direction of 
"Petkr.shi'R(j, Va., I tjie plank road. The enemy broke 
"January 13th, 1892.) and fled before us. I reineml)er seeing 
"Gen. G. M. Sokrki,, yon then dash with gresit speed up 
* 'Savannah, Ga. tte road in the direction, I suppose, 
"DearGenemI: Being anxious to <V ^^<:"- Longstreet, to inform him 
to kuow if vour recollection and mine ^l^at the way was clear. Our color- 
jM-eord as* to certain nuneinents ^'<^'"<'''. i» t^** <^i'"^*'»'*^"^"i t'^*^ °'"- 
made at the battle of the Wilderness '»«'»*' *«''«^' to observe that the other 
May 6th. 18(;4, in which we lM)th par- rt'Ki»w'"tf ol the brigade had halted 
ticipated, I take the liberty of ad- '^^ f'^*; P'^V'' '''^'}- ^^ «»»««*«"« Re- 
dressing von this c<mimuni«ition, and tiwhedand psussed over the road forty 
hope (if not trespjiasing too much «•', ^'^^ y*"*\» 'f '^°|,*: ha"iug. Our 
on voiu-timc) vou will do me the <:^>^one\,Vo\. Ih A.^\emger,obmry■ 
k■maneKS to faxor me with a reply. !»f^' "j*** *'^, '^'<^':« '" "^^^'V^ ''^, ^*^ 
"You will remember, Mahone's Wrigii<le, ordere<l us to tall liack on 

brigade of Anderson's division was '^ '""' '''l^*" the bri^a«le. In doing 

<iuartered near Madison Knn Stati«m. f "l*" "tl»^i- regiments, mistaking us 

We broke camp on the morning, 1 f"'" *^«' «"*"">' '^'■♦'* "\^" *"'' ^*"'"« 

think, of the 4th, and bivouackcHl ^'"J wounding sevenil of our men, 




'Mahone's brig-ade was ordenni «lav, as there seemetl to be very little 
v<-ry soon afterwards to the right in *•""*' "tterwards d.iring the day. 
the Wilderness. After going some "I had the plejisure of a short 
distance through the thicket, we en- convei-ssition with CJen. Longstreet, 
countered theenemy apparently biv- returning from (iettysburg three 
ouacking, ami little exp<H'ting any at- years ago, and he told me that, while 
tack from that direction. They fled he knew he was wounded by his own 
pell-mell iK'fore us, leavingtheirlight men, he never knew exactly how it 
camp ecjuipage scattered in every di- occune<l. He s;iid everything was 
rection, making scarcely any resis- working beautifully up to this point, 
tance until they reju'hed the Orange aii<l what s«^elne<l to be an opportu- 
plank road, when, having a uatural^uity for a brilliant victory was lost 



THE BATTLH OF THE WILDKRNKSS. 



by thiK uut'urtiiiiate cinaiiiistiiucf. 
"I bav4> tfi oll^ii thought ul" your 
bravery antl tpillaiit l)earing av, you 
led us tbruup:b the wihhIh up U> the 
plaak rtra<1, I feel that I would like 
to know with wi-taiuty whether or 
not my r(H:oUwti«iiB are correct as t^i 
thf piiit you took iu that charge. 

"Wishiug you a loiig life, inui^h 
ha ppiuem and great pnmperity, liuu 
very truly, yoiu' wMunwIe, 

"John H. TrHxi:u." 
To this letter Oeii. StuTel irjiliwl 
•M follows: 

"\kw VoKK,.lau. I9th, isiiu. 
"IjW'h Birthdav. 
"JtiHS K. Tl'KNEK. Es.|.. 

"A. V. Hill (';imp, ('. V., 

■■I'etei-j*l>»r^. Vii. 
■'l(e«i' Sir: Voiu' letter of .rauiiary 
lith van forwarded to uie from !4a- 
vaiiaah, aui! I am ver>' glad to hear 
from you. The evetit.s you dcsi rilR- 
re MO long at;o, Ihal one's mcinury 
lay l>e panlout-d if sli^h1],\ InMcb- 
tvoofl a» to details, but I may sii_\ ni 
uuce that your i-et-italnl lh<' itiiideut 
and the movement ol .M;ihi)in''s luig- 
ade at the battle ol" lln- \\ ildfrnes-s 

*Tbe famous Uit^Iiluiit of Gmi. Lue'iieh&rge 
will) the Texas br[gad«, rererred to by Col. 
Son«l In his letter to Mr. Turner, la given 
iWB b; Col. Cboa. S. Venable, ald-de- 
( Qua. Leo. In bis oddre&s delivered 
the Virginia division of the Army of 
B Virginia, at lt« annual meeting in 
t, October 30. iSTM 
bere that the Incident of Lee'e 
ti Gregg'e Te>;ae brigadi; occur- 
1 Texans cheered tuetllj'tie tht>lr 
.htti«, coming up lu splendid style, 
J Wilcoz'a disordered columns, and 

^ mws our artillery pit and Its adja- 

1 bteajstworli. Much moved by the 
I Ecwtlng ot these brave men and their maK- 
I •IBoent behavior. Gen. Lee spun*ed bis 
I taWM through an opening in the trenches 
1 hmI followed chute on ttieir llni' as it mov>H] 
I ntdiUy forward. Tht-nieudldnut pen:<.'ive 
I thu bs was going with them until tliey liad 
1 tdmiG(idsoDiedlBtanc<ilntbecluirge;wheQ 
I tfaty did, there name from the entire line, 



conforuiH a*'Curat«ly to my reeoilw)- 
tiOH of it, exfH^'ptiug. of course, tha 
too partial aud tlatteriiip view you 
take of m.v own pensoiial servioej 
there. But I will give you briefly 
my own veiwiou of it. which nmlly 
is Ufiirly \oiii' own. 

"Lim^>;lrei'l's ciirpK had to uiovQ 
at till' eailii-Nl lii'iir in the luoruiug 
of the fitli of Miiy, and Hi'ririug at 
the battle-lield was Just in time to 
be thmwn a<'ro!W the phink i-oad and 
check the eneni> whow attack had 
begun on A. 1'. Hill's iiirps, Thia 
111' ilwelf wiis II niiigiiilii-ent perform^ 
iiLii'f iif tlo' l'orp^5 — 111 fiirin line iu 
Ihedeiiselhii-ketallei' 11 hasty march, 
in the niidsl of trwips .suddenly at- 
l!icke<l aud retiriiij; from thefi'ont 
disoitler. Being done diiriu^ the 
enemy's nttaek, it displayed the 
steadiness chariu'teristic of Long- 
street's famous (wi'ps. This checked 
that attju^k, aud for a short time 
there wsis some i|nirl. It was then, 
t.Mi. you will r^'olleel. Uuit Gen. Jrfte 
wiis jiIhiuI to trad 1 lie Texas brigade 
inl^i aetiou. so threatening was the 
situation. He was almost forcibly 
stopped lt,\ his ofticers aud the en- 
treaties of his soldiere.* It was soon 

as it rushed on, the CI7, 'lio back, Oeneral 
Lee! Go back!' Some historians like to put 
this In less homely words; but tho bi'avc 
Texans did not pick their phrases. 'Wa 
won't go unless you go back!' A sergeant 
seized his bi'idte ruin. The gallant Oen. 
Gregg (who laid down his life on the 9lh of 
October, almost in Gen. Lee's preBence, In 
a desperate charge of hU brlgaile on the 
enemy's llniia In the rear of I'ort Harrison), 
turning his horse towanU Oen. Lee, remon- 
strated with him. Just then I called bis at- 
tention to Gen. Longstreet, whom be had 
been seeking, and who sat on hie horse on 
a knoll to the right of the Texana, directing 
the attack ot his divlsione. He yielded 
with evident reluotanue to the entreaties of 
hia men. and rode up to Longatreet's posi- 
tion. With the nrot opportunity I informed 
Oen. Longstreet of wlut had just happeni'd 
and he, with affectionate bluntness, urged 
Gen. Lee to go further back. I need not 
say the Tesans went forward In their charge 
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after this that (ren. Longstreet said great friends. Till the end of the 
to me that, if I were to collect some war, whenever in marches or else- 
troops over on the right, get them in where I met it, I was always honor- 
go<xl line and in touch with each etl with its friendly greetings. As 
other, and make a strong movement our troops reached the plank road, 
forward, swinging by the right, he you will recollect that a volley was 
felt sure a 8plc»ndid success woiild given to the enemy who were trying 
follow. I proceeded to follow out to rally on the opposite side. By this 
these directions, with full siuthority volley Gren. Wads worth and his horse 
to control the movement. There were (while trj'ing to rally his men) were 
three brigades in addition, perhai)s, both killed, and his soldiers could 
to other troops, that I sucx3eeded in make.no stand against us. Our rapid 
getting into good form and ready to movement through the woods had 
move. These were Mahone's, Wof- disordered our line, as you correctly 
ford's, and I telieve the other was describe it. Leaving them for a mo- 
Andei-son's. The movement soon ment, while recxjvering good order, 
lH»4i:an, at a given signal, our right I hastened to Gren. Longstreet with 
swinging swiftly around, driving a view to bringing up supiwrts to fol- 
everything before it. The lines in low up our splendid success. I met 
front of us made some sharp resis- thegeneralnear by, Jenkins' brigade 
1anc(^, but they were quickly over- immediately behind him. He had 
cM)nie and our troops — Mahone's brig- heard the sound of our rifles, and, 
ade, noUiblj' distinguished in the af- with the quick instinct of the gene- 
fair — rushed forward through the ral that he was, was following us up 
dense undergrowth, carrying every- with a strong and powerful support 
t hiiig l>efore them. Tt was then that to pursue his victory. I had scarcely 
the incident occurred of which you taken more than a few steps with 
HfH^ik, alK)ut p4X)r Ben May. He was him when a sudden and unexpected 
doing all that man could do with his fire, at first scattering, then heavier, 
colors, but s(H?med to be somewhat broke out from our men. The gene- 
em Iwirrasseil by the bushes, and 1 ral was shot down by my side, and 
thought piThaps T might help him to at the same time Gen. Jenkins, one 
get them forward, mounted a« I was. or two staff -oflic^rs and several cour- 
Ah yo!i say, he positively refused to iers. I have never known accurately 
M thc*m le^ive his own hands, and T who started this fire; there is yet 
was filleil with admimtion of his some confusion about it; but it was 
splendid (tounige. T think it was on fatal, and had the effect, by disabling 
the 1 2th that poor May was shot, the general, of putting a stop to the 
anil I r(t<feived from a member of the heavy blow he was about inflicting 
12th Virginia an affectionate message on the disordered enemy. Later in 
that he s<?nt me. 1 have always re- the day, you will remember, we made 
nienilxfrwl him as one of the bravest of another attack rather more direct, 
r'onf<f<lcrate soldiei-s. The I2th Vir- with a strong force, on the enemy, 
ginia di<l splendid service that day, who had gotten behind some in- 
and the regiment and myself became trenchments, but we there sustained 



and *!Id wpU their duty. They were eight The battle was soon restored and the ene- 
huudrod Htrong and lost half their number my driven baclt to their position of the nightr 
klllH and woundod on that bloody day, before." 
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M i-epultM^, uud tbat Hbuut cIoskI tbe 
principal featm-tw of the battle of the 
Wilderness nu the titb of yLuy . 

"The iinpiiitaiiei' ol' mir lliiiik ut- 
tack, which I haveileiscnln-ii beii-so 
briefly, was uol uiidi-ri'stiiiiiLli-d h.v 
the enemy in hissubw"|ui-iit reportc. 
The official report of the liatlle by 
t}«i. Grant, or his iinmcdifiti-Miibor- 
diiiate, deAeribe^ tbe tn-iueiKlouH at- 
tack of these three briftaden, which 
tnrnedhis own left tiaiik and nearly 
bruiight ab<int a wide-Hpi-eati disaster 
to the Fwienvl arniv. I cauiiot Iml 
think it would bav<- s.> (iided. bail 
not Gen. l^mtpilrecl, in the Ihish of 
bis sneeefiK, and with ai-deni, fre.sb 
troops in hand, l>e«u rttrnvk down iu 
the very act of delivering this blow. 
'*! am sketching this off to yon 
hastily and eiilirelj fioni memory, 
and while there nuiv I'e sonie omis- 
«ions,,orinac.-iniii-ies ii« to detail, I 
think tbe .u-eoiiiit is ool fai' wions- 
With iMwt wishes, J am, yonm very 
Irnly and Riueerely, 

"(i. M. MkiWRi;!.." 
In a !(Mltse<|iieut letter, under date 
Iff January 24th, V^Vt'Z, aAseiitiiig to 
my r«a*liiiy"HriM)rn«pondeni'e. (ten. 
8on%l twyn: 

"Ple«ae give uiy heai't.\- regards, 
remembraneeK and all good wishes ia 
the brave veterans yon are associa- 
ted with, 'riiey were my comrades 
too, and 1 Hhail never forget them or 

tbe tremendous days that brought 

n tccetber. ' ' 
TV) Comratle Geo. S. Bernard, a 

Member ofmycompany, 1 Hrst turned 

HWr this correspoudenee with Gen. 

Sorrel, and rec|ue«ted his recoUec- 

tionsof the battle. Here is his reply: 
"i tiave i-ea*l with much pleasure 

Jaur correspoudenee with (ten. Sor- 
* am glad yon pii)iH>He to i-ead 



it to the camp. It furnishes an in- 
teresting page of the unwritten his- 
tory of the war. It connects our reg- 
iuient and brigade with a most im- 
portant move in the l>attle of the 
Wilderness, and shows how, when 
this nio\e seeme<l at>out to prove a 
great success, it was arrested by an 
unfortunate accident. 

"I did not witueHM the incident of 
the Hug. Ben May's refusal to let 
the eoloi-s go from his hands was 
highly c h uracil.' lislic of the man. A 
spleiuiid fellow be was, sis brave as 
a lion and as gentle as a woman, re- 
semliliii^' in this particular his dis- 
tinguisbeil unele, ('-apt. ItttlR'rt B. 
I'egnim, of naval I'aiue. 

"The general appeamuee of- the 
wiMxls, with its scrubby oaks and 
other trees, in which we en<-onntered 
the enemy, the niai-shy Hat and gen- 
tle slope on either side at the point 
we first struck tlicni, the enemy at 
thct"|MiC Ihi-sU'jifon the north side, 
an oi-casiiMi:ti lilac i-oat and a Fedenii 
Hag indistinctly \ isilile for a moment 
through the foliage of the thick un- 
dergrowth, say, letw than a hnndnnl 
and fifty yards ahead of us, our men 
in line of battle, just at tlie foot of 
the slope on the north side moving 
rapidly forwai'd, some mounted offi- 
cers riding along with the line en- 
couraging the troops, one of thew 
oflicei's conspicuously leading, the 
men loading and firing as they moved 
forward, all yelling and cheering as 
they saw the enemy hastily retiring, 
the woods echoing with the rapid 
discharge ol' musketry' and the 'rel>el 
yell' sounding from moi-e thau a thou- 
sand ( 'onfederate throats, the men in 
the tinest spirits as they pressed on 
— all of this always comes vividly 
tMurk to me at the mention of tbe 
Wilderness. 

"I have always thought that the 
mounted officei- I saw ami particn- 



I 
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larly uoticed, his gallant bearing at- when suddenly we were startled by a 
tracting my attention, was Col. Sor- sharp volley of musketry ooming from 
rel, and still so believe. I noticed a line of troops about forty or fifty 
this officer just as the line was as- yards south of the plank road^ the 
cending the slope north of the marshy bullets from which voUey fiercely 
flat. He was, I think, less than fifty whizzed over our heads. I Veil re- 
yards to the left of our company. member my own thoughts — The ene- 
^'The move through the wopds in my are in our rear, and we are in a had 
pursuit of the retreating Federals hox. This flashed through my mind, 
was highly exciting, the men seem- Immediately the men fell ujMm their 
ing to have lost all sense of danger, faces and would doubtless have at 
although hostile bullets were doing once begun to return this fire, but 
some deadly work . The rapid charge several cried out, ^You are firing into 
soon brought our regiment to the your friends!' ^Show your colors!' 
southern edge of the Orange plank Show your colors ! !' It immediately 
road, arrived at which we were so became apparent to us and to the 
close upon the enemy that two — I men on the north side of the plank 
think three — of us fired simultane- road that a mistake had been made 
ously at one retreating Federal on and the firing ceased, 
the north side of the plank road and <<a part of our brigade, during the 
not forty yards distant. As we fired, ghort space of hardly more than ten 
the Federal soldier fell. Leroy Ed- minutes that we were down the slope 
wards,l who was at my side, and one of the hill on the north side of the 
of those who fired, exclaimed, ^I hit piank road, had moved to their right, 
him !' I am not sure that I also did go as to occupy exactly the ground 
not so exclaim — I know I thov^ht I over which we had passed a short 
hit him and that it was under my time before, and not knowing that 
fire he fell. In a few seconds we we were across the road, and seeing 
were at his side and to our surprise us coming in line of battle from the 
he did not appear to be badly hurt, direction of the enemy, naturally 
Leroy Edwards, las tender-hearted a8 took us to be Federals and greeted 
he was courageous, first spoke to him, us with a shower of Confederate lead, 
and offering to help, or helping him, most of which, fortunately, passed 
to get to his feet, said in the most over our heads, 
sympathetic way q hope you are not u^y^en these men saw their mis- 
hurt!' This striking incident illus- ^^^ ^^^ ^new that their fire had 
trating the feeling of a true and chiv- ^^en effect on some of our men, they 
ab-ous soldier towards his fallen ene- ^^^^ ^^^ distressed. ^Boys, we 
my, impressed me very much ^^ ^ , Weare«>«arry//' man>' 
J 'Just after this our Ime-I m^ ^^ ^hem earnestly said. 'We did 
the part of It composed of the 12th ^^^ ^^^^. ^^^ ^^ friends!' No 
regunent— being in a flat about fifty ^^^y^ protestations were of course ne- 
yards north of the plank road and eessary, but the manly feUows who 
depressed about five or six feet below ^^ made the mistake seemed to think 
the level of the roadway, was re- j^ necessarv thus to assure us. 
formed, and facing southward moved aj^ ^y ^iary on the morning of 
baok towards the plank road, ascend- ^^^ .^^^ of May I wrote an account 
ing a gentle slope as we neared it, ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^y^^^y^ I take the 

1. Leroy 9. Edwards, of Richmond, Va. foUowing extraotS: 
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A.bont ten o'clock oiir brigade 
wval into action on the enemy's left 
ttenk, uud Lieut. Psttei-non^ wau told 
bjl>r. IVvorS this moriiiug that Gen. 
Longsti-eet told him that the brigade 
)<chHved very well, and the 12th reg- 
iment moat gallantly. We drove the 
cnfiny IwaDtlfolly for a half mile or 
mure through the woods, killing and 
wunudiug many of them. The cas- 
UltieH were five killed — Wni. F. 
Pacei, Co. A; I). Mc< 'racken, Co. B; 
Jtthn Mingea, Co. B; W. A. Jelks, 
Co. B; and K. B. Barnee, Co. F; and 
fcrt)'-«even wounded, two of whom, 
'" in tliought, are mortally wounded 
Beu White, Co. C, and Wm. Del- 
_ > Co. I. Among the wounded 
(^pt. Stephen White, Co. C, Ser- 
MDt (itioi^ Morrison, 4 Co, A, and 
■rivat*- John Lw* of Cfl. E. There 
VTi; unfortunately threecases of ac- 
tidental wounding in the regiment. 
(That were the casualties in the other 
of the brigade I have not 
. .\moug those in the brigade, 
b-er, 1 hear of (.'apt. K. Taylor, 
Oen. Slahone's staff, and of one 
Ihe genei-al's couriers, Bernard, 5 
wounded, ami also Lieut. -Col, 
linettve, of tlie 41st. 
" 'A mottt imfortunate affair oc- 
jUBt att the 12th was returning 
tht- advanced position to which 
■y bad charged the enemy. They 
fired into by the 41st, and I 
ear also a part of the 61st regiment, 
rho took us to be the enemy. This 
R woHnde<l, and perhaps killed, 
■ue of onr l>est men, but what is 
Hst uiifortunaI<\ it wouuded Gen. 
ml LcHigstrei>t and kille^l General 
inkins, who were riding along 
be plank ruadjuBt at the time. Our 
h'iaioii and Hetli's are now in line 
f bottle in re8er^■e. From what I 
la gstber we gained not much by 



the ftght of Thursday, except four 
pieces of artillery, and 1 hear 3,000 
prisoneis. Welost heavily in wound- 
ed, judging from the large number 
we met on the road yesterday morn- 
ing, lu the fight of yestei-day we 
had greatly the advantage, driving 
the enemy a half mile and killing 
large numbers of them. 

' ' 'Among the incidents of the fight 
I must mention tlie conspicuous gal- 
lantry of a member of our company, 
Jim Farley,6 now of the sharpshoot- 
ers, who received two wounds, one 
in the shoulder and the other in the 
face, but continued to charge on with 
the regiment to the most advanced 
position. The gallantry of Lieut. - 
Col. Sorrel, of Longstreet's stafi', was 
also very conspicuous. He led us 
into action on horseback, waring his 
hat and crying out, '(tome on Vir- 
ginians!' 

'"Gen. Wadsworth, of the Yankee 
army, was found wouuded — it is Ije- 
lieved mortally — in that portion of 
the field over which the left of our 
brigade charged, and is therefore 
supposed to have l)een wounded by 
our brigade.' " 

"About twelve mouths ago I mado 
a copy of the account of this aiitiou 
given in my diary and sent it to Le- 
roy Edwards. From his reply ac- 
knowledging ito I'ci^ipt, I make the 
following exti-wit : 

" 'The fight that day, the bm-ning 
woods, onr nmi'chiugs and counter- 
marchings before and after the en- 
gagement, are well in my memory 
and ai-e accurately recorded in youi- 
diary. Our company was not one 
hundred yards from the spot where 
Longstreet was woimded and Gen. 
Jenkins was killed; indeed the same 
volley that disabled these generitb 

■Jobu H. Lee. at Petenbuig. Va, 

V TtiM.S. Bomud.of NuiKmoudcDUDiv, Vs. 

(,. Jimot A. rirlcy. of Frlcnbiiri;, Vu. 
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likewise struck down two (2) of the Longstreet's wound. I did not see 

color -guard of the 12th regiment. I him or Gren. Jenkins, hut locate the 

cannot forget the gallantry of Mayf point at O, probably a hundred yards 

(our ensign) at that critical moment, from M.' " 

when our men (16th Virginia?) were j turned over to Comrade Hugh R. 

striking us down, nor do I forget gal- Sniith,8 who was the adjutant of our 

lant May's bearing when Sorrel (of . ' n r^i. x. • , 

Longstriet's staff )a«ked May to let re^^ment, all of the foregoing corres- 

him (Sorrel) carry the colors of the pondence, and received from him 

12th, and May's indignant reply, the following letter in reply: 

This incident *oc<;urred before we uLie„t.-Comm'dr Jno. R. Turner. 

reached the plank road. May was ,,^ ,^ , ,^ 

knee-deep in a swamp and Sorrel's , ^^ Dear Comrade: Your correspon- 

horse w^s floundering in the mud. ^^^^^,^^7!^^^^"[;f^^f l;f^ 

At this moment young Lee, of Co. E, recollections of the battle of the WU- 

wa« wounded . We soon r^hed the ^^^J"^ ^^J" ^l Comrades Benmrd 

plank road and hastily dislodged the and Mwards, I find very inter^ting 

enemy reading. The accounts given of the 

battle about coincide with my own 

(Here follows a diagram, which i, omitted.] reCX>llection about it. 

** ^This rough drawing presents my ^^My remembrance of the affair is 

recollections of the swamp or marsh that our brigade was advancing in 

in which the May and Sorrel incident line of battle, and the woods being 

micurred (I. A.) and al>out the loca- on lirecausecl our regiment (the 12th 

tion of L<M* when he was wounded. Virginia) to swerve to the right, 

Our advance was then to the plank thereby tecoming somewhat separa- 

roa^l, where we found some hastily ted from the rest of the brigade, and 

C4mstructed earthworks, bresi^t-high, we seemed to come in contact witli 

and where we met very little resis- the left flank of the enemy, who were 

lance. The organization of the reg- holdingtheplank road, and I thought 

iiHMit, and indeed the brigade, was at the time that we were sent there 

then very inip<^rfect. Soon after pass- especially to dislodge them, 

ing over the breastworks (k. k. k.) *^1 distinctly remember the Sorrel- 

we wer<* re<*alled to the plank road. May incident and also recall the tact 

\ renienilH»r .John Patterson's" voice that, as we crossed the plank road 

in the call. As soon as we reached in pursuit of the Federals, I looked 

the |)lank road on the advance, Sor- down the road — towards Orange C- 

rel g}illojHHl down the road to our left, H. 1 mean — and saw the fresh troops 

and HtH)u after our return to the road coming up with Gen. Longstreet at 

at k.k.k. May was waving the 12th their head. Sorrel having gone to 

Hag and warning our friends (16th them to let them know that ttie road 

Virginia?; who were advancing to was clear. 

the plank roa<l. It was immediately ^^We advance beyond the plank 

after two of our color-guard were road to a ravine and then fell back to 

shot down at M, that I heard of Gen. the road, and about this time the fir- 

fMr. W. W. Tayleuro, of Brooklyn, N. Y., it was recognized. It was a beautiful and 

who wan flrnt sorgeant of the Petersburg grand sight — one for an artist.** 

Illfl«fii«*ri, says: "Ben May stood upon a 

Htuirip. with his lithe, graceful, form, a smile 7. capt. john R. Patterson, of Petemburg, Va. 

upon hlh fHC<;, waving our battle-flag until 8. HurIi K. smith, of PeWrsburg, V«. 




nur tjoops from whom we had 
■ st'parated began, and Iwik- 
liat direction I ret'Ognized MaJ. 
Ige, of tbe41st Virginiii ifgi- 
that regiment hnving been <ni 
mediate left in the beginiiinjr 
movement, and I immetliately 
}<l over to liim and informed 
nt they were firing into their 

and the order to cea»e firing 
imcdititely passed down the 
int not until l^ongstreet wjih 
3d and Jeakins killt.'d, a-i set 
I the other accounts, 
1. Andeiwon at once assnmeti 
uuiaiid of LongBti-eet's forces, 
! wounding of the latter gen- 
t a slop to the forward move- 
liat was Iwing bo siiece**8fnlly 
ite<l. Your friend, 

Hi cin R. Smith." 
:ply to a letter written to Com- 
utnam Ktith, now in Florida, 
'ed from him acommunif^ation 
i from Foi-t Mea<le, Fla,, im- 
be of February Hth. IH92, in 
he says: 

faa preeent tit the Wilderness 
nd remember that orders to 
j' were brought by Gen. (then 
Col.) Sorrel of Lougstreet's 
r remember that our part of 
i was ordej-ed to move forward 
rel in person. I think he at- 
d to take our colors out of UiC! 
>f Ben 3Iay to carry them him- 
It he did not know the stuff 
ai was imule ot^ — one who con Id 
[wloi-a where any other man 

Of eourse Ben refused to give 
L>olorB and carried them as gal - 
98 we were led bySori'el. The 
i; of Sorrel was such a« to a(- 
ay attention, aud 1 think the 
(Ml of every man in the brig- 
More conspicuous gallantry on 

" L never saw. 



"I claim that we made a brigadier 
of him that day. His conduct on 
that Held certainly entitled him to 
the distinction soon afterwards con- 
ferred on him by Gen. Lee. 

"In making that charge we got 
far in advance of the balance of our 
command. A halt was ordered. 
Soon afterwards we were fired into 
by our own men, who, coming up, 
mistook US for the enemy. 1 think 
that was the time when Lougstreet 
was shot, Hu£rh Smith saved us 
serious damage by waving bis hand- 
kerchief on the point of bis sword. 
I have always thought that, had it 
not been that Longstreet was shot 
then by his own men, we would 
have put the Federals across the river 
that night and changed the whole 
of Grant's flank movement which 
terminated in the aeige of Peters- 
burg. 

"I don't remember that we saw 
Sorrel after that day until the even- 
ing we marched into Petersburg 
from across James river. On the 
march to Petersburg we met people 

foing out of town. Some of them 
Dew that the Federals were at the 
water-works. Others knew that they 
were even in town and by that time 
had full possession. By these ac- 
counts we were worked up to a high 
pitch of excitement. We flnaUy 
crossed Pocahontas bridge and 
marched through town, greetingour 
friends on every side. I, and I 
reckon most of the command, fully 
expected to charge the Federals on 
the heights. In going up Sycamore 
street, when we reach MarahaJl, we 
saw Sorrel riding up Marshall and 
close to us. He was recognized at 
once. I believe every man took off 
his hat simultaneously and cheered, 
calling out, 'Lead us, Sorrel ! Lead 
US as you did in the Wilderness!' 
He removed his hat and bowed very 
low, remarking that nothing would 
please him better than to lead those 
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men in another charge, bnt that no angles to it, and after going som 
fighting was to be done that even- distuioe, abont a third of a mile 
ing, as we were only going out a suppose, we formed line of ba^btl 
short distance to form a line and very quickly, and at once commen< 
rest. ed a forward movement on the enc 

*^I have met the sfeneral since the my. We had not proceeded ver 
war and talked witn him abont this far, however, in line of battle, whe 
incident, which he remembered per- Col. Sorrel (afterwards brigadiei 
fectly, and if I am not very much general,) Oeneral Longstreet's as 
mistaken, he remarked that it was a sistant adjntant-genenS, appeare* 
prond day for him. on the scene, and placing himself i 

^^Now, John, I am not a good front of the right win^ of the 12t] 
hand at either writing or tailing, Virginia regiment, wim his hat h 
bat if I have succeeaed in ^ving one hand and grasping the reins o 
yoQ any pleasure by this simple nar- his horse with me other, he exclaim 
rative, I am amply repaid for the ed, 'Follow me, Virginians ! Let mi 
time and labor it has cost me." leadyou !' 

A letter to Mr. Wm. C. Smith, of ,,"?*« grallantry of this officer oi 
xr V -11 m ^ ^ • -D *hat occasion is as vivid to me no^ 

Aashville, Tenn., of Company B, as if it had been but yesterday. ] 
ISkh Virginia regiment, requesting do not remember to have seen dor 
his recollections of the engagement, ing the whole period of the war a 
brou;?ht me a reply under date of fi°®r exhibition of prowess than I 
F,hn»„ jeth, 1892 fcom wMchl JJf^S'^f^-^^^'^- 
take the foUowmg extracts : i^g t^e charge of Mahone's brigade 

""^I cannot recall much of the route on the 6th, and just a few minutes 
along which we passed, except that before it reached the plank road, 
w^ moved in a northeasterly direc- the writer received a slight but ver]; 
tioa» somewhat; nor can I recall the painful wound, on the ankle of hie 
ulijice at which we bivouacked on right foot, which disabled him foi 
uk^ night of the 4th. On the night two or three days, and hence can 
\)i Ih^ 5th, however, we bivouacked not speak from personal observa 
iM^o^ a place called Vidiersville. In tion as to what occurred during the 
kWm^autime reports reached us that remainder of the fight. Soon aftei 
tLs^tiug was going on in that part reaching^ the field infirmary, how 
i>Fl^«aM?t> county known as the Wil- ever, which I fouud about three 
vWru<^«»t And from the early start fourths of a mile to the rear from 
t«^«^ ou tlie morning of the 6th and where I was wounded, I was inform 
lkt# mmdity of the march, it became ed by a member of my compau]^ 
^VHl^nt that Uie Wilderness was our who had been brought from the 
vW^uaiiou. front wounded, that the left of the 

'Wflt^* itHiolnug the plank road, 12th Virginia regiment had become 
wk^il>h WHH almut o'clock A. M., detached from the regiment of the 
w^ wtav liurritHl along to the scene brigade on its left (I think it was 
^ av^ou. Bvten o'clock, or a lit^ the 41st Virginia) during the charge, 
U^ aflt^r, im Uio 6tli, we were on the and that the 12th Virginia was far 
^i\^uiu) * but we hail no sooner ar- in advance of the brigade when it 
mvvl UJhw wt^ HKhI to the right from was discovered, and that in •return- 
s' iJai^k iH^a. moving quite rapid- ing to resume its proper position, 
riu a aiiwUou apium^uUy at nght the 41st Virginia, supposing it to be 
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* pait of Ihe enem^ had fired isto word to Hugrh, my brother, the ad- 
Uie 12th Virginia, killing and wound- jntant of the I2th Virginia, to send 
ing quite a number of its members, me his horse, that I wanted to keep 

"I can recall the name of bat one "P with the army. He complied 
only who was killed by this unfor with my request, and I went along 
tnnate raifitake, and that was John ^'^^^ t^i" brigade to Spottsylvania 
Mingea, who was a member of my Court House, where I rejoined my 
company. A more gallant and faith company, though my wound was 
Inl soldier, or a more perfect gen- »ti\\ very painful, and took a part in 
tleman, was not known in the ranks tli»t engagement, 
of the 12th Virginia regiment. He "There was one feature of the 
was a resident of this city (Nash battle of the Wilderness that im- 
rilie. Tenn..) at the commencement pressed me very much, and that was 
olthe war. and in company with the th« meagre use of artillery. The 
writer left this city April 'iflth, 18fil, nature of the country thereabouts 
for the purpose of enlisting in a and the thick undergrowth through 
company in his native state. To o«t ttat section may account for 
grther we returned to Petersburg in tliis, no doubt, although tlie loss of 
18B1, and together we went to Nor- ""en. especially on the Federal side, 
folk and enlisted May 10th, 1861. was very great. Quite a number of 
He was my personal friend, and in Federals were brought to our in 
eamp one of my constant compan hrmary, among them Gen. Wads- 
ions. It is not strange, therefore, worth, who was mortally wounded." 
thst his death, and the circum- Comrade Joseph E. Rockwell, ser- 
itances attending it should be so j Company A, of the 12th Vir 

readily recalled while writing my ''. . - . v i ji. - 

recollections of the battle o? thi gmia regiment, having had the fore 
Wilderness. My recollection is there go^S correspondence submitted to 
vaa very little Sgbting, if any, after liim, sent me a reply in which he 
! o'clock F. M. of the (ith on that gayd: 

part of the line in which Mahone'a .,„ . * , 

trirade bad been engaged before 12 p""^ movements forward were 

odfock. I was at thi infirmary, not "^^^ .^^th all possible ["asK but 

mer three .inarters of a mile distant o«""g **) entangled undergrowth in 

from where I was wounded, and «o°^e Pf«°^8, and the marshy nature 

where the brigatle hatl its hottest «f o^'^ers, our line of battle was not 

file, lying in a tent bathing my foot, wel preserved, asm our impetuos- 

*Mch b^ become very much swol ''y ^ get forward many of our ei 

' Mil remember distinctly there ^'^^'^^ '".'e^t became separated from 

n little firing during the af- o°'J?»'" ^""^"^^ »° ^^^. charge. 

„ after 2 o'clock on tTie right Th« *P^-^y «'«''« »" retreat, and 

[>lank road ^^® ^^" "'^ pleasure of seeing their 

.,,. 1 ., '. - ., _., backs for a considerable distance, 

Imrly the next morning, the 7th ^ ^^ iotervals, when the smoke 

wa8 informed by Dr. Claiborne « f^^^'the burning ^oods would con 
Jrt he bad orders to move, and that ^eal them from view, as the woods 
«.me time during the day we would ^ accident or design had been 
Ve. a« the army was moving. Be fiJedbythelenemy.audmanyof their 
ibgunable to wak and being uu^ ,i^„j l^^ wounded comrades were 
t Jiing to be left behind, I sent lying about the fired woods; but were 

■ In ]» w ii.th.,riir 111 I'vii'i^iiurit. Vn had no time to help them then. 
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"Pressing on for a few yards fur- "I was present at the battle of the 

ther, for some reason we came to a Wilderness in command of about 

halt, that is, our part of the com- 170 of the picked men of Mahone's 

mand, which I am under the im- brigade, who had but a short time 

pression was in advance of our col- before been organized by Gen. Ma- 

ors. Here the retreating enemy hone into a battalion of sharpshoot- 

came upon their reserves, and we ers, composed of five companies, 

had it quite hot until many of our Soon after the brigade reached the 

comrades were shot down. I was Wilderness, on the morning of the 

fortunate enough to catch a friendly 6th of May, we moved out to the 

ball myself, and as no surgeon would right and south of the plank road, 

take the responsibility of cutting for and so extended our line of battle 

it, I have carried it from that time that was then formed in the woods 

to the present with special affection, facing east. I then advanced the 

and as a cherished memento of that battsJion of sharpshooters as skir- 

sanguinary battle. My thoughts mishers about 150 yards in front of 

then very naturally reverted to our the brigade. 

brigade surgeon, l)r. Jas. W. Clai- "I do not know exactly how long 

borne, whom I found at his infirm- we had been there when Generiu 

ary, about a mile 'to the rear, and Mahone, riding up, informed me 

principally occupied in attending that an attack was about to be made 

the enemy, of which he had a large on the flank and front of the ene- 

number, many of them desperately my's line on the south side of the 

wounded, and among them was plank road; that General Longstreet 

Gen. Wadsworth, of New York, who had sent two brigades through an 

was brought to our infirmary with old railroad cut to attack the enemy 

a minnie wound in the forehead, on his (the enemy's) left flank, and 

and was placed alone in an officer's that with his (Mahone's) brigade he 

tent which had been put in position would attack in front. He directed 

for his especial beneflt. He died, me to move forward slowly and 

however, in a few minutes after be- gently with my sharpshooters until 

ing placed on his back in this tent. I heard the cheers of the flanking 

"Permit me in closing to mention brigade, when I was to advance 

the name of Private DiBon, of Com- quickly to the front and attack, 

pany A, 12th Virginia regiment, *a "Ordering the men forward, we 

low private in the rear rank,' when moved very slowly to the front for 

out of ^.ction. His conspicuous some distance, when hearing a fare- 

modesty gave place to conspicuous mendous 'rebel yell' on our right, 

gallantry while in the field, and his we pushed forward as rapidly as the 

peculiarity being that of crying in thick undergrowth would allow, but 

earnest and fighting hard when I left did not go very far, when coming 

the field." to a slight opening about forty 

mi-. J t:i lic t:i 1 J 1- yards wide and seventy long, which 

To Comrade E. M. Feild, heu- looked as if it were the site of an old 
tenant-colonel of the 12th Virginia pond, I saw the enemy's line of bat- 
regiment at the battle of the Wil- tie on the opposite or eastern side 
derness and subsequently its colo- <^/ ^^S^ opening moving to their 
-d. I -ext submitted th. £or.pi-^ " tt" ^^ tLT^^> ^- 
correspondence, and here is his (Jers to the sharpshooters to com- 
reply : mence firing, which order was re- 
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p«ated in a loud toue by all of the my before us witliotit regard to the 
commiasioned und d on -com mission- sbarpahooters being in their front, 
ed officers of the battalion, whiuh I I quickly withdrew to the rear with 
saw attracted the attention of the my men, and in that position went 
enemy. I saw four men juBt at this foiward with the brigade until we 
time step out of line and prepare to reached the plank road. Before 
fire, and thinking it the part of a we moved forward and whilst we 
good skirmisher to seek protection were about this opening I was par- 
when possible, and seeing a dead ticularly struck by the coolness and 
tree about the size of my body about ^allantry of Gen. Mahoue. Our 
three feet from me, I stepped quick- brigade had about reached the point 
ly behind it, but not in time to es at which we first saw the enemy aa 
cape a ballet which passed through above described, and a considerable 
my clothes, grazing my spine slight number of the enemy being gather- 
ly. giving me great pain at the time ed in knots at short range (about 
and causing paralysis of my lower seventy-five yards distant) on our 
limbs that evening, so that I could left Hank and tiring into it, this caus- 
scarcely use them. I came near ed the left of the 6th Virginia regi-- 
leaving the field, thinkingthat I had ment to double back until it had 
been shot through, but was obliged gotten to be twenty-five or thirty 
to smile after finding the extent of ranks deep. At this time Gen. Ma- 
my injury, and thought how I, who hone dashed up on his horse and in 
bad been selected to command the a clear, shrill, voice, which could be 
picked men of Mahone's brigade, beard above the rattle of the mus- 
wonld have been laughed at had I kets, asked, "What regiment is this 
left the field for so slight an injury, in this eonfuaion V Being answered 
A sergeant of the Blat regiment, that it waa the Gth Virginia, he ex- 
just as I was struck, fell at my feet, claimed, 'The Gth Virginia regiment 
shot through the brain. of my hrigaJe — /.lint. gpUmildly 

"The enemy's line at this place > fri I fed rey indent — 'inthincoiuiUionf' 
was somewhat broken by our fire, It is needless to tell that the men 
bat a much larger number than com were in their places as quickly as 

Kosed my force of sharpshooters possible, and promptly moved for- 
alted and returned our fire. While ward, 
this waa »oing on I could hear onr "The brigade having swung 
brigade oehind ua advancing, and around to the left, we soon had the 
jadg^ng fromthe sound madeby the entire force of the enemy on the 
canteens of the men striking against south of the plank road routed, lea v- 
the bushes that the brigade was in ing in our hands a large number of 
easy supporting distance of us, I dead and wounded, among the lat- 
gave the orders to the sharpshooters ter Gen. Wadsworth, whom I re- 
to charge, which order being repeat- member seeing lying on the ground 
ed by all the ofHcera of my com- as we passed along. I reached the 
m&Dd, was, I thought, mistaken by plank road with the iitb regiment, 
the brigade for an order for them where we halted and commenced to 
to charge, as they immediately came reform on the south side of the 
forward very rapidly. road. I saw coming down the plank 

"I had gotten nearly across the road from the west Gen. Longstreet 
opening above referred to when our and staff, followed at some little dis- 
brigade reached it, and, as the men tance by a column of men, which 
in oar rear opened lire on the ene- extended aa far as I could see and 
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was moving at a double-qaick. Gen. driven back on the other troops would 
Lougstreet, -when about one hun- have demoralized his whole army.' 
dred yards to our left, left-the plank "I had almost forgotten to sav I 
road with his staff and others, mov- was surprised when I learned that 
iug diagonally into the woods on the 12th Virginia had crossed the 
the north of toe road in our front, plank road, and that it was on this 
He had with him a large and beau- regiment that a portion of the brig- 
tiful headquarter flag, which was ade fired. When the firing was go- 
something new in the army. I was ing on I thought that the 12th was 
now on the extreme left of the brig- in its position on the right of the 
ade, ordering the sharpshooters to hngsAe. 

assemble on the left, wlien I heard .<-^q Jj^ ^q j^rther fighting that 

some one say. Look out, boys, they evening. I was left in charge of 

are coming back 'There they come! ^^^^ sharpshooters in front of the 

There they come! Gen Mahone brigade during the night, which I 

was at this time to my right, saying consider one ofthe most unpleasant 

to the men, all of whom as well as of my life. The woods were on fire 

Gen. Mahone, Uiought those m the j^^^ jj^g ^^^^ ^f q^^ wounded made 

immediate front were the enemy ad- 4^^ ^j ^j ydeous. Gen. Anderson 

yancmg. Steady men, steady ! Get ^eing assigned to the command of 

in your places ! Get in your places! LonfstreeFs corps. Gen. Mahone 

Suddenly one or two of the ^gi- ^^ i^^.^^ j^ command of his di- 

ments to my right opened fire This ^gj^^ ^^^ Col. D. A. Weisiger, of 

firing soon ceased as the men found tjje ^gth regiment, assumed c^m- 

out they were firing upon their ^^^^^^ ^f MiSione's brigade. This 

fnends, but not until they had kill- i^^ regiment, the 12th, of which 

^ ^ISu^^^^in""^/ T^& wounded j was lieutenant-colonel, without a 

Ben White,10 of the 12th Virginia, fi^i^ ^f^^^^ j thinking it but right 

and wounded Gen. Longstreet and jh^t I should return to it, so sti^ 

others severely. a u ^i. ^ Gen. Mahone, who agreed with 

So much time elapsed after the ^^^^ j accordingly took com- 

wounding of Longstreet and before j^^^ ^j jj^^ regiment the next 

Gen. Anderaon assumed command, corning. I must state, however, 

the enemy had time to reform their t^at it was with great reluctanc^ 

ranks, and we being largely outoum- ^^^^_ i t^e command of the 

bered, it became necessary for us to Bharpshooteri the finest body of 



fall b<M!k to about the position oc- men that I had ever seen, the pick 

cupied by our hue before making ^ ^j^q ^^ Mahone's brigade." 

the attack. When I was sitting on *=" 

a log tliat evening. Gen. Mahone In order that there may be a bet- 

oamo up, and taking a seat by me, tor understanding of the plan of 

Hiiid '(.ol. Field, it was very unfor- j^^j ^ of the great battle in which 

tunate for our cause that Longstreet ^ ■ , •■ . . . , 

wiiH woundod. Had this not occur- ««'• brigade and regiment took part, 

rod, wo would have driven Grant as narrated in the foregoing letters 

lusroHH tlu) river before night in spite and statements, I have deemed it 

of .ill ho «()uld have done. We had best to conclude this address by 

two miloH of his left thoroughly making some extracts from the offi- 

roiitoil, ana this part of the line .,,.,, , . , 

cial records to be found m volume 
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the Rebellion," and from Swinton's movenient, and which were drawn 

"Campaigns of the Army of the Po np parallel to the plank road and 

, ., about sixty yards therefrom, when a 

"*"***'■ portion of tliem fired a volley, which 

Gen. Longstreet, in his report, resnlted in the death of Gen. Jen- 
Rebellion Record, volume 36, part ^°«. and the wounding of myself. 
, ,._, I immediately notified the com- 
l, page 1054, says : manding general of my bein^ oblig- 

"About 10 o'clock Major General ed to quit the field, und the com- 

H. L. Smith and the others sent out mand devolved oo Major-General 

to examine the enemy's position, Feild. 

reported that the left of the enemy's "To the members of my staff I 
line extended but a short distance am under great obhgations for their 
beyond the plank road. Special di- valuable services. 'They conducted 
rections were given to Lieuteoaut themselves with their usual diatin- 
Colonel Sorrel to conduct the brig guished gallantry. Much of the 
ades of Gen. Mahone, G. T. Ander- success of the movement on the en- 
son, and Wofford beyond the ene- emy's tlaok is due to the very skill- 
my's left, and to attack him oo his ful manner in which the move was 
left and rear — I have since heard conducted by Lieutenant- Colonel 
that the brigade of Gen. Davis form- Sorrel." 

ed a part ot this ilankina fotce--the q^„ j„, ,^ g Kershaw, in his 
Hank movement to be followed by , n ■ .i- i. i i 
a general advance, Anderaon's brig f^P""^'' Rebelhon Record, volume 
ade on the right and Wofi'ord's on 3G, part 1, page lOGl, says : 
the left, Mahone being in the cen- "The lines being rectified, and 
tre. They moved by the flank until Feild's division and Wofford's brig- 
tbe unfinished railroad from Gor ade, of my own, having arrived, up- 
dottaville to Fredericksburg was on the suggestion of Brigadier- Gen. 
reached. Forming on this railroad Wofford a movement was organiz- 
tacing to the north, they advanced ed, under the orders of the lieuten- 
in the direction of the plank road unt general commanding, to attack 
till they encountered the enemy in the enemy in fiank from the line of 
flank and rear, who was then engag- the Orange railroad, on our right, 
ing the brigades of Gregg. Beuning with the brigades of Gen, Anderson, 
and Law in front. The movement of Feild's envision, and Brigadier- 
was a complete surprise and a per General Wofford's of my own, sun- 
feet success. It was executed with ported by Mahone's brigade, while 
rare zeal and intelligence. The en- we continued to bold the enemy in 
emy made but a snort stand, and front, who was at intervals bearing 
fell back in utter route, with heavy down upon our lines, but always 
loss, to a position about three-quar without any success. This move- 
ters of a mile from my front attack, meut, concealed from view by the 

"I immediately made arraUj^e- dense woods, was eminently stic- 

ments to follow up the success gain- cessful, and the enemy was routed 

ed, and ordered an advance of all and driven pell-mell as far as the 

my troops for that purpose. While Brock road, and pursued by Gen. 

riding at the head of my column. Wofford to some distance across the 

moving by the flank down the plank plank road, where he halted within 

road, I became opposite the brig a few hundred yards of the German 

adea which had made the flank na road. Retnming with General 
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Wofford ap the plank road, and front, and ordered me to take pod- 
learning the condition of tbin^ in tion with my rieht reBting^ on the 
front, we met the lieutenant-gene- Orange railroad. Thouefh an ad- 
ral commanding coming to the front vance was made later in the day, my 
almost within musket range of the troops became no more engaged, 
Brock road. Exchanging hasty con- except Gen. Wofford, who moTed 
gratulations upon the success of the against the enemy in the afternoon 
morning, the lieutenant - general on the left of the plank road, and 
rapidly planned and directed an at- met with some success* in that quar- 
tack to be made by Brigadier-Gen- ter and suffered some loss." 
eral Jenkins and myself upon the q^^ ^y^ Mahone, in his report, 
position of the enemy upon the t> u n- t3 j L^ I^ 

Brock road before he could recover Rebellion Record, part 1, page 1090, 

from his disaster. The order to me says ' 

was to break their line and push all "The next day (May 6th) we were 
to the right of the road toward with our troops on the plank road, 
Fredericksburg. Jenkins' brigade and where tne fi^ht was already 
was put in motion by a flank in the earnestly progressmg at an early 
plank road, my division in the woods hour. We were at once assigned a 
to the right. I rode with Gen. Jen- position in support of a part of the 
kins at the head of his command, line of Lieut.-General Longstreet's 
arranging with him the details of front, but very soon after we were 
our combined attack. We had not ordered to join and co-operate with 
advanced as far as the position still Anderson's and Wofford s brig^ades, 
held by Wofford's bngade, when of that corps, in an attack upon the 
two or three shots were fired on the enemy's left flank. As the senior 
left of the road, and some stragglers brigadier, I was, by Lieut.-General 
came running in from that direction, Longstreet, charged with the imme- 
and immediately a volley was pour- diate direction of this movement 
ed into the head of our column from Wofford and Anderson were already 
the woods on our right, occupied by in motion, and in a few minutes the 
Mahone's brigade. By this volley line of attack had been formed, and 
Gen. Longstreet was prostrated by the three brigades, in imposing order 
a fearful wound ; Brigadier-General and with step that meant to conquer, 
Jenkins, Capt. Alfred E. Dobv, my were now rapidly descending upon 
aid-de-camp, and Orderly Marcus the enemy's left. The movement 
Baum, were instantly killed. was a success— complete as it was 

"As an instance of the prompt- brilliant. The enemy were swept from 
ness and ready presence of mind of our front on the plank road, vrhere 
our troops I will mention that the his advantages of position had al- 
leading files of Jenkins' brigade on ready been felt by our line, and from 
this occasion instantly faced the which the necessity for his dislodg- 
firing,andwereabouttoretumit;but ment had become a matter of muoi 
when I dashed my horse into their interest. Besides this valuable result 
ranks, crying, They are friends,' the plank road had been gained and 
they as instantaneously realized the the enemy's line bent back in much 
position of things and fell on their disorder; the way was open for great- 
faces where they stood. This fa- er fruits. His long Imes of dead 
tal casualty arrested the projected and wounded which lay in the wake 
movement. The commanding gen- of our swoop, furnished evidence that 
eral soon came in person to the he was not allowed time to change 
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front, as well as of the ezecntion of which they had advanced iu the 
oar fire. AmoDghiB wounded Briga- morning. Wadsworth, on the ri^hl 
ilier-GeQeral Wadsworth, command- of Hancock, opposed the most ue- 
ing' a division, fell into our hands. roic efforts to tlie onset of the ene- 

"Lieutenanl-Colonel G. M. Sorrel, my; but after several ineffectual 
of Qen. Longstreet's staff, who was charges, his troops broke into the 
with me in conducting this move- retreat; and while striving to rally 
ineot, and Capt. Robertson Taylor,' i them, that patriotic and high-souled 
assistant adjutant- general of Ma- gentleman and brave soldier received 
hone's brigade, who was wounded in a bullet in his head, and died within 
the fight, specially deserve my ear the enemy's lines the following day. 
nest commendation for efficiency and "Btit in the very fury and tempest 
conspicuous gallantry on this occa- of the Confederate onset the advance 
sion. was of a sudden stayed by a cause 

"The casualties of the brigade were at the moment unknown. This af- 
as follows : Officers, 1 killed and 3 terwards proved to have been the fall 
wounded; men, l!) killed, 123 wound of the head of this attack, 
ed, 7 missing; total, 20 killed, 126 "Longstreet had made his disjio- 
wounded, 7 missing." sitions for a decisive blow; for while 

The historian Swinton, in bis work advancing one force in front, he sent 

above mentioned, at page 433. says: fr^'^^J ^^ ™7/ Y'Ju'' n^^f'"''^^ 
,,_, , , ^, . ,. , , left and lay hold of the Brock road. 

The contest that sjgnahzed Long ^t the time the Union troops were 
streets arrival on Hancocks front, ^ivinggroxind.and the Confederates 
aDdrestoredtheinlegrityofthesha^ „ere pushing on. that officer, with 
tered Confederate right, now died his staff, rode forward in front of hU 
away ; and for some hours up to column, when suddenly confronting 
nearly noon, there was a iiU. Dn- ^ portion of his own flanking force, 
nug this time Longstreet s troops the cavalcade was mistaken for a 
continued to arnve. and when at last p^rty of Union horsemen, and re- 
his line had acquired breadth and reived a volley under which Long- 
weight for the incoming force, it was street fell, severely wounded." 
advanced, and Hancocks troops, 

which had first halted, now began to I^ » '"^o* "ote to the last paragraph 
fee! a heavy pressure. The attack Mr. Swinton says : 
first fell on the left of the advanced -General Longstreet stated to the 

te f« '1 i^«I^!»?wdl°lF(?°h; ■""*«'■ *'^''* ^^ ««* 'i^^y *«"■« '^i'* o*" 

.nn«= r^a ^ .■nnr.o „.- „ ^gj) byj jq yain shoutfid to them to 
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This force Longstreet's troops fairly 
overran; and brushing it away, they 
Htnick the left of Mott's division, 
whiub was in turn swept back in oon- 
fuBion; and though Hancock endeav- 
ored, by swinging back his left and 
forming line along the plank road, 
to secure the ailvanced position still 
held by his right, it was found im- 
posaible to do so, and he had to con 

tent himaelf with rallying aud re- ._^__ _^ ..^„.o.u ^^ .^^ v,.,.. 
fprminer the troops on the onginal ^^1 line, covering that road, he ad 
hne. along the Brock roa.i, from mitted tbatthat altered the comDles- 

II. itipi l(<ilK-n-'>ti Tuylnr, r.f lb.iilm.ir.^M.| iOD of affolrs." 



cease tiring. He also expressed, with 
great emphasis, his opinion of the 
decisive blow he would have inflicted 
had he not been wounded. 'I 
thought.' said he, 'that we had an- 
other Bull Run on you, for 1 had 
made my dispositions to seize the 
Brock rood.' But on my pointing 
out that Hancock's left hod not &a- 
vanced, but remained on the origi- 
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Before conclading this address it of the Wilderness, in his letter dated 

is due to Gen. Mahone, and to the March 5th, 1892, says: 

officers and men of his brigade, by "The 12th was on the ri^ht, the 

whose fire Gen. Longstreet was ^1»^ d®^*; ^ten came in oMer the 

struck down at the critical moment ^1»^' ^^^^ ^^ ,^.*^ regiments. We 

# i^i 1 i.i.1 M i.1- Tir-ij moved m this direction at right an- 

of the battle of the Wilderness, as ^^^^ ^^y^ ^j^e road some Utfle dig- 

has been narrated in the foregoing tance, and then wheeled to the left, 
accounts of the engagement, to say the 12th being on the extreme right, 
that no blame attaches to him or to ^^^^ ^^^}y ^^^ eschelon, and then the 
tb.„ for tte untortu»>^ »=oid»t aSTJ!?*- ^^TCSI 
which no ordinary forethought, it b^^ what it was I do not remember, 
seems, could well have avoided, but In front of the 6th and 16th we met 
which must rather be considered Gen. Wadsworth's command. There 
one of those mysterious interposi- was considerable fighting on the left 

tions of the Almighty in the affairs ^'ori^ly woundUl^a'Se^? 
of men deemed necessary to shape ^er of his command captured or 
for his own purposes the course of killed, our ^ntire front was soon 
human events. The brigade, men cleared of the enemy, 
and officers, won laurels in this ac- ^ "^.^i?^\®r^®^. ^'^ i*>'^® ^^^^^ ^1 
«.., ..a it h- ^ord^ „. -auoh aeSSaSL'^rSS? 
pleasure to contribute what has been j halted the brigade, reported to 
read this evening towards the history Mahone and went forward myself to 
of its famous career, and in so doing see if I could find where the 12th 
to record specially the splendid con- ^as.* We had hidted only about 
, , t Lu iii-Qi 1 Sixty or seventy yards from the road, 
duct of the gallant Sorrel and no but there was a dense woods in front 
less gallant May, the ensign of the of us and a great deal of fire and 
12th Virginia. smoke. In fact, I do not think I 

have ever seen a battle-field where 
there was more destruction and more 

A T-wT-wTixTT^ A hoHTors thau that of the Wilderness." 

ADDENDA. ^ ^ , ^ ^ 

Capt. John B. Patterson, who, as 

Since the foregoing address was first lieutenant of Co. E, 12th Virginia 

delivered, several letters and state- regiment, commanded that company 

ments from participants have been in the action, in a statement fumish- 

received. From these it has been ed by him, says : 
deemed proper to make some ex- "I distinctly remember seeing Col. 

tracts under the belief that they will Sorrel attempt to take the flag from 

throw light upon and add interest 

to what has been already said. JL^'""'' ''^' ^- ''''''''''' '' Petersbun?, va. 

noloTiftl (r\nw Gfinftral'i V D Gro- *Colouel Mluetree states that there were 
i^oionei inow uenerai; v . u, uro ^^^ companies of the I2th regiment (thoee 

ner, of Norfolk, Va., who, as colonel on its extreme left) that remained in the 

of the 61st Virginia regiment, com- IJP? "^^I*' ^^^ *^^* ^^^^^^i^^^^ ^^/l?.^^ 
vj. «**« vAow xxgxu « X g A**v , ^j^ ^^^ g^ across the plank road with the 

manded that regiment in the battle main body of the l2th regiment. 
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the gallnut Ben May, Tbis occur- 6Demy had just been driven, the oth- 

red when we were near the plank er regrimente of the brigade natnrjilly 

road. Before we reached the plank suppoaed we were the enemy and 

road I recollect looking down the fired into u». As soon as this fire 

line to my left and seeing Sergeant opened, knowing what it was, I fell 

George J. Morrison, of Company A, flat on the ground in the plank road, 

one of the best soldiers in the regi- Some one exclaimed, 'Show your 

ment, throw down hia gun and start colors!' I shall never forget whati 

to the rear. Although we were then consider one of the bravest acts I 

driving the enemy, thethoughttlash ever witnessed: The color-bearer 

ed throiigh my mind that, if such a stepped out on the plank road and 

man as George Morrison was going calmly waved his colors over his I 

to the rear, the bottom of the fight heat!, although a line of our own ] 

must be out on that part of the line; men, not more than fifty yards — in- 

butaBwe advanced, swinging around deed, not that far — in his front, were 

to the left, I learned that he had been at the time pouring a deadly tire into 

ahot through the body. us, which resulted in killing and 

"Just before I saw George Morri- ^<^^^^^S some of the best men in 
son, as above narrated, I remember °"'' regiment. ■ 
hearing Gen. Mahone, who at the Judge D. M. Bernard, of Peters- 
time was riding immediately in the ^ y*., of Co. E, 12th Virginia 
rear of our part of the line, about . , , . , ,, , „ . 
ten feet from where I was, whilst we regiment, furnishes the foUowmg 
were pressing forward under heavy statement : 

fire, say in his accustomed calm and "i i^ave read with pleasure the cor- 

imperturbable tone, 'Steatly in the respondence and statements relating 

12«i . to the battle of the Wilderness you 

"Our regiment crossed the plank have handed me for perusal. 
road, and I remember seeing uum- "I was a member of the corps of 
bera of the enemy in utter confusion sharpshooters of Mahone's brigade, 
and route running through the commanded by Col. Feild at the bat- 
woods. In a little opening about tie of the Wilderness, and remember 
twenty yards in our front a single well that we passed through marsh, 
man appeared, when one of our boys swamp and burning woods. I was 
sext to me raised his gun to shoot struck with the coolness and soldier- 
bim, when I said, 'Don't shoot! We ly bearing of Col. Feild, and with 
will catch him!' Just then the Fed- the dash and gallantry of amounted 
eral soldier dodged behind a tree, staff-oftieer, who, I beheve, was Col. 
and, as we approached, jumped out Sorrel. Whilst we were advancing 
and started to run a^in. I then through the woods, I picked up a 
said to the man whom I had just be- fine pair of officer's gloves, wbicu I 
fore prevented from firing, 'Let him immediately handed to this stalf- 
hive it !' At the crack of the gun officer, who was at the time riding 
theretreatingFederalfelldead. This near me. Receiving the gloves with 
*as on the north side of the plank a smile he thanked me for them, say- 
roid. ^ — - 



I 



{''3916 regiment was now halted, 'Bergenut Tayleure nays that Beii May. 

-^'- were ordered to return to the tj?" i^olor-b^arer was sUndiiiB up"" ' 

1 ,1 I - , , qtiimp, with a BinLie upon his Face, wl 

of the brigade. As we came ^id Aia act ..f pagnmceHl coun.ge, 

tr the ground over which the page 94. 



^^boeo 
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ing/They are the very things I need.' the battle of the Wilderness. Asa 
''I was not an eye-witness of the member of his staff — I was one of 
May-Sorrel flag incident, but remem- his aids-de-camp — I was within a 
ber hearing of it about the time of few feet of him at the time he was 
its occurrence. So gallant an act wounded. We were on our horses 
was to be expected of Ben May, as all on the plank road. A few minutes 
who knew him can testify. I well re- previously I had suggested to him 
member, too, and can never forget, that he was exposing himself very 
how, not many days after this battle, much, I thought, 'xnat is our bus- 
when he had received his mortal iness,' was his reply — which silenced 
woundat SpottsylvaniaCourt-House me. When the volley, a shot from 
my heart was melted while shaking, which wounded him, was fired, he 
in our last good-bye, the poor fel- fell from his horse heavily to the 
low's band, hot with the fever that ground, and I thought he had been 
I knew must, and which did, in a killed. I went immediately to him 
few hours burn out his noble life." and found him breathing. Drs. J.S. 

Dorsey Cullen and Randolph Barks- 

m i.t # J J M Ti€ dale, of his medical staff, were im- 

To the foregomg address of Mr. mediately sent for and took him to 

Turner and its addenda^ tibe follow- the rear, 
ing letter from Major Andrew Dunn, "Tour Comrade, 

of Petersburg, Va., may properly "Andrew Dunn." 

^^ The message sent by Ben May to 

"Petersbubg Va ) q^I gorrel, referred to in CoL S.'s 

"AT n ^ ^^y^'-^^^^- > letter to Mr. Turner, was, "Tell CoL 

iVIr. (jtEO. O. XjERNARD. a IX u J. _!. rj.1 J.I- 

«-r^ oi- ^ 1 1^ -I Sorrel I could not part with the 

Dear Sir: You have requested , i , . ^ j i.- »* 

me to give you my recoUection of "^^""^^ b°* ^« foUowed him. * 
the wounding of Gen. Longstreet in G. 8. B. 

*SergoantW.W.Tayleure, in a letter dated in calling for him over the camp I at last 

July 2. 1892, tells the following pathetic in- found him, all ready for the march, but with 

cident about young Wm. F. Pucci : others he was Itneellng on all fours, with his 

*' Just a few days before the spring cam- face in his hands, praying. I did not dis- 

paign opened with this battle, there was turb him, and soon we were on the march, 

quite a religious revival going on in the Shortly afterwards we were engaged with 

camps and many were induced to join the the enemy, and through lire and smolce we 

church. Young Pucci had written home to pushed our way, while the enemy fled, leav- 

his mother asliing her advice upon the sub- ing their dying and dead to the ravages of 

ject. A letter was received by me for him, the flames. Almost the flrst news I re- 

and one to me also, asking me to advise ceived was the death of young Pucci, shot 

him to do so. On the morning of the 6th through the head while pursuing the re- 

of May, when we were ordered to pack up treating Federals." 
and march, I tried to find young Pucci, and 
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ON THE 9th of JUNE. 1864. 



AJN ADDRESS BY COL. FLETCHER H. ARCHER, WHO COMMANDED 
THE RESERVES AND MILITIA IN THAT ENGAGEMENT, DE- 
LIVERED BEFORE A. P. HILL CAMP OF CONFEDERATE 
VETERANS, OF PETERSBURG, VA., ON THE 
EVENING OF THE 6th OF JUNE, 1889. 



GOMBADES : fonned, a party was dispatched to 

There is scarcely a city in this place to make a permanent set- 
Yirginia, and but few within tlement. It is needless to consume 
ike broad limits of our Union, around time in attempting to portray the 
which cluster more historic memo- mutations through which this set- 
lies than around our own fair city of tlement passed, until, after the lapse 
Petersburg. The falls of the Appo- of rather more than a century, it 
nUtox, the chief tributary to the had attained a magnitude sufficient 
Boble stream upon which the first to warrant an application to the 
permanent English settlement was house of burgesses for corporate 
Blade, were relatively of too much privileges. 

importance not to elicit the early Suffice it to say that the toils, the 
attention of those who, looking be- dangers, the privations and hard- 
Tond the palisades of Jamestown, ships, which the settlers were ne- 
aooght other localities where they cessarily compelled to encounter, 
might establish themselves to profit enstamped upon their characters an 
and advantage. Consequently, as individuality and force which, hav- 
aariy as the year 1645, only thirty- ing been transmitted to their de- 
eight years after the arrival of the scendants, have contributed to ren- 
whites in Virginia, as we are in- der them conspicuous in every time 
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upon me, I must crave your indul- the month of July, 1863, which was 

gence while I attempt as briefly and followed by events, whether growing 

simply as I <5in to give you at least »"* ^^ i* ^^ °«t» I a"^ ""^^^e ^ 8ay» 

an outline of what occurred on that *^^* P™^®^ to be of no little im- 

occasion. In order that I may do so Portance. One cahn Sunday after- 

intelligently, permit me to refer to ^^^ during that month, the sabatie 

the pre^iou8 condition of our city in stillness of the day was suddenly 

a militarj' point of view, and to the ^"^^^^ i° "?»«' ^y ^^^ r^^or t^** » 

organization of our local force for g^ui-boat was coming up the river, 

home defense. The most of you are '^^ '^^^^ * general rush to arms 

doubtless aware that from the be- <*" *« P*"^ «^ ^^^ ^'l^o ^^ tJie™» 

ginning of the war to the yeai- of its *"<* **^« t"*'" or three mUitia compa- 

final termination Petereburg remain- ^^ t^e° »" existence were drawn up 

ed in a state of Comparative repose. ^^ ^°e »* ^^^^^ different places of 

No hostile footsteps '■ had ever re- rendezvous; but the rumor pro%i«g, 

sounded upon its streets, and no «<" ^O""^' groundless, they were in 

hostile gun hud everbeen fired with- a 8h*>'t ti™« disniissetl; and the 

in its limits. It is true that the low members returned t» their homes, 

muttering of distant artillery as it This or something else seemed to 

came up the James and Appomattox awaken our authorities to the neoes- 

fromthe field of Big Bethel had sity of vitalizing the meagre material 

caught the eai-s of some of its citi- t^** remained on hand, and prepar- 

zens, and they ha<l listened with ing it in some degree for any emer- 

heightened interest to its louder gency that might arise; consequently, 

booming as it came aeross the conn- »iot long thereafter, all who were 

try telling of the day of Seven Pines subject to militia duty in Petersburg 

and the seven days around Rich- ^^i"® required t» go regularly into 

moud. But as the baffled and de- ca™P- 

feated army of McClellan retired in An encampment was established 
the direction of Washington, and at the head of Washington street. 
General Lee with his victorious forces The companies already organized re- 
moved away l>eyond the Potomac, paired thither. One or two new 
scarcely a vestige of apprehension companies were raised — and the 
remaine<i even in the bosoms of the whole were formed into a battalion — 
most timid, and all ssivethefew who and a commander was elected. This 
took a broad and comprehensive view battalion was notcomposed of militia 
of the situation apparently settled of the line, who were subject to regu- 
down to the conviction that, whatever lar duty, but under the act of as- 
might Ijefall other places, Petersburg sembly of the 7th of March, 1862, 
at least was safe from invasion, consisted of men between the ages of 
There came a very slight ripple in forty-five and fifty -five years, and 
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youthsbetweentlieBgesofsisteeuaud the retention of the secoiid-oUwi lui- 

eighteeii, juid was intended for home litia of certain cities and towns of the 

defense. They were called "second- state, issued an order direeting the 

oliiflB militia "—many of them were eurollnientof all whitemalesbetween 

among onr best dtizcnB. They were the ages of sixteen and fifty -iivo 

laken under the control of the Con- yeais of the towiisand cities specified' 

federate government for the time in said oi-der, not in active serviceof 

being. Instnictora wei-e furnished the Confederate States, and whether 

by fieiieral Jenkins, the Confederate aliens, citizens, detiailed men or 

commander then iuthecity, and they otherwise. This oi-der was issued on 

were drillwt »& if for i-egular sertice, the 5th of April, 1864, and aprinted 

After the lajwe of about a fortnight copy thereof sent to Peterslturg. 

they wer*; permitted to go to their The eommandunt of the luittalion, 

homes, \n\\, lieing still held suliject in pursuance of the order, proceeded 

to C'onfedenite authority, were re- to make the eni-ollmejitaiulobtained 

rjiiired to undergo daily drillijig for the name» of nine himdi-ed and 

a fortnight or moi* longer. They ninety-seven persons of the 4;lusses 

were then discharged and called out indicate*!. Having i-eported his 

no more until the following spring, pi-oceedings to Adjutant-tteneral 

of which J will speak as I proceed. Riehai-dson, while awaiting fiu-ther 

(Jen. Jenkins, having lieen reliev- orders, he learned in a personal in- 

ed shortly (hereafter, left the city terview with the governor and ad- 

with his command. I'do not pro- jut«.nt-geiieral, that after a eonfer- 

pose to follow in regidar order the euee with the secretary of war they, 

train of events that m'curred between found it impracticable to make the 

that time and the month of May, arrangement contemplated except in 

1864, but will say just here that in the single instance of the city of 

the inlit-im the Confederate con- Richmond, They recommcndi-d, 

gtvm, seeing the neiTessity of utitiz- however, that he should see the see- 
ing the whole available material of i-etarj- of war, and furuishi'd him" 

the Confederacy, pjissed an act re- with letters to that officer. Hecall- 

qniilng the organization of a reserve ed on the secretary and pi-escnted ' 

corps, in nhich were to lie embodied the letters. After reswling them, the 

all men between the ages of forty- secretary of war made an eudorsa- 

five and fifty, and youths between tion upon the one from General 

the ages of seventeen and eighteen Eichanlson — \irtiially assenting to 

years. They were to be taken regu- the enroUnieut and organization of 

larly into the Confederate service the force, but requiring it to be 

and Hobject to army regulations, but transferred to the Confederate ser- 

reeerved mainly for borne duty. Tbe vice. Although this was not in 

governor of Virginia, umtemplating keeping with th,e governor's plau. 
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it was determined nevertheless to South Carolina. He did so forth- 
proceed with organizing the regi- with, and had an interview in per- 
ment. Before any definite progress son at Weldon, North Carolina, in 
had been made therein, however, which he laid before him the critical 
events ocenrred, of which I shall state of affairs, the inadequacy of his 
presently make mention. To return force to rei)el an attack, and the 
a little, notwithstanding the quietude pressing necessity of preparing for 
I)ervading the city, and its apparent it. General Beauregard assented to 
exemption from danger during the all this without hesitancy, and prom- 
fall and winter of 1863, there was a ised to reinforce him with all the 
storm brewing, of which our citizens troops he could spare, but owing to 
had not the slightest C/Onception. circumstances beyond the control of 
We are told that as early as Novem- Gren. Beauregard, the reinforcements 
ber, 1863, General Pickett, who was were not sent, and General Pickett 
in command of the department of was thus left in Petersburg with a 
North C-arolina, in which this i)art mere handful of men. About the 
of Virginia was included, with his 1st of May, 1864, General Beaure- 
headquartere at Petersburg, received gard was assigned to the department 
information from his scouts that the of North Carolina, and General 
enemy intended to make an expedi- Pickett was consequently relieved 
tion up James river and against Pe- and ordered to the Army of North- 
tersburg.* This he immediately ern Virginia. On account of sick- 
communicated to the war department ness. General Beauregard did not 
by letter, and begged for a sufficiency come on immediately, but sent on 
of troops to meet such an attack, his chief engineer. Col. D. B. Har- 
He subsequently went to Richmond ris, and his inspector -general, Maj. 
and had a personal interview with Giles B. Cooke, General Pickett be- 
the secretaries of war and navy, in ing still in Petersburg. On the 5th 
which he represented the unprotect- of May the attack, of which he had 
ed condition of his lines. Having so often warned the department, was 
received promises which were not made. 

compliW with, he then wrote to General Butler, with a force of 
Gen. Lee, who was with the Army of about thirty thousand men, corn- 
Northern Virginia, on the Rapidan niene^ his movement against Pfe- 
river, and sent his letter by a special tersburg and Richmond by way of 
courier. General Lee at once re- the peninsula between the James and 
sponded and directed him to com- Appomattox rivers, being intended 
municate with General B^ui^gard, ^ ^^ ^o-operative movement with 
then m command about Charleston, ^ , . « 
Geneml Grant's army moving from 

♦See "Pickett's Men." by Walter Harrl- the Rapidan directly upon Richmond 
son, A. A. and Insp'r Gen'l of Pickett's Dl- ^ ^/ ^,. t^ . . 

viaion, chap, xx, page 121. ftom the north. Bringing up his 
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main force in transports under the twelve pieces in all — wa« placed in 

protection of a large fleet of gun- the works. The fore^ on Black water 
boats, he eflfected without opposition was ordered back immediately, and 
a landing and debarkation at ( -ity (^aptain Harrison has been pleased 
Point and Bermuda Hundreds, while to remark: ''The citizens and militia 
a division of his cavalry moved from were trotted out in the direction of 
SoflTolk directly towards Petersburg the enemy at least." Permit me to 
and the lines on Black water. Thus, say here, parenthetically, that the 
as had long been anticipated by little band that stood in the Ther- 
General Pickett, our city wasc^ught mopylae, at Rives' farm, on the 9th 
in a condition at once criticral and of June, 18f>4, can afford to smile 
almost defenseless, and might, ac- at this estimate of their worth 
cording to all human calculation, on the part of the gallant cap- 
have been speedily captured, had the tain. Thus, with a regular force of 
Federal commander been possessed about six hundred men, and a local 
of sufficient energy and foresight, force of five or six hundred more, 
This you will readily see when I tell General Pickett occupied our lines, 
you of the force Gen. Pickett had in confronting Butler's thousands. 
hand, according to the statement of Providentially, they made no at- 
Captain Harrison, his adjutant and tack upon us on that day. On the next 
inspector -general. He had, all told, day, the 6th, a portion of Haygood's 
at Petersburg, one regiment of in- South ('arolina brigade arrived and 
fantry of Clingman's North C-arolina were sent across the river to Port Wal - 
brigade and a few pieces of artillery, thall Junction where they met But- 
On the Blackwater line there was a ler's advance column, and after a 
portion of Clingman's brigade, the sharp skirmish prevented their 
2dth regiment of Virginia infantry, breaking the railroad connec*tion l)e- 
one battery of artillery and a few tween Petei-sburg and liichmond. 
cavalry, and that was all. Not- The cavalry division referred to, 
withstanding General Pickett had which was under the command ol' 
l>een relieved and might,, strictly General AugiLst V. Kautz, moved 
speaking, have considered himself around in therearof and to th^ south 
not in command, yet under the cir- of Petei-sburg, attempting to inter- 
cumstances he could not think of cept Beauregard's troops on the Pe- 
leaving until the arrival of General tei-sbiug and Koanoke railroad as 
Beaor^ard, and conseciuentJy pro- they came in from Weldon, but 
eeeded at once to make Jis available a though caasing some delay, the ef- 
disposition of the little force as pnic- fort proveil abortive. On the fol- 
ticable. The infantry regiment was lowing day, the 7th, a portion of 
moved out on the ('ity Point road to Wise's Virginia brigade arriviHland 
the front. The artillery — about was sent out on the lines in the direc- 
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lion of (Uly Point, and thereafter, as where it remained for the time being 

additional troops moved in, matters stationary. Meanwhile Gren. Kem- 

bi^m to assume a decidedly more per, who was at the head of the re- 
favorable aspe<5t in r^ard to a sue- serve forces in the state, dispatched 
cessful defense. It is not within the Col. Robert Johnson from Richmond 
purview of my present undertaking to organize companies of reserves out 
to speak farther of the arrival of of such of the militia as were subject 
Bi^iuregard's troops and the disposi- to that duty, and there, without 
tion made 6i' them, but must ask mo\ing from the lines, four compa- 
your attention mainly to the move- nies wei'e culled out, organized into 
ments of our lowil force. As I men- reserve companies and retained for 
tioned, on the 5th of May, we put service. This left only two oomx^a- 
into the trenches live or six hundred uies of second-class militia, one of 
men. In a day or two companies of which, C/ompany A, Captain O. H. 
reserves from the adjoining counties Hobson, had been previously sta- 
came in, so that in a short time we tioned at Butterworth's bridge and 
had about one thousand men on duty there continued; the other, Company 
in the lines — I^rince (ieorge, Dinwid- B, Captain James E. Wolff, remain- 
die, Chesterfield, Amelia and Not- ed with the reserves at Rives' farm, 
toway, all sent in their quotas and For upwards of thirty daysthislocal 
they were pr(»perly assigned. As force had continuously remained 
General Butl(»r in his initiative upon the lines, employed in drilling, 
movements, however, confined him- guard duty, and such other duties 
self almost entirely to the north side as are incident to camp life. Once 
of ApiX)mattox river, it was not very during the time they had been visit- 
long before it was deemed unnecessji- ed by old General Wise, to whom 
ry to hold so large a lx)dy of locid had been assigned the command of 
troops together, and(tonse(iuently all Petei*sbiug and the lines around it, 
except the battalion of second class and had been given a specimen of 
militia, the Prince George company his characteristic brusqucness. It 
and one or two companies of detailed was on this wise : Riding up to the 
men, Were gradually relieved and camp, he enquired for the command- 
sent away. The point at which our ing ofhcer, who happened to be in 
local force first occupied the trenchers the city at the time on legitimate 
was at Jordan's farm, near the City business. He was told by Adjutant 
Point road. After its reduction it Guy il. Johnson that the command - 
was moved several miles to the right ant had gone to Petersburg. **Yes,'- 
to Dunn- s farm; then still further on responded he, ^^and if the enemy 
to Rives' farm, at the Jerusalem were to come, you would all be there 
plank road, then back to Dunn's in less time than it would take a 
farm, thence again to Rives' farm, cannon ball to i^each there." Of 
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course, the geiitlemeu to whom and was over, the gi-ay-haireil soldier hjuI 

of whom he was speaking, who were the slender, bnt manly, stripling re- 
his peers in every sense of the word paire<l to their tents, and, stretching 
save the stai*s upon his collar, made themselves upon their pallets or im- 
no reply; but in a very short time provised IkhIs, slept as soundly as 
thereafter, as you will find in the though under the protecting roofs of 
sequel, they triumphantly vindicatcHl their own loved domiciLs. The sen- 
themselves, and gave occasion to the try on his lonely beat plodded his 
old man to virtually ta;ke back every weary way with listless' tread, or 
vituperative woi-d he had uttered. musingly watchtnl the waning stai-s 
But to resume: As I said, they jis they slowly descendeil toward the 
had remained upon the lines for kindling portals of the coming morn, 
more than thirty days, luitil in fact nor gave a passing thought into thii 
the situation had assumed the mo- possibilities of what the morrow held 
notonous, and to some the wearisome in store for him. And when the 
appeai*anceofundisturl>ed camp life, morning came (the morning of the 
It is true they heard the oft-repeated IHh of June) it o|>ened with a presage 
roar of the conflict on the other side jus bright and fair as th(» days which 
of the river, and had rejoiceil in the had prece<led it. From reveille to 
successes w^hich had generally at breakfast call, from breakfast c^U to 
tended the Confederate cause, but guard mounting, from guard mount - 
they had seen no sign of an advance ing on to near the hour for diill, th(» 
ujwn our own immediate lines nor ordinary routine remaineil intact; 
heard it authentically intimated that nor had the slightest incident occur- 
there was likelv to be such at anv red to indicate that it would be 
given period. Indeed, soc^ilmly had otherwise for many days to come. 
the hours of relaxation from duty But just then a courier emerged from 
sped on from day to day that appre- the wooils beyond the camp and 
hension had relapse<l into repose; oxK*n field in front. He was mount - 
and even the most (^utioushad well tnl upon a black horse, fit color for 
nigh surrendered the thought that the mission he was upon. Winding 
there was the slightest possibility of the path that led up fiom Ik^Iow, he 
an early attack. Thus it wasim the shapiMl his coui*se at once for head- 
evening of the 8th of June, 18H4. (luarters. The commandant, seeing 
The sun sent forth his parting rays him approach, stood out in front of 
and sank back to rest as quietly as a his tent. Riding up and dropping 
gentle babe relaxingly yields to the the bridle upon the nwk of his 
impress of its mother's loving bosom hoi'se, he drew from his breast a ])a- 
and soothing lullaby. As the deep- paper and presenteil it; then, turning 
ening sha^les of night moved on, and and retracing his steps, he s<M)n dis- 
the tattoo was beat and the roll call ap^Knired from view. 
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The paper proved to be a commu- And what a line it was! In number 
iiication from Colonel Harrison, in scarcely more than sufficient to eon- 
command of a regiment several miles stitute a single company — what with 
below, or nearer the river (my ini- details on account of special service, 
pression is that it was the Forty -sixth and for guard duty in the city, there 
regiment of Virginia volunteers), was but a handful of them left. In 
informing the commandant of the dress nothing to distinguish them in 
approach of the enemy and warning appeai'ance from citizens pursuing 
him to prepare for an atta<?k. Al- the ordinary avocations of life. In 
ready Cleneral Gilmore, who had age many of them with heads silver- 
crossed the Apjmmattox river the ed o'er with the frosts of advancing 
night previous, with a well e<i nipped ye^rs, while others could scarcely 
force of five or six thousand men, boast of the down upon the cheek — 
had made a demonstration upon the indicative of the earliest approach to 
lower portion of our lines, either with manhood. Inarms and accoutre- 
a view to their capture, or of with- ments such as an impoverished gov- 
drawing attention from the real point ernment could afford them, but by 
of attack at the Jerusalem plank- no means ade<]uate to the exigencies 
road. Toward this point General of the service in which they were 
Kautz, with his mounted brigade, engaged. • But there was that in the 
estimated at from eighteen hundred* situation and circumstances which 
to two thousand men, with two lifted them al)ove the ordinary rules 
pieces of artillery, was making his of military criticism. They stood 
way. Ofciourse, upon recx^ipt of not there sis mercenaries, who, hav- 
Golonel Harrison's note, the com- ing enlisted on acxiount of the profit 
mandant proceeded at once to pre- it would afford them, required the 
pare for the emergency. He direc^t- rules of art to guide and the strong 
ed Adjutant Johnson to order the hand of discipline to impel them to 
long roll, and to cause the companies duty — nor as devotees of ambition, 
to be formed as soon sis practicable, with no higher incentive to action 
This was done without cx)nfusion or than to gain the admiration of the 
delay. The men, as soon as they giddy throng, or to have their names 
heard the signal, ha,stened to their enrolled upon the delusive page of 
quarters, put on their a(*coutrements history. But they stood as a band 
and fell into their accustomed of patriots, whose rights had l)een 
places. assailed, whose homes were invaded. 

The companies were then marched whose property was imperilled, and, 
out and formed into line, where they **^>«^'<^ '^^^h ^^'l^ose loved ones were in 
were siu-veyed by their commander. ^Jiuger of falling into the hands of an 

: untried foe. 

* General Kautz, in his official report, . r i - 

says about 1,800. vv hat boots it, then, that they 
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were few in nuinberst What mat- purpose, but witl^ a due scuse of ths 
lerfi it tliat they were not attired iu gravity of thesitnationtheymai' 
gaudy uniforniB, that their ageswere away t« their positiuus in 
not awarding to the standard, and trenches with the firm and steiuly 
their arms aud accoiitrementH Iwre tread of men who uiiderst^Mxl their 
not the imi)re«s of the newest put- duty and determined to .p«?rfonu ife 
teni t Did anj- of these make them to the utmost. 

cjuail I Was there a timorouR ap- In order that you may imdei-stiiiu 
prehension for their own lives aud the position oeeupied by thene men 
personst Did they seek toavoidthe you will pennitniehnelly t^Mletteribe 
issue so rapidly and inevitably ap- it. The most of you nrv doubtlew 
proiiehingT Xo, no, emphatieally aware that the defenses around Pe* 
no. I have seen men quail under tersburg, Iwfore the arrival of Uen. 
the iippreheusion of danger. I have Lee, voDsi8te<l of a lowlineof linsist- 
heird them whimper and known works, extending in a semi cireiilar 
thvni bi> tremble when ealle^l out \fy form from a point on the Apptmiat- 
tlie ruU of IJie drum to meet an nn- tox Itolow the eity to a point ai)ov6. 
seen foe, but it was not »o with that Along this line at due intenals were 
sturdy little band on that bright batteritw fm' the i-et^ption of artille- 
June nioi-ning. As they sUiod thcit- ry. Hen? and there in the rejir wa( 
HOd by ea«(ting their eyee over to- a lunette. The Initteries were all 
ward the eity wmld almost wvteh the nnml>ei-c<l hum No. 1 on the east, 
shimmering snut>eams ascending conws'utively on. The linewastheti 
from the rextfs uftheir own dwell- iutei-xeetwl at right angles by the 
ingB, and eould, iu imagination, hear dilt'erent rosuls rmniing intothettity. 
tih« voiei-s of the gentle inmate who, On the Jerusiilf-m plank road, in the 
assembleil in family gi-oups, spoke of county of Piin<« George, at the dis- 
thcir hopes and fturs for the dear tanee of alKuit one and a half or two 
ones whose lives were held in .jeop- miles, was the farm of the llou, 
Mtly for them, there was no room Timothy Kivtw. It whh at thisfaiin 
for cowardly misgivings and no time that the plank rottd intei'8ecle4l the 
for eouside rat ions of personal safety, liue of bre-ast-works. At this inter- 
Oil the otiier band, when they were section was Itattery No, 2M, Tiniiie- 
wJdreMBed by their emninauder in a diately iu front of the Uives houBO 
few wonis of encouragement aud ad- was a lunette, while on the right of 
muoitiun, urging them never to yield, the road, twuorthre*^ hundred yards 
battostajtd up to the end iu defense farther on, was Hatlery 
of their homes and tiri^ttides, there Dia^nally in ailvanee of the latt«r 
wan no unreliable demonstration of battery was an earth-work, kiiowa 
(mtfaiuiasm, nor was there any loud sulj&e^tuenttyasF'ortAlalione. <\>in- 
aitd iMHtstful assevemtioii of their mendngat 
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left of the nwwl, whi(^h watt occupied no available assistance within several 
by Captain James E. Wolff's second- miles on the left, they could see no 
class militia, the remaining compa- other alternative than to bear the 
ni<*s, all re^serves, were placed in line 'brunt alone of what was to follow. 
about a.s follows: Captain R. F. Meanwhile, General Kautz had 
.larviS' company (Junior Reserves) arrived and taken up his position in 
imnuHliatclyon the right of the road; our front, but his forces being oon- 
(^aptain Peter 1). Hare's company e^led by a body of woods, we could 
(Prince George Reserves), that day form no conception of his plan of at- 
under the command of Lieutenant tack. It was but a short time, how - 
lii»rthier Hotl, next on the right of ever, before it was developed. Sud- 
R.F.Jarvis' company; (^aptainPey- denly there came thundering down 
ton Alfriend's company next on the road at a tremendous pace a body 
right of Captain Peter D. Hare; of cavalry, making directly for the 
then (^aptain Joseph A. Rogers' opening in the line which had been 
company, and finally, on the ex- barricaded. The first impulse was 
treme right, Captain William H. to fire upon them as soon as they got 
Jarvis' company. I may not be rigid- within range of our musketry, but 
ly exact as to the positicm of some of this was immediately checked, and 
these companie*^, but that is as near the men were directed to hold on 
as I c^m now recall them, and near until they got stiU nearer. It was 
enough for all practical purposes, the work of a moment. Close up 
These companies, if they had been they came, and then a volley was 
full, would have numl>ered four or t\\e poured in upon them, which checked 
hundred men, but, asthey were, they them at onc^ and caused them to 
numbered, all told, about one hun- reel. Down came the foremost one, 
(Ired and twenty-five. After the hoi-se and rider, into the dust within 
companies had taken their positions a few yai-ds of the opening. Off gal- 
the opening at the road was effectu- loped another at a tangent parallel 
ally barricaded by means of a wagon with our lines and was captured. 
a nd some fence rails. Down came one or two others wound- 

A detail was made and a line of ed, while thebalance turned and fled 
skirmishei-s was sent to the front, as rapidly as they coidd get away. 
and then all we had to do was to This episode created an immense de- 
wait — to wait and depend upon a grcH^ of excitement among officers and 
kind Pro vidcjice for support and men , and rendered them still more 
prot^H'tion. Occupying, as the com- determiniKl to hold their i>osition at 
mand did, an isolated position, with whatever hazard. A brief ceesation 
but one (»ompany on the left between in the attack then ensued, during 
it and the river, Captain Hobson's which General Colston arrived, and 
company of s(H-ond-<*lass militia, and shortly thereafter a detiu^hment fi'om 



THE DEFENSE OF FEfERSBURO. \V^ 



Sturdivant's battery, numbering five himself in watching the progress of 
or six men, in charge of a sergeant, the fight. Having stood this for 
bringing with them one piece of ar- some time, he finally determined to 
tillery. This was all the assistance dislodge them, if passible. (Joingto 
receiveil during the engagement, the sergeant in charge of the piece 
The piece of artillery was placed in of artillery, he directed him to shell 
the battery on the left, and ('aptain that honse. The sergeant replied, 
Wm. H. Jarvis' company moved ^'I have no shells, sir." **What 
farther down the line to its support, have yon, then !" inquired the (^oni- 
while the lunette in front of the Kives mander. '^I have nothing but round 
house was manned by a detachment shot," was the sergeant's reply, 
from Captain Wolff's company under This was quite unfortunate, as with 
the command of Lieutenant George a gwyii supply of shells and grape 
V.Scott. With this slight addition shot the fire of the artillery might 
and alteration, the command again have been rendere^l much more efftn*- 
awaited the attack. This was begun tive. In speaking of this, hoMcver, 
by the artillery, Kautz opening with I do not mean to de<M*y the seivice.s 
his two pieces*, which were replieil of the artillery on this occiusion. 
to by our one. They were, indeed, most valuable, 

General Kautz, finding, no doubt, and the sergeant and his litth* s<|uad 
that he had met with an opposition performed their duty with a heioisin 
more formidable than he had antici- I have never seen snrpassiMl. Two 
patedy dismounted a portion of his of them Mere shot down by tin* side 
men and sent them forward as a line of their gun, and none of \\w\\\ left 
of skirmishers, while another por- it until CM^nnpelltHl by inevitable ne- 
tion, still mounted, made their ap- cessity to do so. 
pearance on our right. Theadvanc- Seeing the impossibility of hohling 
ing line of skirmishers was warmly tjie lines without reinforcements, it 
received by our men, who kept up a ^^s determineil, upon a consulUition 
continuousfire upon them, and the y^etween General (\)lston and the 
mounted column wa« fired upon by commandant, to de.spatch a mcssjige 
oor artillery. As the contest in- t*) General Wise, stating the absolute 
creased in warmth, a party of sharp- nec^n^sity of jissistance, and re<iuest- 
shooters from the enemy took pos- ing it to be sent at once. Lientenant 
session of a dwelling in our front Wales Hurt, a gallant yonng ofticer 
owned and occupied by Mr. Wm. A. of Captain Richard F. Jarvis' Junior 
Gr^:ory, and, gaining an elevated Reserves, was selected to bear the 
position, opened a sharp and dan- message. Mounting General (\)1- 
geroos fire upon the commandant of Eton's mare, which was very readily 
OUT lines, ae he necessarily exposed furnished by the general, he started 

♦Subsequently repoi-ted as four pieces olf n|)on his j>erilous expeilition. It 
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was the last that they ever saw of in close proximity to Scott's detach- 

him alive. The time and manner of ment in the lunette, they ox)ened a 
his death have been stated, but I deadly fire ui>on his rear, while 
have never yet met with any member facing the original line of attack. 
of the command who could give me Soon the work of slaughter com- 
an authentic ac<K>unt of it. The menced, and the men b^an to fall, 
general recovered his mare uninjur- without any hox)e of relief. An ef- 
ed. I may not be able, after the fort was made to withdraw Captain 
lapse of a quarter of a century, to Alfriend's company and place them 
give all the incidents fieriatim as they in a position to meet the flanking 
occurred, but will mention them as party, but it was found imiK)68ible 
they arise in my memory. As one to do so in regular order. Greueral 
of the pieces of Kautz' artillery held Colston, seeing the desperate condi- 
a position near our line and was con- tion of afifairs, then suggested to the 
tinually playing upon it, an inchoate commandant that he had better take 
thought presented itself to the mind care of his men, and left the lines. 
of the commandant, that with a de- The commandant, giving direction 
termined force it might be easily to the remaining companies to retire, 
captured. Going up to Captain which was done by the left flank, 
Wolff, whose company he had occa- proceeded to the battery occupied by 
sion to \isit, in order to direct an Sturdivant's gun. This he attempt- 
increase of Lieutenant Scott's force ed to have removed, but while the 
in the lunette at the Rives house, he men at the gun were endeavoring to 
inquireii of the captain how he would limber up, the enemy within our 
like to charge that battery. The lines were firing upon them at far 
captain's reply was, ''We have no less than point blank range. One 
bayonets," to which the comman- of them was shot and fell in the pit 
dant respondeil, ''I do not intend to while handling the gun carriage. 
order the charge, but my order is This was the last effort, and the gun 
that you increase Lieutenant Scott's was left. Striking through the 
forc« at the lunette," which was woods and passing in rear of the 
done. Meanwhile the Federal com- Ragland house, a portion of the 
mander, keeping our men fully em- command scatteringly collected on 
ployed by his attack on our front, the Heights \iithin the city limits, 
dispatcheil a competent force to turn Meanwhile General Kautz, finding 
our left fiauk, which force, crossing the obstructions in his immediate 
our works at a point where, from front removed, moved his command 
paiu»ity of niuubei-s, it was inipossi- forM^rd in two divisions, the main 
ble to have a single man stationed, portion taking a direction to the city 
obtaineil easy ac'ccvss to our rear, by way of Xew Road, which leads 
Taking [MKssi»ssion of the Rivers house by the water- works — the other turn- 
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ing to the right and passing on to- own. But it was not done without 

ward Blandford. The first division an extraordinary sacrifice of life and 
reached the creek that forms the blood. Nine of our little force were 
dividing line between the city and killed outright, four were mortally 
Prince George county, when sudden- wounded, and eighteen wounded, 
ly Captain Edward Graham, who had Permit me to name them: Killed — 
hastened toward the scene of the Lieutenant Wales Hurt, aged 18 
conflict with his battery, unlimbered years; Prof. Godfrey Staubley, pro- 
on the Heights and opened upon the fessor of French at the Petersburg Fe- 
advancing column a fire with shells, male College, fonnerly of Eandolph 
This brought them to a halt. Short- Macon College; John E. Friend, Wm. 
ly thereafter Bearing, with his cav- C. Banister, George B. Jones, John 
airy, arrived. Dismounting his Crowder,G^orgeE. Conway of Prince 
men, he caused them to advance on George, William Daniel of Prince 
foot. As they descended the hill in George, and E. P. Brown, of Sturdi- 
the direction of the enemy, the lat- vant's battery. Mortally wounded — 
ter, seeing their approach and re- Adjutant Guy G. Johnson, Henry 
eeiving a fire from their carbines, A. Blanks, Dr. William Bellingham, 
turned and retreated forthwith. The dentist, and W. H.Hardee. Wound- 
other column moving in the direction ed — William F. Johnson of Albe- 
ofBlandfordwasmetby Sturdivant's marie, Sturdivant's battery, in the 
battery, and perhaps other troops, head, supposed mortally; Lieutenaut 
and driven back. So precipitate wjis George V. Scott, severely in the i\u*e 
Kautz' retreat that he left behind and leg; William E. Harwood, the 
one piece of his artillery, which was present Dr. Harwood, then a youth, 
captured. In the meantime, the lost his arm; William Meunly, se- 
remnant of our little command was verely shot in three places; Lieu ten - 
reformed by the commandant, and ant A. C. Harrison, Robert A. Mar- 
pursuant to an order from an ofticer tin, William T. McCandlish, in the 
who had arrived with a body of hand and taken prisoner; Richard 
mounted men, whose name is not A. Harrison, Samuel Hall, severely 
now positively recollected, was in the thigh; Xorborne T. Page, 
marched back to the lines, but find- Joseph I). Cooper, wouikUhI and 
ing the enemy had retreated, it re- taken prisoner; Richard 'M, ('ary, 
turned to the Heights and there biv- severely in two phices; C. L. Bart- 
onacked for the night. Thus was lett, severely in three pla(»es; A. S. 
our city Pro\identially preserved Shafler, Xathan B. Pritchard, Wm. 
from falling into the hands of a man (iriflith, of Prince George, severely 
who, from his treatment to our fair in both thighs; Richard lijigby, and 
country women at Xew Orleans, gave James Cain, of Prince GcHnge. 
just caus«* for appreh(»nsion to our Besid(*s the kilknl and woiiiid«*d. 
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twenty-eight or thirty were taken tery 29, a distauce of nearly six 
priwmers, including Captains Wolff miles. Hood'sand Battels battalions, 
* ,.^. , T ' 4^ur. r^^r.^ the 46th r^riment \irginia \ olun- 

and Alfnend, reducing the force ^^^ and one company, Captain 

alxmt one half * Wood's, Company F, of the 23nl 

The command having returned to South Carolina, with Stui-divant's 
its original position on the lines, was battery and a few guns in position, 
iii a few davs thereafter vi8ite<l by and Talliaferro's c^vaby, kept them 
, . * , , • ^1 at bay and punished them severely 

(ienei-al Ik.iuregard, who enquired ^^^^^^^^ ^^^ the Jerusaleni 

of the commandant as to the manner piaukroad in front of Battery 29, 
of the defense. This was told him, defended by Major Archer's coi-ps 
when he replied: '^You have done of reserves and second-class militia, 
well, sir: we cannot always be sue- and by onepieceof Sturdivant'slmt- 

; , ' , ,;: ^ ^ ,, ,, terv, a howitzer, under the temi)ora- 

cessful, but you have done well." ^.y ^^ommand of Brigadier-Geieral 
(icMieral Wise issued an order which c^igton. Thus, with overwhelming 
I prefer to gi\'e entire, and which is uumbei-s, they were twice repulsed, 
}w follows: and succeeded only at last in pene- 

_ trating a gap in the lines and in 

^'HEPT LSEOFTHE ENEMY AT flanking a mere handful of citizen 

PETEK8BT ■ KG . soldiei-s, who stood lirndy and fought 

^^(X)X(;katui.at()KV okders. bravely bs veterans, until ordere*! to 
,,,r- ^ njr T^ A fallback. Alas, some of the noblest 

-IIDQKS. 1>.T MILITARY DrSTUICT, ^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^.^^ ^^^.^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ 

-l)KI>l^No.(.A^I)b(|.\A > ground and their front to the foe, 

June iwtn, i«b4. j eonsecrating with their blood thesoil 

»<Vir. To the troops of my com- of the homes they defended. Their 
mand for the defense of Petersbiu-g, immediate commanders have report- 
cm the south side of the Appomattox, ed the heroism of them all, the liv- 
on the 9th instant, I have, with the ing and the dead, and now with pride 
approval and under the instructions and gi'atitude I announce that Beau- 
of the commanding general, to offer regard himself has thanked Archer 
my grateful acknowledgments for and his comrades on the very spot of 
their gallant conduct and my con- their devotion. If they lost, killed, 
gratulations upon their suceessful re- wounded and missing, sixty -five out 
pulse of the enemy. of less than one hundred and fifty 

* ^Approaching with nine regiments men, they spent their blood dearly to 

of infiintry and cavalry, and at least the enemy. If Sturdivant's batter\' 

four pieces of artillery, they searched lost one gun, a better was captured 

our lines from Battery No. 1 to Bat- and another disabled — ^and if they 



*Thft following is a complete list of the Emory, Frank Mattox, William Lecture, 

captured : William Mann, Rev. William A. Hall;(Wa8h. 

Captain James E. Wolff, Captain Peyton injjjton Artillery — escaped). Rev. John A. 
Alfriend, Lieutenant Berthier Bott, Lieu- Jefferson, Hon. A. M. Keiley, William Crow- 
tenant Thomas Chalkley, James Boisseau, der (died in prison), R. H. Daniel (died in 
Prof. Thomas D. Davidson, John Davidson, Baltimore), J. L. Evans, T. W. Clements, 
John B. Stevens, Robert McCandlish, T. J. Joseph R. Johnson, Wm. C. Lumsden, Jas. 
McCaleb, George Cameron, B. T. Archer, Smith, Samuel H. Jones, E. A. Broadnax. 
Alexander Vaughan, Joseph L. Peebles, Jos- Peyton Fuqua, Warren Russell, J. N. Roper, 
eph D. Cooper, James R. McCann, John L. John E. Smith, 
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lofit half a mile of ground, they gain- walls, on her inner lines, at hor 
«! a half hour of time, and saved ex)rporation bounds, on every street 
their beloved city by holding on long and around every temple of (rod and 
enough for Sturdivant's and Gra- altar of man, in every heart, until 
ham's and Young's batteries. Dear- the blood of that heart is spilt, 
ing's cavalry and the 46th Virginia Boused by this spirit to this pitch of 
infantry, with Wood's South Caro- resolution, we will tight the enemy 
Hna company, a company of conva- at eveiy step, and Petersburg is sjife. 
lesoents, and a company of i)€nitents, [Signed] ^'Hknkv A. Wish, 
to drive back the insolent foe from ^^Brig. (Jen. 

approaches which their footsteps for * 'Official: 
the first time polluted. With the ''J. IT. Pearve, A. A. Gen." 

help of God, it will be the last time. 

With such troops as all have proven nm?i^r> A 

themselves, commanders may well AUDb^DA. 

give assurance with confidence to the The foregoing exhaustive and au- 
people of Petersburg. A people who thoritative account of the memora- 
can thus fight for their altars miist tie action of the 9th of June, 1804, 

ilrv ± wh?rinL^Ztr^^^^^^ &i^«^ ^y that stauuch old soldier, 
every arm which can be outstretched ^,-c,li ttai_ j.t^ 

for their defense. Comrades, their ^^^. J^letcher H. Archer, of Peters- 
wives and daughters are daily and burg, Va., who, as major, command- 
hourly nursing our sick and wound- ed the old and young citizen sol- 
ed; they wipe the hot brow, cool the diers of Petersburg and Prince 
fevered lips, and tenderly nourish q^ j^ ^^eir famous encounter 

and comfort the suiiering soldiers in -it Ii t:^ j i i i.i_ t 

. , . , . . 1 rm. 1 with the r ederal cavalrv, on the Je- 

their hospitals. The angel nurses **'"»'"'' x^vi^xoi v.^»cwij, v^u bxic? <io 

and the stricken patients of the pti- nisalem plank road, near the Rives 
triotic phice shall not fall into the and Gregory houses, might be left 
handsof ruffian invaders. lt« very without an ac1den<him,so complete 
militia has set an example which in- ig it, but for the interest which is 
spir^ the confidence that Petersburg felt in aU the details of that excep- 
18 indomitable, and which consoles . . , i*. . tj. r v \ 

and compensates for every drop of ^^^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^ *^*» b®«^ »^^^^^- 
blood which has been spilt at Notto- mgly deemed proper to make some 
way, at Walthall Junction, and at additions to Col. Archer's interest- 
Drewry's BluiF and Hewlett's Xeck ing narrative. 
for the defense of the old ('oekade pi^gt in order should come the 

^ " following official report of the ac- 

"Let the reserves and second-cla^s tion made by Brigadier-General 
militia of the surroumUng counties ^^i^^^^ e. Colston the day after 
now come m promptly, one and all, ., , "^ .. . ^ , „.. "^ 

and emulate this bright and success- ^^« b^*"« *^ CJeneral TV ise : 
ful example; let it hotly hiss to bloofl- "Petersburg, \ 

red shame the laggards and skulkers June 10, 1869. j 

from the streets and alleys of the "I have the honor to submit the 
city to the lines, and let it proclaim following report of the affair of yes- 
alood that Petersburg is to be and terday : 
shall be defended — on her out<»r **I reported for orders to (lencral 
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Wise about 9:30 A. M., and he or- the enemy, but at the same time 
dered me to take position at Lu- the enemy began deploying and 
nette No. 16, and hold that position, extending on our left. IHieir total 
I repaired to that point and remain- force in view was at least 1,000 men. 
ed there until 11 o'clock A. M. At Our entire force, composed alto- 
that time a courier reported to me gether of militia, was only about 
that the enemy were advancing u^on 170 men — less than 150 in line. On 
the Jerusalem road, and threatening our left was a gap of 1 mile be- 
Major Archer's position. I started tween us and the next support. On 
immediately to that point, leaving our right were no supports at all for 
orders to my aide^e-camp, Tosh,* a distance of 4 miles to the river, 
to remain at Lunette No. 16 and The militia and the howitzer re- 
receive any orders that might come, mained at their post with great g^- 
Before I reached Major Archer's Ian try in spite of the galling fire of 
position at Lunettes Nos. 27 and the enemy, who were completely 
28, 1 heard the firing of musketry protected by Mr. Gregory's dwell- 
at Archer's position. I immediately ing-house and out-buildings and 
ordered a 12-pounder howitzer to fence, and the exceedingly defective 
repair to Lunettes 27 and 28, at the location and construction of our 
intersection of the Jerusalem road breast-works, which permitted the 
and the intrenchments. When I enemy to come up within* fifty yards, 
reached that point I found that Ma- completely sheltered and unseen, 
jor Archer's front had repelled a "For two hours the militia under 
charge of cavalry of the enemy on Major Archer maintained their po- 
the Jerusalem road. Shortly after- sition against overwhelming odds 
ward the enemy advanced again, until being flanked on the ri^ht and 
and formed a line of dismounted left, and the enemy occupying Lu- 
cavalry in front of Lunette 27, keep- nette No. 26 in their rear, it became 
ing also a line of mounted men back impossible to hold the position any 
of Gregory's house. They advanc- longer, and the order to retreat was 
ed toward our intrenchments and given. The militia then retreated 
began deploying to the right. About to the city, and took position on the 
that time the 12-pounder howitzer heights, at the head of Sycamore 
came up and I placed it in position, street and by the water-works, 
but, to my extreme mortification, "I wish to bear full and explicit 
found that we had not a single round testimony to the steadiness and gal- 
of canister. Just when the enemy lantry of the citizen soldiers who 
were within easy canister range I composed Major Archer's command, 
ordered the gunner to open fire up- They stood to the breast-works like 
on them with shell, which was done veterans, and did not fall back until 
with some execution. The enemy ordered to do so, when they were 
soon began replying with four pieces surrounded on three sides, and al- 
of artillery. The militia under Ma- most entirely cut off. Knowing how 
jor Archer stood their ground with important it was to hold the posi- 
great steadiness. The enemy then tion to the last minute, and expect- 
began to spread out on our right ing reinforcements every moment, 
and left. I directed Major Archer I delayed giving the order to retreat 
to spread his men out toward the until it was evident that a minute or 
right or front if possible, and check two longer would have rendered in- 

evitable the capture or death of 

*capt. Jas. T. Tosh, of Peiersi)urg, Va. eveiy man iu the brcast-works. 
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iQ saJvatioD of the city of Pe- command, which should have pre- 
_irf is nndoubtedty due in the ceded the cavalry, was delayed, and 

place to the brave militia of a portion of the cavalry also, iu con- 

the city ; for, had they retreated five sequence, did not get acrosB the Ap- 
or ten minutes sooner, the artillery, pomattox river until dayUght. The 
which waR the first to check the cavalry then took the advance, 
enemy's advance, instead of meet- marching south to the City Point 
intr them at the heights, on the road, where we captured 3 of 
aonth side of the city, would have the enemy's pickets, about ten milea 
be«;n intercepted before they could out from their intrenchments. The 
have crossed the bridge, and the march was continued on roails near- 
ci^ would probably have remained ly parallel to the enemy's works to 
in the enemy's hands. Major Ar- the Jordan's Point, Prince Georpe, 
cJier's personal conduct was worthy and Norfolk and Petersburg roads, 
of all praise, as was that of his com- Near the Prince George road wa 
mand, whose severe losses will bear were delayed in driving Colonel 
fall testimony to their gallantry. Taliaferro's (Sixty-second Georgia 
"I would respectfully suggest that C!avalry ) [Seventh Confederate Cav- 
Mr, Gregory's house and out-build airy] regiment out of their camp 
ings be burned forthwith, They near their intrenchments, as skir- 
afford complete shelter to the ene- mishers of his command were annoy- 
my, who placed their sharpahooters ing the column. This regiment was 
in them, and in case of another al^ reported by several prisoners that 
tack they will cause the loss of many we captured to be between 300 and 
more lives. 400 strong. The march was contin- 

"I am, sir, very respectfully, ued to tho Jerusalem plank road, 

"Your obedient servant, which we struck at a point about four 

"R E Colston n»ilea trom the intrenchments. The 

.in ■ 1- ,-. ' 1 circuit proved greater than I exnect- 
^^ ,". ■ ed. and we did not reach the enemy's 

"Capt. Jhtrie. A. A. Geu'l," lines until midday, marching con- 

Col. Archer sUtes that he made a tiuuously, as we were meeting the 
report of the engagement, but it f^'^'^lf pickets on every road, and 
, "^ . .> , 'bey all retreated to a common cen- 

dooa not appear among the reports tre, except four or five tliat we cap- 
published iu the Rebellion Record tured. The enemy had the advan- 
from which the foregoing report of tage of knowing our movements. On 
Gouoral Colston is taken. reaching the enemy's lines it was 

G». K™.., i„ bi.r.port.ac,e„„ ^^ X Z^Lt^'^'l^^t 
the lUh of June, 18G4, says : 200 strong, with one piece of artil 

"Ik obedience to instructions pre- lery. The First District of Columbia 
viously received, the command, con- Cavalry were dismounted and de 
sisting of portions of the Eleventh ployed as skirmishers, with a por- 
and Fifth Pennsylvania, and First tion of the Eleventh Pennsylvania 
District of Columbia Cavalry, and Cavalry on the right of the road, 
a section of the Eighth New York The Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry 
Battery, about 1,300 men in all, com- (mounted) moved forward in line on 
menoed moving from camp between the works on the left to the intrench- 
11 and 12 o'clock the night previous, meets, where they dismounted and 
The iofantry of General Gilmore's fired from the parapet. In about an 
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hour we had carried the works and force that held the intrenchments 
killed, wounded, or captured almost were mostly residents of Petersburg 
the entire force, with the piece of and Prince George county, belong- 
artillery and caison. ing to the second-class resenres. 
''As soon as a squadron or two The loss of one gun and two ear- 
could be mounted we moved on to- riages was not reported to me until 
ward town. A deep ravine inter- we had retired, and I know nothing 
vening just before reaching the city, of the circumstances except what is 
and no enemy being visible, the ad- contained in Lieutenant Morton's 
vance was ordered to proceed into report. Had I known it in time I 
the city. On reaching the bottom am satisfied that the gun at least 
of the ravine four pieces of artillery would have been saved." 
and several hundred muskets sud- Col. Samuel P. Spear, of the Elev- 
denly opened from the opposite ^^^h Pennsylvania Cavalry, com- 
crest, from such an elevation, how- ,. ., a j u • j • i.- 
ever, that they over-shot us. No ^a^^ing the Second brigade, in his 
one, apparently, was injured. Be- report made June 11, 1864, says: 
fore the second volley opened the "Pursuant to instructions from 
advance had fallen back under cov- division headquarters, my brigade, 
er. The prospect of entering the consisting of the Eleventh Pennsyl- 
city was here suddenly defeated, for vania Cavalry, 640 men, two moun- 
while I thought it possible that the tain howitzers, commanded by Lieu- 
enemy was at that moment not very tenant-Colonel George Stetzel; and 
strong, it was strong enough to de- the Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry, 460 
lay me an hour or two in the com- men, and two howitzers, commanded 
manding position they held. By by Major Kleinz, left camp at 11:30 
tliat time tliey could be reinforced. P. M. on the 8th instant, crossed the 
I could hear nothing of Gen. Gil- pontoon bridge over the Appomat- 
more's command ; no firing could tox, and marched forward about 2 
be heard in the direction of City miles. There halted until 4:30 A. 
Point, and I felt certain that his M. on the 9th, when I took the line 
force had retired. I therefore or- of march toward the Jordan's Point 
dered the command to fall back, and road, the Eleventh Pennsylvania 
as we retired the enemy opened Cavalry in advance. The advance 
from our right at long range with guard soon came upon and charged 
one piece of artillery and some mus- the enemy's pickets, capturing 4 of 
ketry. Before leaving the intrench- them, 2 being wounded. I then 
ments the enemy's camp of forty or marched to the above named road, 
fifty tents and some huts were burn- and out in the direction of the Pe- 
ed, and also a large house with some tersburg plank road. When with- 
stores and ammunition. We moved in 7 miles of the plank road the 
off and returned by the route we advance was again fired upon by 
came, and were not pursued or mo- the enemy. I ordered the carbi- 
lested after getting on the road, neers of the Eleventh to dismount 
We captured altogether 42 prison- and skirmish the woods to the front, 
ers. Some of the ofiicers who and two squadrons of the Fifth to 
had better opportunity of knowing, the right and left. The enemy 
report the number of the enemy opened upon the Fifth with howit- 
killed quite large. Quite a number zers. One squadron from that regi- 
of their wounded were left behind ment charged them, driving them 
for want of transportation. The from their camp into the intrench- 
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meats. In the flight they left armn, ami took position on tho left of the 
hoise equipments, and clothing in road, with orders to storm the two re- 
i-ODsiderable quantity, and whioh wo doubts in their front and penetrate 
destroyed. the line of intreuchments. The line 

"The front being cleared by the moved forward aimultaneously, uu- 
Eleveotb, the command waa mount- der cover of two 6-pounder rifled 
ed and proceeded OL the route. On g'uus, commanded by Lieutenant 
approaching the Norfolk and Peters- Morton, Eighth New York Battery, 
bur^ railroad, the advance guard and two 12-pounder mountain howit- 
again came upon the enemy's pick- zers of the Fifth, the right being 
eta, charged tbem and wounded one assisted by a detachment from 
mortally. The remainder made their the First District. The enemy re- 
tMcape to the woods. On reaching ceived us with a determined and vig- 
tlie plank road at 10:30 A. M. Ave orous musketry fire along the whole 
miles from Petersburg, I received line ; also on the left with grape and 
instructions from the general com canister from one piece of aitiflery. 
manding to march in the direction The position occupied by the ene- 
of Petersburg. my was well chosen, and defended 

"Ididso, driving iu and capturing with obstinacy.* Our assaulting 
some of the enemy's pickets ou party continued to press forward iu 
the road. Within 1 mile of the city the face of the fire, captured the re- 
I came in sight of the earth-works, doubts, aud occupied them, then 
oODSisting of four redoubts aud a prepared to charge the line of in- 
line of iutrenchments about half a trenchments, which was doue. with 
mile in length. I ordered one a toss to the enemy of 30 killed, 
Bqundrou of the Eleventh Pennsyl- many wounded, among whom were 
vauia Cavalry to charge the works several officers left ou the field, 
with drawn sabres, which they did and about forty prisoners, besides 
in gallant style; but owing to the one piece of artillery and a large 
enperior force and position of the quantity of small arms. The latter 
enemy they were compelled to fail were destroyed by our men. 
back, forming line again In advance "The squadron on the right charged 
of the main column. After due con- around the works to within oue-half 
uoltation with the general com- of a mile of Petersburg, and there 
uiauding, I made a careful recon- halted for the main column. Ow- 
uoisancu of the enemy's position, ing to obstructions the squadron on 
ttDd ordered the following disposi- the extreme left could not move for- 
tiou of my command : On the right, ward, whereby the principal portion 
citrbiueers of the Eleventh to dis- of the enemy made their escape in- 
wouDtaud a^lvauce as skirmishei-s; to the woods cloi^e by. These works 
one aquiLdron, mounted, of the were said to be defended by two 
Eleventh was ordered to the extreme regiments of militia and one of 
right, and one to the extreme left, regulars, under the supervision of 
with orders to charge in concert Geneial Beauregard. t On the ap- 
with dismounted line of skirmishers ; proach of the maiu column the ad- 

the remainder of the Eleventh were ~ — — 

poetedou thecentreaudrigbt-ceutre, 'This is a liandaoiuo tribute t« the small 
with ordern to charge mounted ou f'lreit ot citizen aolillera who were- oocupy- 
(he appearaune of wavering or con- iiR ""'^ P"aiti<>ii. , „ , 

, - ,1 r?.i 1-.-..1 tAnothor tribute to the courajie m Col. 

fasion among the enemy. The Fifth Arehers command and to the skill with 
Pemisylvania Cavalry was ordered which they were m&naged. 
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vance squadron moved forward. It War, or Five months Among the 
was ascertained that during the en- Yankees. By A Bifleman, Gtent"? 
gagement mentioned the enemy had ^j.^^ j^g book the foUowing, ass 
received large reinforcements, and , . . . .. 

when the advance reached Within ^^J'^V contemporary aooonnt of the 
150 yards of Petersburg the enemy action, is taken : 

Eti t!t Zf«f Ji-fffill?,:! "Tbe sun was clambering up the 
^^lif n? T wyi^^l^jSl^ 8ky-a figure which astronomy has 

?r?Slf ?L%«in '??.« fi^«^L «n ^"«ly "l^d agaiust since the great 
front of the town. Ihe tire was so t.„i;„<„ ,i„„ ^„„j ti.^ 4.««^ _i^-i, 

severe that I ordered the advance M'^'V t? ^^ ^ 

to wheel to the leftabout and retir- ^^ l^u'lf *^° v'TLTn^Sj*.^ 

ed about fifty yards to the cover of '°'«' ^^r ,. ^ ,u '~°.*»o ^<*®'*®» 

a bluff along the road. There I iT^^l^rl^r wSA^.iSj^ 

halted about ten minutes until it was ?i°J;^V,^ /^A^nLl^'J^IS 

ascertained that the column had left SL^flf, ?*':,?! Z/w^'-lS^W 
«•>,! 4-1,^ ««^,v.,r ««««^«^u:»>«,'^ f^^^^ tiifl'i^ 'ifl'A' 8* ^^^ away, were rapidly 

rifi/ Sw^^^n ™«f f ?« Jfn* approaching in a bo^y, consisting 
I retired slowly, soon met the gen- ^f ^^veral rigiments of ck-aJiy. and 

^ilrtretsvf Sc^andt; t^^:xz^:^ ^k?h"j 

ordered to fall back slowly, which £^7° eTf whS w:;1 t^ri^ht 
was done, after a delav of one hour **" , '^'v^^ x* x^ v** «« ^ v ^m^ 

J V. li • » v*^i«jr t» auofles by the Jerusalem r .k:road, 

and a half in order to prosecute a « s*^*' ^j "^"« « i* • ii l^-j 

I. * i.u J J J • • a thoroufirhfare which, somo outside 

search for the wounded and missing, barbarians may not know, opens 
My rearguard was followed by m- deserving Petersbur^rs the 

5l±^^«''n(?'^9^rii%'Ji%i?lf beatific vision ot Sussex .Ims and 
distance of 2 miles from reters- o^„i.i,«^^i.^« u,.«^^,r T^k^o »/^«.ir 
bur^. A detachment of the First Southampton brandy This work, 
Tvlvl.;^f 4.ul« V^tt^^T;« fi... ^z.0,. ^J intended to accommodate two pieces 

iu..^ui. ju. ^ on either flank, to aflford shelter to 

Judge Anthony M. Keiley, who g^ch infantry as might be destined 

had been a lieutenant in the Peters- to support the guns, while beyond, 

burg Riflemen (Company E, 12th on each side, lay a level and occes- 

Virginia infantry,) but, having been sible country, inviting easy approach 

, 4 , , r i.1 Tr • • to man or beast. There was noth- 

elected a member of the Virgmia j^^ j^ ^^^ character of the position 

legislature, was, on the 9th of June, to give the assailed men advantage, 
18G4, in the city of Petersburg, and, other than that which the breast- 
taking part in the engagement, was works offered in case of a direct at- 

captured. Upon his return from ^ i^® ,^^^°^ t)eing: almost a 

. , . J IT 1 J • dead level m every direction; and 

prison he wrote and published, in ^j^^^ ^^-^^ j^^^^^^^ ^^^ comman- 

January, 18(55, a very interesting dant, disposed his little force of 
little volume entitled "Prisoner of about 125 men along the extended 

tThis extract from Col. Spear's ropoit, as •, In 1860 this book was republished under 

was Goii. Colson's report, has been sub- the title, "In Vlnculis, or The Prisoner of 

divided into additional paraj^raphs for the War." 
greater convenience of perusal. 
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— 600 yards, I presume it was 
teotly evident that 20,000 eaval 
or any respectable minority of 
Bame, would make short work of 
In conformity to universal civ 
h3 precedent, the major address 
IS a word of cheer and counsel 
>re he assig^netl us our position ; 
there was eloquence incorapar 
r saperior to aO the witchery of 
ds in the hundred homes which 
»d but a scant cannot shot be- 
1 us and in the rejection that, 
wding as we did our -h-vcir, to 
a and to hundreds more, there 
lit be then and thenceforth grief 
eioicing. Small marvel then that 

looked down our little band, 
reely stretched over our extend- 
ind exposed front, and noticed 
' well the best and noblest of our 
osmen were represented in its 
E8, 1 felt that they would give an 
rant of themselves ; that no wife 
mother, sweetheart or sister, 
Id blush to bear or remember, 
igh every Cossack that ever 
m the Don, should charge our 

that day. 

tVe had not long to wait. A 
id of dust in our front told of 
hurried advance of cavalry, and 
next moment the ghtter of spur 

scabbard revealed to us a long 

of horsemen, rapidly deploying 
er cover of a wood that ran par- 
1 to onr line, and about half a 
I in front of us. Thtu fe inixn- 
urrannon. Our venerable mus- 
I were not worth a tinker's im 
Mtion at longer range than one 
dred yards, sind we were corn- 
ed per /'irce to watch the pre- 
itions for our capture or slaugh- 

mnch after the fashion that a 
DOal turtle may be presumed to 
template the preliminaries of a 
B dinner in London. A little of 
imiht&ry coquetry called recon 
lADce, determined our enemy to 
it with a small portion of 



his command, and on came at a 
sweeping gallop a gallant company 
of troopers, with as confident an air 
as though all that wa& necessary was 
that they should 'come' and 'see,' 
in order to 'conquer.' Every one 
saw this was a party we could easily 
manage, and we possessed, there- 
fore, our souls in great patience till 
we could see the chevron on the 
arm of the non-commissioned officer 
who led them — a brave fellow— and 
then there broke forth (from such 
amiable muskets as could be induced 
to go olifl a discharge that scattered 
the cavaliers like chaff— three rider- 
less horses being all of the expedition 
that entered our lines. TAiti trijlihy 
nwnt faveJ the city uf Peter^batg— 
what else it saved let the reader ask 
himself; for the Yankees now became 
convinced that no cavalry charge 
woidd frighten these ununiformed 
and half -armed militiamen from their 
posts, and that a regular infantry at 
tack must be made. For this purpose 
two regiments of their cavalry were 
dismounted and deployed on either 
side of the road, in a hue double 
the length of our own, and it was 
evident that they had determined 
to flank us on both sides. The 
welcome rattle of artillery horses 
brought now a cheer to every lip as 
we observed two field pieces (aUing 
into position on our right, and the 
sharp shriek of a shelf curvetting 
over the Yankee hue, was an agree- 
able variation of the mcJuutfuiOHS 
silence in which, to the rii,iii, and 
left, their skirmish Une was >Li->^toh- 
ing away to encompass us. This 
occasioned another check, and pro 
voked an artillery response, which 
continued for twenty minutes, with 
about the effect currently attributed 
to sacred melodies chanted in the 
hearing of a certain useful hybrid, 
deceased. But these were all gold 
en moments for Petersburg— can 
non and horses were pouring into 
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town. Graham's and Sturdivant's could to my fate, captive to the bow 

batteries were wheeling into posi- and spear of a hatchet-faced mem- 

tion, and Dearing was hastening to ber of the First District Cavalry, 

the scene with his gallant cavalry, greatly enamored of this honorable 

"And now came the serious at- opportunity of going to the rear." 
tack : The enemy advanced, out- The following letter from Captain 

numbering us five to one, and arm- ^^^ ^ ^-^^ j^ ^^ Petersburg, 

ed with the sixteen snooting nfle^ ^^ , ^_ ' ^/ ^ _ ^««, 

thus increasing over fifty fold their ^^-> "^'^^^ ^^ *^^ ^^ ^^ J^«> l^^j 

actual superiority — and there we was acting assistant adjutant-general 

fought them ; fought them till we of Brigadier-General Jas. Dearing, 

were so surrounded that the two gives a very clear account of the part 

men nearest to me were shot rnthe z ^ x 1^ i ^ _^iT 

back while facing the line of origi- ^^^^ ^^^ *^^ '^^'''^ *^d artillery 

nal approach ; till both our guns under General Dearing on that day . 

were captured ; till our camp, in in repelling the assault of the Fed- 

J^^^.mJ 1*^® T?''^fv7^^'^i^ ^* *^® eral cavalry after the little force of 

foe; till the noblest blood of our city ... ,,. , . , , , 

stained the clav of the breasl^works ^^^^^^ ^^^^^^ ''""^^'^ ^^^^ ^ 

as they gave out their lives, gun in been overpowered : 
hand and face forward, on the spot '^Petersburg, Va., ) 

where their oflicers placed them. ''July 8th, 1892. ) 

Their faces now rise before me on aGvA). S. Bernard, Ifeq. 

this summery morning in Novem- uDe^rSir: Having been requested 

ber ; the calm, grave countenance , : ^ - Z ^^^^^ ^«^iw 

of Banister and Staubley; the gen- ^y you to furnish my recollections of 

erous, joyous frankness of Frfend the part taken by the forces (wiyal^ 

and Hardy; the manly, conscien- and artiller>0 imder General 

tious fire of patriotism in all— Bel- ^» ^he 9th of June, 1864, in repelling 

Ungham and Blanks, Jones, John- *^^ a^^ult made upon the city of Pe- 

son, and the rest— all gallant gen- tersburg by the Federal cai'alry un- 

tlemen and true, any one of whose ^^^ General Kautz, I will state that, 

lives was well worth aU the Yankees in t:he early part of June, 1875, I 

from Indus to the pole ; and I could prepared and published in the Pfe- 

but ask myself then as now the pro- tersburg Index- Appeal a brief article 

phetic question, whose answer has which gives the information you have 

m all ages sustained the martyrs of requested, except in the overestimate 

freedom as of faith : can such blood of the force of the enemy. Thisar- 

fall in vain ? tide, addressed to the editors of that 

"One by one they fell around me journal, and signed 'An Eye Wit- 

— Bellingham the last — and as I iiess,' was first submitted to Oapt. 

turned and stooped to change his Edward Graham and approved by 

position to one of greater comfort him, and was as follows: 
at his request, the enemy trooped u *i>oter8BURG, Va., ) 

over the earthwork behind me, the *< i r„„^ q 107K ; 

. A' 1 • 1 J J June y, 10^ o. \ 

foremost, presenting ms loaded car- ,,,,„., ,,,.. ^., ^^ a i 

bine, demanded my surrender with ''' ro the hAxtor of the Index- Appeal: 

an unrepeatable violence of Ian- " 'This day eleven years ago wit- 
guage that suggested blood-shed, nessed the killing of many of Peters- 
and all avenue of escape being cut burg's bravest spii-its, who fell bat- 
off, I yielded with what grace I tling in the defense of this gallant 
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, and knew uo aiin-euder until 
' were overcome by a foree uearlj' 
hundred times their imri luimln'i. 
BrKantz.tliiislca\ iiij;llifti.wti ;ii 
uercy or ttie ein'iii\ l.\ tln^ I'nii 
leSoutli. Tbewriti-f «;is lii]'.-!'! 
B arrival nt Pelci7*lnLr}; l<i report 
Cnerul Wise -tlmt tieiieiiil IH-jir 

ID coniiutiud of tbe Foiirtli Ntirl li 
dins and Taliaferru's tieor^'iii 
dry regiments and tlndiani's ju- 
ry, was awaitinj; onlei-s on llie 
di from ('liesterfield inri» llie 
.' Geuei-al Wise wsu* rcp<)rte<l 
on the linett wiitii-e the ti{;lilint; 
in pi'<^Te«s. t 'iiptiiiu Pean-e, iil' 
eral Wise'e stuB'. diret-leii (ien 

I>«ariiig to the Willcnx linni. 
lie comuuvnil priK-eiilt^l up S\i-- 
pe street, opposite Mi-m. Wv/iv 
n's, we were niel li\ Mi'. K, H. 
Jrm-, wlio iiif'iniietl t liMii-iiil I>«ii'- 
that tbe eiiein\ wcrr eoiiiin^ in 
be route known as the .leruualeni 
k rowl; whert-npon the writer, 
e &miliai- with tbe snrround- 
rinformed Genei-ul Dealing that. 
\ proceedeil til theWilleox Cartn 
kre our militia ri[;hl rcsti'd piior 
^tire). the eiienn would l.f \,-\[ 
Bd him. A few' njoMieiils sitf 
[ to familiitri/e hJM l>ri}:Ll iiiIikI 
( the loealilies. liiiTiieilialeh Ije 
ped Talialerru l<. the IlliirMlVor.! 
rrh, on tbeJernsiileiii plank r<>K<l, 
la little pit^'eofnioiiiilaiu horse 
lery, and rlie llh \orlhr;irc>liiiii 
meiit ol' nivalry ;iiid lir.itiani's 
ary. 1*1 Ihe ri*ser\oir. Heachinf; 
gpot nnde]';i run. il \viisdiseov- 

that theeueiiiy w,-ri- Imt ashorl 
tnw sonth of Lii-utfnanl Kun, at 
^»g*f of the water works. He di- 
!dapartofthe4t.bN,C.<'avab-y, 
IT Lieut, -Col. Cautwell, dii-eetly 
ir tbe wye ()f himself ((>en. D.), 
tATge, and a ])iirt ol' tlie battery 
Ir (^pt. fimham to open tire, 
e of the regiment and the 



remainder of the iKitteiy, Lient. VA- 
wai-d Polhtrd command inf;, wei-e di- 

reeliMl. iiniler th<- i-omnaiiul of tlie 



IheiJii 



■I'P" 



nits. 



Therewulloll.otliailarks 
plele \\v\i.\-\ for Ihe V>\ 
and Ihns IVlerslnirtr wn 
my Judgment, solely \i\ 111 
lug and skill of (!en. .Ia> 
The writ<?r doe.s noi , -if 



, lake 



gjillant t 
from the 



I that •! 



<np.«h., 



u HIand 

ford fluiiTli. iMil simph lodo jastiee 
lo theg:<lU[iil d<-;i<l liero w ho directed 
(be liyhlins; ol' llu- lii:n.- Virginia 
jiiid North ('aroliiiiilrooi)s. whosiive*! 
tbe goi^il eily afler Ihe militia had 
iMTcn eaplnnii and slain. 

"'Theoidy]«-rs..iisirifi/ensormil 
itai'y) capable of liearing arms whom 
tbe writer n-meTuliers lo have seen 
wefe K. 11. Osliorne, (ieuer-.iH 'olHtJin, 
f. T,. I'etli.olas. I>. X. liraiK-h and 
lioger A. I'rvtir. The i-neniv were 
driven hack 'and lollowed as' far a.s 
Ihi' llre^oiy house, on the Jern.sii 
leni phiiik road, wheiv our eommund 
haltwd, the FetU-rals going direi^tty 
to City Point. 

'"Undwdire<;tiouof(ieii«iall)eiir- 
ing, the tbllowiug U?legraui, in Hub- 
stanee, was sent tSeueiul Beaui-eganl: 

"The enemy are rtiiulnied and tlie elt.v 
\% uafe. liut should tbey ttttaek it agniii 
more tToo)i8 will tie neeesxary for its de- 

"(Signecl) Jas. Ukakino, 
" Bri)f. -General . " 

•' -ThiK dittpatcJi was sent ofl'. I 
think,, by (ien. Koger A. Pryor. 
FurthtT than this no aid was given 
Gen. Dearing by any one, save the 
commands liefore inentionetl. Gen. 
Bearing was lai^Iy instrnmental on 
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three occasions in saving the city Graham's battery, in a letter dated 

from capture. July 7th, 1892, says: 

" 'An Bye Witness.' " «i had the honor of being a mem- 

"To the foregoing I will add that J^"" «^*'»«/»^^ Petersburg Artillery, 

there were four gmis of Graham's ^^"^ ga"a°* ^apt Edward Graham 

battery, all engaged, two of them commanding. We were J^hed to 

station^ iu the vicinity of the up- ^^"^ «?v*'^y command of Gen. jMies 

per reservoir and the other two on Dearing, than whom no braver officer 

the crest of the hill, about the pres- «^«'" "nf^eathed a sabre and who 

ent gate to the premises of Mr. Wm. ^«« f ^^^«Jf * ^\«° ^'^l^.S*"^* 
Cameron, Lieut. Pollard being in ^ a lamb The gallant William E. 

command of these two guns,li'ith Hm'o'^' J''' "^^ ^^"^8. «« ^ **J"- 
Lieut. Wm. C. Butler, his junior, as taat-general, who hkewise wasaman 

his assistant. ^^''T* ^^ *°^ ever ready to per- 

,,„, , , ,. form his duty as a soldier. 

"The enemy charged across the ^On the 9th of June, 1864, our 
bridge over Lieutenant Enn and up co„,mand was stationed in Ch^r- 
theNew Road a little distance, but field county on the Euffin farm, about 
were met by a counter-charge made ^^^^^ ^^^g f^^ Petersburg, and 
by a portion of the 4th North Caro- ^^^ j^ ^^^ morning received ordeiB 
lina Cavalry under Lieut. -Col. Cant- j^ ^^ ^ ^^ Petersburg. Arrived at 
well, who routed them at once and Petersburg and crossing the river at 
captured several. The remainder of pocahontas bridge, we came up See- 
the (4th N. C.) regiment, being dis- ^^^ gj^eet to Lombard and went down 
mounted, were deployed as sku-mish- Lombard to Main street, Blandford, 
ers around the slope of the hiU from ^^^^^ ^t which latter street, Capt. 
New Road on their left to about the Qj^ham was informed that the ene- 
head of Sycamore btreet on their my were coming across to town about 
right, the ground iipon which this ^j^^ ^^ater-works, and that he must 
line was deployed being covered with ^^^e his battery there as soon as 
a crop of wheat or oats n^rly ma- possible. We then turned down 
tured, which furnished an admirable ^^^^ ^^^.^^ ^^ BoUingbrook and came 
protection for shari^hooters, the res- „ BolUngbrook to Sycamore and up 
idence and other buildings of Mr. gycamore, moving through these 
Cameron on this hill being within g^.^^^^ ^ ^ sweeping gaUop never to 
the line of these skirmishers. ^^ forgotten by the members of the 

"Graham's battery and the cavalry battery, the ladies and children who 
of Gen. Dearing on the morning of crowded the sidewalks cheering us 
the 9th ofJune, 1864, were withdrawn as we moved along, and crying out, 
from the bresist-works about Dunn's 'Here come our own men! Men 
or Ruffin's farm in Chesterfield, netir ^ho will defend us and drive the 
Port WalthallJuuction and fronting enemy back!' By words, look and 
Bermuda Hundreds, which works gestures we told them 'to be calm' 
they left before daylight of that day. and that we would defend them at 
"Your Comrade, all hazards. 

"Wm. E. Hinton, Jr." "Arri%'ing at the Heights, two of 

our guns, under Lieuts. Edward Pol- 

Capt. John Trusheim, of Peters- lard and William C. Butler, took 
burg, Va., who was a sergeant in position at the head of Sycamore 



THE DEFENSE OF I'KTEHSISVIW. 



tear the resideDces of Mea- 
Uiam Cameron and .lames 
>, and engag»i the enemy 
ling over and down the hill 
i8t of Lientenant Knn . The 

guns, nuder the command 
Graham, took position near 
TOir and engaged the enemy 
across the held in line of 
own to the run, and also 
in column down New lload. 
ergeaut, I was in charge of 
tie two last mentioned guns, 
1. Dearing, being near by, 

me to tire a shell close to a 
,e pointed out, but not to 
. In this house he said the 

officers were. I sent the 

directed, but the officers in 
Be did not come out. The 
then directed me to put a 
otigh the house, which I did, 
lose inside came rolling out 
order and retreated hastily 
le field to the plank road, 
ftring then said to me, 'They 
ingagun in position. Go to 

that gun before thej' go to 

yon.' I could not see the 
idingas I was on the ground, 
mted my gnn and could then 
Federal gun plainly. I then 

shot and disabled this gun 

ng one of ite wheels. Gen. 

remarked, *A good shot! 

ie is another gun; they are 

it in position. Go iu work 
before they go to work on 
! again fired and this shot 
y gnn disabled this second 
lie enemy. Seeing this, Gen . 
exclaimed, 'Glory enough 

day! You have done well! 
e now retreatingl t will fol- 
drive them. Continue your 

1 I get up on yonder hill, 
g to the hill on which the 
lorces were), and then hold 

~r thev drive me, let me 



and my men come down the hill and 
then fii-e as fast as you can.' 1 did 
as ordei-ed. Dearing charged and 
drove the enemy away, and thus our 
beautifnl city was saved. The Fed- 
eral guns that were disabled were 
brought in and did good service in 
Graham's battery afterwards." 

Mr. J. William Young, of Peters- 
burg, Va., another member of Gra- 
ham's battery, who participated in 
the action and was with one of the 
two guns stationed near the reser- 
voir (the gun of which Sergt. George 
W. Vaughan was in charge), says: 

"The two guns stationed on the 
hill near the i-eservoir were near each 
other and alwut fifty yards sooth- 
west of the south-west corner of the 
reservoir. CJen. Dearing himself 
located these two pieces of artillery, 
with instructions t*t the men to fii-e 
as quickly and as rapidly as possible. 
The advancing column of Fedei-al 
cavalry was then upon New Head, 
a part of it on the west side of 
the bridge, with the head of the 
column near the Bushmore lot on 
the top of the reservoir hill. Being 
with the gun neaitat the road I re- 
memlwr seeing the men at the head 
of the column on the road to our 
right not a hundred yards from our 
gun. 

"01>eying the order to fire, wo 
opened upon the coltimu upon the 
roml on the east side of the bridge 
and oiu- first shot struck the column 
at a point about a hundred yai-ds 
east of the bridge. Our guns were 
tired as rapidly as possible, causing 
the cavalry to break and make for 
the rear. They attempted to rally 
on the hill south of New Boad, but 
a few well diretiteil shots caused 
them t» fall back to a point near 
Petersen's house at the intersection 
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of Xew Koad with the Jernsalem women! Run over them, if they 
plank road, at which point they don't get out of the way!' Know- 
placed a battery in position, but their ing him well, the next time I saw 
^nns were soon disabled by shot8 him, I playfully told him he had in- 
froni our battery. We captured a suited me by this order to his men, 
mountain howitzer belonging to and T had int^jnded to call him to 
them, left jiLst at the spot at which }R*<Jount, but that he had behaved so 
our lii-st shot struck the advancing gallantly when he got on the Heights 
column. That howitzer was used by I concluded to forgive him.''* 
(Irahani the remainder of the war. Miss Virginia E. Davidson, of Pe- 
doing handsome work in the cattle t^M-sburg, Va., referring to the bat- 
raid into Prince (leorge and Sussex . , . ^ ,° , , ^, 
counties, holding the enemy in chec^k *^*>^ « impetuous rush through the 
at Belches' :\rill and giving our cav- streets to the scene of a<5tion, says: 
airy an opportunity to bring the cap- ^^ The men leaped from the guns 
tured cattle sjifely over Nottoway and caissons and with whip suid 
river. The two guns of our battery chei^i's urged on the flying horses as 
located on the Heights near Mount they ran beside them. Sick soldiers, 
Erin (Mr. William ('ameron's resi- at the hospital on the lawn who saw 
dence) gave the enemy a parting re- the battery as it moved up Sycamore, 
membrance as they retired. and two of its guns were wheeled 

'^Vs our battery galloped up Syc- into Filmore street near the present 
amore street the ladies waved their residence of Mr. Robert W. Ck>llier, 
handkerchiefs and the boys in the whilst the other two continued up 
battery responded with cheers. The Sycamore, said it was God's mercy 
Southern Female College building the caissons did not explode, and 
was filled with ladies, who waved that they had never seen a battery 
handkerchiefs whilst we cheered, go into ac^tion with more rapidity." 
And just here a pigeon, in its wild ^^Soon after one of the guns, "says 
flight in the ail*, darted down towards Capt. E. O. Hinton, of Petersburg, 
the moving battery, seeing which Va., who as a druggist was thefn do- 
several of the old veterans gently ing business at the old drug store at 
ducked their hejids, thinking the the south -east corner of Sycamore and 
bird a ball from one of the enemy's Lombard streets, ^^passed my store, 
guns, as we could hear the tiring in and had gone not a hundred yards 
the distance over the hills." further up Sycamore, its front and 

Miss Lossie Hill, of Petersburg, ^^^ wheels became detached, and I 

Va., referring to the rapiditv with ^^f^^^^ ^^}^ ^f ^^ most nnfartu- 
X '\ r^ 1- , X. ^j. * ^ nate ol accidents. The mishap, how- 
which Cxraham's battery moved up ^ver, was immediately rectified. The 
Hollingbrook and Sycamore streets coupling-pin which had dropped out 
in its haste to reach the Heights, says: was quickly replaced, and on went 
'^IwascrossingBollingbrook street ^^^ ^]^^ seemingly as rapidly as be- 
on my way to Mi's. Merten's when f*^re." 

the artillery came tearing along and And just here a little incident of 

1 thought I would be run over, the day, told by Capt. Hinton, too 

Capt. Ned Gi-aham seeing me, and " ' 

possibly othei^ in the way, imj^t- ed Sr^tr AH^* IJWt 

ticntly said to his men, ^D— n the heritance a soldier. 
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good to be lost. must, begivenaplm'e. 
SaysCapt.H.: 

"Being a tiniest I was exempt 
from military service, but for aeveml 
days previouBly I bad heexi on duty 
out on the liues about Bell's t'^riii in 
Prince Geoi^aud elsewhere. Onthe 
moming of the ilth of June, however, 
I happened to be at home, huU whk 
attending to my oMinaiy duties ui 
my store. 

"Jly stwre was at that time a fa- 
vt»rite pla«e pf resort for gentlemen 
to assemble and diseuss the news aud 
other subjects of genei-al interest, 
and on this day there was tiie usual 
eoUoction of them, talking about 
the topics of the day, the subject be- 
ing tlie presenee of a Federal force 
in Prince (Seorge county aud the 
; prospect of a move upou the city. 
I Among those present were Judge 
Wm. T, Jovnes. Mr. Leroy Roper, 
Z. W. Piekrell aud Mr. Thomas H. 
f^mpbell, the last mentioned gentle- 
man t)eingthe president of theHouth- 
side Raili'oad I'ompauy and also a 
civil wffiwi' nuder the t'onfederate 
povemmeut, a liue conversationalist 
and a man of superior sense. 

"Contending that the Federals 
could not be in Prince George county 
in such numt)ers as to give occasion 
for any alarm, Mr. Campbell, having 
given his several reasons for this 
opinion, and ridiculing the i-eport 
aliout their pr(«ence in such numbers, 
with ironsiileruble emphasis, said, 
'tientlcinen, give me a brigade of 
twenty-five hundred men, and I will 
nbligate myself to drive every Yan- 
kee t hie side of ( "ity Point into James 
River before sunset this evening,' 
With some humor, one or more of 
the gentlemen present at once re- 
marked, 'If Mr. C'amptiell will do 
this, he must havethehrigai:le. Can't 
we get him the 2500 men ! He must 
have them, ll will not dn to low 



the opportunity to drive those Yan- 
kees into .lames River.' 

"Just at this Juncture Mr. Otway 
P. Hare came into the store with 
some excitement in his manner aud 
said, ■tjentlemen, h — I is to payl 
The Y'ankees in considemble fon^e 
have advanced to the t«>ll-gate on the 
Jerusalem plank road, have hruken 
(iiu- lines, killed tteo. B. Jones, Wm. 
C.Banister and Jno. Friend (he men- 
tioned these and others that were 
among the killed), and will soon be 
here.' The 'toll-gate'wasat orabout 
the Kives house, aud this was indeed 
startling news. The little party of 
gentlemen at once ceased I heir discus- 
sion and Tom t^ampbell vanished like 
a sora. In a few minutes Graham's 
battery came at full speeil up Boiling- 
brook, around Spotswood's comer 
and up 8ycamore, one of the pieces 
meeting with the little mishap of 
w-hi<'h I have just told you. Then 
i^amesome of Dearing's cavalry, also 
moving rapidly, and in a few minntett 
the welcome booming of the artillery 
about the water-works showe<l that 
Gnihtmi hiui reached the Heights and 
WHS at work with his guns." 

The following letter from Mr. Wil- 
liam Cameron, of Peteisburg, Va,, 
who witnessed from his residence on 
the Heights the appioach of the 
FedcKil cavalry and their repulse, 
desirriljes what came within his ob- 
servation : 

"PtrrEKSBiHij, Va., ) 
"July 25th, IW>2. ) 
"Gmj. S. Berxari), Esq. 

"Dear Sir: I can add but little to 
the very faithful and vivid acciinnta 
of the heroic rescue of our city frota 
capture on the memorable 9th of June, 
18<)4, you have been (iillwting for 
insertion in your "War Talks of ('on- 
federatf Veterans." 



I 



y^ 
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'^Aboiit 9 o'clock, or i)erhaps later, west of and in the neighborhood of 
that morning, my brother Greorge the plank road. Having sent the 
came to my house — I resided then as ladies and the servants of my £Bunily 
now at the head of Adams street in to Mrs. Keiley's on New street for 
this city — with his musket, on his greater safety, I braced up my nerves 
way to our lines. I had just returned to accept ^the inevitable' and deter- 
late the night before from my post of mined to meet the enemy at my gates 
duty at Wilmington, N. C, and hav- and save all I could from destractiim. 
ing, in consequence of a temjwrary Accordingly I stood at or about my 
interruption of the travel on the Pe- gate east of my house above refer- 
tersburgandWeldonrailroad,toride red to, when lo! great joy! Turn- 
from Belfield to Dinwiddle C. H. and ing my eyes towards the north, I des- 
to walk from Dinwiddle O. H. to Pe- cried two pieces of artillery coming 
tersburg, I was so fatigued by the up the hill towards the reservoir at 
trip I felt unable to go along with a full gallop, followed by two others. 
him, and besides hoped that the re- The first two immediately unlim- 
port about the advance of the enemy bered about the crest of the hill 
mi<jlit prove another ^false alarm.' near the reservok* and opened on the 

^sSo.ui after 11 o'clock 1 heard, first, enemy, whose column was then ap- 
musket rv, repeated vollevs, then ar- proaching along the New Road, and 
tillerv, so near as to satisfy me that the first and second shots from these 
some'^fighting was going on about the guns had the effect of bringing the 
Kives salient. This firing continued column to an immediate halt, 
at intervals for more than an hour, ^^By this time Dearing's cavalry 
and I was led to hope that reinforce- began to arrive and deploy in sup- 
ments had been brought up from our port of the artillery, when suddenly 
lines on the left. But soon after 12 the enemy turned around and began 
o'clock this hope was banished, when, to retreat — all of which hapx)ened in 
looking over the high gi'ound across much less time than I have taken to 
Lieutenant Run south of New Eoad narrate it, the artiUery and cavalry 
and south-east of my house, I saw, being to our helpless city a relief 
first, a few of our men retreating that seemed almost as timely as the 
rapidly to the shelter of the ravine memorable * relief of Lucknow.' 
about this run, and then enough more <q should mention that the two 
of them in like retreat to satisfy me pieces of artillery that followed the 
that our forces had been overwhelmed two which took 'position on the hill 
by greatly superior numbers. near the reservoir were stationed 

**A few minutes later I realized west of my house, one of them near 
the true condition of things, when I my then front gate about the inter- 
saw a large force of the enemy com- section of Adams and Cupid streets, 
ing down New Road to the bridge the other somewhere near my present 
across Lieutenant Run. As you are front gate on Sycamore street. These 
aware, a pei*son standing at or about guns — certainly the one about the 
the gate to the rear and east of my intersection of Adams and Cupid 
house, JUS 1 then was standing, ccmld streets — commanded the high gromid 
see the advancing column from this or plateau in the neighborhood of 
place, its head on the road about the the plank road and that part of New 
loot of the hill and the body of the Road on the plateau, 
column on the summit of the hill '^It ha*^ l>een over twenty -eight 
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years sinoe the oocurrenoes of that In the distance the rising clouds of 
memorable day, \i\xt its events were dust show that the raiders are corn- 
deeply impressed upon me. lean ing with drawn swords and occasional 
now see those intrepid artillerymen firing of breach -loaders, and when 
whipping up their horses as they has- witMn range of our men they are met 
tened to their position on Reservoir with volley after volley from our old- 
Mill and opened almost instantly, and fashioned muskets, sulficient to rex)el 
I can see the other two pieces going to advancing foe, except some two or 
their position west of my house, and three who entered along the public 
the equally intrepid cavalry of Dear- road into our lines. These men 
ing — ^it seems to me not over a hun- promptly surrendere<l, and their 
died in number — coming up to the horses, line and fat, were soon taken 
sapport of the artillery and then the into possession by us. It was quite 
sadden retreat of the Federal cav- amusing, nobody on our side then 
ally; all a vivid mind-picture. being hurt, to hear the jokes and 

*'I remember, too, that when see- Ji*>«s hurled at the foe by our then 
ing the rapid firing from the two victorious soldiers, who thought that 
gnns on the reservoir hill, and the *^® retiring enemy would no more 
firing from the other two guns, and return to fight. But this delusion 
the bursting of their shells, I thought ^'^ ^^ s^^rt duration . 
it looked as if almost the whole heav- "Theenemy, largely outnumbering 
ens were filled with the fire of blaz- our forces, were not baffled by their 
ing guns and exploding shells. first signal failure to capture our po- 

"The work of defeating Kautz' sitioii- A flank movement was made 

1,300 cavalry and saving our city *°^ ^® ^^^^ attacked from front and 

frwn the assault was indeed a noble rear— the rear attack soon dislodging 

one, and there was great rejoicing ^ ^^^^^ ^^^ position and causing the 

that night in Petersburg. Believe ^^^^ ^^ several of the command. 

me my dear sir Some of our men were killed in their 

"Yom^ faithfully, positions behind the earthworks. 

^ n >? Orders were promptly given to re- 

WM. CAHEKON. ^p^^ jjuj ^Yien a running tight was 

Hon. Charles P. Collier, of Peters- kept up, forcing us finally back to 

borg, Va., describing the action at ^^® ^^^^^ 

Bivw' &rm, in a letter dated June ''Many of our men, however, were 
30 1892 savs- taken prisoners. The dead and pris- 
' > y • oners captured on that occasion an* 
"I was a volunteer private in the so well knowTi that I need not write 
rankSy a member of the company of their names in this paper; the namw 
OqiC. James E. Wolff. Our compa- of the dead and the prisonei-s cap- 
ay, with the others of the command, tured are written on the rcmoU of an 
lay entrenched behind the breast- undying fame and cherish(Mj in the 
works, but the eagerness of all to memory of a grateful p(M)ple ever- 
cnigage in the combat rendered it ex- more. ' Where all act<Ml well, it is 
esedingly difficult for the command- invidious to mention names, but 1 
aatB of companies to keep the men cannot forbear to refer to Adjutant 
oovered by the earth -works. Finally Guy Johnson, who was wounde<l on 
the enemy, after reoonnoitering a the field and died shortly thereuft^M- 
while, imolved to make a charge, fnan the eftV*cts o{ his wound. Hi» 
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did his part bravely, and fell fight- mind that their services demanded a 
ing nobly for his city and state on littlerespitefrom the perils of battle, 
that never to be forgotten day. I suggested that I wait on Gren. Beau- 
trust I shall he pardoned for this re- regard, whose headquarters were near 
ference to Adjutant Johnson, as there- where we were in line of battle on 
by the way is ojiened to make allu- the extreme right, and request him 
sion to an incident which, though to send the command to Petersbui-g 
^otistic, as it relates to myself, and and place it on guard duty. This I 
not before mentioned, I believe, I undertook. I was most gracefully 
I will take the liberty of stating: received by the general, made known 
* 'When Adj utant Johnson was car- my errand, and my request wasgrant- 
ried from the field wounded, bleed- ed, with the most complimentary 
ing, dying, our commander, a gallant reference to Col. Archer and his men, 
hero of two wars. Col. F. H. Archer, not only for their gallant conduct on 
approached me as we were falling that day, but also on the 9th of June 
back under the terrific fiank firing at Eives' farm. When I returned 
of the enemy, saying, 'I apx)oint you to the command and made known 
adjutant ofthebatallion for gallantry that I had been successful in the re- 
in the face of the foe.' The compli- quest that we be ordered into the 
ment I acknowledged with a bow and city, I received an ovation like unto 
thanks, and, accepting the office, that bestowed on a Eoman gener&^ 
served in that capacity with the bat- on entering his city in triumphal pro - 
talion in the battle of the 16th June cession. 

at Avery's farm. In that battle Col . ' 'Much that any one writes in thee^M 

Archer was wounded, and, only after war reminiscences must necessari 

the most persistent persuasion on be i)ersonal, as our field of observ 

my i)art, he reluctantly consented to tion was limited to those immediab^ 

be taken to the rear. Col. Archer ly about us and ourselves; and th. 

has now a list of the killed and is my apology for so much that 

wounded in this battle made by me personal in this letter." 

as adjutant.* Mr. Robert A. Martin, of Peters- 

''The command then devolved on ^ y ^^ ^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ j^ ^ 

Maj. W. H. Jarvis, a good man, a ^^^^ . . , . ,, ^ r\^.^ 

brave soldier, a true Confederate. ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^» recoDections of the. 

After the battle of the 16th June our figtit, says: 
'boys,' with one accord, being of the "Every one who loves the 'lost 

"^The following is the list here referred to: 6th Co. , Gapt. J. A. Rogers commanding- 
Field and staff— Major F. H. Archer, Private F. T. Scott klUed; Corp'l T. J. Jar- 

wounded severely in left arm. ratt slightly wounded; Private G. K. Elliott 

Ist Co., Lieut. Thos. Smyth command'g — slightly wounded. 

Priv. Jas. Brooks wounded in neck by shell. 7th Co., 1st Sergt. James E. Watson com- 

2d Co., Gapt. Peter D. Hare commanding manding — Corp. N. Hoag kUled; Private 

— Private R. A. Spiers wounded mortally; Robt. L. Watson wounded; Private William 

Private Ed. Simmons wounded severely in G. Malloy slightly wounded; Private G. W. 

arm; Private H. J. Saunders wounded Eastwood slightly wounded; Sergt. Samuel 

slightly by shell. Smith slightly wounded; Private Andrew J. 

3d Co., Gapt. Wm. H. Jarvis command- Clements slightly wounded; Private Mich- 

ing — no casualties. ael Quinn severely wounded; Private M. T. 

4th Co., ist Sergt. G. Baker Eanes com- Sweeny slightly wounded. 

manding — no casualties. 8th Co., 1st Sergt. Wm. Webb command- 

5th Co., Gapt. Richd.F. Jarvis command- ing — Private James A. Barker slightly 

ing— no casualties. wounded. 
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■' Tbe latl gun flrec 
Older to retrMt. arte 
fli^ that, b»<J Ibe Ta 
I'. 141. 

•■'Mr, Martin dooa 
fcdmlcllmtflrodthi 


RUBEHT A. MAltTl.S. 
In the flKhl waa Bred by adesf man. ivho had a.i 
be had bean «hot down. That maa Ib also Uvl 
nkws caplured him. he never would bafe lived 

not ao Blale, but I em Batlsflml that be himself 
I last gun.— 0. 8. B." Note on p. Ul, referring 


mmeed. notbeuinsti^l 
gnaw.bntbBliwI^H 
Mteelbei'earlBnK.^H 

wu the game old 0<M^| 

to the above. ]^l 
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cause,' and evei-j- oue who knowa tht repeatetUy had this report proved to' 
part played by the citizeus of Petere- be mitiue, ou the 9th June, 1S64, 
Imrg, and espeeiaUy the spirit and when messengers were sent to the 
action shown on the Sth .Tune, 1S64, city proclaiming that 'the Yankees' 
Iij" atxint 140 'old men, boys, home were 'certainly marching on the city 
guanlSj'&c, has amse to thuuk yon byway of the Jerusalem plank road,' 
for youi' earnest and zealous efibrts donbtWs some qiiestioued the tTuth 
to let coming generations know of of the report. This, however, none 
what sort of stnfT the men of the would have done, had they met tho 
Sonth o( 18B4 were made. That they messenger that was met by the Hon. 
battled long and bravely, audagainst V. V. Collier, the late Mr. Jas. Boia- 
great odds, will, when history comes seau and myself, when on our way 
to be fairly written, stand forth an a out to camp that morning. All three 
settled fact. of ns were then (iienilwi-s o1' the city 

"In no part of the South was council, and h:Ml Imili in IJie city to 
there a more heroic and patriotic attend a meeting,' nf lh;il Imdy. The 
spirit displayed than was shown in messenger's maiimr, and the exprea- 
Petersbiirg. This vwi to a very sion of his face, clearly indieated 
marked d^ice the case with the la- that the Yankees were Murely coming 
die» (God blesH them), and that their /AinHiup, and we werefnllyeonvineed 
actionuervednianyagallantaoldier's of the fact. Well do T remember 
heart and arm in the day of battle, Mr. t'ollier's saying that he 'would 
there tan l»e no question. tiither like to have a scrimmage with 

"Knowing, as yon do, that I waa the enemy,' One of us replied, 'I 
in the fight of the 9th June, 1864, think like Gen. Lee~I would Iw 
you have done me the honor of re- glad if those people would go back 
((nesting me to give you my lecollee- to their homes and let us alone,' Of 
tJouR of the affair. Being then, and course Mr. Collier then had no con- 
am still, deaf, I have told you that I ce.ption of the force that our little 
cannot give yon uinch of iuten'st that band would be (ailed on to meet. 
I lu^rd on the Itattle- field, and so I ''After reaching our litUe breast- 
will have to confine myself mainly to works (and they extended but a short 
what I WHO. way to our left) it was not very long 

"My recollection is, that a great Iwfore the enemy (consisting of some 
many who took part in the action of 1300 cavalry under Gen. Kantz) 
June 9th, 18fi4, were ejxmjtt from all made his appearance. The location 
military dnty, and some even doubly of Mr, Gr^ory's residence, out- 
exempt. Notably was this the case houses and stables, was such as with 
with that bra\e, patriotic, mode«<t their shelter enabled the hostile 
gentleman, Mr. Wm. C. Banister,* troops to form a line of battle with- 
who lost his life in the battle. It will out being exposed to our musketry 
be rememb<'red that time after time fire. At that time we had no cannon 
during the war, and when our city on the field. As soon as the enemy 
wae Dot protected by regular Confed- got i-eady he charged as cavalrj', bat 
erate troops, the ci-y went forth that wa-s met by such a fire as to cause 
a Federal army was marching from him to fall back. It may be, how- 
City Point to capture the city. So ever, that the charge was made with 

— — ' — ft view of caitsing ns "to show our 

•This gentJem&D was a linnk offloiT, forty- strength ,' 
Hr» veAiB of ure and very deaf, vet (elt It ,. . .. '■ -. . . 

hlo .luty to go to the front on this day J'"*^ ^ere, perimt me to remaik 

G. a. B. that,forthenuml»tftft"(\¥;MsA«\\\*A'CB.| 
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side4s, the result of the fight was, I like Mr. Major, James Kerr, Mr. 

think, a more disgraceful affair to Banister, John Stevenson, Robert R. 

the Federal officer in command than Hill, Richard S. Taliaferro, and oth- 
was the result of the Crater fight, ers that could be named (all exempt 
The latter was, it seems to me, a most from duty and some of them physi- 
bunglingly managed affair on the part caUy unfit), shouldered their muskets 
of the Federal officer in command, to do battle for the Southern cause. 
As for the 9th of June affair, why this fact is strong e\ddence to my 
the Federal officer in command was mind that such cause was rights not- 
not court-martialed and cashiered withstanding it was afterwards over- 
for not capturing our little band and thrown by overwhelming numbers 
entering the city, I have never been and resources. 

able to understand. He had ample ^'During the fight, CJol. Archer 
time to have done both before Gra- showed, as I thought, great regard 
ham's battery and Cxen. Bearing's for the safety of his men, warning 
men reached the city, and fully force them *not heedlessly to exx)Ose' 
enough to have captured three times themselves, while he was perfectly 
as many men as we had. The delay reckless in exposing himmlf. That 
in making the second attack on us he was not kiUed convinced me, be- 
resulted in Graham's battery and yond question, that ^Providence 
Gen. Bearing's cavalry getting to the overruleth all things.' 
Heights just in time to save the city. ^'To show how reckless men can 
Now for a few things Inaw, First, be in a fight, I know of one man who 
after the charge (made as cavalry) on the 9th of June, 1864, after the 
was repulsed, the venerable Mr. cavalry had been repulsed, jumped 
Francis Major came into the breast- up on the breast-works, waved his 
works to lift his arm in the defense blanket and called on the Federals 
of a cause and city that he loved so to *try it again' (meaning to try to 
well. Had his arm been as stout as take our i)osition). That man is 
was his heart, doubtless he would living yet. 

have done more execution than he After Col. Archer's warning, 'the 
did. It will also be remembered that boys' were more careful. StiU, one 
his son-in-law, Mr. Geo. B. Jones, gentlemen (and he is now our res- 
(who was a druggist, and was there- pected mayorf) every time he fired 
fore exempt from duty) was killed in would jump up and look to see if 
the fight. I have heard that on Mr. his man had fallen, and every time 
Jones being informed by a messenger he so jumped up he exposed the best 
that he was 'needed to help defend part of his body to the enemy's bul- 
t he city, ' he stepped back in his stote lets. Some of Capt. Wolff's com- 
to tell Mr. Major that he was going pany, and perhaps others also, will 
out for that purpose, and began to remember that the late Mr. Edmund 
tell what he wanted done in case he h. Osborne had charge of our ord- 
wius killed. He, however, was cut nance supplies, &c., and that Mr. 
short by Mr. Major telling him ^that Robert R. Hill was under him. Af- 
he had better tell some one else, as ter the fight opened, and during a 
he (Major) would be at the scene of few moments of quiet, there happen- 
iiction as quick as he (Jones) . ' ed to be on the groimd an old colored 

Which reached the breast-works first : 

1 have never learned. When men t nonChariesF. coiiier. 
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nuiD (Tom Joi-dan) who bad been 
for a long time the servant of a C'-on - 
federate (^valrj' officer and who had 
8<-eii a giMMl deal of 'de wah.' Be- 
ing ill Petei-slnirg on furlough, he 
often eaiue out U> the camp to see a 
relative of hiH uvuer, and, havlug 
known Mr. Osborne nearly all hitt 
life, he stepped up to him and said, 
*Man*e Ktltuoud, If you want to save 
your things you had better load them 
up and move off, for them Yankees 
just luade that charge to find ont 
your Iitnv, and, having found that 
out, it will not be long tiefore they 
will be hei-e.' Mr, Osborne, being 
a clear-headed man himself, imme- 
diately t'^1^ '■! Ci^ flituation, and so 
did 'save his things.' His depar- 
ture in a measure threw Mr. Robert 
K. Hill -init i.r M jc.h.' and the re- 
sult was. Ml'. Hilt picked up a nms 
ket and Tushcil t.i the front.' 

"Mr. Riehard S. Taliaferro ( now 
about 85 years old | showed great grit 
— even aftrr the hiiitJe wan over. The 
enemy being about to surround our 
left wiug (if a few men eould be 
called 'a wing'), of course efforts 
were made to esejipe, and some of 
•the tjoys' ran down t^i a branch and 
hid in the bushes. The Yankees 
were soon utter them, hallooing out, 
•1 see you, you d -tl rebel!' 'fiet 
up from there, oi' I will blow yonr 
brains out!' Some, and perhaps all 
but Mr. Taliaferro, really believetl 
that Ihe Yankees saw them, and so 
got up and 8urrendei-e<l. Xot so, 
however, with T-ousin Dick.' as we 
luted to call him. He jumpeil into 
a thick brier-pateh, and lay iw ckwe 
to mother earth as wa« possible. 
It«peattidly he was ordered 'to get 
np or a bullet would be put iu him.' 
'Cousin LMek' was deaf to these or- 
ders and remained so to the end. 
After the enemy had been driven off 
by (reo. I>aring, and everything 



became qniet, 'Cousin Diek' got np 
and walked home, pittud of the furt 
that If/inr/ low hwl ruineH him high itp 
in the estimation of his comrades, 

"I know one man in the fight re- 
ferred to that, bcwinst^ of a laek of 
teeth, had to use a kuife to cut his 
cartridges, 

"J know of two boys, Johnny Kerr 
(now deadi and Jos. D. Ctmper. who 
went into the light, along with others, 
the former, Johnny Kerr, 'on his own 
hook,' the latter, Jos. D. Cooper, as 
a member of a home guard company. 
Strange to say, the father of one es- 
caped capture (Mr, Jos. H. C<Kiper, 
who with Prof. Staubley did, I think, 
more nhitntiny than any other two 
men in the tight), while his son was 
I'Hptnred. The other sou escaped 
unhurt, while hiM fniher (Mr. Jame« 
Kerr) was right Ijadly wonndeni, and 
was captured. The last gun lircd 
in the fight was fired by a deaf man, 
who had adtxiactfl, not hearing the 
order to reti-eat, after he had been 
shot down. That man is also living 
now, but he is iiUitisfied that, had the 
Yankees captured him, he never 
would have live*! to see the year 

iH(ir>,* 

"I have now, iu my plain, nncul- 
tured way, tried to give you such 
evidence as to show yon that the 
people of the little Cockade City did 
all they could to aid her gallant sons 
in the Confederate ser\ice — to win 
that liljerty for which they so glo- 
riously fought. Well, the flag we mi 
loceil has l>een forever furle<l, but the 
everlasting principles we fought for 
will never die. 1 took the oath of 
allegiance t^> the ITidted States gov- 
ernment in June, ISfifi, and 1 have 
Ijceu true to it, and will remain soj 



*Mr. Martin iloes not su staM, but I am 
Batislied that he himself was tliu gamu ukl 
Contederate that fired that last Kuii. 

G, B. B. 
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but the time will never come when replied, 'Every man is needed out to- 

I will cease to love the cause we so day,' and cheerfully went on. Soon 

stoutly contended for, and that no- I heard musketry firing on the Je- 

ble army led by the pekkl>»8 Lke." rusalem plank road. I went in our 

Mrs. David Callender, of Petei-s- ^rdenwhei^ a servant was at work. 
, ,r J. J, li. ..-.He sjiid, 'Missus, the Yankees are 

burg, \ a., ma statement furnished y^^^ ,^^. j^^re. Don't you hear 

July 18, 1892, from the stand -point them cheering ? I see them coming 

of an intelligent lady who was an eye back of the reservoir.' At first I 

witness of Gi-aham's battery and ^^^ ^o* believe this, but going up 

1^ • 1 1 .X x . stall's over our kitchen, from which 

Dearing's eavalrv going into action , iw*i^u^t*, ixvm ^^t^ 

X xi_ . . ^ ..i_^ .^ place a commanding view of the 

at the cnsis of the day, gives the Heights and plateau east of the re- 
following graphic account of what servoir could be had, I saw that it 
she saw and heard: was true that the enemy was near 

''About 7 o'clock the morning of thecity. I could see them on the high 
June, 1864, I heard, while at mar- ffrowi^d beyond the water works, east 
ket, that the enemy were advancing ^^ Lieutenant Run. I knew them«i 
in large numl)ei'8 on our town. The ^ ^^' ^®^ Federal soldiers by the 
reserves had been on dutv aine« the ^^P» ^^^^ "^'^^^y ^^^^ ^^^^ wearing 
5th of May, and few men were left ^^^^^^ hats. 

in our town. These reports were so "Just at this time I saw many 
often ciiculated and so often proved servants from Mr. Ragland's farm 
false, I did not give this much eonie running by with bedding, 
thought. Mr. Win. Weddell, our clothes, and whatsoever they could 
neighbor, and Mr. Callender, had gather in hjiste in their arms. As 
been guarding prisoncM-s during the they mn by our gate they told me 
night at the Rock House on Old the Yankees had killed or captured 
street, and had come home early in all our soldiei-s, and were coming 
the morning. Alter breakfsist Mr. straight on to town. This of course 
James Kerr stoppeil in, and re- alarmed me. I went to see Mrs. 
ferring to Mr. (-allender, asked, Weddell to consult what we had best 
'Where is David f I said, 'In bed do. Without knocking I walked 
asleep.' 'You had l)otter wake him ; iiito her dining room and found the 
from what T hear every man is need- I^v. Wm. A. Hall, chaplain of the 
ed to-day on the lines,' Mr. Kerr Wtishington Artiller>% writing on 
then saici. While w(» were talking ^^^' dining table, with his coat off, 
Mr. (■allender came out of his room, the weather l)eing ver>' warm. Hear- 
heard this, and h(* and xMr. Weddell i^K >^'hat i told Mrs. Weddell, he 
followe<l Mr. Kerr to the lim«. s^^id, *Liidies, I will go over to where 

'*The last ptn-son I saw going out the ri^serves are camped, and if there 
to the lines wius Mr. (ieo. H. Jones. i« »»>' danger 1 will come back and 
I called out to him as he passed along l<*t you know.' He went, and was 
by our house— we were then living captured just beyond the water- 
at our present place of i-i^idence, on works, and was carried to some 
the east side of Jetterson street, Northern prison. 1 never saw him 
south of Marshall and within a few again. 

hundred yards of the water works — *'The news of the enemy's ap- 
that 1 was sorry to see him go. He proach soon spread ovei' town. Wo- 
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vavn and t^hildreD went in large iiiim- ba«k of Mr. Rflgland'shouBP. (i< 
bers ovt'rtotliehiUsouth-west ofthe ColBtou, I was informed, Imlted as 
pii nip-house of the rity wnter-works, many as came up, aud these made a 
where the tfuse ball grounds now stand near Mr. William Cameron's 
ai'e, trying to find out something house, thinking the enemy might \ 
■bout those they loved who were oome over that way. All being quiet , 
with the reserves. There was heard they were soon allowed to come 
the rumbling of wheels, and a sw- home, 

tion of Graham's batterj- came gal- "In a short time after Mr, Callen- 
Ippiug across from Sycamore street der eame home, one of Mr. CJeorge 
to the emliankmeut of the reservoir. 6. Jone«' family eame to ask him if 
Soon some of Deariug's cavalry came he had heard what had become of 
1*1 their snpport. I was standing at him, Mr. Jones. The answer was 
my chamber window np-stairs with that Mr. Jones, getting to the l>rea»t- 
niy mothur and sister, and when I works after the reserves were in 
BBw the cavalry, who had Just rid- line, wasplacedoverto the left, near 
den Xft the bi-ow of the hill, ride theKiveshon8e,andthatthe Yankees 
bock as if to leave, I said, 'They are came around back of this house in a 
not going to make a stand, bnt are ravine, and were behind our men, 
going to leave us in the Yankees' burning their camp before they 
hands.' My mother Ihen said, 'My knew they were near. Those a^^ross 
child, tJod will 1m' with ns just as the road to the right wjuld not tell 
nmch then a« luiw.' In a moment what had happeuetl on the left of 
1 saw the first shell fall, which cans- the road. Then came fapt. Cocke 
ed the women and children on the to inquire about Mr. Wm, Banister, 
bill to scattei'. Indeed our soldiers and while at our house a messenger 
arged them to go away. 'Oo back, came to teU him they wei-e bringing 
ladies ! Go back 1' they said. !)ack the bodies of those who bad 

"T think there* was then a lull in l>een killed, those of Mr. BaniRt«r 
the firing, I hailed a passing (xm- and Mr. Jones among the niimber." 
rier to hear the news. He said. j,^^ ^^^ ^^ j^ appropriat<- to re- 
•The enemy have been repulsed and , „ ,, ,. , ,, „ 

»ehave c^ptuml a gun and some prwl"ce fi-om the diary of Mrs, Fan- 
prisoners,' Finding the enemy did "y Wa<ldell, the widow of the late 
not return, our soldiei-s left there- Capt, Chas, E. Waddell, of t'o. .\. 
Bcrvoir hill. I siiw half a dozen for- 12th Virginia Infantry, thefoUowing 
«ffner«, dusty and bleetling, but not tj^^tie description of some of the 
severely wounded, pass our gate as r . , . ■ . „ 

priBOnei*. I felt then a sickening '""'lents of this famous day: 

le of how much we lost in giving " flow brightly dawne<l that lovely 
Onr noble men for such specimens of summer morning upon our dcvot-wl 
Anmanity. By 1 o'clo(rk Mr. Wed- city, whost! light was so soon to l>e 
dell, Mr. Jamison, (of Alexandria,) bedimmed with blood andteai-s! An 
wid Mr. Callender returned. They uuusiml quiet at first prevailed, but 
follen to the right after putting at an early hour a sound broke upon 
obstructions in the it)iid as they wei'e onr cans which sent a tremor through 
ordered. They were pvoleclftl from our heiirts. It was the sullen i-oar 
the fire of the adviiming eiicmy by of cannon and nmsketry along onr 
^e woods luid the ntvim' nunting lines! And now we hear the tolling 
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of the town-bell, the signal which 
summoned grandsires and boys to 
the defense of their homes: our young 
men had all gone to meet the foe 
elsewhere. Truly might the enemy 
say of us that day, that ^we robbed 
the cradle and the grave for our de- 
fenders!' 

^ ^ And nobly did they do their duty . 
No shrinking because the feet of some 
were tottering with age, and the 
hands almost too delicate and girlish 
to handle muskets. As a little band 
of these boys passed a group of sor- 
rowing mothers and sisters who were 
trying to smile and cheer them on in 
spite of their tears, one noble lad 
exclaimed, ^Do not weep, ladies; do 
not fear; we will fight for you as long 
as we have a cartridge left.' Ah! 
how many of these i)oor striplings 
were in a few hours mutilated and 
maimed for life, or sent to languish 
in a Yankee prison, and to how many 
more the bright sun above us went 
down at mid -day!" 

And to the foregoing there should 
be added the following beautiful me- 
morial ode, composed by Mrs. Wm. 
E. Morrison, of Petersburg, Va., and 
sung by the Ladies' Memorial Asso- 
ciation of Petersburg, Va., at Bland - 
ford cemetery, on the 9th of June, 
1870, as a part of the memorial ser- 
vices on that day: 

MEMORIAL ODE, 

JSun// in Blandford June 9th^ 1870, 



iy 



AIR— "napoleon's grave. 

[Bringing in the refrain of that song at 
end of stanzas]. 



^^Memoria in (eterna!^^ June eometh in 
glor>'! 

Again o'er all Southland her sunshine 
is spread, 

liemlling once more the glorious story 

Of the daring and deeds of "Confed- 
erate dead." 



'Though years have roll'd by, yet how 

plain doth war's rattle 
Arise on our memories, thrilling with 

pain — 
That they sleep their sleep and have 

fought their last battle. 

No sound can arouse them to glory 
again. 

Oh! shades of our heroes! we cannot for- 
get thee! 
All hearts that are true will beat on to 
the end 
With devotion and love — nor ever we'll 
let thee 
Be forgot by the land that ye died to 
defend — 
Each memorial day as it riseth in beauty, 
And sheds its bright lustre o'er what 
is still ours, 
We will ever fulfill what is woman's sad 
duty. 
And strew every soldier's low grave 
with bright flowers. 

tio we come with gay garlands our heroes 
to cover, 
Whose blood was shed freely, but ah! 
all in vain! 
And we pray unto Heaven that angels 
may hover 
O'er these lowly graves of Confederate 
slain. 
These men died for us — each private, and 
ranger— 
When war's clarion sounded all brave- 
ly did go; 
Stood Arm and undaunted in the ftont 
rank of danger. 
And nobly each fell — with his "face to 
the foe." 

Ah! well we remeipber that bright sum- 
mer morning. 
As we gaze down the vista of long van- 
ished years, 
And think how in darkness the glow of 
its dawning 
Was quenched ere its sun set in blood- 
shed and in tears. 
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Ninth of June! how ariHefl the din of the north of the Appomattox and was to 

**^^®- move upon the citv with his infantry 

But for theni was the glory — for us\h , , ... * , ^^•^\ 

., , . "^ on the right near the river, whilst 

the pain — ^ ' 

For they sleep their last sleep, they have Kautz was to attack, as he did, with 
fought their last t>attle, his cavalry on the left (Con federate* 

No sound can awake them to glory right), 
again. 

From this letter (which tills eight 
And when even^was falling »n,«e the sad p,^^ ^^ ^y^^ Rebellion Re<-ord) the 

-Thry*!S'bringing the burden of dy- ^^Uowing extracts are taken, which, 

ingand dead;" whitet giving some idea of its char- 

And the still air was filled with our heart- acter, at the same time disclose some 

stricken mourning, interesting anil impoi-tant historical 

As they left with each household its fjj^.|^j^. 

"hope" or its "head." 

Tls over! never more will their musketry ^*You did not move until ."):;{() A. 

rattle! M., an hour after sunrise. You di«I 

We can only remember they sutl'ered not i*each the enemy's outer pickets 

in vain— until after 8 o'clock, and you made 

That they sleep their last sleep, they have no such demonsti*ation a^ cuuse<l any 

fought their last battle, alarm in Petereburg until 9 o'clock. 

No sound can awake them to glory as is evidenced by the fju»t that Gen. 

again. ^ Kautz's command captured a sc^hool- 

inaster, whom I have examined, who 

Then, daughters of Petersburg! bring ye was in his si^hool in Petei-sburg after 

bright flowers— 9 o'clock, when the tii-st alarm was 

But bring not the emblems of death criven. 

and the grave. ^*y<m further siiv in vour report 
Kaiseyouranthemsof praise to Heaven ^r* ^j^j,^ 

They'SLlTyrLtand together-the.se J'/\\ was undei-stood as essential 

slumbering brave. \*^*f ^^"^ ''^^?^\ »*^««1^^ }^ '\ ^1^^^' 

Not to c^nnon^s loud bcM>ming, nor mus- ^^'f^^ V^^^ to prevent reinforce- 

ketr>''s rattle ment« to the enemy Irom their lorces 

But the trump o/ the angel o'er moun- 1^" ^^"* ^'I'^'^'K "^y^h of the Appomat- 

tain and plain- ^ox only about two hours march 

Though "they sleep their last sleep" and ^"®^*^"^- 

"Aaw fought their last battle," **They Imd 7 miles to march to 

Shall "awake them" to life and to glory Petersburg, and .{ to the intrench - 

again. ments, while you had but 4 to march . 

If they used the same i-ate qf pro- 
Two days after the action, (ien. gress that you did, it would \k^ a 
Butler, greatly chagrined at the fail- matter of ea«y calculation at what 
ore of the move made on Petersburg time the enemy's i-e-inforc^ments 

i.1. ru.1 r 1 1^ J I would amvc. But vou lorget to 

on the 9th of June, addressed a lonir 4. 4. 4.1. * -4- 'i 

and very severe letter to (Ien. (iill- part that my artillery should open 
more, who command<Hl the tnwjps all along my line in an active de- 
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uionBtrdtion upon their forces^ to as he has told me, that he never did 

keep them before us while you made drive in the enemy's pickets at any 

your movement, and that that open- time during the day, much less at 6 
ing by me was to be upon the first o'clock in Sie morning, 
gun being heard from you, and I *'You say further, in your reiwrt, 
waited at the signal station with my that General Kautz was exi)ected to 
glass on where your column should reach the enemy's works at 9 o'clock, 
have been until nearly 9 o'clock. As it was understood that his march 
and then ox>ened immediately sb was was at least 15 miles to your 4, and 
agreed upon on hearing your first as he expressly said that he should 
gun, and with such effect that no only march upon a walk, how could 
forces left the front and x)a8sed to you suppose that he could accom- 
Petersburg until after you returned plish the 15 miles in nearly the same 
within your own intrenchments. time that it took you to accomplish 
This was made certain by the obser- the 4! You nowhere in your report 
vations of the signal officers, who say, nor is it true, that you or your 
commanded both the turnpike and brigade commander of the force un- 
the railroad, being the only commu- der your immediate command, with 
nication between the enemy in our which you were to make the real at- 
front and Petersburg. You have en- tack, saw any 20 rebel soldiers in 
deavored to state in your report any one body during this day. You 
what my orders to Gens. Kautz and saw no line of battle, nor did your 
Hinks were. That was no part of soldiers approach near enough the 
your report required by my order, enemy's works to ascertain whether 
I know what my orders to them were or not there was an abatis in front 
without any information from that of them, and the strength of them 
source. was only demonstrated upon another 

^^You further say in your report, part of the line, where they were 
^Hawley drove in the enemy's pick- ridden over by General Kautz with 
ets on the City Point road shortly his cavalry. 

after 6 A. m., and about 7 was be* * * * * * * * 
fore the enemy's works.' There must ^ ^Certain it is, made so from the 
certainly l)e a very grave mistake examination of prisoners captured 
here. You say in your dispatch to since, as well as before, that 4,500 
me that you moved at 5:30 a.m. of my best trooi)S under your com- 
You were then 4 miles from the ene- mand were kept at bay without an 
my 's works, and unless they advanc- attempt at attack, so far as you were 
ed their pickets much farther than concerned, by some 1,500 men, 600 
usual, and your rate of progress was only of which were Confederate 
much faster than when in your own troops, and the rest old men and 
lines, you could not have reached his boys, the grave and the cradle being 
pickets at 6 o'clock, nor could you robbed of about equal projwrtions 
have been before his works at 7, nor to comx)08e the force opposed to you. 
were you there at that time, because Without, at this moment, giving 
when before his works, when within words of characterization of the dis- 
cannon range, he ox)ened fire upon obedience of orders and your conduct 
you, and that first gim was much on the field, I submit this statement 
nearer 9 than 7. And Colonel Haw- of facts in review of your report, as 
ley will tell you, if you will ask him, you have requested me to do, most 
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of them known to myself, my chief 
eii^neer, my signal ofncers, and &a 
ofBwr of General Grant's stall', who 
was hei-e present, hearing the instrnc- 
tions and knowing what was done 
from your verbal report made in his 
presence npou your retnrn, to your 
careful consideraUou; and in conueo- 
tioii I will <5all yoni- attention to the 
fiict that after your return to my head ■ 
((iiarters, at 6 o'clock in the evening, 
and upon l>eing informed of what 
had happened to General Kaut'Z, you 
were very anxious to go out and find 
him with an escort of 60 cavalry, aud 
that you sent your body-gnard to 
my headquarters at 8:30 in the even- 
ing for that purpose, when I inforni- 
vd you that General Kautz had re- 
turned, having l)een inside the in- 
treuchments of Petsrsbnrg, It would 
seem that if when you were within 
five miles of him with 3,500 men you 
were not able to open commitnication 
with him, it was hardly worth while 
to try with a body-guard of 60, be- 
cause such an operation wonld have 
added wL'akness to him and not 
strength. 

"To have Ix>en obliged to review 
your report, point out some of its 
errors and inconsistencies, and to 
bring out the disobedience of orders, 
aft well in point of time as in action, 
to be obliged to dwell upon the de- 
taiht of this bumiliatiag failure, to 
probeauew theacut« wounds of hopet^ 
blasted when so much was expected, 
to be obliged to comment even with 
di«ervwl severity upon the actions 
of an offiper whose personal relations 
li»v(* l)een an pleasant as mine with 
you, has been a most painful task, to 
whifih nothing but » conviction of 
the stem nec««ity of a duty to the 
country to be done could have com- 
pi41cd me." 

Tn concluding the oRiclal story of 
the ninth of Juni'. il must b«; remem- 



bered that Col. Spear and other offl-j 
eers-who civme with the Federal eav-j 
airy to the i-avine about the wat«r^j 
works supposed the re^rvotr to bal 
a work of defense. They at les 
thought that there were military 
works of some kind — slwhulfJt — oa4 
the hill from which came the ('oo^|^ 
federate fire. 

In his supplemental report of Jim^ 
IS, 1HI>4, Col. Spear says: 

"The defenses in the imnie<liate 
fi-ont of the town consisted of a stocks I 
ade with earth-work in front, veiyB 
strong, and on my approach abooCl 
150 yards a most murderous fire o~ 
artillery and infantrj' wosopenixl on] 
me. Had the enemy reserved thisl 
fire for a few minutes longer the most 
fearful resnltsto my command would 
have ensued, aud I was compelled to 
fall baek under cover immediately.'" 

Lieut . J . Frank Cummings, of the J 
."Jth Pennsylvania Cavalry, and act-l 
ing assistant adjutant-general of theJ 
brigade commanded by Col. Spi>ar, | 
in his report of June 18, 18fi4, stiya:. 

' 'The next line of defenses consist- 1 
ed of stockades on very high blufib.1 
The battery that opened on the 8eo-r 
ond Cavalry brigade was behind the! 
stJ>okade«. The stockades were de-T 
feudal by both infantry aud artil-,j 
lery." 

To (complete the history of this day! 
an<l to show what was accomplished! 
by the aiK^eHsfiil lepulse of tJie as- 1 
sault made, there must be taken from J 
the pages of the Bebellion Uecord'] 
the following important passages from I 
the oflicial report of Gen, Gillmur^ f 
dated June 10, 1864, in which, giving J 
to Gen. Bntler, his superior ofii wr, aa I 
acc/>unt of his prepariitious for the 1 
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assault upon Petersburg on the IHh, engaged the troojifi on the right he 
lie says: • should enforce the intrenehments on 

**The following orders were given the left, enter the town, accomplish 
to (Jen. Hinks at this time: the desired destruction of property, 

*^ ^BRKiADiER-CiKNERAL HiXKK: and return. I was ordered to bring 

*^ Tn the attack al)out to take place back the infantry from the intrench - 
on the defenses of Petersburg you ment8 the same evening." 
are to take the Jordan's Point road, ..^, m- i. .u- t,. ^ 

following General Kautz until voii ^*" ^"^''" huMings, publw More,. 

strike that road. T'uless the attack ^'''^^^ ^i^roHH the Appomattox, depot* 
is made promptly and vigorously (ftirt rarft^^ were ^'«7/ to he deMroyed,-- 
there will be danger of failure, as The torch, presumablv, being the 
the enemy will reinforce Petersburg ^^^^ convenient, was intended to be 
from their liiu^ m front of General ., . . j. r :i j. ^' ^ 

Terrv. Should vou penetrate the ^^^^ mf^trument ot destruction, and 
town l)efore General Kautz, who is the whole city in that event would of 
to attack on the .Jerusalem road, coui-se have been in danger of con- 
the public buildings, public stores, Hagration. From aU this the old 
bridges across the Appomattox, de- ,^^^^ .,„^i ^^^.^^ less than a hundred 
pots and ciirs, are all to l>e destroyed. ^ ^^.^ • * r. ^ ,.. ,., , 
rommunieate with me on the (Ity and hfty ii. number, fighting like he- 

J*oint road. i*^^^^ under the gallant Archer, saved 

** *Q. A. GiLLMORE, thecity, when they fought untdlover- 

'' ^Major-General." powered at Rives' farm, and delayed 

**Tliis,'' suys(Ten.Gillniore, ^^wjis the Federal cavalry until Dearing 

the only Avritten order to (iren. Hinks. and Graham came to the rescue. 

(len. Kautz had received his orders (-an too much he said in cx)mmenda- 

from yourself in personal terms, tion of their splendid conduct on 

Thev were thjit while the infantrv that historic day ! G. S. B. 



Note.— The age of Mr. Wm. C. Banister go, urging that he could not hear the or- 

wae not forty-five, as stated in the note at ders. *If I cannot hear, I can fight—I can 

the foot of page 139, but fifty-five years. fire a gun,* he said. 'This is no time for 

Mrs. H. Noltenius, of Petersburg, Va., a any one to stand back. Every one that can 

daughter of this gailant gentleman, says: shoulder a muslcet must fight. The enemy 

**My father had been on duty out on the are now right upon us.* Bidding us good- 
lines on previous occasions, always against bye, he left the house. On the street near 
the entreaty of Ihe members of liis family, our gate was a man just from the lines. 
We thought his infirmity, deafness, ought Addressing him, my father (pointing to the 
to excuse him. Besides tliis, he was a bank lines) said, *My friend, you are needed in 
officer and over military age. When the this direction.* The man said, 'I am in on 
court-house bell, on the morning of the 9th leave.' *No leave,' replied my father /shoald 
of June, sounded the alarm, he was at his keep you in on such an occasion as this, 
place of business, in the old Exchange Bank, Every man should fight now.' I have been 
and we hoped he would not hear it. He got informed that as he came on up fromthe» 
information, however, of the condition of bank, he urged in the same way to goto thp^ 
things, and came at once home and inform- front all that he met that he thought capable^ 
ed us of his purpose to go out to the lines, of bearing arms. G. 8. B. 
My mother and myself besought him not to 
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JULY 30. 1864. 



AN ADDRESS DELIVERED BEFORE A. P. HILL CAMP OF CONKED- 
EHATE VETERANS, OF FETERSBURCi, VA., ON THE i>4th OF 
, JUNE, 1890, BY MR. GEORCJE S. BERNARD. 



G0MRADB8 : up, or burying under the debris of 

It was my fortune, as a earth and timber, between two hun- 
member of the Petersburg dred and fifty and three hundred 
Biflemen, Company E, 12th Virginia officers and men occupying the works 
Infantry, Gen. Wm. Mahone's brig- at this point, making therein a huge 
ade, to take part in the memorable chasm, described in the report of the 
engagement known as ''The Battle Committee on the Conduct of the War 
of the Crater," and it is now pro- as "from 160 to 200 feet in length, 
posed to give some account of the about GO feet in width, and from 
action — to tell a war story from the 25 to 30 feet in depth," and aptly 
stand-point of a high private in the called "a crater," from its resem- 
rear rank, supplementing informa- blance to the mouth of a volcano, 
tion within my personal knowledge Mahone's brigade was occupying the 
with some material drawn from other breast- works on the Willcox farm 
Bources believed to be reliable, this immediately south of our city, say, 
being necessary to a proper under- about a point which would be reach- 
standing of what will be told. ed by a prolongation of Adams street. 
On Saturday morning, the 30th of The site of the "Crater," as is well 
July^ 1864, when the mine under known to probably all now present, 
the angle in the Confederate works is east of the Jerusalem plank road 
around Petersburg known as "EUi- and about a half mile south-east from 
ott*s salient," was exploded, blowing Blandford cemetery, being located 
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a short distance beyond our city lim- a staff-officer rides rapidly pastns; 

its in the county of Prince George, Gen. Mahone's headquarters, which 

on the farm of Mr. T. B. Griffith. were at the Branch house, just west 

Some time during the night pre- of the Willcox farm, is the point of 

ceding the explosion, our brigade destination of this staff-officer, who 

received orders to be "ready to move is Col. Charles S. Venable,! aid-de- 

at a moment*s warning," which, of camp to Gen. Lee. Col. Yenable is 

course, indicated that something was bearing a message to Gen. Mahone, 

expected requiring a movement of who was then, as he had been since 

the command. the wounding of Gen. Longstreetat 

It was well understood that the the battle of the Wilderness, in corn- 
enemy were mining somewhere on mand of Anderson's division, which 
our line, but exactly at what point was composed of the brigades of 
was not known. A counter-mine Gen. William Mahone (Virginians), 
was made by the Confederates sev- Gen. A. B. Wright (Georgians), Gen. 
eral hundred yards to the right of J. C.C.Saunders (Alabamians), Gen. 
the Crater, near the point at which N. H. Harris (Mississippians), and 
the Confederate breast-works cross Gen. Joseph Finegan (Floridians). 
the Jerusalem plank road, as may be The message borne to Gen. Ma- 
seen at this time. At the Elliott sa- hone is to send at once two of his 
lient a counter-mine was begun, but brigades to the support of Gen. Bush- 
was abandoned for want of proper rod B. Johnson, who commanded 
tools. that part of the Confederate lines 

The explosion took place between embracing the works now in the en- 
day-break and sunrise (4:44 A. m. was emy's hands, 
the exact time), and the impression Very soon, under orders received, 
made upon those hearing it may be the men of Mahone's brigade of 
likened to that of the nearly simul- Virginians and Wright's brigade of 
taneous discharge of several pieces Georgians began to drop back from 
of artillery. The concussion of the their places in the breast-works, one 
atmosphere was unusual. We were by one, into the corn-field immedi- 
all soon in the breast- works. Some- ately in their rear, and when they 
thing extraordinary we knew had were well out of sight of the enemy, 
happened. Soon a report came down the line was formed and the two 
the line from the direction of the brigades marched to the Bagland 
scene of action that a mine had been house,^ were there halted and the 
exploded and a part of our works men were directed to divest them- 

blown up and was occupied by the ' i j>rof. Chas. S. VenaWe. of theTnlvenity o(xi 

enemy. , , , , *Th« Ragland house stood on the west 

A little after six O clock, when side of the plank road and on the south side 

the Crater had been in the enemy's «' New Road some three or four hundred 

*' yards In front of the present residence oi 

possession for more than an hour, Mr. John j. Cocke. 
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selves of knapsacks, blanket-rolls led to the Crater salient. I left him 

and other baggage, an order which ** ^^^^ point, to report to Gen. Lee, 

to the veteran plainly bespoke sen- J^^, meantime had come to the 

1 J i.u i. • 1.1- M. front. I found him sitting with Gen. 

ons work, and that in the near fu- Hill, among the men in the lines, at 

^'^re.t a traverse near the River salient. 

In a written statement made by When I told him of the delivery of 

Col. Venable in 1872, referring to ^^^ message, and that Gen. Mahone 

(be carrying of the message from ^^^ concluded to lead the two brig- 

n Ti./-« TiTi- t ades himself, he expressed gratinca- 

Gen. Lee to Gen. Mahone, he says: |.Jqjj »» ' '^ ° 

"He sent me directly to Gen. Ma- t 1.1. -d i j u 

hone (saying that to save time the Leading the Ragland house we 

order need not be sent through Gen. marched along the edge of the hills 

A. P. Hill), with the request that he skirting Lieutenant Bun to New 

would send, at once, two of the bri- road, or Hickory street, and entered 

gwles of his division to the assist- this road a hundred or two more yards 

aoce of Gen. Johnson. I rode rap- ^ # xi_ i. . j i.i_- 

idly to Gen. Mahone's Une, and de- ®^t o' ^^e bndge over this run, 

liTered my message. He immedi- then marched westwardly to within 

itely gave orders to the commanders a few yards of the bridge, and then 

of the Virginia and Georgia brig- filed northwardly down the ravine 

•dee to move to the sahent and re- ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^j^^ ^, ^j^^ ^ ^^ Han- 

port to Gen. Johnson. The troops , , ^ i_ » \ i j • j 

moved promptly, the Virginia brig- ^^^ » (^^^ Jackson s) old ice pond, 

ade (Gen. D. A. Weisiger) in front, here entered a military foot-path 

We rode on together at the head of leading along the pond eastward to 

tke column, Gen. Mahone giving in- the head of the pond, thence filed 

stmctions to his officers and inquir- ^„„i.,„„«Ji„ „^ « *«^-*.^ ni^«r.. fv»^ 

ing as to the condition of thin^ at ^^^^^^dly up a ravine along the 

the saUent. When we reached the ^^^^ military foot-path to the Jeru- 

GM5h orchard, in rear of the Rag- salem plank road. We are now at a 
d house, noticing that the men point a few feet from the south-west- 
were encumbered with their knap- ern corner of the Jewish cemetery 
sacks, he halted the column and m ,^ ^^„ ^^,i xi ^ v.^«u;^« ^# ^\^^ 
eausecl both brigades to put them- ^' ^^^y* *^^ ^^^ position of the 
selves in battle trim. While the men foot-path in this ravine along which 
were throwing aside their knapsacks, we came is yet plainly marked. 

he turned to me and said, 'I can't ^^ the plank road we are halted 

send my brigades to Gen. Johnson , . 11^ . . 

-I will go with them myself.' He ^""^ counter-march by regiments 

then moved the column towards the thereby placing each regiment with 

opening of the covered way, which its left in front. Here we see on the 



fMr. Geo. W. Ivoy, of Richmond, Va., a a gallant fellow, who was struck with a 

meoiber of Co. A, 12th Va. regiment, in a shell, which tore a leg from the p<K)r fellow. 

9tol6fDent furnished in December, 1800, I h>ok back and can see him in his agony 

describing the march from the breast-works reel and fall, exclaiming, 'Oh! my poor mo- 

to thA Crater, and referring to this pait ther! What will she do ?' But duty called 

of It, says: **We unloaded (knapsacks) un- us and wh obeyed, leaving our comrade to 

&tr a terrlflc flre and I was near a sergeant die as easy as was possible under the treat- 

of Ui*> 41st regiment, a young Scotclimnn, ment of our surgeon." 
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roadside Gen. Malione, with other nation is an extremely g^ve one. 
officers, dismounted, their horses His own little force of two brigades 
standing near by. Mahone had then then approaching in the covered 
reported to Gen. Beauregard at the way, if assailed in this position would 
headquartersofGen. Johnson, which be inevitably cut to pieces and des- 
were at the old house which until a troyed. So Mahone orders Courier 
few years ago stood on the crest of the J. H. Blakemore^ to go at once back 
hill a short distance north-west from and bring up the Alabama brigade 
the north-west corner of Blandford (Saunders*) to come by the same 
cemetery and near the road leading route which the Virginia and Geor- 
southwardly up the hill to the ceme- gia brigades had taken, 
tery. It was now about half past WhilstGen. Mahone is at the knoll 
eight o'clock,* and the enemy were surveying the enemy and arranging 
just as they had been for nearly four for the attack, we are cautiously ap- 
hours, in quiet occupation of the proaching the ravine along the cov 
Crater, with about one hundred and ered way. At the angles, where the 
fifty yards of our breast- works to the enemy could see a moving colomn 
south and some two hundred yards with ease, the men are ordered to 
of these works to the north of the run quickly by, one man at a time, 
Crater, reaching down to the foot of which wais done for the double pur- 
the hill on the noi-th side. To these pose of concealing the approach of 
limits on either side the Confeder- a body of troops and of lessening 
ates occupying the lines north and the danger of passing rifle balls at 
south of the Crater confined them, these exposed points. 

Gen. Mahone, having had the reg I should have mentioned that thert> 
iments counter-march at the Jerusa- was constant shelling as we moved 
lem plank road, goes ahead along along our route from the breast- 
the covered way leading directly works at Willcox*s farm, but we were 
across the road, south-eastwardly to well protected by the shelter of in- 
the ravine in rear and west of the tervening hills. As we passed the 
Confederate works now occupied by Hannon pond, I remember seeing a 
the enemy. Ascending the little solid shot, or shell, fired from one of 
knoll at the point where the ravine the enemy's guns descend into the 
is entered by another smaller ravine water but a few feet from our mov- 
or guUey, into which the zig-zag cov- ing line. 

ered way led and terminated, he sees Arriving at the ravine, we found 
the Confederate works filled to over- Gen. Mahone standing near the 
fiowing with Federal troops, and mouth of the gully into which the 
counting eleven regimental flags, es- covered way led and along which 
timates the Federal force in posses- we were filing into the ravine, now 
sion as at least 3,000 men. The sit and then exchanging a word of et^- 

*Pn)bHbly botwoon 8[ and .sA a. m. j. .i. h. Itlukt-mun'. of New York. 
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tut witli aome pasaing- offi- 
nin the rankn.*-!- 
raviae axe aome urtilleiy 
' one or more morturti iu pu 
id I liave a atroug- iiii|jre9 
il saw skirting the alope of 
i sltKbt liue of bi-ttiutt-wurkH 
>ked as if it )iad beeu madu 
aiog' (or tuinporiiry shelter 
orking: with their bayonets,* 
tie line of battle i^ formed, 
Tirgiiua on the left of the 
the 6th Vir^nin on the 
I bng«de sharp-shooters on 
:be 6th. The micUUe regi 
tre the mth, the 41st and 
Qlttt beiuir the centre regi 

field to-day may bo seen u 
marks the position of the 
hia line of battle. 
06 formed, we udvaueed 
nly yards up the slope of 
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the hill uud lie Hat on our fiwun- 
this position we are concealed frodl 
the view of the enemy, now two \\am 
ilred yards iu onr front. 

Uur brigade is under the command" 
of Col. D. A. Weisiger,'' colonel of H 
12th, whilst the I'Jth is commanded 
by Capt. Richard W. Jones,* the (Jth 
by Col. Geo. T. Kogers,^ the IGth 
by Capt. L. R. Kilby," the 4l8t by 
Major Wui. H. Etherldge," and the 
fiUtbyLieiil.-CoI.Wm.H. Stewart. ' 
The shftr|)-shooters arc commaude< 
by Capt. Wallace Broad bent." 
few minutes after we lake the recum^ 
bent position, Capt. Dmry A. Hii 
tou,l" aeting aid-de-cump of CoI.il 
ft'eisiger, walks along the lii: 
directs the i-egimeutid officers to in- 
struct the men to reserve their tire 
until the enemy are reached. As 
soon as Capt. Hiuton passed down 
the line Capt. Jones stepped out in 



down tlic rv-infoi'diitt ditch ttiat 
llculiir ti)ih« vvorku," naye Llout. 
ylor.<-r NiiiTriik. V«..afljut»nt of 
KlnlH leglniiTit. lii a stnU-niwnt 
IBth. INHIJ. '-1 saw (iwi. Mnttonr 
V rormi'il liy Ihia ditch uuil llin 
ID parallel to Uw witrktt. As wv 
right he iiinOi- Humu miuuiii'itu- 
t, addlnic, 'Oiv.' ihtim th>- biijo- 

la, H. Cro*>. of Norfolk. Xa... u 
Co. A. Itith Vlriftuia t'eilluient. 
9 publiell<^d In the- Phiindi^lphlit 
T about Scptouiber. inai.eara- 
wae passed in thiit Mibdimd tone 
Lu9 ■ st<>r(i iitirpotii; ho 'Ax tiayo- 
\y thoac to whnni the thought 
■tl un ■■xtrii turn wiw taken on 
row whlrh holds th<- bn.vonxt- 
e gun. Th>' thought o( iiaving 
'unahlppAtI' tliMhi»tl ucroMi Lhf 
id, and hiM right hand inalinu- 
it hlo iMtrtridgfi-box ttnd the [hik- 

«ruvii|t>d against." 
. MuUaHtei'. of Cnluniliia. S. 
tt thu 17th S. C. regluient. who 
Elllutl'B brigade att^r he <EI1I. 
■, iiH>f that he «ent Col. 



Smith, ot the iiith S. C. with his (Ci>l. 
fimith'al reglini^nt ntid thice uompaules of 
his (Col. MoMaster'al reglint-at undnr Capt, 
Clawfoi'd. to thlfi plaiiP aoon after thp Ughl 
ooiumonced, early In tho niornlDtt. and that 
these works wsre thinwn up hy those men. 

Col. MiiMaster saye^ 

*'I ordered Col. Smith Iv laku hU ruK'- 
munt, with thrue compaiileB of the Shvi-h- 
toenth undur Capt. Crawford (which then 
wvrt^ larger than thi; Twoiity- Sixth r«gt- 
iii^nti to torm In the ravine i o rear ot the Crn - 
tur. and cover up the Kap. Uicrt- to lie down 
and rise up and Are when niH:«e»»ry,M> as t(> 

Krsvaiit the pnt<(ny from ruuhlng down thr- 
ill and g<>ttlng in the nmr of our tlnee. 
This order was promplly Metrutad, and gave 
the remainder ot Stivuntiranth fii th»- main 
trcnuh more room in uw thoir ttune," 

I. WdslgBr 



L 



Col. Gl .J 

. Oipt. L. R. Kllhy. 

«.i »._, n. EiturKlgc, of Jiortolk, Vn. 

. .— SWWMf -^ " ■- " 

, Cftpi. Wm. WftlUca 

IP, InHgr nmrj- 



'i. Cot. Geo. T. RoKSn. ol frlDCias Anno 
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front of us, as we lay on tbe ground, to the officers you delivered a stir- 
and, with great coolness of manner, ri^iT address to this ejfifect: 'The en- 
said: "Men, you are called upon to ^^^^ ^^^7® our works. The line of 
, , "^ . ^ . men which we have here is the only 
charge and recapture our works, barrier to the enemy's occupying the 
now in the hands of the enemy, city of Petersburg. There is no- 
They are only one hundred yards thing to resist his advance. Upon 
distant. The enemy can fire but one ?s devolves the duty of driving him 

voile, before the work, .re reached. lTr^!iS.I£J'&(S^SSI 

At the command forward every man lin^g ^^ j^^^^^ carry his position 
is expected to rise and move forward immediately by assaulting it. If we 
at a double-quick and with a yell, don't carry it by the first attack we 
Every man is expected to do his will rene^ the attack as long as there 
^ L yy 18 a man of us left or until the 

i^'. works are ours. Much depends 

This short address, delivered un- upon prompt, vigorous, simultaneous 

der the gravest of circumstances, movements.' I do not profess to 
was impressive in the extreme, and ^i^© your words, but your address 
well calculated to nerve up the men ^^,4 orders were given with such pe- 
.,.,.,. I mu J culiar emphasis and under such un- 
to do their best work. The words p^essive circumstances that the sen- 
and manner of the speaker sank timents were indelibly inscribed on 
deep in my memory. my mind. I at once placed myself 

How Capt. Jones came to deliver i^ front of my command and had 

this address is explained in a letter bayonets fixed. I explained to them 

..^ , , . , V, ,, , . the character of our work and per- 

wntten by him to Gen. Mahone from ji^^g position of our army." 

Oxford, Miss., under date of Janu- cirphe works are only one hundred 

ary 3rd, 1877 : yg^^.jg distant," said Capt. Jones-a 

"On getting my regiment in posi- ^tunate mistake. They were, in 

tion m the ravine, your courier de- •i.e^i.i. u jj jj- 

livered me a message to report to P^^^] ^^ '^^^' *^^ hundred yards dis- 

you at the right of the brigade. I tant* 

went immediately, walking in front "The enemy can fire but one vol- 
of the brigade, and found all of the ley before the works are reached.*' 
other regimental commanders before A timely reminder was this, as, whilst 
you when I arrived. At that mo- advising the men of the gravity of 
ment you gave the order to have the ., ., .... j .i # *! 
Georgia brigade moved up rapidly *^^ situation, it warned them of tbe 
to its position on tbe right of the great importance of a quick move- 
Virginia brigade, and then turning ment towards the foe.*** 

*For twonty-threo years my impression them, like myself, thought the distance 
and belief was that the works were about only one hundred yards, 
one hundred yards distant. In June of 1888 fC^^P^- Jones, afterwards major of the 
I visited tho gro«md and carefully noted it. 12th, having received a copy of this portion 
To my amazement I discovered that the dis- of this address, writes as follows: "I thiuk 
tance was double what I would have sworn you give the substance of my orders, ex- 
it was. So surprised was I at this discovery cept that I charged them (my command) 
I asked several of my comrades who were specially to fix bayonets and not to stop to 
in the charge what was their recollection as fire a gun until wo wore at the works." 
to the distance, and found that several of 



THE RATTLE OF THE CRATE ft. l.V> 



Let me here mention an incident: and closing with the enemy in the 
Lying next to my right was a young quickest possible time, every man 
friend, Emmet Bntts,^ a member of feeling that to halt or falter for a 
the bar of our city. His proper po- moment on the way was fatal. 
sition was on my left. Having a su- The charge was prbbably as splen 
perstitiooB belief that the safest place did as any of which history has 
for a man in battle is generally bis made record. Just as we were well 
proper place, I said to my friend, over the brow of the hill, I cast my 
"Emmet, suppose we change places ? eyes to the right, and I will ever 
I am in yours and you in mine." carry a vivid impression of the rapid, 
"Certainly," was his reply, with a but steady and beautiful, movement 
pleasant smile, and we then changed of the advancing line of some 800 
places. I never saw the poor fellow men — the greater part of whom, be- 
alive afterwards. Soon after reach- ing to my right, were within the 
in^ the works he fell, his forehead range of my vision— as our five Vir- 
pieroed with a minie ball. ginia regiments, their five battle- 

Lnmediately after Capt. Jones de- flags, borne by as many gallant 
liTered his address the expected color-bearers, floating in the bright 
command "forward" was given— by sun-light of that July morning, and 
whom I could not of my personal the battalion of sharp-shooters 
knowledge say. Each man sprang double-quicked across the field they 
to his feet, and moved forward, as were unconsciously making famous. 
commanded, at a double-quick, and a Federal soldier thus describes 
with a yelL the charge : 

The line was about two hundred c^he Second brigade had hardly 
yards in length when it started for- raised their heads when the cry 
ward, but with the men moving at broke out from our men : ^The rebels 
riighUy different paces and length- are charging! Here they come!* 

eniB^ out a little on the right as the ^PJ'^}''^ ^? *^® *^^^^^ »^^ a splen- 

. , r . . J u u J. did line of gray coming up the ra- 

nght regiments and sharp-shooters ^^ »^^ ^^^ /^^ Their left was 

obliqaed to the right towards the nearly up to the bomb-proofs and 
Crater, before we were half across their line extended ofl^ into the smoke 
the field, the line had probably as far as we could see. They were 

lengthened a hundred or two feet, S^""^"? ' *°^ ,^^^^°^ ^^^^ ^ ^.«^- 
?., ji.i. L M L We all saw that they were going 
and widened to twenty feet or more, straight for the Second brigade.^' 
and the men thus moving forward | See address of Lieut. Freeman S. 
with open ranks, no spectacle of war Bowley,!- delivered November 6, 
oooldwell have been more inspirit- 1889, before the California command- 
ing than the impetuous charge of ^ ""^ ^""^^^ 1^^^^^° ^' ^^^ ^'""'^^ 
this column of veterans, every man ®®'^ 

of whom appreciated the vital im- Getting within ten paces of the 
portance of. getting to the works 



11. R. Emmet Butti. of Petorsburg. Va. Cal 



12. Capt. Freeman S. Bowley. of San Fniiicl»co, 



i:>r, ^yAR talks of confederate veterans. 



ends of the little ditches or traver- their own breast-works. Many, 

ses, which led out perpendicularly however, were taking shelter behind, 

from the main trench of our breast- that is, oq the east side, or outside, 

works some ten or fifteen paces, to of our breast- works, as I cotdd see 

my surprise I saw a negro soldier from the tops of their caps, just over 

getting up from a recumbent posi- the parapet. Into a squad of those 

tion on the ground near my feet. I saw retreating to their own works 

He was the first colored soldier I I fired my rifle, and not stopping to 

ever saw, and this was my first note the damage done by my shot, 

knowledge of the fact that negro or to enquire who was thereby hut, 

troops were before us. I had not I jumped into one of the little 

then fired my rifle, and I might ditches leading out from the msb 

easily have killed this man, but, re- trench. This ditch was about as 

garding him as a prisoner, I had no deep as I was high and about eigh- 

disposition to hurt him. Looking teen inches wide. Proceeding down 

then directly ahead of me, within it towards the trench, or main ditdi, 

thirty feet of where I stood, I saw I was suddenly confronted by a ne- 

in the trench of the breast-works gro soldier at the other end of it, 

crowds of men, white and black, standing with his gun pointed to- 

witb arms in their hands, as closely wards me at "a ready," and looking 

jammed and packed together as we me in the face with a grin on his. 

sometimes see pedestrians on the As may be imagined, I was now 

crowded sidewalk of a city, and in quite a predicament. What 

seemingly in great confusion and should I do ? Shoot the fellow I 

alarm. I distinctly noticed the coun- could not — my gun, having been 

tenances and rolling eyes of the ter- just fired, was empty. Bayonet him 

ror-stricken negroes. I particularly I could not, as I had no bayonet on 

noticed in the hands of one of the my gun. I had lost my bayonet at 

frightened creatures the new silk of a the battle of the WildemesSy and, 

large and beautiful stand of cAlors, glad of having done so, as I was 

the stafl* swaying to and fro as the thus lawfully relieved of that mnoh 

color-bearer, his eyes fixed in terri- weight on a march, I had never 

fied gaze at his armed adversaries, bothered myself about getting 

was being pushed and jostled by his another, never having expeoted to 

comrades. With my gun still load- get close enough to an armed enemy 

ed I might have fired into this mass to need it. Nor could I dub this 

of men, but I regarded these also man — the narrowness of the ditch 

as practicaUy our prisoners. Cast- prevented. Nor could I torn my 

ing my eyes upon the ground over back upon him with safety. Bat 

and beyond the breast- works— east there was a protecting hand to save 

of them I mean — I there saw large me. Just in front of me, and to my 

numbers of the enemy retreating to right, was a large recess in the earth, 
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perpeodiculnr to the little ditch in 
which I stood, .ind parallel to the 
main ditch or trench, large enough 
^Sor a. horse to stand in, say, eight 
|i feet in length, fonr in width uud of 
i;the same depth with the little ditch. 
,1 Into this recess, by a rapid stride to 
|,Mny front and right. I made njy way 
'And there loaded my ritle in the 
^.quickest posible time — no nauzzle- 
|( loader was ever loaded in less time. 
1,1 was now less than five feet from a 
{Itcench foil of Federal soldiers witli 
jliArms in their hands, and was in a 
ipoeition critical and perilouti in the 



Jaat as I got into this place I dis 
covered near me, at my feet, a ne 
gro soldier, who immediately began 
jito most earnestly beg me not to kill 
"Master, don't kill me ! Mas 
Iter, don't kill me ! I'll be your slave 
Las long as I hve. Don't kill me! " 
be most piteously cried, whilst I 
wa« rapidly loading ray gun, and he 
idoubtless snppoRed that it^ nest 
lliflbot was intended for himself. "Old 
LtDaD, I do not intend to kiU yon, 
ilmtyou desen'e to be killed," wan 
U<my reply. [ addressed him as "old 
iSian," as he was apparently over the 
iiDiiHtary age, and to my then young 
[^es seemed old. All the time he 
tiTAs begging for his life he was 
etinging at my feet. As soon as 1 
IlKBtired him 1 did not propose to 
lolest him, he began to vigorously 
l&n a poor wounded Confederate 
>ldier, doubtless one of ElUott's 
Men who held the breast-works at 
\4be time of the explosion, lying on 
back apparently /" e.rfre7»)/<. I 



thought he was dying. Manifestly, 
the old negro's idea was that this 
attention to the helpless Confede 
rate would serve to protect him 
against other in-coming Confede- 
rates. 

In the absence of evidence as to 
his identity, it cannot be positively 
afGrmed that this old fellow was not 
the ei-preac her referred to by Lieut. 
Bowley in his address before the 
Californiacommandery of the Loyal 
Legion of the United States in the 
following paragraph : 

"Among the sergeants of my 
company was one, .Imin H. Offer by 
name, who had been a preacher on 
the eastern shore of Maryland. Re 
exerted great influence over the 
men, and he deemed the occasion a 
fitting one to offer some remarks, 
and assuming his 'Sunday voice' he 
began ; 

'■ 'Now men, dis am gwine to be 
a gret fight, de gretest we seen yit; 
gret things is 'pending on dis fight; 
if we takes Petersburg, mos' likely 
we'll take Richmond and 'stroy Lee's 
army an' close de wah. Eb'ry man 
had orter \iS up his soul in pra'r for 
a strong heart. Oh, 'member de 
pore oolor'd people ober dere in 
bondage; oh, member dat Oineral 
Grant, and Gineral Burnside, and 
Gineral Meade, an' all de gret gin- 
erals is right ober yander a watch- 
in' ye, and member dat I'ge a 
watchin' ye, and any skulker ia a 
gwine ter git prod ob dis bayonet; 
you heah me!' " 

About the time I got my rifie 
loaded, Comrade John R. Turner,'-^ 
the esteemed adjutant of our camp, 
then a member of my company, 
came into the recess, and certainly 
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one and possibly two other Confed- caps only being visible, and there 
erates.^ were at the same time others of the 

Ready now to give the enemy a enemy retreating across the open 
shot, I looked around the comer to- fieW between our works and theirs, 
wards the place near the intersect- ^^^ a* these I fired this, my second 
ion of the ditch with the trench shot, and again re-loaded, 
where I saw the fellow who pointed About this time a conference took 
his gun and grinned at me, but he place between Comrade Turner and 
was not to be seen. All I could see myself as to the propriety of remain* 
in this direction were the ends of ing in the place where we then 
rifles and bayonets held by men in stood. The suggestion was then 
the trench concealed from my view made that we fall back to our line, 
by the angle of the trench and small I mean that part of it represented 
ditch. Whilst I was making this by the Petersburg Riflemen, all or 
observation a Federal soldier in the the greater part of whom, we be- 
trench near this angle fired his gun, lieved, were standing or lying at or 
and its muzzle was close enough to near the ends of the ditches leading 
the dry earthen angle to make the out from the trench. We agreed, 
dust rise in the air as the wind of however, that, whilst we were in a 
the exploding rifle-charge knocked very dangerous position, it was our 
away a part of the sharp corner of safest. Besides this, a backward 
the trench and ditch at this angle, movement, by even as few as two 

Finding in this direction nothing men, might have started others, per- 
at which to shoot, although only a baps the whole line, to falling back, 
wall of some five feet intervened be- So we concluded to remain where 
tween the place where I stood and we were. Had we attempted to fall 
a ditch full of men in blue, I stood back, we would have gone from a po- 
tip-toe and looked eastward towards sition in which we were compara- 
the ground beyond our breast-works, tively safe (unless our whole line 
Here I saw numbers of the enemy li^d been beaten back) to one of 
crowding around the outer or east- great danger, and would probably 
ward part of our works, apparently have lost our lives, 
three or four deep, the tops of their Both of us now fired several shots 



*My impression has always been that by the wounded Confederate we may safely 

Sergt. W. W. Tayleure (of whom hereafter) infer that he was not as near death's door 

was one of the other Confederates. Since as for over twenty-flve years I believed him 

this paragraph was written, Sergt. Tayleure to have been, but it is to be hoped that he 

(now a resident of Brooklyn, N. Y.) has is to-day somewhere in this world alive and 

visited Petersburg and informed me that in sound health. Strange to say, Sergt. 

my impression was correct, as he distinctly Tayleure has no recollection of seeing either 

recollects the old negro's vigorous fanning Comrade Turner or myself in this recess, 

of the wounded Confederate as the latter nor does Comrade Turner recollect seoiog 

would say to him, "D— n you, fan me fast," Sergt. Tayleure, the wounded Confederate 

and the old fellow would reply, "Yez, sir, or the old negro, 
yez, sir;" from the use of which language 
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from this place, probably three or might have pierced his victim and 
four. I then thought I would take struck some of the many Confede- 
an enfilading fire at the enemy in rates immediately in its range, 
the trench to my right, who were jn ^ ^^^^^ ^^^ I witnessed anoth- 
plain view, there being an angle in ^^ ^^^^ ^^jj^jj ^^^^ ^y y^gj ^^ 
the breast-works to our right, the g^i^ . j^gj ^^ont the outer end of 
recess m which Comrade Turner ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^jji^.^ j j^^^j entered 
and myself stood being so located ^^^^ ^ ^^^^0 soldier, a non-com- 
as to enable us, when on tip-toe, missioned officer (I noticed distinct 
to look south-eastwardly down the ly ^^^ cheverons), begging for his 
trench towards the Crater, some jjfe t^^ Confederate soldiers, who 
seventy-five yards to our right. ^^^^ ^y him, one of them staking 
When taking a survey of this part ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^itl, a steel ramrod 
of the trench I saw men struggling the other holding a gun in his hand 
there, which indicated that some of ^jj^ ^^:^^^ he seemed to be trying 
our men opposite that part of the j^ ^^^ ^ al^ot ^^ tj^e ^^^^ The 
breast-works had eflfected an en- ^j^^ ^jjij jj^^ ^^^ fjjg^ jt ^t the ne- 
trance therein. Seeing this I de- ^^^ b^t ^j^ ^ot geem ^ seriously 
termined to withhold my proposed -^^^^^^ 1,^^ ^ jjg Q^jy clapped his 
shot down the trench. Just at this j^^^^ ^ ^is hip where he appeared 
time, looking to my left, I saw Fed- ^ i.^^^ been shot, and continued to 
eral soldiers coming out of. and ^eg for his life. The man with the 
many of our men passing into, the ramrod continued to strike the negro 
trench along the little ditch by which therewith, whilst the fellow with the 
Comrade Turner and myself had en- ^^^ deliberately re-loaded it, and, 
terod ; whereupon I went at once placing its muzzle close against the 
mto the trench into which the Con- gtomach of the poor negro, fired, at 
federates were now entering in num- ^^^^^ the latter feU Ump and lifeless 
bers from the little ditches up and ^t the feet of the two Confederates, 
down the line. It ^as a brutal, horrible act, and 

Casting my eyes up the line to- those of us who witnessed it from 
wards the Crater I saw Confederates our position in the trench, a few 
beating and shooting at the negro feet away, could but exclaim : ''That 
soldiers, as the latter, terror-stricken, is too bad! It is shocking!'' Yet 
rushed away from them. I saw one this, I have no doubt, from what I 
negro i-unning down the trench to saw and afterwards heard, was but 
wards the place where several of us a sample of many other bloody 
stood, and a Confederate soldier tragedies during the first ten min- 
jost in bis rear drawing a bead on utes after our men got into the 
him as he ran. The Confederate trench, many of whom seemed infu- 
fired at the poor creature, seeming- riated at the idea of having to tight 
ly heedless of the fact that his bullet negroes. Within these ten minutes 
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the whole floor of the trench was the order, ''to keep their heads 
strewn with the dead bodies of ne- down ;" an order which was obeyed 
groes, in some places in such num- with a will, as nearly every man 
bers that it was difficidt to make standing in the trench was supplied 
.one's way along the trench without with several guns, his own and one 
stepping on them. or more of the hundreds of captur- 

But the works are not yet ours, ed guns which lay all along the 
To the north of the Crater anH in trench. Not only when the charge 
the ditches immediately behind and was made, but all of the time after 
west of it, the Confederates were in our men got in the trench did they 
possession ; but the Crater itself is fire from our breast-works at the eu- 
held by a large number of the ene- emy whenever they showed them- 
my, several hundred of them, not selves along the crest or rim of tbe^ 
yet ready to surrender. There were Crater, as they constantly did, or- 
also yet some fifty yards of our whenever they attempted to run tb 
works south of the Crater in the en- gauntlet from the Crater across th€ 
emy's possession. To drive out field to their own works, a move 
these, about ten o'clock — a little ment which was attempted by man 
more than an hour after the charge and by some successfully, 
made by the Virginia brigade — About the crest of the Crater, nex^"^ 
Wright's brigade of Georgians was to the Federal lines, might be seeMU 
ordered forward from the same ra- sometimes a man from the outside 
vine from which the Virginia charg- climbing over to get within the Cra- 
ed, but such was the severity of the ter, and sometimes a man from the 
fire the men of this gallant brigade inside (jlimbiug over to get outside, 
were forced to oblique to the left I remember seeing a gallant Fede 
and take shelter amoDg the works ral officer mount the edge of the 
now in the hands of the Virginians, Crater at this point and with con 
thus faiUug in their attempt. When spicuous bravery wave his glittering 
this charge was about to be made sword overhead as if calling on his 
the Virginians in the trench were men to follow him — a sight which 
notified and directed to tire upon commanded my admiration, as it 
the enemy in their front as rapidly must have done that of all who wit- 
as possible, in the language of nessed it.* 



*There were many brave Federal sol- "Shell, grape and musket baUs swept the 

dlers who undertook to pass from their crest and the field between the Grater and 

works to the Crater to bring water to their our breast-works, so that three out o/ 

comrades. every four who tried to run the gauntlet to 

Mr. Howard Astou, of Zanesville, Ohio, our lines were struck'down. Notwithstand- 

who, as a sergeant in Co. F, 13th Ohio ing this I saw two bravo fellows come in 

Volunteer Cavalry, serving as infantry in safe with ammunition tied up in shelter 

Hartrauft's brigade of Wilcox's division, tents. I also saw two men (I wish I knew 

participated in the battle of the Crater, in their names and regiment) take a lot of 

an account of the action, published in the canteens and start back to our lines for 

Zanesville Courier of July ^.'^rd. 18JJ2. says : water. In about half an hour one of them 




wdalger H-asan impeluoUB, dashiiiB Dinn. itmoii, 
" On the bloody fieW of Mai vera Hill, one of Uie neVBraat batUes of tbu war. [lie Vlq[iiii*~^ 
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conunlsaioD at a biigadier-gencnil. dating tVou 
conduct on tbls and previous ocL'aalona bad a 
ofourbrtgade." P. 17». 



gallant Soutbemer. Capt V. J. B. OliartaTtl 
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An incident occurred about this soldier, as indeed did Tayleure, hap- 
time, or a little later in the mom- pened to be standing on the floor 
mgy that I have often recalled, of the trench. Tayleure asked him 
Happening in my immediate pres- why he did not get up on the step 
ence, it yery deeply impressed me. and fire at the enemy. Johnson's 
In my company two men, Orderly high spirit promptly resented the 
Sergeant W. W. Tayleure and Pri- imputation against his courage im- 
▼ate Buck Johnson,^ of the Pe- plied in this question, and he used 
tersburg Biflemen, came very near some very strong language to Tay- 
having a personal difficulty. Tay- leure. One word led to another, 
leore had been standing on the step and the two men, both being of ap- 
which was about nine inches above proved courage, were about to come 
the floor of the trench and upon to blows, when Joe Sacrey,!^ a mem- 
which all men of ordinary height ber of the Bichmond Grays, stand- 
had to stand in order to be able to ing on the little step above mention- 
shoot from the parapet, and had ed, having just fired his gun, receiv- 
been firing at the enemy from this ed a bullet in his head and fell life- 
I>08ition. Just at this time Buck less at the feet of the two men. The 
Johnson, who had doubtless been quarrel instantly ceased. Poor Sa- 
engaged in the same way elsewhere, crey's bleeding corpse substituted 
and who was never known to flinch, profound seriousness in the place of 
bearing a splendid reputation as a angry words, and I believe the 

appeared on the crest of the Crater, wav- dashed toward us through the leadea hail! 

ing his hand at ub. At this moment a ball What blessings he received as he came 

atnick him in the forahead, and he rolled among us and distributed the priceless bev- 

down among the dead and dying. Some erage to those wounded men dying of thirst! 

of the boys rushed for the canteens and be- Presently another of those heroes comes 

gan passing them around, saying, *Brave over the parapet with his burden of can- 

feilow ! firare fellow !' In a moment or teens. Ho, too, starts to join us with all 

two up arose the hero, looked around, rub> the speed of which he is capable, but ere 

bed his eyes and said: 'Where am I?' he has passed half way across that deadly 

Some officer went to him and found he had field, he throws up his arms and goes down 

been struck with a spent ball and only with the unmistakable f^tif/ of death. Quick 

stunned. Oen. Bartlett, who commanded as thought a young soldier dashes out from 

one of the brigades, was lying close by among us, rushes across the field and seiz- 

with his cork leg shattered, and I heard es the canteens from the b(Kly of the fallen 

him ask his name and regiment, and then man, starts back to join us, but is shot 

saj : 'You shall have a commission if we down ere he has made a dozen yards. But 

get out of tills.' " see! He is up again, with indomitable pluck. 

Referring to these gallant water carriers, and comt^s in with his precious freight only 
Gen. OrifRn, in a paragraph quoted by Capt. slightly wounded. And the shouts rise loud- 
Ervin T. Case in his paper entitled "The er than ever for his gallant exploit. Then 
Battle of the Mine," read February 9, 1876, another comes over the parapet and sue- 
before the Rhode Island Soldiers and Sail- ceeds in reaching us. Another attempts it 
ors Historical Society, says: and falls. And so on, until I believe every 

** In due time one of them was seen clam- one of those noble fellows returned with 

bering over our lines below, loaded down his gallons of water, or fell in the attempt. 

with well-filled canteens of cool water. It was to me th(^ most striking exhibition of 

What shouts and hurrahs from those parch- heroism and true courage that I saw during 

ed tJuoata greeted the bravo fellow as he the whole war." 

14. Wm. C. Johnson, of Pcteraburj?, Va. ir>. .locpli H. Snorey. of Kioliinoiul, Vh. 
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needless quarrel was never renewed, dered the colored troops to build a 
Botk Johnson and Tayleure served breast-works across it. They corn- 
to maintain on several subsequent fenced the work by throwing up 
IS 1 J M ^^ LLA LA. J XI- i. lumps of clay, but it was slow work: 

fields of battle the good name that g^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ cp^^ ^ ^^le dead 

each had already well won in their men,' and, acting on this suggestioD, 

three years of active service. a large number of dead, white and 

Wright's brigade of Georgians black Union and rebel, were pUed 

«u<>«4. ^i^«^« ^»>*i^^v ;« ^oii^^ «^^,. iiiw) the trench. This made a par- 
about eleven o clock is caUed upon ^ ^ ^^^j^^^ ^^^ ^^^,^,^ ^^^ ^^^^^ 

to make another attempt to carry the p^^y to strengthen their breastr 
works about the Crater and south of worKS. Cartridges were running 
it, but this like the first attempt, is low, and we searched the boxes of 
unsuccessful. As on the occasion all the dead and wounded. 

of the first charge, word is passed «The day was fearfully hot ; the 

down the line to the men in the wounded were crying for water, and 

breast-works to fire rapidly to keep the canteens were empty. A few of 

the enemy's heads down, and the our troops held a ditch a few feet in 

r.^A^^ ,« ,•». i,ir^ «.o««^* r^u^^^A ^put of thc Cratcr and were keep- 

order 18 in like manner obeyed. • ^p ^ y^^^ g^^ I^^ ^j^^ j.^ 

What has been going on in the calm that followed we loaded a large 
Crater? Those who were in it can number of muskets and placed them 
best tell us, and I may, therefore, inreadiness for instant use. Another 
properly draw from the interesting movement was soon attempted by 
J J r T • i. -D 1 u the enemy, but our fire was so sharp 

address of Lieut. Bowley above re- ^hat theV hastily sought co^ 

ferred to. Here is what he says : The artillery on Cemetery Hill and 
''With a dozen of my own compa- Wright's battery kept up a constant 
ny I went down the traverse to the fire of grape and kept the dirt fly- 
Crater. We were the last to reach ing about us. A moitar battery also 
it, and the rifles of the Union sol- opened on us ; after a few shots thev 
diers were flashing in our faces when got our range so well that the shelb 
we jumped down in there, and the fell directly among us. Many of 
Johnnies were not twenty yards be- them did not explode at all, but a few 
hind us. A full line around the crest burst directly over us and cut the 
of the Crater were loading and fir- men down most cruelly. Many of 
ing as fast as they could, and the the troops now attempted to make 
men were dropping thick and fast, our lines, but, to leave, they had to 
most of them shot through the head, run up a slope in full view of the 
Every man that was shot rolled down enemy that now surrounded us on 
the steep sides to the bottom, and in three sides ; nearly every man who 
places they were piled up four and attempted it fell back riddled wiih 
five deep. For a few minutes the bullets. At 11 o'clock a determined 
fire was fearfully sharp. Then the charge was made by the enemy; we 
enemy sought shelter. The cries of repulsed it, but when the fire slack- 
the wounded, pressed down under ened the ammunition was fearfully 
the dead, were piteous in the ex- low. About this time two men, eacu 
treme. An enfilading fire was com- carrying aU the cartridges he could 
ing through the traverse down which manage in a piece of shelter tent, 
we had retreated. Gen. Bartlett or- reached us. 
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"The white troops," continues with bayonets, were pitched back 

liient. Bowley, "were now exhaust- ^^^ forth, harpoon style. In this 

ed and discouraged. Leaving the ^^^ movement the Confederates ex- 

Une they sat down, facing inwards, P^f ,^ themselves most fearlessly, 

and neither threats nor entreaties and had all our men stood up at that 

could get them up into Kne again. *™®' ^^^ ^®b«l l^»s ^^^1^ ^^^« ^««^ 

In vain was the cry raised that aU ^«^^ ^^'f f^^^^; ^ *^^^« ^««^ 

would be killed if captured with ne- ^^^^^^ ^ ^®^^^^ **^** "^y ^^ ^^ 

gro soldiers; they would not stand solver did some eflfective work at this 

up. From this time on the fire was P^^**- 

kept up, mainly, by the colored Here ends Lieut. Bowley *s account 
troops and officers handling mus- of what was transpiring in the Cra- 
kete. A few Indians, of the 1st Mich- ^^er, and I will resume the narrative 
igan Sharp-shooters, did splendid from our stand-point. 
work. Some of them were mortaUy It is now about one o'clock. We 
wounded, and, drawing their blouses receive another order to keep the 
overtheirfaces,they chanted a death enemy's heads down. A charge is 
song and died — four of them in a about to be made, this time by the 
group. An attempt had been made Alabama brigade, Gen. Saunders, 
to dig a trench through the side of who form in the ravine from which 
the Crater towards the Union line, the Virginians had charged, but fur- 
but the rebs got the range of that ther south and accordingly more 
hole and plugged the bullets into it nearly opposite the Crater. The 
so thick and fast that no one woidd charge is successful — those who wit- 
work in it. Of the men of my nessed it say it was splendidly exe- 
oompany who had raUied with me, cuted. The works are surrendered, 
all but one, a sergeant, lay dead or and the prisoners pour out, making 
dying. The troops seemed utterly their way back, however, under a 
apathetic and indifferent. The kill- severe fire from their own batteries, 
ing of a comrade by their very sides some of them falling on the way. 
would not rouse them in the least. What was here transpiring those 
Between 1 and 2 o'clock in the af- of us in the breast-works to the north 
temoon our men in the ditch, out- of the Crater could not see, but we 
side the Crater, had expended aU immediately knew the result of the 
their ammunition, and were quickly charge. 

captured. Then the rebels planted From this time, during the balance 
their battle flags on the edge of the of the day, everything is compara- 
Crater, front and both flanks, not six tively quiet. When night comes on 
feet from our men. They quickly we are made to fall in line and move 
palled them back, but we knew that up the trench towards our right. In 
they were there, just on the other the trench that led around and to 
side of the clay bank. Muskets, rear of the Crater, dead men lie so 
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thick that to walk along without Comrade Smith had selected for 
stepping upon their bodies or limbs his night's rest a grassy spot near 
was very difficult. the men in the trench, all of whom 

Our movement to the right is end- except those on guard or special 
ed when we have been so shifted as duty were fast asleep, and like them 
to bring the Riflemen immediately was wrapped in the arms of Mor- 
in rear of the Crater. Here we are pheus. He had the advantage of 
halted and a detail of two or more his sleeping comrades in that he had 
men from each company is called a soft and cool bed of grass upon 
for. Of this detail it falls to my lot which to rest, but he was in close 
to be one. What is to be done? The vicinity to the pile of dead men then 
dead are to be buried! And this de- being buried. Things, however, 
tail is to do the work! My horror were fairly evened up, when some 
can better be imagined than describ- time during the small hours of the 
ed. Before work commenced, some- night, one of the negro prisoners, 
body — who I do not know, but some looking out for a corpse to bury, 
one whose authority and orders in seized our gallant adjutant by the 
the premises, legal or illegal, I was ankle and was hurrying him to the 
prompt to recognize and obey — grave, when the adjutant, not then 
came along and put me in charge of ready to be buried, awoke to the 
a burying squad.* I congratulated great consternation of the poor pris- 
myself that I had no nearer connec- oner, who thought he was handling 
tion with this disagreeable work. In a genuine corpse, 
a big grave, not a hundred feet in It is Sunday morning, and break- 
rear of the Crater, a large number fast time. Are we to eat in this hor- 
of the bodies were placed. The rible place, the air filled with offen- 
work was done by a squad of negro sive odors from the presence of hun- 
prisoners. In the gray light of morn- dreds of bodies, still unburied, many 
ing I went into the Crater and there of them within a radius of a few 
I saw the burying parties in this feet from us? Yes, or starve. My 
place still at work. mess-mate and myself, I well remem- 

This gloomy night's work had at ber, made our breakfast on hard-tack 

least one humorous incident. Our and fried pickle-pork. My impres- 

worthy commander, Comrade Hugh sion is, we had no coffee. I have a 

E. Smith, then adjutant of the 12th, distinct recollection that the meal 

I am glad to know, Uves to-day to was not enjoyed. 

vouch for the correctness of what I It is in order here to reproduce, 

am about to narrate. for what they are worth, as a con- 

temporary record, the following en- 

*From what I havn loarnod 6irice this ad- tries in my diary, the first made du- 

dresBwas delivered, I ara satisfied that Jos. rino- fVi« nff^rnrkrin r^f fli;^ A^^ il^n 
J. Maclin. then of Petersburg. Va.. now of ""^ *^® afternoon ol this day, the 

Chesterfleid county., Va., was the friend Others on the days of their respec- 

whose act saved me from that horrible work, tive dates : 



THK BATTLE OF THK CRATER. 



"Sunday, Jnly 31, '64. Yesterday 
witneeaed a bloody drama around 
Petersburg, perhaps as bloody as 
any affair of the war, Fort Pillow 
Qot excepted. At this poiut, about 
halt a mile southeast of Old Bland- 
ford church, the enemy exploded a 
mine under a fort in our worts, blow- 
ing np 4 pieces of Pegram's battery, 
with two lieutenants — Lieutenants 
Hamlinl' and Chandler.'S and twen- 
ty-two men, together with five com- 
panies of the 18th S. C. regiment, 
Elliott's brigade, wherenpon thoy 
immediately rushed upon and cap- 
tnred that portion of our works and 
about two hundred yards of the 
works to the left of the exploded por 
tion. This occurred soon after sun- 
rise, soon after which our brigade 
and Wright's, which occupied the ex- 
treme right of our line, were pat in 
motion for this poiut, approaching 
it cautiously by the military roads 
recently constructed. We were not 
long in learning that our brigade 
would be assigned the task of cap- 
turing the works, supported by 
Wright's, Arriving at the works, for- 
tunately just nt the moment we were 
about to charge, the enemy were 
also about to charge, when, seizing 
our advantagB and rising with a yell, 
we rushed forward and got into the 
works, about one hundred yards dis- 
tant, receiving but little fire from the 
enemy, who turned out to be negroes ! 
The scene now baflles description. 
Bat little quarter was shown them. 
My heart sickened at deeds I saw 
done. Ourbri^adenotdriviugtheen- 
emy from the inner portion of the ex 

Eloded mine, Saunders' and Wright's 
rigadea finished the work. I have 
never seen such slaughter on any 
battle-field. Our regiment lost 27, 
killed and wounded, the majority of 
whom were killed, and among them 
Emmet Butts, of our company. Put. 



Smith, 19 of our company, was wound- 
ed. Col. Weisiger, commanding the 
brigade, was wounded. From what 
I have seen, the enemy's loss could 
not have been less than from 500 to 
700 killed, to aay nothing of those 
wounded and between five hundred 
and one thousand prisoners. Ours 
probably did not exceed 400 killed, 
wounded and missing. Negotia- 
tions under a flag of truce are now 
pending. Probably Grant wants to 
bury the dead between the lines. 
Permission was granted to water hia 
wounded- I observed several citi- 
zens from the enemy's line take part 
in this act of humanity. They 
probably members of the sanitary 
committee. I saw also a iconmn. 
standing in the Yankee breastworks. 
We indulge a hope that our brigadt 
will be relieved to-night and return 
to its quiet position on the right." 
"Tuesday, August 2, 1864. Back 
at Wilcox farm. Our brigade and 
8ttunders' relieved last night. Truce 
for four hours yesterday morning 
for burying the dead between the 
lines. Ej:presH of this morning states 
that 12 of our men were found be- 
tween the lines and about 700 of the 
enemy. There could not have been 
as many as 700. We made the ne- 
gro prisoners carry their dead com- 
rades to the Yankee line, where the 
Yankees made their uegroes bury 
them. Loss in our regiment 18 kd. 
and 24 wd. The 6th regiment lost 
70 kd. and wd. out of 80 carried in 
tight. The remainder of the regi- 
ment was on picket. Co, C, of sharp 
shooters,a detachment from the 12th, 
lost out of fifteen 5 kd. and 8 wd, 
The enemy admit a loss of over 4,000. 
Col. Thomas, commanding one of 
the negro brigades, told Capt. Jones 
(of our regiment) yesterday during 
the truce that he carried in 2,200 
men and brought out only 800, 



I 
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''It is said we captured 20 flags obtained I am able to correct some 
from the enemy and that the prison- of the statements therein made : 
er« captured represented tw^^ In Comrade W. Gordon Mc- 

9th (Burnsides) and 6th* (Han- ^ i , oa j • i-i jj ^^i j 

cock's). Gabe s^o admirable address entitled 

"Thursday, Au^t 5. Yankee ac- "The Defense of Petersburg," the 

counts of the affair put their loss in accuracy and fullness of the infor- 

kd., wd.and prisoners at 5,000. They mation contained in which are only 

say the plan was to spring a mine at equaUed by the clear and beantifol 

3 o clock Saturday morning, but that , ^ / \r. \r .^ . m^«i*^x*ui 

the fuse failed to ignite the powder laiigr«age m which it is conveyed, 

twice— that they had six tons of pow- the statement is made that the loss 

der in the mine. The 9th and 18th of life caused by the explosion of 

corps made the charge and the 5th the mine was 256 officers and men 

was in reserve Our losses foot up , ^j^ ^^^^ ^ 22nd South Carolimi 

1,200, of which 300 are no doubt . » vi-ii-iiuvcK^v/iA«*iv/«vixiM. 

prisoners, the enemy claiming to regiments and two officers and twen- 

have taken that number." ty men of Pegram's Petersburg bat- 

"Saturday, August 6th. The loss tery. This battery was commanded 

of our brigade in the fight of Satur- by Capt. Richard G. Pegram,21 who 
day w(w 270 kd. wd. and missinff of ^^ ^j^^^^j. ^^ ^ ^^^ ^^ ^ 

whom 88 were killed on the field, , u i. u j n i.- l t j. 

just one-half of the whole numbed caped what befell his two heuten- 
(176) that had been killed from the »»*», Hamlm and Chandler, 
battle of the Wilderness to the pres- In a letter published in September, 
ent time." Ig^g^ jy^ Hugh Toland, surgeon of 

"Monday, August 8th 1864. Gen. ^j^^ ^gth South Carolina, locates this 
Mahone, m a congratulatory order . . i^iml _^i_ j 

to Mahone's, Saunders' and Wright's regiment as on the left, or north, of 
brigades for their conduct in the af- Pegram's battery, and the 22nd South 
fair of Saturday, July 30, says that Carolina as on the right, or south of 
with an effective force of less than this battery, at the time of the ex- 
3,000 men and with a casualty list of rilnoi^n 
698, they killed 700 of the enemy's P^^^^^^' 

people, wounded, by his own ac- "My brigade," says Dr. Toland, 
count, over 3,000, and captured 1,101 "had suffered severely— the 22nd 

EHi S^rf ^'e?lr;^^ South C^oli.. h.d los. ita ^ 
1,916 stand of small arms, deeds ^^- Fleming, and many a braTe boI- 
which entitle their banners to the in- dier. My regiment had lost 163 
scription, 'The Crater, Petersburg, men. Two whole oompanies, A and 
July 30, 1864.' He says the enemy c, Eighteenth South CaroUna, had 
had massed against us three of his ^. „ ^„„ . «. „. ^ „„„ ^„ ,„. ^^ 
corps and 2 divisions of another." °°; » '"f" left, who^«» on du^y, to 

The foregoing brief entries are aU *f ^^^ **>«• .0°« Jundr«i and one 
that I find in my diary relating to °J "»y, >nen including Oapta. Mc- 
the battle Comich and Birdgis were dead— 

From information subsequently buried in the Crater or scattered 

20. Capt. W. Gordon McCabe, of Petersburg. Vt- 

*2nd was hore intended. 21. Capt. Ricb'd G. Pegnun, of Richmond, Va. 
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along the works — and 62 missing." works and witnessed the effect of the 
Oiving the Federal loss in this en- explosion on the enemy. It so com- 

gagement, Capt. McCabe in his ad- Y^^^\ paralized them that the 
^^ *^ *^ breach was practically four or five 

drefis says: hundred yards in breadth. The reb- 

"In this nand assault on Lee's els in the forts, both on the right 
lines, for which Meade had massed and left of the explosion, left their 
65,000 troops, the enemy suffered a works, and for over an hour not a 
loss of 5,000 men, including 1,101 shot was fired by their artillery. 

Krisoners, among whom were two There was no fire from infantry from 
rigade commanders, whilst vast the front for at least half an hour ; 
quantities of small arms and twenty- none from the left for twenty min- 
one standards fell into the hands of utes, and but few shots from the 
the victors." right." 

The quantity of powder used in ^^i^^ W. H. Powell, acting aid - 

explodine the mine was not six tons, de-camp of Gen. Ledlie, the com- 

bu? 8,005 pounds. "The charge," mandant of the Fir^t division of the 

says Lieut-CoL Henry Pleasants, of ^inth corps, at the time of the ex- 

the 48th Pennsylvania Veteran Vol- plosion, in his article entitled ''The 

unteers, the originator of the mine. Tragedy of the Crater," published 

in his report of the explosion, "con- in the September number, 1887, of 

sisted of three hundred and twenty the C^entury, says : 
kegs of powder, each containing ''I returned immediately, and just 

about twenty-five pounds. It was ^ ^ arrived in rear of the First divi- 

placed in eight magazines, connect- «^^^^ the mine was sprung. It wa« 

, ..• r ,v 1 . , , ,, a magnificent spec^tacle, and as the 

ed with each other by troughs half ^^ ^^ ^^th went up into the air, 

filled with powder. These troughs carrying with it men, guns, carri- 

from the lateral galleries met at the ages and timbers, and spread out 

inner end of the main one, and from like an immense cloud as it reache<l 

this pomt I had three Unes of fuses ^^ altitude, so close were the Union 

for a distance of 98 feet. Not hav- ^^^^ ^h^t the mass appcjired iis if it 

•I- 1 j.wi' "«*» wonld descend immediately upon the 

in^ fuses as long as required, two troops waiting to make the charge. 

pieces had to be spliced together to This caused them to break and seat- 

make the required length of each of ter to the rear, and about ten miii- 

the lines." ^tes were consumed in reforming for 

In ihe concluding paragraphs of *^? ^J^f '^^ ^ ^«* much wa« lo8t by 
^i_- -. r^ 1 -r»i i this delay, however, as it took near- 

this report CJol. Pleasants says : ,y ^iiat time for the cloud of dust to 

**I stood on top of our breast- pass off. * * * ''f 

fMr. Howard Aston, in his article pub- its highest point, ourlf»d over lilco a plume 

Uflhed In the Zanesville (Ohio) Courier, al- and then came down with a dull thud to the 

resdy referred to, says: earth. While in air I could see in the col- 

"Just about Bunrise, a trembling of the umn of fire and smoke the bodies of men, 

eulh was felt and a dull roar was heard. I arms and legs, pieces of timber and a gun 

looked to the front and saw a huge column carriage. I felt very weak and pule, and 

of dirt, dust, smoke and flame of fire ap- the faces of comrades never looked blanch- 

parently 200 feet high, which, on reaching #)r, while the troops in front of us bn)ke 
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'^Little did those men anticipate the trenches near the Crater were 

what they would see upon arriving quick to recover their equanimity 

there ; an enoi-mous hole in the .^^^ ^^ ^^y^^ ^he incoming Federate 

ground about 30 feet deep, 60 « , ,, . ^ ^- . 

feet wide and 170 feet long, fiUed ^^^ ^^^^"^ presence. In this para- 

with du8t,great blocks of clay, guns, graph this Federal officer says : 
broken carriages, projecting tim- < ^However, Col. Marshall yeUed 

bers, and men buried in various to the Second brigade to move for- 

ways— some up to their necks, oth- ward, and the men did so, jumping, 

ers to their waists, and some with gliding and tumbling into the hole, 

only their feet and legs protruding over the debris of material, and dead 

from the earth. * * * '' and dying men, and huge blocks of 

^^The whole scene of the explo- solid clay. They were followed by 

sion," continues Maj. Powell,^ ^struck C^en. Bartlett's brigade. Up on thp 

every one dumb with astonishment ^^^^"^ ^i^\^^ the Crater they climb- 

, ^ ^, ^ /. ^1. -. ed, and while a detachment stopped 

as we arrived at the crest of the de- ^ pi^ ^^^ ^^ the dismounted guns 

bris. It was impossible for the of the battery in position on the ene- 

troops of the Second brigade to move my's side of the crest of the Crater; 

forward in line, as they had advanc- a portion of the leading brigade 

ed : and owing to the broken state f^f over the crest and attempted 
^ ' . ® ,. to reform. It was at this T)enod that 

they were m, every man crowding ^^ey found they were being kiDed 

up to look into the hole, and being by musket-shots from the rear, fired 

pressed by the First brigade, which by the Confederates who were still 

was immediately in rear, it was occupy ing the traverses and intrench - 

eciually impossible to move by the ?;^^^/« ^ ^^ ^^^^^^ l""^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ 
,, , , -, ^, ^, Crater. These men had been awak- 

tlank, by any command, around the ^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^l^^j^ ^^ ^^le ex- 

(Crater. Before the brigade-comman- plosion, and during the interval be- 

ders could realize the situation, the fore the attack, had recovered their 

brigade became inextricably mixed, equanimity, and when the Union 

ill the desire to look into the hole.'' troops attempted to reform on the 

, ^ ^-. . enemy's side of the Crater, they had 
trom the next paragraph of Maj. ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ deUvered a fire i^to 

PowelPs article it appears that Col. the backs of our men. This coming 
Pleasants was in error as to the ex- so unexpectedly caused the forming 
tent of the demoralization of the line to fall back into theCrat«r." 
C^mfederates incident upon the ex- Mr. G^o. L. Kilmer, of the Four- 
plosion, as the South Carolinians in teenth New York Heavy Artillery, in 

back and became intermingled. They were ricochotting along the front line of works 

soon rallied, but it seemed tx) me that it was from an enfilade fire on our right front. 

fully ten minutes before I saw the advance Men were dropping here and there, the 

gooverourearth-works towards the enemy, wounded began to come back. Soon the 

In the mean time our forts all along the line order came for us to go forward. I think it 

opened out, with every gun, apparently must have been one-half hour after the ex» 

from the sound, and they were almost im- plosion before we got over our works. The 

mediately answered by the Confederates, musketry was crashing in the front and the 

The solid shot and shell howled and shriek- air seemed to be full of flying missiles." 
ed over our heads, and balls could bo seeft 
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lis article entitled '^The Dash Into forces engaged in the sevei*al unsuc- 

:he Grater," published in the same cessful charges made by Wright's 

Qomber (September number, 1887,) brigade, and the final successful 

of the Century, makes some striking charge made about one o'clock in the 

statements. He says : afternoon by Saunders' brigade, and 

"Some few declared that they probably the co-operating artillery 

would never follow ^niggers' or be and other infantry, so the statement 

^"^V^. ^^"^ company, and start- ^^^de by Gen. Mahone in this order 
ed back to our own lines, but were ., . ,,Ji , , -. . ^ 
promptly driven forward. Then the *^** ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^ °^««s^ ^^^«t 
oolored troops broke and scattered, ^ ^^ree of his corps and two divi- 
and pandemonium began. Thebrav- sions of another," and Capt. Mc- 
est lost heart, and men who dis- Cabe's statement that ^ 'Meade had 
fruBted the negroes vented their massed" for the assault ^'65,000 
feelings freely. Some colored men . ,, . , j ^ ^ 
camehito the Crater, and there they ^'^^^I* °^^^ ^ understood as em- 
found a worse fate than death on the bracing not only those who were ac- 
charge. It was believed among the tually in possession of our works, 
whites that the enemy would give but those immediately in or massed 
no quarter to negroes, or to whites ^ g^ort distance behind the Federal 
taken with them, and so to be shut , i. i. x i • 
up with blacks in the Crater was ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^*^^ ^^^^ ^^'"^ 
equal to a doom of death. * * * part or ready to take part in the 

It has been i>ositively asserted that affair. 

white men bayoneted blacks who ^^^^ ^^ ^re not without datu by 
feU back into the Crater. This was , . , . . . ^r. , ,, 

in order to preserve the whites from ^^1^^ ^^ ascertain the probable 
Confederate vengeance. Men boast- number of men that occupied the 
ed in my presence that blacks had Confederate works when the Vir- 
been thus disposed of, particularly ginia brigade, numbering about 800 
when the Confederates came up." ^^^^ ^^^n^ forward in the manner 

It will be asked what was the that has been described, to engage in 
number of Federal soldiers who were what every man knew would be a 
actually in possession of our works death-struggle for their possession. 
at the time of the charge made by Gen. Mahone's congratulatory order 
Mahone's brigade. places the flags captured at seven - 

As the expression *^an effective teen. Capt. McCabe gives twenty- 
force of not less than 3,000 men" one as the numter of standards cap- 
used in Gen. Mahone's congratula- tured. We will take Gen. Mahone's 
tory order to the three brigades, figures and estimate each of the sev- 
Mahone's, Wright's and Saunders', enteen regiments represented by the 
embraced not only the force of about seventeen flags as cx)ntainiiig two 
800 men of Mahone's brigade who hundred and fifty men, a fair aver- 
made the charge a little before nine age for a veteran regiment in the 
o'clock in the morning, but also the Federal army at that time. This 
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done, and we have a force of 4,250 from the following paragraph in the 
men. testimony of Lient-Gol. CharleB 0. 

But this average is manifestly too Loring, of Cren. Bumside's staff, be- 
small, when we consider the state- fore the Committee on the Ck>ndact 
ment of C'ol. Henry G. Thomas, who of the War : 

commanded the Second brigade of '^General Ledlie's division was to 
the Fourth division (Ferrero's) of go in first; the whole of that divi- 
the Ninth corps, made in his article ^^^^ ^«^* ^^ *« Crater, or lines 
in the SeDtember number 1887 of immediately adjoining. General Pot- 
m me oepiemoer numoer, i»»i , oi ^^,^ division was to go in next, bnt 

the Century, entitled ^^The Colored to go in on the right of the other. 

Troops at Petersburg,'' in which he i did not see them and I do not 

says : ''There was but one di\ision know how many of them went into 

of colored troops in the Army of the the Crater. I simply saw the head 

Potomac-the Fourth division of ''L^^^lT' ^n^ ^""'^ • T^T 

stood that they all went into the 

the Ninth corps— organized as fol- enemy's lines, but I cannot say pos- 
lows: ***** itively about that. General WU- 
* * This made a division cox's division also went in at the 

of only nine regiments, divided into ^^^ P^a^ ^^^^e General LedUe's 
4._ T . , A. 'J. • n division went in. I think four of 

two brigades, yet it was numerically ^^ ^egiments-I am not sure of tiie 

a large division. The regiments number— failed to get in. In start- 
were entirely full, and a colored de- ing from our line they bore off too 
serter was a thing unknown. On much to the left and came back to 
the day of the action the divi- ^^^ ^^n line, and did not go in. I 
«;^^ iv^ 1 I o/m ^ u- u o ^ixix think that with that exception the 
sion numbered 4^300, of which 2,000 ^^^^^ ^^ ^^.j^^,^ division went in- 

belonged to Sigfned's brigade and to the enemy's Unefi. The raiments 
2,300 to mine." of his division went in at di£Eterent 

To assume that the number of times, not as a division, but dis- 
llags captured represented the total jointedly. And at half-past sevea, 
«„r,^K^^ ^^ ^^^^^^4^^ «4^ ^ur. ^i«^ r.e ftbout two hours and a half after the 
number of regiments at the pla<5e of ^^^^ exploded, the whole of theool- 

capture leads to a very erroi«ous re- ored division went in at the same 

suit. So far from there being only jwint." 

seventeen regiments in our works, if the three white divisions num- 

there were probably more than dou- ^ered each nine r^mente (the num- 

ble this number. ^er of ^1^^ regiments in the colored 

There wont into our works three division) they aggregated 27 r^- 

white divisions, the Fii-st (Ledlie's,) ments. Deduct the 4 regiments of 

the Second (Potter's,) and the Third Wilcox's division referred to by Col. 

(Wilcox's,) of the Ninth (Burnside) Loring, allow 250 men to each of the 

corps, about four regiments except- 24 remaining regiments, and we 

ed, and after these the colored divi- have 6,000 men. To these add the 

sion of Gen. Ferrero. This appears 4,300 colored troops, and there was 
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of 10,300 ineu ! And 
BUb withont coiiiiting a bri^fa<le of 
Ekai. Tiimer'a divlBiou of the 18th 
^DorpB, which, according to his testi- 
mon.v before the Committee on the 
[Tonduct of the War, took possession 
If abont 100 yards of oiir works to 
be north of the Crater, 

Gen. Ord, iu his testimony before 
(be committ««, by implication pub^ 
^e number of men who went into 
Bie Confedei-ate works at 10,000 or 
(2,000 when he says: 

"The ffround to the left and iJ?out 
tt the mine was marshy and covereil 
iy bashes and trees. Ho prepara- 
jtons had been made for our troops 
b pass out to our right or left. They 
oold only get out by a single long 
!«nch or covered way; so that in 
16 fdow process of getting 10,000 or 
3,000 men up through this uari-ow 
pace and through a single opening 
lie enemy had an opportnuity to 
(lake preparatioQS to meet them. 
Ill this produced delay." 

With facts and figures like these 
lb BUBtaiu the assertion, we are war- 
ttnted in stating that the force 
gainst which our little l>aud of 
^)out eight hundred Vii^nians was 
knrled outnumbered their assailants 
Qore than ten to one ! 
r But whilst the highest credit be- 
'lODgs to the Virginia brigade for it« 
'achievements on this occasion, it 
inst be rememljered that bad man- 
in the disposition of the 
forces gieatly assisted in 
ucing the result. No troops, 
wded as were the Fedei-als in the 
,tor and in the trenches on either 
the latter haviug a perfect net- 



work of traverses and Ijomb-proofs, 
which greatly impeded the Federals 
in resisting an assault from the weHt, 
or C/Onfederate side of our works, 
could well have met a determined 
assault made from this direction. 
"These pits," says C«l. Thomas in 
his (_'«ntury article, referring to the 
trenches at this place, "were differ- 
ent from any in our lines — a laby- 
rinth of Iwmb-proofs and ma^^azines, 
with passages between." 

How far towards Cemetery Bidge, 
that is to say, west of the Confede- 
rate works, did the Federal forces 
advance at auy time during their 
four hours' occupation of these works 
is a question which uaturally arises, 
and was asked several of the wit- 
nesses iu the official investigation 
made by the Federal government. 
E-ttrafite from some of the testimony 
Ijefore the court of inquiry held at 
the headquarters of Gen. Hancock 
on the l8t of September, 1864, will 
give UB some light upon this point ; 

Brig. -Gen. S. G. Griffiu, who com- 
manded a brigade of Potter's divi- 
sion, on the staud: 

"QneBt. — Did your command go 
beyond the f^rater ! 

"Ane, — It did, 

"Quest. — -About how far ! 

" Ana . — I should judge about two 
hundred yards. It might be more, 
or it might be less. It could uut 
have been much less, however; that 
is as near as I can judge." 

Col. H. G. Thomas, commanding 
the Seoind brigade of Perrero's (col- 
ored) divieiou, on the stand : 

"Quest. — Did yon get beyond the 
line of the Crater with your troopo t 
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"Alls. — I did, sir. manding the Twenty-Eighth U. S. 

"Quest.— How far! colored troops, of Col. Thomas' 

"Ans -I should say about be- ^^^j^^ ^^ ^j^^ ^^^ question, 

tween three and four hundred yards ..^z" ^ . , ^., 

to the right of the Crater and in front ^^^ ^^ ^^ advance did you get 

of it. I was ordered to support the towards Cemetery Hill?'' he replies: 

First brigade when it made its "Not exceeding fifty yards. We 

charge . ' ' were driven back . ' ' 

Col. Thomas' last answer giving "By what?" is the next question 
no definite information as to the j>o- asked this witness. He replies: *'I 
sition of his troops in advance of should judge by about two or four 
the Confederate works, and the hundred men — ^infantry, which rose 
court manifestly having a doubt as up from a little ravine and charged 
to his troops having gone to the us. Being all mixed up and in con- 
west of these works at all, he is ask- fusion, and new troops, we had to 
ed the x>ointed question: "Did you comeback." 

get beyond the enemy's line ?" He The witness is in error as to the 

replies: "I did, sir; I led a charge number of the Confederates who 

which was not successful. The mo- hj^^q up from the little i-avine," as 

ment I reached the Fii-st brigade I they were the men of the Virginia 

started out the 3l8t colored regi- brigade whose number was approxi- 

ment, which was in front, but it lost mated by Gen. Griflan, when he said, 

its three ranking officers in getting ^<Five or six hundred men were all 

in position, and did not go out we could see. I did not see either 

well." The witness' answer, while the right or left of the line. I saw 

responsive to the question, like his the centre of the- line as it appeared 

answer to the preceding question, tome. Itwasagood line of battle."! 

gives no light as to the point icest Qf the condition of things in the 

of the Confederate works reached Crater and in the trenches when the 

by his command . three white divisions had entered the 

The next witness, however, testi- Confederate works and the colored 

fies very clearly, and probably gives division was about to go in, about 7 

the most accurate information as to o'clock in the morning. Gen. Turner, 

the position reached by the troops who commanded a division of the 

that moved forward west of the Con- 18th (Ord's) corps, gives a graphic 

feilerate works. The witness is description in his testimony before 

Lieut. -Col. Chas. S. Russell, com- the committee. He says: 

f From information received since this ad- the 26th S. C. regiment and three companies 

dross was delivered I am satisfied, ^rsf, that of the 17th S. C. regiment under Col. Smith 

Col. Russell was not in error as to the num- of the 26th S. C. (See Col. McMaster's let- 

berof the Confederate troops here referred ter to Gen. Beauregard, dated February U, 

to; 8<^r!onr?/j/, that they were not the men of 1872, in the Appendix to Col. Boman's 

Mahone's brigade, but were, as stated by *" Military Operations of Gen. Beauregard," 

Col. F. W. McMaster, of Columbia, S. C, vol. II, p. 587). 
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!■ *'When the \\v»A of my column 
Mached the point at which our ae- 
fenlting coliiinii had passed through 
ter lines, it wilh, a» near as 1 reeol- 
pcA, about 7 o'clock. I jumped up 
R) n parapet t4» observe what was 
joiug on. Iininediately iu front of 
ne lay the Cnvter, about sieventy-five 
hvds distant. The men were in it 
pad around it in great confusion; 
ftiey were Ijing down, seeking shel- 
pir from the fire of tlie enemy, which 
B that time had liecome exceedingly 
nrm. The enemy had wucceeded in 
j^Bttiug a ci-osH-Hi* of artillery and 
MtlKketry owv the gronnd lying 
between our line and the (^i-a- 
ler. My idea was that the Oth 
Kin>6 would penetrate the enemy's 
fae and double them up to the right 
pd to the left, and then I was to 
■■SB out and cover the right tJank 
ff the assaulting column; but the 
qbeuy still hehl possession of their 
(tDes up t.o withiu one huudrcd yai-ds 
if the Craler when I arrived, which 
borpriaed me. It left me uoaltema- 
Kve of going out anywhei-e but di- 
JBCtly opposite the Crater, where the 
fth corps went out. I could see no 
lioTement taking p1a<w beyond the 
W»tert«wani8 Cemetery Hill. * * * 
~5^e troops lay very thick in and 
onnd the Crater, evidently more 
AH could find cover from the ene- 
|y'a fire. * * * * The Ci-ater 
Me full of men: they were lying all 
htonnd, and every point that could 
ftre cover to a man was ocoupieil. 
merO was no inoiemeut towards Cem- 
pery Hill; the Ijoops were all in cou- 
nsiou and lyint; down. I asked one 
Ir two oflicerH I hfrn i f nn iiltempt had 

P*ey say the lUteuipt hud been nuide, 
jbt it had failed. 1 then said, 'Vou 
Bjcfat to intrench your position here, 
ma yon have t<H> many troops here 
pready to intrench. There are so 



many troops here that they ai-e in 
each other's way; they arc only ex- 
posed to this terrific fire of the ene- 
my', which was then growing warmer 
and warmer, and was a very severe 
fire. While I was talking to an nffi- 
wr— we ha<l sought shelter iu the 
Ci-ater^the head of the colored di- 
vision appeared at the crest of the 
Cratei', and the division commenced 
pilii^ over into the CVat«r and pass- 
ing across it on the other side as well 
as they could, I exclaimed, 'What 
are these men sent in here fort It is 
only adding confusion to the confu- 
sion which already exists.' Themeu 
literally came falling over into this 
t^ter on their hands and knees; 
they were so thick iu there that a 
man could not walk. Seeing that I 
was going to be covered up, and be 
entirely useless, I thought I would 
go out. As I had no control over 
these troops, and supposing tJiere 
were officers in command, I said, 'If 
you can get the troops l>eyond this 
line, so that I can get out, I will 
move my division right out and cov- 
er your right flank;' and I went back 
for the purpose of doing so. I met 
tien . Onl on our liue at the head of 
my diviHion. I said, 'General, un- 
less a move is made out of the Cra- 
ter towards C-emetery Hill, it is mur- 
der to send more men iji thexe. That 
colored division should never have 
lu'en wut iu there; but there is a 
furor iu thare, and perhaps they may 
move off sufficiently for me to pass 
my division out.' " 

fien. Ord, in his testimony, using 
vigorous language, says: 

"The men had to go through a 
long narrow ti-ench, alwut one-third 
of a mile in length, l)efore they got 
into our extreme outwork, and then 
they went into this Crater, and were 
piled into that hole, where they wore 
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perfectly useless. They were of about take those rifle-pits. limmediatdy 
as. much use there as so many men at took command of x)art of Tomb's 
the bottom of a well.'' division, and ordered them over tbe 

The stampede which took place ^^^ ^ i^^^ ^^ li^© o^ troops then 
when Mahone's brigade made its advancing and told tiiem to chai^ 
. ^^ , .T. , ^ ^ , the nfle-pits in their front, whieb 

charge is thus described by General ^^^ej did. That was about t^o hun- 

Turner in his testimony: dred yards on the right of the Ca- 

'^I had got, probably, half way ter. After putting ttiose troops in, 
between our line and the enemy's I stepi)ed back from the intrench- 
lines — which were perhaps only a ment some ten or fifteen yards to- 
hundred yards apart at that XK)int, wards the covered way, and I had 
and it was a very broken country, scarcely got back to the lower end of 
thick underbrush and morass — when, the covered way when the stampede 
looking to the left, I saw the troops began, and I suppose two thousand 
in vast numbers coming rushing back, troops came back, and I was lifted 
and immediately my whole first brig- from my feet by the rushing masB, 
ade came back, and then my second and carried along with it ten or fif- 
brigade on my right, and everything teen yards in the covered way. What 
was swept back in and around the staff I had with me assisted me in 
Crater, and probably all but one- stopping the crowd in the covered 
thii*d of the original number stam- way, and in putting some of them in 
peded back right into our lines. Af- position in the second line; some 
ter some exertion I rallied my men of were in the first. I left Gen. Potter 
the first and second brigades after in the covered way."* 
they got into our line, while my third 
brigade held the line. ' ' I would Hke to give more extracts 

from the sworn and other statements 



Gen. Carr, who commanded a di- 
vision of the 18th cori)s, in his tes- 
timony thus describes the stampede: 



of our adversaries as to what was 
done and omitted to be done on this 
memorable day, which marked an 



*'I saw a vacancy, a gap that I . ix ^v. x- i • ^.v^ 

thought about four regiments would «^^^^ altogether exceptional in the 

fill, and assist that line of battle that history of the war; but I fear that 

was going over our breast-works to I have already drawn from these 

*Maj. Jas. G. Coit, of Gheraw, 8. G.. in the order of their going, sought shelter in 

who&e battalion wore Pegram'8 and Wright's the cover of their main line. The fire of 

batteries, and who witnessed the stampede the artillery was increased, and, as Ua- 

from his position about Wright's battery, in hone's men neared the Crater, Wright's 

his letter to Gol. McMaster, published in guns were turned upon the flyUigmasaee in 

the March number, 1882, of the Southern front of the salient. The slaughter was 

Historical Papers (volume X, p. 123), says: terrific, and probably more men were killed 

*'Tho troops under Mahono were formed in the retreat than in the advance. The 

in the ravine in the rear of Elliott's head- victory was virtually won, but those of the 

quarters, extending from the covered way enemy within the Grater continued for some 

in a direction between the Grater and the time the desperate contest. In my opinion 

plank road. Now hope was inspired by the they remained in the Grater more from fear 

arrival of re-inforceraents, and not without of running the gauntlet to their own lines 

good cause, for no sooner did Mahone's men than from any hope of holding their posl- 

emorge from that ravine at a double-quick tion. At 1 o'clock P. M. the white flag was 

than did the immense mass in rear of the raised and the final surrender of the Crater 

Grater break, and without standing upon made." 
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m of information to the point 
[>Uxity, 

hough all matters of eontro- 
would in this iMldreea gladly 
b«Mi iivoidi'd, I cannot pass un- 
sd a remarkable paragraph in 
Alfreil Eoman's work, "The 
iry Operations of Geo, Beau- 

a." 

page 2(i7, vol. II, after men- 
ig Gen. Meade's oi-der to Gen. 
lide to withdraw his troops, 
at 9:45 A, M., and the orders 
to Gen Hancock at 9:25 and to 
Warren at9:45 "tosuspend all 
ive operations," Col. Roman, 
^ his statement npon statements 
by Gen. Biishrod Johnson and 
r. W. McMaster,* says; 
ich was the situation — the Fed - 
unable to advance, and fearing 
rest — when, at t«n o'cloc^k, Gen. 
ne arrived with a part of his 
who lay down in the shaUow ra- 
ta the rear of Elhott's salient, 
jy the foiTe nnder Col. Smith, 
to await the remainder of the 
on. But a movement having 
red among the Foderals which 
d to menace an advance, Gen . 
De threw forward his brigade, 
the 6l8t Sorth Carolina, of 
'8 division, which had now also 
up. The asth and 49th North 
Ilia, and the 2«th and part of 
7th South Carolina, all under 
;, which were formed on Ma- 
i left, likewise formed in the 
BT movement, and three- fourths 
I goi^-line was carried with 

, UoMaster of the llth 8. C. regi- 
took commaDil ut Geo. Elliott's 
» when Gbii. Elliott rooelved hia 
mtly in tba raomlug, soon after the 



that pai't of the trench on the left of 
the (.Vater occupied by the Fe<lerals. 
Many of the lattor, white and black, 
abandoned the breach and lletl to 
their lines, under a sconi^ing llank 
Are from Wise's brigade." 

The statement here made that the 
charge was made by Mahone's brig- 
ade, with the filst, 25th and 49th 
North Carolina and the 26th and part 
of the 1 (th South Caiolina regimenta, 
is as clearly incorrect as is the state- 
ment that Mahone arrived alK>ut ten 
o'clock, aft*r Gen. Meade issnnl his 
orders abo^'e referred to. 

Against this statement an to lime 
we may safely place that of C«l. Ven- 
able, of Gen. Lee's staff, made in 
1872, in which he says, "I know that 
it is difficult to be accumte as to time 
on the battle-field, unless not«d and 
written down at the moment. Bnt 
I am confident this charge of the 
Virginians was made before 9 o'clock 
A.M. I know from my recollection 
of the notcfi received and answered 
by Gen. Lee, that after the charge 
the formation of the Georgia brigade, 
under Col. Hall, was completed, and 
after some delay was moved aroimd 
under the slope, more to the right, 
and made a charge at 10 o'clock to 
recover that portion of the line on 
the right of the Crater." 

But we are not without a conteni- 
poi-aneous record to prove beyond all 
controversy that the charge of Ma- 
hone's brigade was made prior to il 
o'clock A. M., and therefore refer to 
the several orders issued by Gen. 
Meade to suspend operations and 
withdraw the troops. 
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Gen. Meacle, in his testimony be- The Committee on the Conduct of 
fore the Committee on the Conduct the War, in their reiwrt made after 
of the War, says: all of the testimony bearing on the 

*»At9 A.M. I received the following dis- subject, oral and documentary, had 
patch from Gen. Burnside: ij^en heard and considered, fuUy ap- 

[Bi/ telegraph from headquarters 9th preciatiuff the importance of Stating 
arm?/ corps,] . ^ ^i xu ^ ^ a 

" *9 A. M. July 30 1864. correctly the order of sequence and 

" 'Oen, Afeade: accordingly the exact time of the 

** *Many of the ninth (9th) and eigh- occurrence of the several military 
teen th (18th) corps are retiring before the ^^„^^^«4.„ ^u,-^u «r^«^ +v.^ ««K,-^.»f 
enemy. I think now is the time to put movements which were the subject 

in the fifth (5tb) corps promptly. of the committee's investigation, say: 

" *A. K, BUKNSIDE, 

"TOfflcian '"sWi^^"'' "The fourth (colored) diTiflion was 

^ '• 'i«i8tant AdjutontS«l.' ^^ ^^^^^^ «« BAy^.^, and did 80 

urr.1 * ♦u « * J * *• T u ^ under a heavy fire. They succeeded 

"That was the first information I had . ^«„„:„« ^vT^ «ru;^^ ♦^rvrT^c «i«^^^t 

received that there was any collision with ^^ passmg the white troops, alr^y 
the enemy, or that there was any enemy in, but in a disorganized condition, 
present. At 9:30 a. m. the following dis- They reformed to some extent and. 
patch was sent to General Burnside: attempted to charge the hiU in front, 
" ^Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 1 but without success, and broke in 
** *July 30, 1864—9:30 a. m., / disorder to the rear. This was about 
' ' • Major-General Burnside, commanding 8 :45 A . M . , four hours after the explo- 
J^^ Corps: sion Of the mine. * * * 
" *The major-general commandmg has 
heard that the result of your attack has '^At 9:45 A. M. Gen. Burnside re- 
been a repulse and directs that i^ iu your ceived a peremptory order from Gen- 

judgment, nothmg further can be effect- ^.^ ^^ 4.^^i4.ui««„, u:« 4-«^^*v« * ;*= 

ed, that you withdraw to your own line, ^^^^ ^ withdraw his troops. * ^ 

taking every precaution to get the men ****** ^ 
back safely. aTjj^ troops were withdrawn be- 

- 'Major-General aiid Chief ofSuiff, ^ween one and two o'clock in consid- 

" *[Offlcial.] S. F. Bakstow, erable confusion, caused by an as- 

^ *** Assistant Adjutant-General.' sault of the enemy, and returned to 

" 'Gen. Ord will do the same. the lines they had occupied in the 

"'A.A.Humphreys, mominer." 
' ' ' Major-General and Chief of Staff*. • 

" '[Official ] 8 F Barstow, rpj^^ error of Col. Eoman in plac- 

" *A8Hi8taut Adjutant General.' -.«- j ^ v 

"Then I received the following dispatch ing the orders of Gen. Meade to his 
from Captain Sanders; corps commander to susi)end opera- 

[Bt/ telegraph from headquarters 9th ^^^^g ^^^^ withdraw their troops an- 
army corps,] , , , tt- 

" '9 A. M, July 30, 1864. '^'''^>'* ^^ ^he charge made by the \ u"- 
'"7b Major-Oeneral Meade: ginia brigade, shows exceptional want 

" 'Tlie attack made on right of mine of care in the preparation of matter 

hafl been repulsed. A great many men i t i i 4 . i-u^ «r^«i/i «« i,,-o*^,.v 
are coming in the rear. published to the world as history. 

'"W.W.Sanders, Especially is this true as Col. Bo- 

ii .rr.f« ■ n " '^^^^'l ^""^ ^* ^^* man was a staff-officer of Gen. Beau- 

" '[Official.] S. F. Barstow, , , , u ^^ 

" 'Assistant Adjutant-General.' " regard, and ought to have been bet- 




F, W. McMAi-TEU. 
le galUnt auutta CaTolIninni of EllIotl'B brigade up In Hie due oF Ihe fall ot It 
br»TB lenler, Gun. Slepheu Elliott, and »iilise(iuentlr under the leademhlp of Col. P. W. M>- 
Muter, did their whole du(;, « did olhai Inlautry by their Dre Crum the Qanks, n< 
denjr." J", in. 
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?r informed as to the subject whereof That there was gross mismanage - 

le wrote.* ment on the part of the Federals in 

iVs to the statement that other not so arranging and handling their 

roops besides the Virginia brigade troops as to place them in possession 

made the charge, and that these of Cemetery Ridge within a few 

troops were four regiments and part minutes after the explosion of the 

of a fifth, it may be safely affirmed mine none can dispute, 

that this is not according to the re- That the gaUant South Carolinians 

collection of any of the men of Ma- of Elliott's brigade up to the date of 

hone's brigade who participated in the fall of their brave leader, Gen. 

thecharge.t Stephen Elliott, and subseciuently 

There may possibly have been, and under the leadei-ship of Col. F. W. 

I have no doubt but that there were, McMaster did their whole duty, as 

a few individual members of these did other infantry by their fire from 

Carolina regiments who charged the fianks, none will deny, 

along with Mahone's brigade, but, if That the artillery oeeupying the 

any organized body, or bodies, of fortsto the right and left and station - 

troops made the charge along with ed in rear of the ( -niter rendertnl 

the Virginians, this important fact most effective service is l>eyond ques- 

has hitherto wholly escaped the at- tion. 

tention of the men of this brigade. That the Alabama brigade nuide 

*In a pleasant oorrespondenoe I have bad ions, then reformed as well as was possible 
^ith Col. MoMaster during the year 1892, beyond the Crater, and attempted to take 
be has stoutly oontended, as stated in the hill; was met at the outset by a counter- 
bis letter to Gen. Beauregard, that Ma- charge of the enemy, broke in disaster to 
b(»Qe's command did not arrive until ten the rear, passed through the Crater and 
o'clock or later, and his views are embodied lines on the right, throwing into confusion 
in his interesting letter which appears and drawing off with them many of th(> 
ftmong the addenda to this address. Scv- white troops, and ran to our linos. The 
^nX officers and men of Col. MoMaster's enemy regained a portion of his line on the 
command affree with him as to the matter right. This was about 8:46 a. m." (Italics 
J) cootroversy, and Maj. Coit, in his letter mine.— G. 8. B.) 

vritten August 2, 1879, from which an ex- Who wore the Confederate troops h(T<< 

:iact has been taken, expresses the opin- referred to as **the enemy" that regained a 

on that the arrival of liahone's troops was portion of the Confederate line on Gon. 

'near 11 o'clock." Bumside's right about 8:45 a. m.V Did i\m 

Col. McMaster, Maj. Coit, and all who gallant South Carolinians, or any otlier Con - 

i<»ld the opinion that the charge of Mahone's federate troops, make a counter- charge and 

brigade was made at any time later than be- regain any part of our captured linos north 

:wMm 8} and 9 o'clock are clearly in error, of the Crater, i. e., on Bumside's right, he- 

uid this, it is believed, is conclusively shown fore Mahone's brigade did this very thing ? 

by documentary and other evidence, some No; nor does any one so claim. Then *'tlie 

uf which will be found among the addenda, enemy" referred to must necessarily have 

There is a statement in Gen. Bumside's been Mahone's Virginia brigade, and, if this 

UBclal report of the action, made Aug. 13, be true, the time of its charge is flxod by 

1^, which ought to remove all controversy Gen. Bumsido at 8:45 a.m. 

i& the premises. In this report Gen. Bum- fCapt. W. Gordon McCabe, who was the 

«idc, referring to the 4th (colored) division, adjutant of Col. William J. Pegram's bat- 

■»y»: talion of artillery and was an eye-witness of 

"The division, disorganized bv passing the charge, in an account of what ho saw, 

^ pit, crowded with men of other divis- sent me to-day, he says: . 
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the final successful charge has never generalship as few men are, and none 
l)een disputed. knew this better than the men of his 

x» i.Au 4.4.V V. ri-v. xr- • • command. Wherever he led or 

But that the charge of the Virgmia , , ^^ 
, . , 1 1 1 n T^ A placed them, they always felt a 

brigade, commanded by Gen. D. A. , _. . 1 ^^ . ., 

Tir • 1 ^ • 4. 1 1 /-I -ITT moral certainty that they were being 

Weisiger and directed by Gen. Wm. , i -, , , . , . 

T^ . , i.,.i u r properly led or placed, either to in- 

Mahone, made a little before nine S. r^^, ^ , 

,,,.., J- J XI. 1 "ict the most damage on the enemy 

o'clock m the morning, did the sub- ^ ^ ,, . ^. , , 

. .. . 1 4.U 4^ 1 rl 4^u or to have the enemy inflict the least 

Htaiitial work that led to the re-cap- , ,, " ,. , 

tureof the Crater and the adjacent ^e"'^™^ oTthe cha **" 

earth-works is a fact that will always ,>. ^ ^, ^^ ^ ^ 

stand out boldlv on the pages of his- P™*^^' ^^^""^ ^^ °°* ^'^'^ *° ^^« 
tory, and the fame of the brigaxie ^"«^^' ^"^'^'^ **»f ^«°- ^^**'«"'' 
for it« part in this brilliant action, ^^ P^.'^* personaUy superintend- 

.. n n u- mg and directing the movement, that 

increasing as time rolls on, will shine ^.^ ^ , , ^, »^"« 

out in the imperishable records of ^f. "°* ^f ^ *^** '[f '^f^ *« ^ P«>P- 

the late war long after its actore shall ^'^'y,/^"'^ f^^^^ ^^^^^ and 



have passed away. 



would be put in just when and where 

the most effective service could be 

Weisiger was an impetuous, dash- rendered. This impression of these 

ing man, among the bravest of the two commanders of the old brigade, 

]>rave; Mahone, cool, courageous, whose names have X)a8sed into his- 

and able, was by nature fitted for tory along with that of the com- 



«i 



'At a little before 7 a. m. Col. Pegram re- yards in the rear of the right of the Gee 
ported with two batteries (Brander's and house, a commanding position on the west 
*the Purcell') at Bushrod Johnson's head- side of the plank road about five hundred 
quarters, which were east of the road and yards in rear of the Grater, 
immediately north of the present first en- "Our orders were not to fire at all. unless 
trance to Blandford Cemetery. the enemy attempted to re-inforce the 

**Gen. Johnson knew nothing of the ex- troops in the Crater, or the troops there at- 
tcnt of the disaster. He had not even been tempted to advance to Cemetery HiU. We 
to the front. Gen. Lee came up while I ran up piles of canister in front of each 
was there, Col. Pegram having gone to the gun, and then had to stand idle and take a 
front to see where to put his guns. heavy fire. Col. Pegram and I went for- 

*'Col. Pegram returned in a few minutes, ward to the Gee house to see what was go- 
and, as on account of the severe fire sweep- ing on. We went up stairs and peeped 
ing the plank road we could not move the through the bullet-holes (for the whole place 
guns up that road, we went back toward was riddled with bullets and were being 
town until we reached the ravine. We further riddled while we were there). Prom 
pulled our guns along the ravine until we this position I saw Mahone's men lying 
reached the reservoir. We went up the ra- down in the ravine. I saw no troops to 
vine along the course of Lieutenant Kun to their right or left. Suddenly they jumped 
a point near the bridge on New Road , which up, and with a wild yell charged and carried 
road being commanded by the enemy's guns, the position occupied by the enemy north 
we had to ascend the hill to the north of this of the Crater. I never saw a thing done so 
road. The hill is very steep there, or was. quickly. Pegram and I yelled and clapped 
We left our caissons in the ravine at the our hands and ran back and told our men. 
foot of the reservoir, 'doubled teams' on the It was the first good news we had to tell 
guns and pulled them square up this almost that day. *Tantum indi,* as the Roman 
perpendicular hill. It was the steepest pull says. We pulled out of our position at 
I over saw during the war. We then moved sunset." 
forward and came into battery about fifty 
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mand, I liave felt that juatipe rp- 
(|uires that I should hei'e record. 

I feel, too, that I should not pass 
in sileucp the gallant Sontheriier, 
Capt- T, J. Girardey,* who was 
Bervliig on Gea. Mahone's stafl' at 
the time of the action, and won by 
his cundnct the coiniQission of brig- 
adier-general, dating from the 30th 
of July, 1864, and whose apleadid 
oonduct on this and previous occa- 
sions ha*! commanded the admira- 
tion of all of the men of our brigade. 

Nor shoulil I pass in silence the 
(taring deeds of Privates Dean'^s and 
Valeatine,24 of the 12th. As the 
line was forming for the charge, each 
picked ont and pointed to a stand of 
F«^deral colors and said he meant to 
have it. On the charge, before 
reaching the works, Valentine re- 
ceived a wonnd from which he never 
recovered, and Dean wa« killed. 
Both men were members of the Pe- 
tersburg Old Grays. 

I have now, C'omrades, finished 
my story of the Crater, not. how- 
ever, without a painful sense that as 
a record of this historic battle it is very 

*CKpt. Qlrardef nas Boon alCerwarde 
mbdo brigadier -general, but hU bHlliarit 
oiuwr wae brought to au uarly cloee. He 
wu killed in actlua wllhin a few wntibs af- 
ter ruoelvlDg hlB oomiulsaioiJ. whiuh dated 
trom Ibe Crater. 

IS. LcODi'lv I>. Dean, iif tetenbun;, Va., Co. B. 
lUh Virginia m:im>:nt. 

M. Ttaomaa \'iLLeti[iii«. of Ricbiuond, Vs., Co. B, 
12Ui Vlivillla reglmGUl. 

f'lnstekd of rooelvliig elevnii bayonet 
wounds." sayaCApt, Geu. J, Bogera. late A, 
Q. M.. A. N. v.. In alettordated September 
27th. 1890. -he received flfteen. • ■ • - 
I remember this diatiticily, as I burled his 
body. ■ • • • Although a Noilbeni 
mMi there wae iit> more Kol'^ut spirit in tbu 



incomplete. Many brave and gallant 
deeds done by men on both sides have 
not been mentioned. To ('apt. Me - 
Cabe's splendid narrative, already 
mentioned, to the On?H»'i/*>^tieleand 
othei' documents from which I have 
so freely drawn, and to the many 
old soldiers who participated in the 
action yet alive, I must refer for 
much that I have necessarily omit- 
te<I ; as, for inst<Lne«, snch deeds uf 
valoras thoseof ('apt, Wni. Wallace 
Broadbent, on the C'onfederate side, 
who fell pierced by eleven bayonet 
wounds,t and of Lieut. -Col. John A. 
Bro88,t on the Federal side, who, 
attired in full uniform, fell riddled 
with bullets as he was conspicnons- 
ly rallying his men for a forward 
move, WTiat has been narrated to- 
night must be received only as a 
private soldier's individual impres- 
sions of the action, formed partly 
from personal knowledge and partly 
from information obtaine<l from oth- 
ers and Iwlieved to be authfsntic. 
If the story told has interested or 
contributed to a elearei' understand- 
ing of how the battle was foufrht 

Southern ranks. He was from New Joreey, ] 
but hsd lived In Sussex count}'. Va,, tor I 
several years before the war. He n-HB cap- 
tain of the 'Sussex BiHes.' Co, E. IGtbVa, 
Infantr}-. 

tCol. John k. Bross, of the 29th U. S. col- 
ored troops. Col. Thomas, in his Century 
article, says: "Aa I Kave the order (to 
chargei Lieut, -Col. John A. BroBs, brother 
of Lieutenant-OovpmorBroBsof Ohio.tnk- 
Ing the Qag In bis own hands, was the first 
man to leap from the works into the v&tley 
ot death below. He bad nttlred himself in 
full unitorm, evidently with the int«nt of 
inspiring his men. He had hardly reached 
the ground outside the works before he Fell 
to rise no more. He was conspicuous and 
magnificent in his gallantry." ' 



I 



180 WAR TALKS OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS. 



and won, it will have served ite pur- "We on the left of the line were 
pose. ^^w under a brisk fire of musketry, 

the balls cutting up the ground all 

around us and wounding some of 
ADDENDA. our men. These shots seemed to 

come from the direction of the Cra- 

The following extracts from let- ter, which was to our right. Every 

ters writt/cn and statements made minute or two there was a call for 

by participants in the battle of the ^^^ ambulance corps to take off a 

(Crater throw ailditional light upon ^^^^.^ "'^P' ^?^ the situation was 

, ^ ^, becoming critical. It was apparent 
this action, and may be properly that the time had now arrived for 

here given: something to be done. The men 

Mr. J. Edward Whitehorne, of Pe- ^^^ ^^^^^^ advance or fall back, as 
,.«b»i. Va Who .» fi„t ^^t ^yj'1 '^l^^\^ 
Of Co. F, 12th Va. regiment, in a left of the Une. 
statement made in July, 1890, says: "Whilst this was going on I was 
"At the battle of the Crater the astonished at the splendid handUng 
company of which I was a member, ^^ » ?'«<* of artillery to our left and 
(Va). F, 12th Va. regiment.) com- ^^^- I* ^^^ throwing grape and 
manded by Capt. E. P. Scott, was caiuiister, and evei-y shot seemed to 
on the ertreme left of the line of ^t"'^® **»« ^^^^^ occupied by the 
battle when formed on the slope of enemy. Rising from the ground to 
the hUl preparatory to the charge, ^^ *^® ^^^^ ^^ **i«^ shots, I could 
and I as first sergeant of the compa- Pla^ly see the Federals in great 
ny, counter-marched and faced as we "."™'^™ jumping from their to our 
had l)een, was on the extreme left of ?*^® "^ **»« earthworks as if prepar- 
our company. From this position, "ig to charge, 
looking up the line as we lay on the .'^ f ^y ^^ *>« position above de- 
ground, I noticed that our line was fribed for a few minutes, when a 
not straight, but slightly curved, tremendous cheer from the right 
both flanks seeming to be a little greeted our ears. Looking up the 
more Jidvanced than the centre. ^^^^ ' ?»^, t^a* ^^^ "S^t of the wl 
Some one directed us, when we ad- *^"*" *^*" "^S^^ ^'^^ charge. In- 
vanced, not to move directly to the sta^tly we on the left sprang to car 
front, but to obUque sharply to the ^^^ f °«i ™o^'«<l forward at a double 
right, and to reserve our fire until ^^}9^- Here my knowledge of ttie 
we reached the brink of the ditch ^^^-^^^ ^^^' ^ ^ received a gun-shot 
occupied by the enemy, and after ^^'**'"^<i "^'^^^^ disabled me from fur 
delivering one volley to use the ther participation in it, and before wc 
bayonet. ''*" advancetl twenty i)aces." 

"Looking to the front I counted Lieut. -Col. Wm. H. Powell, of 
fourteen flags flying from our works, the 11th Infantry U. S. Army, from 
and the thought p^ed through my ^.y^^ ^,^j„^,,j^ . ^ . ^ 

mind that, if each flag represented a i ^ ^ , , , 

regiment, and our five depleted reg- ^^^^^''^^ extracts have been taken, 
iments had to oppose that force, we writing under date of July 20, 1890, 
had indeed serious work. from Fort Abraham Lincoln, N. D., 
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of which post he was then comman- charge between 8 and 9 a. m., aa I 
dant says * recall it. I also remember the charge 

"I thank you very much for the «f t^« ^""^ }'^^^\^^}''}' ,"^s 

printed copy of your address on the *^ repulsed, (about 10 o^lock,) 

subject of tte battle of the 'Crater.' ^nd again about 11 A M My po- 

Your account 6f the Confederate 8»*^«" during each of said charges 

aide of the affair, as far as I could ^"^ f ««? '^^'^^ *^« ""^ f *^« pT^' 

observe from the Union line, seems ^""'^ *^®,^«^ ^^ the centre looking 

to accord so well with my views as w^t and during ^h of said charges 

to what took place, that I ^ot but i^?<l^ *?« "8^* . ot>l»qae» a»<l >" 

think you must be accurate in your the intervals my hring was directed 

fnU d^cripHon. I saw your (Ma- *.* *Ji^*f*^P!,*° *^'; traverses to the 

hone's) line when it prepared for the "8^^* (Confederate left), where there 

first charge. I left the Crater under ^«P » halfdozen or so battle-flap 

a heavy fire of canister, which one Ayi^g, some stiick in the earth -works 

of your batteries was delivering, and ^'l^ «"^«™ *^>"« ^ the hands of 

reported that a charge was ab^ut to color-bearers Part of said troops 

be made and return^ in time to see ^^''^ exposed to an enhlading fire 

it, and with orders to the brigade ^''^"^ "^^ stand-point, and said fire 

commanders to push their tr^ps 7» ^'"^ '"^ constantly by a few 

forward, but you might as well have ^^' 

tried to get bees out of a hive and "There was a charge made by. a 
form them into line. As I said be- small body of troops (probably 400) 
fore, I am -glad to have had the between 7 and 8a.m. They came 
pleasure of reading your version of from the direction of where Mr. 
the affair. As a regular officer at Griffith's house now stands. Some 
that time I was so thoroughly dis- of them reached the outer rim of the 
gnsted with the management of the Crater and were taken in by us. I 
vhole business, from the banning, think I saved the life of one of them; 
that it was «ith difficulty I could he was a tall, lank, chap and had 
restrain myself when writing about rushed up to a depression in the 
it." earth and was down on hand and 

Mr. Howard Aston, Of Zanesville, knees Several rifles were levelcMl 
^,. ^ , ' ^ ., . uponhimwhen Icned/Don'tHhoot! 

Ohio, from whose recent article m Don't shoot! He'll surrender.' I 

the Zanesville Courier, several ex- called for him to come in. He drew 

tracts have been taken, in a letter to back as if he was going to dodge to 

Messrs. Cabaniss & Co., of Peters- ^^^^ shelter of earth to his right, 

burg, Va., under date of Angnst 20, ^^%l ^T^^^ ''^ '"^ ^T ?"1 ^""^K 
^^ ' ^ ' ed, K)ome here, you d — d fool, or I 

lo»0, says: ^Hl g^oot.' Johnnie crawknl in 

^'Gentlemen: Your enclosure of and huddled down with others to- 

pamphlet on 'C^ter' battle duly re- wards the bottom of the (Crater and 

ceived. I have delayed acknowledg- I paid no attention to him after this. 

ing receipt until I had perused same. He may have been kilh^l afterwards, 

Kow I wish to thank you for the fa- for the shells from a small mortar 

vor, for it is highly appreciated, battery to our right fnmt dropin-xl 

Mr. Bernard's article is well writ- every few minutes in our midst, 

ten, and descTibes Mahone's lii-st sometimes bui-stiug just Jis they 
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would strike the earth, at others charge of the party that built that 
just above us, the pieces killing or pile, and, when I have told the story 
wounding those nearest. I can tes- since, I have seen the inoredaloos 
tify that the boys who worked those looks, and it would be pleaaant for 
mortars got the range admirably (for me to have it corroborated, e6i>ecial- 
them — but not for us). I fired over ly by one of Mahone's brigade. 
80 rounds from the Crater and near '^I have always claimed that the 
by and when the last charge was battle was one of the most desperate, 
made dodged back to our line, and I bloody and fearful, for those who 
did not see another man get back were engaged, of any of the war. 
after I reached it. ''My old colonel. Gen. Delevan 

^* Again thanking you, and with Bates, of Aurora, Nebraska, led oiu" 
kindest regards to each member of r^ment and we led the Fourth 
the firm, division." 

''1 am, very truly, q^^ ^^^^^ ^^ response to a letter 

''Howard Aston." asking his recoUections of the bat- 

Capt. Fieeman S. Bowley, of San tie, in a statement furnished in Jan- 
Francisco, Cal., first lieutenant of uary, 1891, says: 
CJompany H, Thirtieth U. S. Colored ^On the 22d of July, 1864, as com- 
Troops, from whose address before mandingofficer of the30th U.S.Col- 
the California commandery of the ored Troops, I was informed by the 
Loyal Legion much interesting mat- brigade commander that a part of the 
ter has already been drawn, writing Confederate line was being nnder- 
^ . ^ ^ . V. mined and when this mine was ex- 

from Siin Francisco, under date of pj^^ ^ ^^^.i^ ^^^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^^ 

November 9th, 1890, says: the Union forces and that the color- 
'^Your letter with article on Peters- ed division of the 9th corx)S had 
burg Crater received. I read it with been selected to take the advance. 
gi*eat interest. It is by far the most "The location of the fort was 
exhaustive and complete account pointed out and the i)art that the 
that has ever been published. The 30th U.S. Colored '^oops was to 
only criticism that I would like to i)erform was given me in detail, as 
make is this: You over-estimate the was also the work of the other regi- 
numl)er of men in the white regi- ments of the brigade, 
ments. Excepting the 14th N. Y. "The 30th regiment was to ad- 
Heavy Artillery, and the 2d Pa. vance immediately after the explo- 
Heavy Artillery, the white regi- sion, as rapidly as i)06sible to the 
ments probably did not average 125 Crater, and then turn to the left and 
men each. They had sufi*ered so in sweep down the line of breast-works 
the Wilderness campaign that bri- as far as possible and hold the far- 
gades would not make a fair sized thest point gained. It was expected 
regiment. Your 'old negro' was not the confusion would be so great that 
my 'Sergeant Offer.' He (Offer) got forty rods at least and perhaps a 
out all right. much farther distance would be se- 

"Do you remember seeing the cured, 

breast- work of dead men piled "Another regiment was selected to 

jicross the traverse at the right (Fed- do the same work on the right of the 

eral) side of the Ci-atert I had Crater, going just as far as possibie. 




OEH. DELEV4N BATES. 
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This wonld make a fair opeiiiug for \'iBion frout hail vanished aud wft I 
the troops following to make a bee- were rapidly moving hy cuiupaniea. I 
line for the battery on th« el«vatetl My regiment entered the (Joufeder- 
(n^HQd near the cemetery, which we a,te lines at the right of tile (_'rater 1 
imdei-stood was the key to this part as we faced from the Union lines. 
of tiie line. iiimibei' of prisoners were taken and. J 

"For several days our brigade a lii-e was opened at the Confederates J 
was drilled in just the movements still farther to the right, 
that we were expet^ted to go through "In a few moments a staff-oflicer, 
when the explosion should cJ3me. hastily approaching, asked for the 
Time after time did my regiment go brigade commander, Not readily 
thi'uugh the imaginai-y advance, the finding this officer he turned U* me 
turn to the left and the advance and said, 'Col. Bivtes, a charge must , 
aloug the line of the breast -wol'ks, be made on Cemetery Hill at once.' | 
Every officer and every private knew I'The surroundings were such that! 
his place and what he was expected a line of battle could not be formed j 
to do. Without a single commanil and all that I could do wa« to order- 
the part assigned to each could have an advanc* to the front, which order' 
Jiecu carried out, and I sincerely be- -vi-as promptly ol)eycd by my regiment 
lieve that the assault would have and such portions of the other regi- 
Ijeea a successful one, for the scheme meuts of our brigade as were neap ^ 
■was admirably plaimed. us. We reached the open plain be- J 

''But the night before the assault yond the line of breast-works in J 
■wa.s made the plan was changed by which we were partially protected J 
isuiiic one and the white troops wej-c before tiie move to the front. 
went in, apparently without an idea "How far we went 1 do not know, 
«f what they were to do. From the for a volley from onr front and right \ 
action of the division that went in disabled about one-half of our otli- ' 
ininiediately after the explosion one officers and one-third of the privates. J 
-would think they neither knew what "I hare been t4>ld that Bansom'B 1 
to do or how to do. No advantage North Carolina brig.ule occupied the 1 
nppcsu's tfl have been taken of the breast works from which the volley j 
demoralize"! condition of the enemy, came, 
but all stoppeil at the Crater until "An ounce of lead stcuck me jimt * 
all the surprise was over, when of in front of the right ear^ passed ] 
wmrse it was too late to expect sue- above the roof of the mouth, and ] 
cess, came out close Ijehind the left ear, 

"Why the coloi-ed division was "The hghting of Mahone's brig- 
ordered in after a full ^o hours had ade, so well described by you, did J 
elapsed aii<i all the reinforcements not occur until some time after I w 
bad arrived in onr front that were shot. No doubt they did well, fori 
deemed nec&fsary to hold the uncap- I have faced the Virginia troops too 
lured portion of the line, I never many times to cast any reflections 
knew. Nor did I have a definite upon theii' valor. I saw Pickett's 
ideaof what we were expected to do. division at Gettysbuig make a 
"The order to me was to go in by charge as ill-advised as was ours at 
divisiou front, which order was the Crater. They were as badly cut 
promptly ol»'yed, although liy the to piecew and met asdisustnms a lie- 
tirae the Crater was rwichi'*! our di feat iw did we: but they did all Ihat 
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men could do, and so did the color- brigade through the rest of the war." 

ed division. Perhaps it may be in- Mr. Wm. G. Smith, of Naahiille, 

teresting to some to know how I felt Tenn., and acting ensign of the 12th 

when the bullet passed through my Virginia regiment, writing from that 

head, and what the first thoughts , i ^ i. /■ a ^ i. 0*1. 

were after being wounded. I did P^^ ^^^^ ^""^ ^^ September 8th, 

not think of home, nor heaven, nor 1890, says: 

death, nor my farm-life. I was <'Among those who reached the 

slightly dazed, but realized that I works, however, and who did eflfec- 

was seriously injured, and felt that tive work, was Emmet Eichardson, 

r must get to the rear as soon as a tall, strong, athletic fellow, who, 

possible. I did not fall, nor did I after discharging his gun, did terri- 

feel any pain whatsoever. To reach ble work with the bayonet and with 

the brejist-works where shelter could the butt of his gun. No less than five 

l)e obtained was the first impulse, of the enemy fell beneath the terri- 

I presume that I staggered, for sev- ble strokes of this powerful man. 

eral of the men came to my assist- He was a member of Co. K, of the 

'ance. A feeling of fainting then I2th, Capt. Dick Lewellen 'sold 00m- 

«ime over me, and water was asked pany. Joe Maclin will remember, 

for. A canteen-full was poured no doubt, the man, and also the in- 

upon my head and I revived. I was cident, as he was very near by at the 

carried at once to our lines, and time himself. I have lost sight of 

when alx)ut half the distance was Eichardson entirely since the war. 

pjissed an experience was undergone i don't know whether he is living or 

which will never be forgotten. A not, though I hope he is, and it would 

charge of canister was fired at us be very gratifying to know that he 

from the battery at the right of the has nifuleasgood a citizen as he made 

C^rater. The men who were c^rry- a good and faithful soldier.* 

ing me saw the discharge of the gun <<The battle-flag of the Twelfth 

and dropped to the ground. Such a regiment on that occasion, which was 

shrill, deathly, sound as was made comparatively new and which had 

by that charge passing about two been little used (the old battle-flag 

ft^t above us, God knows I never having been so badly torn and pot 

want to heiir again. Once within away for safe-keeping), had never 

our lines my wound was simply been touched by a bullet of the ene- 

dresscHl with cold water. The sec- my up to the morning of July SOth, 

ond (lay saw me on board a vessel 1864, though it had been carried in 

for New York, and soon a mother's several engagements previous to the 

hand was kindly nursing the wound- battle of the t)rater. On the mom- 

ed soldier. I was but twenty-fonr ing in question, however, it had be«i 

velars of age and in perfect health, riddled by buUets. Tlje stafl" also 

The wound rapidly healed without was badly shattered. Immediately 

pain or inconvenience, except a stif- after getting possession of the works, 

feuwl jaw and partial deafness, the acting ensign examined the flag, 

Eight weeks saw me in front of Pe- 

teisbiu'g once more, and the expe- ♦Thos. E. Richardson, orderly sergeant 

rieuce of the battle of the Crater of his company, formerly of Petorsburg and 

.«ix'.» i«r* fi>^ of.,,, -r^f o i^T,r^T -r^f ix,.;r«^ "ow of Richmond, Va. He has made as 

gsueme the star of a bre\ et-briga- goo<l a citizen as he made a good and faith- 

dier -general and the command ot a ful soldier. 
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an well as the staff, ami foimtl thAt was related to me on the day follow^ 
in the charge live shotfl had passed iiig the battle, by David McConichiej- 
throngh the bunting, and three shots a Scotchman, and a member of that' 
had struck the stafl'. It wsis then splendid company, the Richmond 
planted on the works, but ere the Grays. He said he was an eye wit- 
lapse of a minute it was kuociked ness to a fieriw baiid to hand contest 
•lown by a shot from the enemy. It between Thomas S. Walsh, of the 
was replafed in the works, bnt was Richmond Gi-ays, and a Federal 
8<ion knoeked down again by another officer. Walsh, with his gun and 
shot. Again it was planted in the bayonet, and the Federal officer, with 
works, aud the third time was bift sword, pairied vigorously with 
knoekeddownby ashot from the en- ea«h other, each struggling for the 
etny, aud this time the sttiff was so mastery, when all at ouci^, Walsh, 
batlly shattered as to render it neces- who was very expert in the bayonet 
sarj' to re-infoi-ce it by splicing with exercise, made a successful lunge, 
aram-rod, in order to hold the pieces driving his bayonet through the 
of the Ktafl' together, which l«!iugac- liody of the officer, and the latter, 
coniptishe<I, it was again plant^^lin notwithstanding.ma'leacutat Walsh 
the works. afterwards with his sabre. Wab^h 
"At the close of the light on the ^n* snixseiiueutly killed himself in 
:«)th an examination was max^le of tli^ iKvttle on the IHth of August, 
tUe flag and the staff, ajid, by actual while standing by the side of Gen. 
oount,it was found that seventy-five Weisiger and the writer. Walsh 
shots ha<i paKied thi-ough the' flag, was small in stature, but strong and 
and nine shots hiul struck the staff, svetive, and a more gallant and iaith- 
On the return of the brigaile to it« ft>l soldier was not known in the bri- 
former position near Willcox's farm, gade. David M<( 'onichie will lie re- 
thejwtingensignof the 12th was sent memberod, iiu doiilil, by iiiiiiiy "f the 
for and orderetl t^ report to Gen. sni-viviug nnnil-crs ,.l iln- iijtli nf,'i 
Mahone at his headquarters. On ment, who nsiilc in riliisliiuf;. 
reaching Mahoue'a headquarters the was a faithful soidiii, iiiid h gci 
general presented him with one of man of unquestionable veracity, 
the staffs of the U.S. Hags captured Mr. John E. Langhton, Jr., „ 
by the bridle at the Crater. This Ri(.h,ao„d va., tii^t lieutenant of 
staff was reduced in Mize somewhat „ ,. ....,,. 
and the battle flag of the liith regi- ^'*- ^' ^^^ ^''- regiment, m a state- 
ment traoslerred to it. This waa ment made in Heptember, 1890, saya: 
the staff surrendered at Appomattox "i commanded Co. C of the brig- 
Court-House. The remnant of the a<le sharp-shooters, which company 
flag-staff carried in the battle of the was on the extreme right of the bat- 
Crater, with the original fractures tali on of sharp-shooters. A portion 
and several bullet marks still visible of the works to be attaeked by the 
nptmit, is in the posaeesion of the Virginia brigade was taken anil'held, 
acting ensign of the 12th Virginia and the iwrtioii which the fJeorgia 
n«iment on that oecnsioii, by whom brigade was expected to take was 
it in held as a precious relic of one ,i„t le-eaptured by them, even after 
of the most brilliant achievements a second attack. 
of the war. nj was desperately wounded in 
^^^treeall another ineideut which three pliK^s when within thirty f'oet 
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of the breast-works, and at the first charge not to fire a shot until the 

volley from a concentrated fire of works were taken. As I jiassed one 

several lines massed for a forward of the angles in the ditch by which 

movement. The fire was not only we approached the ravine from which 

from the direct front, but was also the charge was made I saw the works 

an enfilading fire, which came from north of the Crater filled with 

those of the enemy in the Crater, thousands of .the enemy — ^they at 

this being to our right. The pro- least so appeared to me. I counted 

portion of wounded and killed in 21 flags flying from the Crater and 

the sharp-shooters was exceedingly these works. This sight gave me no 

large. hope of ever getting away alive. 

The battalion went into the fight ^'We were now ready for the 

with 104 men and officers, and of charge, but Wright's bri^ule whidi 

these 94 men and officers were killed was to 8upxK)rt us was not yet in po- 

and wounde<l. Of the nine officers sition. It was at the time jjassing 

present eight were shot through the along in the ravine immediately be- 

breast. Lieut. Fi-ith, of Chester- hind us to take its position on our 

field county, Va., although one of the right. Many of the enemy I saw 

most gallant of my associates, es- tumbling over to our side of the 

eai)ed unhurt. breast -works. The men on the right 

''The presence of the sharp-shoot- of our line began to fire, although 

el's in this action was ae<;idental. this was against orders. This made 

Their usual duty was day service it necessjiry for the left of the line 

on the front line, where they did to advance at onc^ — for it was life or 

picket, skirmish and vidette duty, death with us — which we did with 

from whi(* they were relieved every a Confederate yell that carried every- 

night by some portion of the regular thing before it. The sight was the 

troops. On the night before the grandest I ever witnessed. Those 

battle of the Crater the right wing on the left of the line reached the 

of the 6th Va. relieved them, and works soonest, as we had the short- 

thecall for the brigade to get imder est distance to go." 
arms on the morning of the 30th was Mr. Richard B. Da\is, of Peters- 

before it was time t« send out the ^ y ^j^^ was a member of the 

sharp-shootei-8 to take their then ^ ^ , ^.^ ^ ^ ,^, 

usual position on the picket line in Petersburg Riflemen, Co. E, 12th 

front of the intrenchments on the Va. regiment, in a statement made 

Willex)x farm. So the battalion went in January, 1891, says: 
along with the balance of the brig- ^xt the battle of the Crater I was 

age in the pla<;e of the right wing of serving as a member of the corps of 

thefith Va., and accordingly occu- sharp-shooters of Mahone's bri^e, 

pied the extreme right of the brig- having been detailed along with Pri- 

ade line of battle.'' vate James A. Farley and Sergeant 

Capt. James E. Phillips, of Rich- Marcellus W. Harrison, of our com- 

mond, Va., first lieutenant of Co. G, pany, for that service, some timebe- 

i.^i^T. TT . . • i. . I fore the date of the battle. 

12th \a. regiment, in a statement ^c * :»: :ic * * 

furnished in September, 1890, says: ,,^^,^ ^^^ .^^ position, the 6th 

^^Gen.Mahone ordereil the men to Va. regiment being farthest to the 

fix bayonets and lie down and in the right, our sharp-shooters taking the 
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ilace of one wing of the fith regi- 
tni'Ut, aad tL<-u the bahint-e of the 
brigade in ordnr. As we l;vy there 
for a niDuieiit or Iwo awaiting ordei's, 
wr had a full view of the Federal 
troopB occupying onr works to the 
left of the (>atcr formed by the ex- 
ploKiou. Oiir right did not extend 
as far as a point opposite to the 
Prater itself. The battle-flags seem- 
ed almost as thick ;}» cornstalks in 
a rovr, and the whole fare of the 
earth, iiielnding the diteh wbieh our 
mvn formerly oeeiipied, fairiy teem- 
ed with the enemy. While we were 
tfauA lying, Failey pointed out to me 
a l'iiit«4l States Hag which seeme«i 
to have been planlt^ in the ditch 
nntrest na and said, 'Dick, when 
we trtArt go for that flag,' 

'Suddenly we heard to onr front 
and left a shout as if the Federals 
were almut to charge, and, looking 
that direction we saw, or thonght 
e flaw, the enemy charging down 
our lines. The men sprang to 
thoir feet and cried, 'Charge boys!' 
and away we went over the field 
with fixed bayonets, but not firing. 
I nhall ue\er forget the magnificent 
BppCAmnee of that long line of tat- 
tef«d uniforms as it swept in splen- 
did form across the fleld in the fac« 
of a tremendous lire that with every 
vtep wastbinuingonrranks. Among 
the firet, Lieut. John E. Laughton 
fell, shot through the breast. The 
next man strnck, as well as 1 now 
renunnbi-r, was B. F. EckJes, of Co. 
A, who fell shot throngb the ankle. 
Kticx him, when we had gotten right 
up to the diteb, Marcellus HarrLson 
vasfthutin the face (the muzzle of 
the (fna not being three teet from 
hini) and instantly killed. Farley 
I iwver saw afterwanls. He was 
kiUwi, 1 suppose. His body was 
■Kver ni-overwi. 

With iK'tter fortune I kept on 




nntil we got within five feet of the 
ditch where the Federals lay. It 
was literally filled with them, crouch- 
ing in every conceivable attitnde, 
with their palms raised, crying for 
quarter. As we got near I noticed 
a Federal oflScer especially, with 
drawn pistol, walking along as best 
he ctmld, and swearing be would 
shoot the first man that surrender- 
ed. OtberB of onr men noticed the 
same thing, as some one cried out, 
'Shoot the officei-Bl' and imme<liate- 
ly all of us fired — that is, all except 
me; mj' gun snapped. I stiuek the 
butt of the giui on the ground to 
shake the powder into the tnl)e pre- 
paratory to another trial, when I 
was shot through the right arm, 
Jnst above the eltKiw. 

"I had, however, reached the flag 
that Farley had pointed out, and, 
stripping it from the statf, I jumped 
with it into the ditch. Just then 
Capt. Eroadbent, who was in com- 
mand of our sharp-shooters, cried 
out, 'Come on, boys, they have cap- 
tured Rogers (meaning Col. Rogers, 
of the 6th) !' and wo passed alon^ 
with him to the right, where there 
seemed to be a hand-to-hand strug- 
gle going on. Broadbent fired his pis- 
tol several times into the crowd and 
Rogers was recaptured, I learned. 
About this time there was a rusL of 
men from the other side of the em- 
bankment into the trench where we 
were and Eroadbent was killed. All 
this occurred iu less than half the 
time it takes to narrate it. Looking 
up the trench to the right, I saw the 
Federals about the rim of the Crater 
getting a Napoleon gun into posi- 
tion in the trench to 6re down it. 
To my left, probably twenty steps, 
there was an immense traverse cut- 
ting off all view of the line in that 
direction. Looking around I saw 
very few, or none of our men, and, 
seeing the piece of artillery being 
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gotten into position to rake the cnrred on the east, or ontsidey of our 
trench, I determined to risk the run breast- works — my remark haying 
over the traverse into the trench be- reference only to the Federals witb- 
yond, where I was sure our men in my vision in the trench on the 
were. Starting out with that pur- west side of our breast-works.^ We 
pose, I had gone but a few steps, engaged them hand-to-hand in the 
when I heard sonie one say, 'Bayo- traverses and ditch behind the 
net that man!' and filled with horror breast-works. I remember firing my 
I sprang out of the works and ran gun when we gave the sca^ering 
back towards the ravine from which nre that I have already mentioned 
we commenced the charge, and, as given before the charge was made, 
reaching it, fell prone on the earth, and I had no time to load again, 
face downwards, perfectly exhaust- Consequently all the fighting that I 
ed. When I got to the rear I re- did after arriving at the works was 
member looking under my jacket for with the bayonet and butt of my 
the flag I tore off as above narrated gun. I remember seeing a negro 
and had stuffed there for safe keep- who had the most fiendish counton- 
ing. The flag, however, was gone, ance that I have ever seen, with the 
but in the jacket about the place muzzle of his gun in close proximity 
where the flag had been were two of Meade Bernard's head. There 
bullet-holes, besides three other bul- was a malicious grin on his face. I 
let-holes, one about the left shoulder, expected him to fire before I could 
the other two in the right sleeve, the strike him, but I struck him over 
latter made by the bullet which had the head with the butt of my gun 

Eierced my arm. I think I must and knocked him down before he 
ave dropped the flag in the works." could accomplish his manifest par- 
Mr. Putnam Stith, of Petersburg, P.^se. I will state here that several 

\T ' J. i. 4. /, ^'r.i.^A ;^ times m my dreams m the twenty 

Va., m a statement furnished m ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^j^ ^^^ ^.^^ 

November, 1891, says : the battle of the Crater I have seen 

"I was at the Crater as a member this same negro with the same hor- 

of Co. E (Petersburg Riflemen), 12th rible countenance I have described 

Va. regiment, Mahone's brigade, and which impressed itself on my 

As we filed out from the covered memory so deeply, 

way into the ravine in rear of our j ^^ ^ot remember anything else 

works from which the charge was particularly except that a member 

made, I saw Gen. Mahone standing ^f ^^^ company (i think it was JohB 

at the angle of the covered way, or Crow)2o and myself were exchanging 

ditch, personally directing the move- congratulations on getting through 

ment of the men. We formed the another fight safely when! was shot 

hne of battle m the ravine, and m through the shoulder. This was a 

a few minutes some of the enemy few minutes after we reached the 

then m our works started to charge works, and we regarded the fight- 

upon us, and some of our men, with- i^g as practically over. I went back 

out any order that I remember, gave t^ the rear, going along the same 

them a scattering fire, which result- ^oute by which we had reached the 

ed m their retmng into the works, ravine from which the charge was 

Immediately after this fire we ^ade, and when near Hannon's 

made the charge. The enemy m ice-pond I seated myself behind* 

the trench did not leave the works. . 

I cannot say as to anything that oc- jo. John e. crow, of Wilmington, n. c. 
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st, very weak and faint 
of blond. HeariDg a 
behiod a tree near me, 
Dg to see from whom it 
iscovered to my satisfac- 
leasnre that it came from 
, Dick Davis, who was 
the arm. We made our 
ler up the ravine near the 
ond to the ambulances. 
Mice probed our wounds 
each of us a drink of 
)ut as in au ambulance 
IB to Mcllwaine's Orove, 
James W. Claiborne, our 
irpeon, was. When we 
street. 



•rof. W. T. Davis (Dick's 
ick told a boy to tell his 
vaa slightly wounded (in 
ct he was severely wound- 
fas on his way to Mcll- 
rove. In less than a half 
we got there Prof. Davis 
tb a bottle of home made 
ch hand ; and that wine, 
1 to the whiskey that Dr. 
and Dr. Vance had al- 
m us, saved two lives." 
K M. Bernard, of Peters- 
mentioned in tbe tore 
bement as "Meado Uer 
ember of the Peteisburfj 
ill a letter dated June 26, 



count, given in your ad 
ro A. P. Hill Camp, of the 
ihe Crater, agrees so en- 
my recollection of it, and 
hat it leaves me but little 
he subject, 

a very strong impression 
it upon our arms the night 
this battle and that it was 
mongat others, that led us 
hat our commanding gen- 
kuticipated what occurred 
morable day. 

> order came for our 



command to move I was at tbe spring 
filling tbe canteens for onr mess, and 
when I returned to the trenches I 
found the brigade about to move. I 
distributed the canteens, got my ride 
and filed into ranks. We all believed 
that the move meant fight, bnt when 
and where I, at least, did not know 
until we had gone some distance, 
when Ciipt. Norborne Starke, of Gen. 
Hill's staff, rode up and called me to 
him. H« dismounted and we walked 
along together, he leading bis horse. 
He then told me that a mine had 
been sprung at the Elliott salient, 
that tbe enemy in large force had 
occupied a portion of our lines and 
that our mission was to charge and 
dislodge them and rc-eBtablish the 
broken lines. 

"Capt. Starke and myself had the 
same sweetheart. At least I hiow 
that I was very much in love with 
her and I tlioinilit he was. I had, 
during the war, worn in the watch- 
pocket of my pants a little locket 
with a most excellent dagueri'eotype 
of this lady, and whenever I met 
Capt. Htarke — and I met him fre- 
quently — he would iuvariably ask 
me to let him look at this picture and 
never failed to beg me for it. Of 
course I did not comply with this 
request. On the occasion in ques- 
tion, after speaking of tbe hot and 
perilous work we were about to en- 
gage in, and of the probabilities that 
both he and I would l>e killed, he 
said, 'Meade, if you should be kill- 
ed in this light and I survive, will 
you agree that I may take that locket 
from your pocket and keep it as my 
own, if I rescue your botly and see 
that it has a decent burial in your 
square in Blandford ?' I agreed 
and the bargain tor my burial was 
struck. I marched on, trying to be 
cheerful, but my heart was heavy. 

"About this time we had reached 
the point where we were ordered to 
doff onr knapsacks, Jcc, and get 
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ready for action. I do not remember he would do what was best for ma 
that I did, but I have no doubt I did, ''Soon after Capt. Jones had given 
hope that by some means it might us the little address you so aoonrate- 
fall to my lot to act as guard for their ly describe — I do not remember ex- 
luggage while the other boys were actly how long — I happened to raise 
fighting, but such was not my lot. my head and saw the enemy crowd- 
In a few moments we were moving ing over the breast-works as if abonl 
towards the field of battle. I think to make a charge upon us. Just i& 
we marched left in front, so that this moment Capt. Girardey, who was 
when we emerged from the covered behind and a little to my right, wav- 
way into the ravine from which we ing his sword, sprang over our line, 
charged our line of battle was form- saying, 'Charge! FoUow me!' The 
ed under the order, 'on the left by manner in which this command was 
file into line.' obeyed I shall not attempt to des- 

"I remember very distinctly, just cribe. It is a matter of history, read 
as I left the covered way to turn up by the world. 

the ravine, there seeing Gen. Mahone "Most of the men obeyed the order 
superintending the formation of his given by Capt. Jones not to fire our 
line and speaking words of encour- guns until we reached the works in 
agement to the men. I also, just at which the enemy was intrenched, 
this point, remember seeing a mem- Arrived at these, I fired my ^un into 
ber of Gen. Elliott's command who a mass of human beings, with whal 
said to us, 'Show them no quarter, effect I do not know, nor do I care 
boys, they raised the black flag on to know. As soon as I fired I sprang 
us and showed us none.' I have also into one of the numerous traverses 
an indistinct recollection that this that ran through and about the lines 
same soldier informed us that a large of the breast-works and ditches thai 
portion of the enemy we had to meet constituted the fortifications at this 
were negroes. point. This traverse, by a somewhat 

"After I got my position in line I winding route, led directly into the 
raised my head ana looked towards main ditch at this point. I followed 
the enemy, when it became evident it, meeting several unarmed, terrified 
to me, judging from the number of negroes, some wounded and some 
battle-flags I saw floating from the not, all begging for mercy and try- 
works in front of us, that we were ing to get to our rear, until it brought 
about to fight against enormous me to this main ditch. It seems that 
odds. My recollection is that I hur- there was one Confederate soldier— 
riedly counted twenty-one of these a mere youth — ahead of me in this 
flags. I got back into my position traverse and on his way to the main 
in nne feeling that my earthly career ditch, but, in consequence, I sup 
was approaching its close, and I of- pose, of its winding nature, I did 
fered to Almighty God a short, but not see him, or, if I did, I did not 
perhaps the most earnest and fer- notice him until I entered the main 
vent prayer I had ever uttered, to ditch. This youth was one of Ei- 
spare my life, or, if not, to save my liott's brigade, who, with several 
soul. I felt that this prayer would others of his comrades, as I have al* 
be answered, I did not know how, ways understood, charged along 
nor, if I remember correctly, did I with us. As soon as I entered the 
care very much. I felt more thor- main ditch, which was filled with the 
oughly tnan I had ever done before enemy, white and black, in perfect 
thtd; I was in God's hands and that confusion, some running ana some 




fighting, I saw this youth to my left pierced him witii hia bayonet and he 
leaning with his bock against the fell to the ground. Justat this jnno- 
breaat-work, with a large negro hoI- ture — it all happened in less than 
dier standing over him, with musket one-tenth of the time I have taken to 
in band, attempting to send his bay- tell about it— the youth whom I had 
onet into his body, the youth having rescued bad picked up a large army 
bold of the bayonet and resisting pistol and with its butt end knocked 
with all his might the efforts of the my negro antagonist a blow on the 
negro to stick it into him, I imme forehead which felled him to the 
diately made for them, lunged my ground, a dead man (I think), and 
bayonet at his side, but, either from left me master of my gun and unhurt. 
bad aim on my part or quick motion "I then stepped back into the tra- 
on his, the bayonet, instead of en- verse for the purpose of loading my 
tering his body and putting an end gun,aud oameveryneardoingavery 
to him, struck plumb upon his hip sad piece of work with its load. Just 
bone. He immediately turned loose as I, with loaded gun, returned into 
bis gun and seized mine before I themainditch.anofficerwithuniform 
ooald recover myself for another almost exactly like that worn by the 
lunge at him, and endeavored to dis- Federal officers ran by me from left 
arm me, and would perhaps have to right, goinginthe direotionof the 
done so, but for the fact that I was Crater, where the enemy were hud- 
possessed of considerable physical died together, pressing with all their 
strength. While this negro and I might to get cover in the hole, some 
were scuffling over my giin a Fed- of them crying out, 'We surrender'.' 
oral lieutenant, a white man, with some waving white handkerchiefs, 
pistol drawn and pointed to my and some — a ifreui nuiny, it seemed 
face, ordered me to surrender, which to wc^shooting back at us. I raised 
perhaps I would have done but for my gun to shoot this officer as he ran 
thefact that at that moment our boys from me, but, just as I was about to 
who had not been so fortunate, or pull trigger, he hallooed to those of 
unfortunate (1 don't know which) as the enemy whose shots were worry- 
to have struck a traverse leading ing us, 'Stop shooting, if you wish 
into the main ditch, but had to climb to surrender!' and as I did not feel 
as best tbey could over the ditches like doing an injury to one who 
and breastworks, were pouring over seemed so anxious to do good to me, 
the embankments into the ditch I uncovered him and let dy at the 
where I was, and I saw it was safer pestiferous shooters whom he was 
to fight on than to surrender. So I trying to quiet. As I fired this offi- 
dechned to surrender, or rather, went cer turned towards me and I saw it 
on with my efforts to get control of was one of Gen. Beauregard's staff- 
my gun. Tltis lieutenant then pulled officers who was dressed in his fa- 
tngger, but his pistol snapped. As tigue uniform. I remarked to him 
quick as thought he again cocked it, that I came very near shooting him 
and, putting it to my face, pulled and he replied that I would not have 
trigger and it fired, but it was so been at fault, as it was a very impru- 
close to me, that, as it fired, it was dent thing iu him to go into an ac- 
knocked out of position by my arm tion dressed as be was. 
and its charge missed me. Eefore "It was not far from this spot, but 
he could get ready for another fire a some minutes afterwards, that poor 
member of the Richmond Grays, Emmet Butts fell right by my side, 
^-Jake Old, I believe it was — had soclose that I heard and shall never 



I 
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was practically momentary. Jump- manning the works np to the bor- 
ing on the banquette, I discovered ders of the Grater, leaving no front 
the enemy pouring into the Crater, for the entrance of the enemy, ex- 
and very little firing on their line, cept such as has been made vacant 
In less than five minutes' time our by the upheaval of the earth. lim- 
men recovered from their panic, mediately made my wav down the 
the men of the 18th falling in indis- lines to the left, to Wrig^ht's batteijr* 
criminately with mine (those of the The batteiy was not in Uie mam 
17th). line, but a few yards in the rear ; it 

"About this time a battery on the bore directly upon the salient at 
left of the ravine, a short distance very close range, and was erected 
in rear of Ransom's brigade, did for the purpose of defending the 
great execution. This battery was front of our works. It was upon the 
Wright's, of Halifax county, Va., hill to the left of and very near the 
and was well handled. I observed ravine or covered way, in the rear 
it specially. The other batteries in of Hansom's right. The position 
the rear and to the south of the Gra- was a very elevated one (more ele- 
ter also did good execution. vated than the salient) ana, as there 

"I may here quote from Major was a gradual ascent from the ra- 
Goit's letter above referred to : vine to Pegram's battery, Wright's 

"'The night before the explosion I guns were enabled to sweep the 
remained in Pegram's battery until front of our works over the neads 
12 o'clock, at which time all was of our men in the line occupied by 
quiet on the lines, the men being in Elliott's brigade, 
remarkably ^ood spirits, singing "'From the moment of the explo- 
songs, &c., aU unconscious of the sion until my arrival in Wright's 
fate that awaited them with the battery could not have exceeded 
dawn. twenty or twenty-five minutes. Up 

" 'At 12 o'clock I returned to my to this time no artillenr from our 
headquarters at the spring, and lines had opened that I Know ol I 
slept soundly until awakened at day- immediately ordered the battery to 
light bv the dull, heavy sound of open with shrapnel and canister, 
the explosion, and by a sensation as first sweeping the ground in front 
of being rocked in a cradle. In a of Elliott's line and the salient. At 
moment I suspected what had oc- this time the enemy were still press- 
curred and ran up the line in the ing their columns from their lines 
direction of Pegram's battery, over the intervening space to the 
When within a few yards of the Grater. This fire, together with die 
Grater I was met by the few men of musketry from EUioU's brigade and 
the battery that survived the explo- other troops along the line within 
sion, and the fate of the remainder reach, soon checked the advanoe of 
was fully revealed. At this time the the enemy from tiheir own line& 
enemy were pouring over our works The Grater itself could not oontain 
into the Grater. Immediately after the masses that had already bees 
the explosion the enemy r"*^^ ^«i«»Md. jq^ 4|ie breaoh, bo that 
upon our lines with 9^^ *»4iv6 crowded over ilr 

concentrated in o« I 4tood in its M' 

of the enemv*'' ^lyiniiation n 

of shellB and 

vrasdMhfai lidtaaoe 

the men M^Wj^ga 




sniDs were turned directly apon tho 
Crater and the masseB asaembled in 
itB rear. The fire from this battery 
%as unremitting from the time it 
i^ened until the dose of the en- 
ngemeut by the snirender of the 
Crater, having thrown during the 
time from five to six hundred shell 
And canister. Anticipating a large 
expenditure of ammunition, addi- 
tion^ supplies were ordered from 
the rear and broug^ht in wagons 
from Cemetery Hill as near our 
Snea as it was safe to do so, in rear 
6f Oracle's right, from which point 
it was borne by details of men ap- 
pointed for that purpose. From 
my position iu this battery I had 
■ complete view of all the move- 
ments in front and rear o( the Cra 
ter and ground within our lines, 
from the ravine to the plank road. 
feeling that our safety depended 
upon our success in preventing tho 
'formation of the enemy, I watched 
^eir movements closely, and re- 
doubled the fire when I saw any in- 
dication of formation or attempt to 
mdvance in the direction of the plauk 
load. 

" 'During the engagement, Brad- 
ford's battery opened a heavy tire 
with his 20-pound Parrotts,* entiiad- 
IBg the enemy's lines as far as the 
Hare bouse and beyond. I cannot 
Bpeak in too high praise of the c ou- 
tlet of Oapt. Wright,t his officers 
jmd men, during this engagement. 
The day was excessively hot, and 

' 'This battery, uf three guns, a company 

Dm MlBslsBlppl. ooinmaDdod by Capt. wu. 

. Bradford, wag stationed on the north aide 

Appoinattoi, on Roalyn Fftrni, and 

xth of Fort McGllvery (which was on 

uth side uf thn rlvur). 

, Patrick C. Hoy, of Petflreburg. Va., 

^ first lieutenttnt of this battery and 

with it on the 30th ot July. 1864. In 

lent made September 1, 1892, aaya: 

"A aentlnol whose duty It was Ut watch 
.0 Poderal lines on tho south aide of the 
ppomattox, hearing the eiploslon and the 
nnonadlng In the vicinity ot the Elliutt 




the labor of serving the guns so 
rapidly and bearing ammunition 
from tne rear was very exhausting. 
So busy were we that, though con- 
scious of the continual bursting of 
shells over us, I was not aware un- 
til the tiring ceased to what a can- 
nonade we had been subjected. 
Our works were literally battered, 
and the ground around us and in 
our rear was so honeycombed by 
the explosion of mortar shells that 
you could have walked all over it by 
stepping from hole to bole, Not- 
withstanding this heavy fire, the cas- 
ualties were not great, owing to the 
fact that the enemy could only ob- 
tain an oblique fire upon the front 
of the battery, and tho gunners 
were protected by heavy traverses 
between each gun. I may here state 
that owing to the nearness of the 
enemy's lines to the salient, the gun 
detachment of Pegram's battery 
were required to be awake and ready 
for an assault at all hours of the 
night and day. This necessitated 
the rehef of the officers and men 
each day; two officers and sufficient 
men to man the guns being on duty, 
the remainder being in the rear. 
On the morning of the explosion 
Lieutenants Hamlin and Chandler 
being on duty, were both, with 
twenty men, killed; three or four 
only of those on duty escaped.' 

"Let us now return to my narra- 
tive of what transpired iu the 
trenches. In ten or fifteen minutes 

salient, reported It to Capt. Bradford, who, 
after observing the heavy llring in the di- 
rection uf the salient, and that there was 
unusual commotion among the Federals on 
the lines on that side ot the river, opened 
fire and enltladed these tinea as tar ns Fort 
Steadnian. Tho Federal batteries at Foii^ 
McGllvery and Battery One (which was im- 
mediately on the south bank of the river), 
returned our Are, but not briskly. It was 
several hours before we positively knew 
that there hod been an explosion of a mine 
at tho Elliott salient." 
t Cn[>I. Boni'l T. WrlRlH. "f Hflimix cminly, \ 
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after the explosion Gen. Elliott came ing small, I detached three of my 
alone with Col. Smith, of the 26th largest companies, under Capi 
South Carolina regiment, and or- Crawford, to co-operate with him, 
dered me to take my regiment and and m^ anxiety was very ^freat un- 
foUow him and form a line on the til Smith's command got in position, 
brow of the hill and charge the en- Believing that the fate of Petenh 
emy out of the Crater. Smith had burg^ depended on filling up this 
a few of his men crammed in the gap in the rear of the Or^r, I 
ditch following him. I waited a few spread the remainder of the 17th 
minutes until Smith and some of his regiment, and the very small pul 
men were out of the way and ex- of the 18th that remained, aloii|f 
tended the order along my line. I the line of the trenches, until it 
saw Elliott, Smith, and about a half struck Bansom's brigade on the 
dozen men get out of the ditch on left, and fought the enemy from be- 
the brow of the hill. Elliott was hind the traverses as well as I could, 
shot immediately after he got up. At various places we threw up bar- 

** As soon as the general was shot he ricades across the trench. Many of 
was borne past me, and told me to the enemy jumped over the biMk 
take charge of the brigade. His aids part of the Crater, got into the rear 
reported to me immediately and ren- ditch which communicated with the 
dered good service during the day. trench leading into Fegram's saheni 
As soon as I took command I coun- and pressed me on my right flank 
termanded the order given by Gen. Nearly all of my two right compa- 
EUiott. It struck me as rashness nies were killed, wounded and cap- 
to endeavor to make the men get tured in the successive hand-to-hand 
out of the ditches and attempt to fights we had here. Once, when 
form a line under fire at the top of my men retreated to the bend in 
the hill at fifty or seventy-five ykrds the works next on their left, I was 
from the Crater, exposed from head left between the enemy and my corn- 
to heel to the fire from the Crater mand. • 
and the enemy's line, which was "Beings anxious about Smith, with 
about one hundred vards east of his men in the ravine to the west 
the Crater. To do this seemed an and rear of the Crater, I took a po- 
impossibility. I observed at this sition back of a little mound does 
time that the Crater was full of men to a sink, from which position I 
and counted either fourteen or six- made a reconnoisance of the ravine, 
teen regimental flags, and I was On my return up the little ditch to 
then a rock's throw from them. the main trench I observed the 

''My apprehension was that the trench for twenty yards free of men. 
men in the Crater would rush down As soon as I got back to my men 
the hill westwardly and get in rear we made a new barricade. I had 
of my line in the ravine, in which before this time sent couriers to 
Gen. Mahone subsequently formed Gen. Bushrod Johnson, and one to 
his line. I ordered Col. Smith, of the right wing of the brigade, which 
the 26th, to take all of his men he was on the south side of the Crater, 
could gather and immediately go informing them that I was in coin- 
down the ditch to Gen. Elliott's mand, and directing them to resurt 
headquarters, to go up this ravine the enemy as best they could until 
and lie down, and if the enemy en- the re-inforcements which Gen. John- 
deavored to rush down upon him to son was sending up, should arrive. 
resist them. Smith's regiment be- ^^Whatlhavenowtoldyouiswhat 
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[ wrote Gen, Beauregard in niy let- 
ter above referred to, with some lit- 
06 amplificatiou of language. 
I "I may introduce just here, as 
UBBcriptive of'what occurred in the 
benches before Mahoiie's brigade 
reached them, some intereBting mar- 
^iial notes, made iu a copy of the De- 
iber number, 1876, of the South- 
Historical Papers, containing 
tpt.McCabe'aaddrees, 'TheUefense 
■Petersburgj'by Mr.ThomaaS. La- 
itte, of Columbia, S. C, who is an 
'"'_ mt gentleman and was a ser- 
it in Co. C, of my regiment, and, 
the battle of the Crater, after its 
itain vaa wounded, commanded 
company. Here are his uotes: 
'From 15 niinut«8 after the ex- 
lion until the final re-capture of 
[file works, the infantry fire from the 
trenches north of the Crater was un- 
Loeasing and did great execution on 
ithe adraneing and retreating Feder- 

' " 'The confusion resulting from the 
^<xplo6ion was but momentary, and 
[lUfected the regiment (17th 8. C.) 
■.only to the extent that those who es- 
taped from the explosion rushed 
hnidlong into the adjacent parts of 
tfae trench and crowded upon the po- 
rtion to the north of the Crater. In 
Ibbb than 15 minutes perfect order 
Thb restored and the men never left 
Ibeir proper places for a moment. 
Bad immediately opened fire on the 
nemy advancing. 

" 'Elliott was shot at the moment 
when he stepped upon the embank- 
nent to the rear of the trench, expos- 
fag himself to the Fedei'als who occu- 
^ed the gorge iine only about 30 
yuda distant. This was about 6 
Bt'clock. 

"■ " TTie 17th S. C. regiment ret/Min- 
Itf in the trenches, in their position 
|6 the left of the salient and in im- 
Bttiial^ 2»-oj-iiniti/ lo it, fi-om the 



moment of the explosion until they 
were driven out by the assault of the 
Federal fnegro) troops at about 8 
o'clock, during all which time the 
17th S. C. aione barred the passage 
along the trenches towards the cov- 
ered way in the direction of Ceme- 
tery Hill.' 

"Referring to the paragraph in 
Capt. McCabe's address, iu which he 
(McCabe) says that Potter's 'leading 
r^ments, deliected by the hostile 
fire, bore to the left and mingling 
with Ledlie's men, swarming along 
the sides of the great pit, added to 
the confusiou,' Mr. Lamotte has the 
following note: 

" 'This was the fire from Elliott's 
brigade, immediately north of the 
Crater, directly iu the face of the 
advancing line, and at short range, 
say, from 100 to 150 yards, which 
swept the entire front of the exploded 
salient between the Federal and Con- 
federate lines. This being the small 
space upon which the Federal col- 
umns were obliged to debouch, as 
they passed over their own works.' 

"Mr. Lamotte matle a plat of the 
Crater at the time he made these foot 
notes, and this I mark as 'P' and 
send you herewith. In a conversa- 
tion which I recently had with him, 
he stated that the Fedei-als at first 
hied to possess themselves of the 
lines on the south side of the Crater, 
and then occupied the rear line and 
a ahoi-t part of the front line of the 
salient which was not blown np. The 
company commanded by him (Co. C), 
occupied the second traverse from 
the Crater, on the north aide, he says. 
And Company D was on his right 
and got into the first traverse, that 
is, the one next to the Ci-ater on the 
north of it. He further says that 
he got his men to build a barricade 
with sand bags close up to the Fed- 
erals, and that the fight htstcd two 
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or three hours before the enemy made men and officers agree with me in 

any headway, their first decided this. You will note that Maj. Coit 

headway being made after the n^ro fixes the hour at 'about 11 o'clock.' 
troop came oyer to the Cmter. He uj ^.^^ ordered out of the trenchflj 

further says that aft^r this he saw ^ ^^^^ ^^^ C^en. Johnson, and 

the pomt of a sword projecting over ^^^ion^ eame up at the time-4bont 

the earth-work nearly opposite him, ^^ o'clock, according to my reooUec- 

and just there a n^ro rose up and ^.^^ j ^ mention a Uttie ind. 

was immediately killed by a C^^^^ dent which tends to show that the 

erate, and that then a whit« Federal j^^^^ ^^ Mahone's charge was later 

officer rose up at the same point, and ^^^^ between 8i and 9 A. m.: Wil- 

he also was killed. Shortly after ^.^^ j^ ^ member of Company B 

this a charge was made by the l^ed- ^^ regiment, was its ck)lor.bearer, 

erals, a number of them coming over and, suffering from a severe head- 

the works and there being jiist now ^j^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^. 

a pretty sharp fight At this time ^ ^^ mXjevY^l in the fighting went 

he saw the men of Company Dsur- ^^ ^^ ^^^^^^ <den'-th^ were 

render, and then he took his little j^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^1^^ ^^^ ^ ^. 

squad, Company C, and ran down ^^^.^^^ f^ ^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ 

the traverse towards the rear where trenches-to rest Tfew minutes in 

the covered way lead out.* I have ^^ ^j^^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^ 

now given you what Mr. Lamotte ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ looked out, and, see- 

wrote m his notes and said to me ^ ^^^ ^^^^ French filled with ne- 
in our recent conversation a« the %^ ^^^^ ^^^ i^^^ ^^ ,^^ , 

statements of an mtclhgent partici- \^ ^ '^^^ ^j^^^^es after this the men 

pant, which may be relied upon. ^^ y^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^ ^ ^^^ ^^^^^ 

<^As I said in the speech I made and he was freed from his prison, 

before my regiment at its reunion at That evening the regiment, having 

Chester C. H., S. C, August 13th, been on duty in the trenches for 40 

1879, an extract from which was pub- days, was allowed to go back to the 

lished in the March number, 1882, wagon-yard to recuperate. My ad- 

of the Southern Historical Papers, jutant happened to hear Dye tdling 

and, as I have said to you in my cor- gome of his comrades of his experi- 

respondence, I still think that the ences of the morning. 'Iwasahncwt 

charge of Mahone's Virginia brigade scared to death,' said Dye, 'and 

was made after 10 o'clock a.m. prayed until the big drops of sweat 

''I note the statement of Col. Ven- ran down my cheeks.' The a^utant, 

able referred to in your address, and being from the same section of the 

also the statements of Messrs. Bow- state (8. C.) with Dye, and knowing 

ley and Aston in their letters to you him well, and that his education was 

since your address. I think they defective, said to him, 'Bill, what 

are all mistaken. A number of my did you say in your prayers!' 'I said, 

*In a note referring to the assault made trenches, those in the trenches falling baek 

by the negro troops, Mr. Lamotte says: down the trench before the advance of tiie 

'*By this assault about 100 yards of the Federal troops for about 100 yards, when 

trenches were talLcn. The men of the 17th they remained until the movement of Ha- 

S. C. , those occupying the traverses near the hone, and recovered the lost ground as ftf 

Grater, retiring towards the rear of the line baclc as the Crater. This at about 11 or 

and following the course of the line reach- Hi a. m." p. W. M. 

ed the covered way at its junction with the 
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liord have mei-cy on me and keep 
these damned niggers from killing 
me.' Dye waa a Bti'oug coimtiyman, 
and it ia hardly likely that he would 
have been overcome by the heat of 
the snn at as early honr in the morn- 
ing as between 8i and 9. 

"Yon have described in your ad- 
dress the route by which your brigade 
moved from its position on the Will- 
cox farm to the ravine from which 
it charged, and I should think that 
from the time they started, their 
dropping out of line one at a time, 
and their pursuing a circuitous route 
id reach the ravine in rear of the 
Crater, it must have been later than 
B o'clock wheu they reached it, and 
that it must have been an late an 10 
o'clock. 

"I remember well pointing out to 
Mabone the place where my men 
were lying behind the Crater — I re- 
fer to Smith's meu in the ravine — 
and suggesting to him to form on 
my left as the only practicable 
place from which to make a 
charge, and he immediately adopted 
my suggestion. I distinctly remem- 
ber Mahone's quietly listening and 
Btrokiag his long beard. 

"Soon after this his men began to 
file in, and it must have taken au 
honr before the charge was made. 
1 remember my adjutant reciting to 
rae after the Irattle the jocose re- 
marks of the Alabamians and Geor- 
gians, as they boasted what flags 
they were going to take of the four- 
teen in the Crater, It thus appears 
that the remaining seven companies 

fWhen Ihe Vlrglnlii brlgadf formed in 
line preparatory to its oharge. and tbe 
Oeorgla brigade was flUng along buhiod It 
to talce potittloti on Its right, the ouoaslon 
waa too sertouB fur a boaet or a jocose re- 
tnark from any Virginian or Georgian, and 
Uirre wore then no Alabamlana preaent to 
indulge In either. LatiTon, howovnr, when 
Ihi- Alabaoa brigade camo up and had to 
wait for the arrival ot tbe hour of one 



of my regiment were on the right of 
Mahone's men.f 

"I submit another point, which 
to my mind is e^-idence that Mahoiie 
could not have charged before 10 
o'clock. It must have been near 
6 o'clock A. M., before Smith got 
his men in rear of the Crater. The 
main trench was so packed with 
men, caused by the 18th regiment 
crowding on the 17th, that it was 
tedious to move in it. It was a long 
time before the enemy tritsd to get 
out of the Crater, this being eau^ 
by the uncertain footing on the loose 
dirt and sloping sides of the mine. 
They first began by jumping over 
the uorth bank and getting in the 
rear line around Pegram's battery. 
My recollection is' that a part of this 
line was not destroyed by the up- 
heaval. The firing between the 
combatants was now very slow. 
Sometimes there wei'e intervals of 
some minutes before guns were shot 
by men on the right. From oppo- 
site sides of the traverses made by 
the ditches, which ran perpendicu- 
larly from the main trench, the com- 
batants would guy each other, and 
would throw over bayonets, etc. It 
seemed to me about this time the 
laziest fight I ever saw. We longed 
for hand-grenades. I smoked near- 
ly the whole time. Once, in going 
from the rear point of a perpendic- 
ular ditch, where I went occasion- 
ally to watch how Smith was keep- 
ing guard over the rear of the Cra- 
ter, as I came back to go into the 
main trench I saw a rush down the 

o'clock, at whljh time it had been arrangod 
that they should charge, and the Virginia 
brigade was In poeeeaHlon of the worba 
north lit the Crater, the boasting and Jooooe 
remarks heard by Col. Mc Master's adjutant, 
here referred to. were leas out ot order. 
But this Incident suggests the probability 
that Col. McMaster has here conrounded 
the ohargi! of the Virginians with that 
made by the Alabama hrlgadn. G. B. B. 



I 
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hill. As I stepped into the trench 22nd, were buried in my old quarters 
the bowl of my pix>e was knocked off on the rear line just behind P^ram's 
from my long 'tie-tie' stem. Im- guns, and Capt.Shedd was the rank- 
mediately a stalwart soldier stop- ing officer. Maj . Lesesne command- 
pod the crowd and said : 'Hold on, ed the 23rd. 

men I The colonel can't fight with- ' 'I have been very much interested, 
out his pipe,' and then picked up the as you have been, in our correspon- 
pipe and gave it to me. I mention deuce, and r^ret that there is any 
this incident to show how inanimate discrepancy between usas to thehoni 
the fight was in the trenches. at which Mahone's charge was made. 

''The 'slight line of breastworks,' We are both, however, seeking to 
mentioned in your address as being g®* »* the truth in the matter. It is 
along the slope of the hiU about the surprising to find how men's ideas 
point from which your brigade made differ as to time, of which I have 
its charge, was thrown up, as you had many illustrations in my con- 
surmise, by Smith and his men, I versations with participants in this 
believe, and you are correct in your particular fight. I am, 
surmise that some of my men charg- "With great resi>ect, 

ed along with the Virginia brigade. X ' 'Your Comrade, 

"The 22nd and 23rd S. C. regi- ''^' ^' McMasteb."* 

ments being cut off by the Crater du- Prof. Richard W. Jones, of the 
ring the engagement, I could not see University of Mississippi, captain of 
them . My only communication with Co. 1, 12th Virginia reg't, and subse- 
Q^!I?7.^ ^^ courier who saw Capt ^ ^^^^^ ^, ^^^ regiment, who 

Shedd,therankmgofficerof the22nd ^ j j -i. ^ ii_ i^, ®, '... 

and came back to me with the report commanded it at the Crater, writing 
that he had recovered the line which under date of June 22, 1892, says: 
the enemy took immediately after "Your letter received in due time, 
the explosion and that his men were I have read with interest your ad- 
holding their own. Col. Fleming dress on the battle of the Crater. 
and Adjutant Quattlebaum, of the "1. You enquire as to the time of 

tMr. Wm. G. Smith, in his letter of Sep- that was about the time the first charge 

tember 8, 1890, from which an extract has was made." *'It was Joe Free who made 

been taken, says: '*Here we find a few men the nice little prayer, and not Dye, as yoo 

of Gen. Bushrod Johnson's command, some mentioned," says the writer in this letter 

of whom, if not all. Joined Mahone's old to Col. McMaster. 

brigade in the charge." Responding to the enquiry, "How many 

^Since the foregoing was written Col. Mc- members of the nth. were in theohiuger 

Master has sent me a copy of a letter writ- he says, *' AU think there were about 80 or 

ten to him by Mr. W. J. Crowder, of Feast- 30 members of company B in the oharge.** 

erville, S. C, a member of his regiment, In a letter to Col. McMaster under date 

under date of August 10, 1892, in which, of April 24, 1892, Capt. Evans, referring to 

responding to an enquiry as to when the the charge of the Virginia brigade, says: 

first charge of Mahone's men was made, he *'I saw Gen. Mahone's brigade mounting 

states that he had been to see several mem- the gentle ascent that led from hla position 

bers of company B, and that "the most ex- to the Crater, and periectiy remember the 

act information" he could get was *'from admiration with which I viewed the charge 

Thos. P. Crowder, who hoard Adjutant- — perfect alignment — the soldiers at ti^ 

General A. L. Evans tell Lieut. Fant that it arms — the ranks closing up as they were 

was 8:30 A. M., and that it was about half thinned with the destructive fire, and their 

an hour before the first charge was made," unfaltering course until they reached the 

that is, at nine o'clock in the morning, and parapet of the Crater." 
that all the parties he had seen **tliink 
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the attack made by the Virginia brig- 
ade imder Col. Weisiger, directed by 
Gen. MahoDe, ou the enemy who oc- 
cupied our I Confederate) former hne 
north of the Crater. I had no watch 
at the time, but it was made before 
nine o'clock, I feel quite coufideut. 
Hy reasons are these : The mine was 
exploded about day-light. I passed 
the night precediiig the explosion 
in the city. I was awakened by the 
noise and shock. I hurried as 
quickly as possible out to our posi- 
bon on the W'illcox farm. When I 
reached my command (12th Virginia 
Infantry), orders bad been received 
to move to the Crater. We com- 
menced the march in a short time, 
went by the route which you des- 
cribe and were in the ravine in front 
of the enemy only a few minutes, 
according to my recollection, before 
■we made the charge. 

"2. As to the troops engaged. 
When we attacked no troops were 
engaged except our own (tbe Vir- 

finia) brigade. I do not know who 
ad attacked beforehand, but cer- 
tainly Qo North CaroUna regiments 
nor tiouth Carolina regiments wore 
engaged with us in the assault on 

' the enemy made for the re-establish- 
ment of the Confederate Unes. 

"3. The Federals were not with- 
drawing troops when we took posi- 
tion in their front— there was no in- 
dication that they had any idea of 
■withdrawing. They seemed to be 
putting other troops into the trench- 
es which they then held and which 
liad been occupied by the Confeder- 

' ates before the explosion. The im- 
pression made on my mind at the 
time was that the enemy was mass- 
ing for an advance, and, according 
to my recollection, they did move 
forward a line a few feet west of the 
trenches, while we were in the ra- 
vine getting ready for our attack 

, upon them. 



"i. In your address yon give an 
extract from a letter written by me 
to Gen, Mahone, January 3rd, 1877, 
in which I located him 'at the right 
of the brigade.' 

"Gen. M. was with the brigade in 
the covered way when it was coun- 
ter-marched by regiments, and he 
stood at the entrance of the ravine 
as the brigade filed into it. 

"The impression on my mind is 
very strong that, as commanding 
oflicer of the 12th Virginia regiment, 
I was notified by one of tlie staff- 
officers to report to the right for in- 
structions, that I went that way, and. 
that returning I stood in fiont of the 
12th, ordered bayonets fixed and de- 
livered an address which was de- 
signed to encourage them and pre- 
pare them to make the most rapid 
and determined attack possible. I 
think I was the first of the regimental 
commanders to give the command 
'forward!' and I am proud to repeat 
what I said before, that no regiment 
ever obeyed that command more he- 
roically. I remember seeing Col. 
Weisiger and Capts. Hintoo and Gi- 
rardey. They moved along the brig- 
ade line and were in different places 
at different times. They acted with 
conspicuous bravery." 

Lieut.-Col. Powell, whose atten- 
tion had been directed to my corres- 
pondence with Col. McMaster as 
to the hour at which Mahone's brig- 
ade made its charge, writing from 
New York city under date of July 
25, 1892, says : 
"Geo. S. Bernard, Esq., 
"Pctershurg, Va. 

"Dear Sir: In reply to your que- 
ries about the first charge made by 
the Confederates upon the troops 
in the Crater, July 30th, 1864, 1 have 
the honor to state that I was in the 
Crater and saw tbe first movement 



I 



202 WAR TALKS OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS. 



made by the Confederates for a was made before 9 o'clock A. M., 

charge. I saw them form in the ra- and some of those who made the 

vine which you have described, to charge occupied some of the rifle- 

the west and north of the Crater, pits and traverses to the north of 

Being a prominent division stafif-offi- the Crater, or in other words oppo- 

cer at that time, and seeing that site the right of the Union line. I 

the mass of men inside the Crater do not think, at any time, our troops 

were not in proper condition to re- held complete possession of 200 

ceive an attack m force, I went back yards of your works to the north 

to the line of Union works, where of the Crater. There were so many 

the commander of the 1st division angles and traverses there that in 

of the 9th corps was located, and one there were Union troops while 

informed him of the circumstance, in the next there were Confederates. 

While I was there the expected I saw myself the muskets of both 

charge took place. The negro di- sides almost crossed at the angles, 

vision was at that time in the Cra- while the men were obscured from 

ter. A number of officers and men each other, my attention having been 

came running back to the lines, called to it by Col. Marshall, one of 

Amon^ them was an officer whom I the brigade commanders in Uie Gra- 

advised to go back and join his com- ter. 

mand, and he did join it by going "Trusting that the above may 

forward to the Crater with me. 1 serve your purpose, I remain, 
subsequently left the Crater to re- «y jespectfuUy, 

port to my chief that sometmng ..^ \. j. ^ l 

should be done to get the men out ^^^^ obedient servant, 

of the Crater, but that orders could "Wm. H. Powell, 

not be given to fall back, as they "Lieut.-Col. 11th Inf y U. 8. Army." 
would do it with such a rush to es- ^ ^^-^ . ^ .^, i ^^ ^ ^ i ^r 
cape the severe shrapnel fire that ^^ ^aj- ^^^ » ^^^^er to Col. Mc- 

was being delivered by the enemy. Master, extracts from which have 

that it might create a consternation been already given, the work of 

among the troops in rear; but that Wright's battery, which was posted 
tools should be sent to dig a trench ° , .„ \:. ^ , 

perpendicular to the line of works ^^ ^ ^^^^ something over four hun- 

through the crest of the Crater; oth- dred yards north of the Crater, has 

erwise there would be eventual trou- been told, and it is now in order to 

ble, as I was satisfied from obser- famish a statement from Maj. David 

vation that another charge would xr ^^r n c^- x. i xr u 

be made in force, and the Union ^- Walker, of Eichmond, Va., who, 

troops were in such an inextricable after the wounding of Maj . Gibbs, of 

mass that no concerted action coidd the 13th Virginia battalion of artil- 

*i*^' . ,1 . .. ., . T . l^ry, commanded the battalion dur- 

"It was at this time that I was in- . . , ^ i.„4.4-i^ ^^ ^.i,^ n^^^ a ^\.r. 

formed that Gen. Grant had given ^^^ *^^ ^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^' ^^ ^^' 

the order to suspend operations and was present at and personally direc- 

withdraw the troops, and it was ted the firing of the famous "two- 
then about 9 o'clock A. M. g^^i battery,'' so designated by the 
"Now, I do not know whose com- ^.^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ 
mand it was that made the charge ^, ^^ ^ ,^ , ,. , 
I refer to. It may have been Ma- ^^ ^^^ Baxter Road, a littlfe over 

hone's or others ; but the charge 300 yards south of the Crater. M%j. 
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Walker's statement narrates what 
was done by the artillerj- on this (the 
sonth) side of the Crater, and is giv- 
en in the following letter: 

"Richmond, Va., ) 
"August 2nd, 1892. J 
"Geo. S, Berkard, Esq. 

"DearSir: You have requested me 
to give my recollections of the bat- 
tle of the Crat'er. I can best do this 
by making extracts and otherwise 
drawing &om a statement I furnish- 
ed Mr. W. P. Hopkins, of Lawrence, 
Mass., in July, 1889, for use in the 
preparatiou of ahistoryof FortSedg- 
wick (Fort 'Hell') and vicinity, which 
isneariugcompletion, and, from what 
I learn, will contain very much of in- 
t«re8t touching the siege of Peters- 
burg. 

"The 13th Virginia battalion of 
artillery of the Army of Sortheru 
Vii^nia, on the 30th of July, 18(ii, 

composed of Capt. Davidson's 

battery, of Lynchburg, commanded 
by Lieut. Jas, Otey, theOtey batterj', 
of Richmond, commanded by Capt. 
D. N. Walker and the Ringgold bat- 
tery, of Pittsylvania, conimande):! by 
Capt. Crispin Dickinson, occupied 
poeitioiis in the lines to the immedi- 
ate right of the Crater in the order 
I have mentioned these batteries, 
Davidson's Battery being uearest the 
Crater and immediately to the south 
of the point at which the Confeder- 
ate bi-east-works crossed the Baxter 
Road, the Otey battery coming next 
in order on the right, and the Dick- 
inson battery on the right of the 
Otey battery. 

"In the rear of the Otey battery, 
between it and the Jerusalem plauk 
road, was a mortar Imttery manned 
by some of its men under the com- 
mand of Lient. Juo. B. Langhome. 

"The battalion was under the com- 
mand of Maj , Wade Hampton Gibbs, 



of South Carolina, as gallant a man 
as ever lived, and its adjutant waa 
Capt. W. Page McCarthj-, of Rich- 
mond, Va., another gallant fellow. 

"The horse camp was perhaps a 
mile in the rear. 

"Awakened at dawn by the explo- 
sion at the Elliott salient at which 
was the battery of Capt. Richard G. 
Pegram, I soon learned that the en- 
emy was in possession of our works 
at that point. 

"I will now quote from my state- 
ment to Mr, Hopkins: 

"'Quite early in the action M^. 
Gibl)s asked me to furuish him wiUi 
an oflieer and men to man Da^id- 
aon's battery. * * * * 
I sent at once ordering Lieut. Nor- 
vell and the men at the horse camp 
to report on the lines. Soon after 
this (I do not remember the time) 
I heard of the serious wounding of 
Maj . Gibbe, and saw him carried from 
the field. As I was the senior cap- 
taiu in the absence of Davidson, this 
put me io command of the battalion, 
and I at once went to the point of 
most importance and took Maj . Gibbe' 
placeat Davidson's battery, I found 
the guns idle and deserted, except by 
two or three men. Corporal Hill, a 
gallant fellow, was kilt^. 

" 'The embrasure of the most im- 
portant gun was filled up, and we 
could not tire over it. Under the di- 
rection of Maj. Gibbs, and I think 
C^ol. Huger also, an incessant and 
destructive fire had been kept up by 
one gun of this battery from soon 
after the explosion until I took com- 
mand. With the aid of the men I 
found at the battery aud some infant- 
ry theembrasure was cleared and this 
gun, which bore on theenemy, contin- 
ued its deadly work. Capt. Preston, 
of Wise's brigade, was shot whilst 
assisting about this time, aud I think 
another of the same command was 
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wounded. Soon after this Lieut. Crater to rally to the adjacent sali- 
Norvell and the men from the Otey ent, and to recover from the oonfu- 
battery arrived, and this gun kept sion. Then, when they attempted to 
up an incessant fire until the end, push on to Blandford, the sharp- 
and the only other gun of the bat- shooting of a few determined men, 
tery of any use in the fight was also and the fire of artillery on both 
worked by them.' ^ flanks, and a battery in the rear, 

'^I will here state that this battery commanded I think by Capt. Flan- 
had four guns, but they were so lo- nery of Haskell's battalion (to whom 
cated that only one bore upon the the due credit has never been given), 
Crater and the field in front of the caused them to take refuge in the 
Crater — between it and the Federal Crater. In the meantime the mor- 
front line — and this was the only gun tar batteries, certainly the one man- 
that could be effectually used. The aged by the Otey battery men under 
other three guns bore, the one di- Lieut. Langhorne (Private Greorge 
rectly to the front — eastwardly — the Savage of the Otey battery was shot 
other two southeastwardly.* through the right foot while carry- 

<^Let me now continue to draw ing an order from Major Gibbsto 
from the statement sent Mr. Hopkins: Lieut. Langhorne, but succeeded in 

^' ^A month or more after the Cra- reaching him, and Capt. Page Me- 
ter fight, the Davidson battery was Carthy was wounded near the mor- 

put under command of that most gal- J?^ ^f ^^^ T^^^r^'l^'^.i^ "^^ ^' 
lant officer, Capt. J. Hampden Cham- Imes), and I think also the others to 
berlayne, not because he was at the ^^ ^^^\ ^^ so skillfully arranged by 
Crater, but because he was thought the engineer in anticipation of this 
to be a proper officer to command it. ^^^^ commenced their work and 
When the enemy after the explosion ^}% ^^^ ^^ l^^ ^^l Z"^ ^°\^J^ ^^- 
entered our works, they should have ^^ ^^J?J« ^^\ '^^*7 .?^^ ^"^ 
pushed on; but they faltered, why ^^ "^^^ reached the held. 
I know not, allowing our men who '^ ^Who the engineer waswhocoB- 
had retreated on either side of the structed these works, I do not know 

*Thl8 battery was the battery referred to hollow near the left flank of the batteiy 
in Oen. Warren's dispatch to Gen. Meade, next to the mine. From this gun, or per- 
sent at 7:50 a. m., in which he says, *'In my haps two guns, a fire was kept up at inter- 
opinion, the batteiy of one or two guns to vals on the position of the Crater of the 
the left of Gen. Bumside should be taken mine. That battery was one, as I under- 
before attempting to seize the crest. It stood it, that was to have been in our poe- 
seems to me it can be done, as we shall take session within fifteen minutes after the ex- 
the infantry fire quite obliquely. This done, plosion of the mine — that is. as soon as our 
the advance upon the main hill wUl not be troops could pass from the Grater and 
difficult.*' sweep to the left and get poesessicm of it 

In the subsequent dispatches which pass- The position of the guns, which, if any, 

ed during the morning between Generals would have commanded that position, was 

Meade and Warren, this battery is referred immediately behind the mine, and between 

to as "the two-gun battery." that position and the enemy 's battery there 

It was the battery referred to by Gen. H. was a fringe of woods which were to have 

J. Hunt, chief of artillery of the Army of been cut away by Gen. Burnside's troops, 

the Potomac, in his testimony before the but which had not been cut away down to 

Committee on the Conduct of the War, on the 29th, when I sent down to see if all 

the 20th of December, 1864, when he says: preparations had been made. Gen. Bun- 

**The battery next to the one undermined, side declined cutting away that wood, as so 

on the left, as we looked at it, was silenced, doing would alarm the enemy.'* 
with the exception of one or two guns in a 
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(l>ut I hnve since learned that it vras reti-eat, no place for shelter. Tbere 
1V>1. Harris of Beauregard's stalT), was a gradnal accumulation of dead 
but I cooBidered him the winner of and wounded, until, from our posi- 
thtr iKittle. and bis name should be lion, it looked like an inclined plane 
known, i do not wish to detract of dead men, fitretched from the top 
frwm the dash and courage of what of our wurks for perhaps 100 feet, 
is known as Mahoue's first chai^^, and the balance of the field was 
seldom equalled, never surpaased, thickly covered with the dead Mid 
But it gained no foothold ou the line wounded. When the lire of Ibe en- 
between the Crater and our position, emy's artillery was weakening per- 
aiid that is all I conid see or know ceptlbly, and that from the (^rater 
anything about. had almost ceased, the last chai^ 
" "The earth thrown up by the ex- «*" Mahone waa made, and most gal- 
plosion formed a line between the lantly. Some 200 or 300 of the en- 
enemy and the Crater perhaps twelve en>y attempted to get back to the 
fewt high. The enemy had to pass ^i°«8> »"<! we gave them two i-ounds 
over this to get into the Crater from of t^anister, and I expect Col. Jones 
their liueimdm<v(wrw,andtheopeu gave them more. The infantry had 
field between these two points was charged the dead and dying, whioh 
swept by this one gnn of Davidson's ^^^ artillery had been pnmmeling for 
b«M«ry and by Wright's battery of si^ or ^ight hours, the firing ceased, 
four guns belonging to the command the light was over and the victory 
of Col. Hilary P. Jones, another ours. I entered the Crater. Waris 
man dewrving more credit than he horrible and here was one of it« most 
will ever receive.* The enemy being horrible pictures. Men mangled iu 
huddled together by tboiisands in e^'^ry conceivable way, with great, 
and around the Crater, the mortars ngly wounds, torn to pieces, dismem- 
and sharp-shooters and Napoleons on bered, showing that shells, not min- 
either side were hurting destruction uJes, had caused this dreadful d(«- 
everj' minute, if not every second, trnction. 

and sweeping the open field like a "'Thcci-e<litof thisvictory, Ihave 

tornado, and there was no place to thought, und still think, wiksdne, in 

'In a Ifittor dated May U, 1891, writtoii th«y could never cFTeot any permanent lodg- 

from Hwiovpr Aoadenif. Va., Col. Jenes meiit. The raoBteeriouBof allot these was 

Bild: the CraUr explosion, but bo skillfully hftd 

"Along with Col. D. B. Harris, the chief Col. H. and Gen. Gilmer covered the front 

ol englniNirH. I was ordered, ae uhlel of ar- of thesaliont by gune that the enemy effect- 

tiUerj. to si^tiK't a line Immedliitely in rear ed nothing." 

of the Unc (if battle to which the troops In a cunversntlon I luid Id August, 1892, 

shoalcl tall bouk at olght-tall. If they could with Col. Junes (who wae Gen. Beaurogard'a 

luild thotr then position bo long. With Col. chief of artiUeryl, he stated that Wright's 

HutIb— and to him I do now and have al- battery was posted with special reference to 

w»yB (riven the credit for the seleetion of the contemplated breach of the Contcder- 

thfl whole line— I went over all of the line ate linos at the Elliott salient and that Its 

(ram the Baiter Itoad to the Appomattox presence was a complete surprise t4i the on- 

Elvar. The line was thua selected, and at emy. Having a large traVBrs<> erected be- 

■Ugbt-fail was staked out and the intrench- ttreen it and its front, to protect tt from the 

BMIta dug durtiiR the night by the troops ennmy'e lire, this battery, he said, was not 

wben they returned to this position. Intended for ueeexcopt inthocontemplated 

"TUB line was so successtully and skill- contingency of the presence ot the enemy 

fttU^ selected by Col. Harris, under Are all upou the ground ocoupled by the Elliott sa- 

ttp Ume, that though the enemy did three Kent, In which event It was expected to do 

** 'leabreoohlnltatdlfrerentplacoB, just the woi^ thivt woe done. G. S. B. 
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the first place, to the engiueer who opinion. I think the enemy were 
arranged our lines, leaving us who practically whipped before Mahone's 
were on the lines to be blown up command took part in the action, 
somewhere; and, if not blown up, to "Yours truly 

terribly avenge the death of our com- un -nt WATirx?T> ^ 

rades on the very spot of their des- 
truction, and to thus save Petersburg Mr. Rich'd W. Floumoy, of Rich- 
and Eichmond. In the second place mond, Ya., a member of the Otey 
it was due to the artillery. The guns battery, in a statement made under 
of Davidson's battery on the right, ^ate of August 2. 1892, says: 
and those of CJol. Jones on the left, „ * u i. 

swept the front of the Crater, render- . ^"t^^ ?' ^^<^nth before the b^e 
ing an advance from the enemy's line ^J ^^^ Crater ten or twelve members 
or retreat from the Crater practicaUy J^ **^® 5*^Z.^a^t®,^V^i?- S^ ^^ 
impossible to any large body of troops, '^^' ''',* . •, ??^Ti ^""^ V^<^*"^^p)' 
while the guns commanding the r^^ ^^^^ ^f ^^^^^ ^. ^^ f^^^e of a 

-n.^ ^„« 1,-^^ v^^4^ K««v „« «^,r««^^ mortar tram consistmg of three mor- 
of our line kept back an advance ^ j ^ ^ ^^ ^^ , ^ y^ 

fmm the Crater towardB Petersburg ^^^^ ^^^^^^ /^ ^^ ^^^ yards in rear 

The morters did the ba ance^ though ^, ^^ ^^j^ ^j^^ Lieut Jack Lang- 

I do not know the effect produced by ^^^^ ^^^ ^^ command, and the 

the Otey battery and Dickinson s ^^j^^g ^f ^^e Otey battery boys, as 

guns, which were fired down the hoi- far as I can recaU them, were A. 

low m front of the Crater by order whit. Smith, Heniy Reid, Andrew 

of Gen. Lee direct, I presume to de- Cheatham, Henry Crockett, William 

moralize the troops massed there. ' Thompson, Wm. Guerrant, CoL Wm. 

^'\Yhen I reached the Davidson Munford, Wilbur, and myself. 

battery there were no troops of any "Several weeks before the explo- 

kind in the Confederate breast- sion of the mine we discovered that 

works. I could see the heads of the Federals had commenced nin- 

Federal soldiers who were in the Cra- ning a gallery from that part of their 

ter and behind the large boulders line opposite the salient in which 

of earth about the Crater, but the Pegram's battery was located. They 

breast-works south of the Crater were removing excavated earth in 

down as far as the Baxter Eoad, along cracker boxes, and we- carefally 

which road and on the slope immedi- trained our mortars on the mouth of 

ately south of which road were the ^^^ subterranean gallery just in the 

earth -works in which stood the Da- -^^^^^ ™.?' . i j j i_ i 

vidson battery, were bare of men, and ,„ W^^®? the mine exploded, about 

so continued until occupied by the ^i ^' ^' W ^^\ ^ were in igno- 

men who made the final charge about f?^^®,^' ,r® '^ ®*^ 5? ™^ 

1 o'clock in the day, resulting in the ^^ongh all were aware thj*t some 

capture of the c4W itselffand of TeToS^Trre^^^ 
several hundred prisoners, whom I ttk'h^o^rsL^^^ 
saw a« they came out of the Crater on ^^ ^y^^^y^ they had been so careYully 
their way to the rear. ^^^i^^^ ^bout ten or fifteen min- 
"In my statement furnished Mr. utes— perhaps longer— after the ex- 
Hopkins I said that the battle of the plosion, when we were firing with 
Crater was an 'artillery fight.' This great rapidity, a messenger from 
has always been, and still is, my Davidson's battery informM us tBat 




Pegram's battery had been blown in Chesterfield, and ordered to Pe- | 
np and a crnter formed, in which he terabur^, I was directed to place it 
had counted thirteen Federal battle- in powition at the spot subsequently 
Jlafjs. We then immediately sighted known as the 'Crater,' My orders 
our mortars on the Crater and con- were to act as a support to our 
tinued to throw in shells until the troops in the event that they should 
arrival of Mahone's command. be driven from the lines near the . 

"During the charges by Mahone Avery house which were then oo- ' 
in the morning, as well as the final cupied by them and which were ' 
combat in the afternoon, we kept up constantly assailed by the enemy, 
the firing, and by the close of the On the morning of the 18th, before 
battle had used up a wagon load of day-light — it may have been earlier 
shells. I forget the exact distance in the night^the Avery house line 
from our little fort to the Crater, was evacuated by our troops and 
though I had carefully measured it. they fell back to the new line, which 
I think it was over 400 yards. had been selected by Col. D. D. 

"R«Bponding to your request for Harris, and of which the position I 
information aa to the number of mem- occupied constituted a part, although 
bers of the Otey battery who became my gnns were a little in advance of 
miaisters of the gospel after the close this line, because, when I loaded 
of the war, I will state that there were them, I knew nothing about the se- 
t«n who entered the ministry : Bev- lected line. They were, of course, 
eriy J). Tucker, Col. Wm. Munford soon followed by the enemy, whose 
and Wm. T. Shephard became Epis- artillery opened upon us, I think, 
copal ministers; Parke P. Flournoy, about II) o'clock in the forenoon, 
Geo. H. Denny, G. Whit. Painter, and kept up a constant and vigor- 
J. C. Painter, E. Clifford Gordon ous fire during the day. Several of 
and Thornton M. Niven became their shot passed through the trav- 
Presbyterian ministers ; and S. C. erses of the slig^ht earth-works which 
Clopton became a Baptist minister." I had been able to construct for the 

i^ . Ti- 1 ■ 1 ^ n . protection of my men and guns, but 

Capt. Rich d G. Pegram, who com- t^eir cannon shot did no damage to 
manded the battery blown up at the us. , 

Elliott salient, writing from Rich- "When the enemy's infantry ad- ■ 
mond.Va., under date of August 26, sauced they proceeded to throw ' 
iBcio oq™. email parties at a time mto the rail- 

ioJA says. ^^^^j ^^^ ^j ^j^g Norfolk and Peters- 

"Id accordance with your request burg railroad, between the Baxter 
to furnish you with a statement of Koad and the point at which the 
n^ recollection as to the selection railroad crosses Taylor's Creek, 
of the position occupied by my bat- where they would be protected from 
tery of artillery at the time of the our fire, and where they could in 
Crater explosion, and incidentally this way gradually accumulate a con- 
any facts within my knowledge as siderable force. The distance from 
to the defense of this position, I the railroad to the low ground or 
proceed to give you the following meadow west of the railroad to the 
statement : point where they would be protect- 

"In the afternoon of the 17th of ed by the slope of the hill occupied 

June, 1864, my battery having been by us, and at some little distance 

1 withdrawn on the IGth instant from from the brow of which our line had 

LrtKiineu near the Howlett house, been located, was inconsiderable, 
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and after the enemv had massed a they had been perfectly fresh, would 
sufficient force in this out, an ope- haTC been unable then to make 
ration which the fire from my guns much progress in the construction 
and other artillery on our lines de- of the work intended for my guns 
layed, somewhere about one or two before the enemy's probable ad- 
o'clock in the afternoon (I think), vance, I was compelled to hold on 
they advanced across the meadow to the position I had already taken, 
west of the railroad cut, and estab- in the pits I then occupied with my 
lished their line. guns. 

"Having crossed the meadow and "The pits occupied by my guns 
reached the crest of the hill in my were not connected by rifie-pits with 
front, being now under the shelter each other, or with our infantry line 
of this hiU, the enemy began to on either flank, as we had neither 
throw up the line which they held the time nor the labor necessary for 
until the close of the siege. Per- their construction, and consequeni- 
ceiving that my fire could do them ly this was a weak spot in our line, 
no damage, I ordered the guns to be "After night-fall, on the 18th, Gen. 
loaded with double charges of can- Bushrod Johnson sent a regiment 
nister and awaited further develop- or battalion of infantry for my ini- 
ments. After dark, when objects mediate support, and these troops 
in my front had become indistinct, with some loss succeeded in con- 
I thought the enemy were preparing structing the necessary rifle-pits, af- 
to charge upon my battery and I ter which I felt that mv position 
opened nre upon them with my four could be successfully held against 
guns, and after this no further at- any eff'ort the enemy might make for 
tempt at a charge was made by the its capture by direct assault, 
enemy in my front. I do not remem- "From the time of the establish- 
ber that any charge was made du- ment of their line in front of the 
ring the day-time of Saturday, the line occupied by my guns and the 
18th, on the infantry in the vicinity infantry to my right and left, the 
of my battery. enemy kept up an almost constant 

"When I located my guns on the and often furious musketry fire up- 
evening of the 17th, as I have al- on our lines until the morning of 
ready stated, I knew nothing about the Crater explosion. Many of my 
the establishment of our new line, men were wounded, and, if I re- 
About eleven o'clock that night Col. member aright, some few were kill- 
Harris approached me and informed ed, when I replaced with new ones 
me that 1 was a short distance in the shattered obstructions occupy- 
advance of our new line and then ing our embrasures, which were 
pointed out the new line to me. I gabions filled with rods of wood, 
saw there a battery staked out for and removed the dirt with which the 
my guns with traverses of such thick- embrasures would become choked 
ness as would require a large force up by the balls striking the sides of 
to complete it in a day, and, as I was the embrasures. The mortar bat- 
informed that I need look for no as- tery located near Taylor's Creek, 
sistance from our infantry who, when combined with the musketry fire 
they fell back, would have to con- above alluded to, rendered our lines 
struct works for their own protection, at this point decidedly uncomforta- 
and, as my own men were worn out ble. Several of my men were se- 
with the labor of constructing the verely wounded on tne 18th of June, 
pits I had had prepared, and, if "On the evening preceding the 
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Crater explosioD, and when I had 
begnn to tbink that our counter- 
miDe had probably secured us from 
all danger from any mine of the en- 
emy, Lieut. Martiu and I, who had 
been on duty in the trenches for two 
days and nights, were relieved by 
Lieuts. Hamlin and Chandler of my 
command, and I proceeded to my 
headquarters, near the residence of 
Mr. Wm. Cameron, at the head of 
Adams street, in the city of Peters- 
burg, Va., where my presence was 
required in the supervision of the 
preparation of my muster-roll. 

"Upon being awakened by the ex- 
plosion I went down to our lines, 
and upon finding Major Coit, the 
commander of the battalion to which 
my command was attached, at 
"Wright's battery, he ordered me to 
return to my headquarters and to 
ascertain, as far as I could from such 
of my men as had escaped, the ex- 
tent of my loss, and to get the third 
section of my battery, which had 
not been placed in the trenches, in 
readiness to move as soon as order- 
ed. These orders detained me at 
my headquarters, and, as my third 
section was not called for, I witness- 
ed none of the fighting which re- 
sulted in the recapture of our lines. 
My loss by the mine explosion was 
seventeen men and two officers kill- 
ed, and three men captured. The 
latter were caught by the falling 
earth in an ammunition bomb proof 
where they were sleeping, and before 
tbey could scratch their way out the 
enemy occupied our line at this point 
and made them prisoners. 

"My entire loss in killed and 
wounded during the seige of Peters- 
burg and the retreat to Appomattox 
Court-House amounted to about 
fifty men, if my memory serves me 
right. The loss of my company re- 
cords on the retreat from Peters- 
burg compels me to rely upon my 
memory alone. 



"After the mine explosion my bat- 
tery was placed on our second line, 
near the plank road, immediately in 
rear of the Crater, and extending 
a little beyond the Baxter Eoacl, and 
remained in this position until Pe 
tersburg was evacuated, when it was 
withdrawn, and after the arrival of 
our troops at Amelia Court-House, 
we participated in the engagement 
with the enemy which occurred prior 
to the surrender." 

Blr. E. BIycrs, of Petersburg, ^'a., 
who was a lieutenant in the battery 
of Capt. J. A, Itamsey, of Col. Jiio. 
C. Haskell's battalion of artillery, in 
a statement made August 2(ith, 1892, 
says: 

' 'Giving my recollection of the part 
taken by the artillery in the battle of 
the Crater, July 30th, 18G4, I wlU 
say that I was not personally engag- 
ed in the battle that day, but was in 
Petersburg. Two batteries of my 
battalion (Haskell's, of Ijongstreet's 
corps), however, did some service, 
Capt. Henry G. Planner's fN.C.) and 
<lapt. J. N. Lamkin's (Va.) tiatte- 
riea. 

"When the Army of Northern 
Virginia under Gen. Lee entered Pe- 
tersburg from the north side of the 
Jaities on that memorable Saturday, 
June IS, 1S64, our battalion went 
into piirk in the ravine at the head 
of Sycamore street. During this 
time, both night and day, the firing 
along the lines was heavy and al- 
most without interniiasion. On the 
night of Simday, June 19tb, atout 9 
o'clock, a portion of my batteiy (Ram- 
sey's, of North Carolina), with four 
rifle guus under my comnmnd, was or ■ 
dered into position on the front. Col. 
Haskell went with us, aud pomte<l out 
the spot which had been selected for 
our guns, which was jnst or nearly in 
rear of the Elliott salient, and about 



( 
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fifty yards east of the Jerusalem the Jerusalem plank road were, upon 

plank road. Immediately we went our leaving them, occupied by Flan- 

to work constructing earth-works, ner's (N C.) battery, this battery 

and they were thrown up in the being armed with short range Napo- 

quickest i>ossible time, as there was leon guns. 

a continuous whizzing of minnie ''These two batteries, Lamkin's 

bullets from the enemy's lines, kept and Manner's, were active x)artici- 

up night and day, making it neces- pants in the Crater fight, and coy- 

sary for the men to have the shelter ered themselves with glory on that 

of a fortification . occasion . 

''I remember that as Col. Haskell ''On the evening before the fight 

and I rode along to this point the I ^as ordered to report on the next 

minnie balls were constantly whiz- morning at sunrise, for special duty, 

zing near us, causing us to dodge ^^ Gen. Pendleton, Gen. Lee's chief 

our heads, and bringing from Col. of artillery, whose headquarters were 

Haskell the remark that it woiUd be in Ettrick, on the north side of the 

an inglorious thing for a man, after Appomattox, near the old brick 

passing safely through many hard- l^ln. Just as I reached the place a 

fought battles, to lose his life going, courier rode up and reported to Gen. 

as we were, at night, to take position Pendleton the explosion of the mine, 

on the line. *^ which the general expressed much 

'^Lamkin's battery, which had surprise, saying we had been run- 
been on detached duty in South Car- ning a counter-mine, and he thought 
olina, and had returned to Virginia the Federals ought to have been 
just before the Wilderness campaign lizard at their work. Gen. Pendle- 
of 1864, having left its pieces in ton then tuined to me and ordered 
South Carolina was provided with me to report to Col. Frank Huger, 
muskets and fought to Petersburg "^^o ^as then in command of the ar- 
as infantry. On reaching Peters- tillery on the south side of the Appo- 
burg this battery was furnished with mattox. Gen. E. P. Alexander, chief 
small mortars, which were among ofartilleryof Long8treet'scorps,hav- 
the first that had been used in the ing been wounded a short time before. 
Army of Northern Virginia, and was ''Receiving this order from Gen. 
placed in position on the east side Pendleton, I started for Col. Hu- 
of the plank road, about seventy- ger's quarters, which I was inform- 
five yards east of Blandford Ceme- ed were in Petersburg, in Chieves' 
tery. In a short time the men of garden, on Jefferson street, adjacent 
this battery became very proficient to Poplar Lawn. I crossed at Camp- 
in serving these pieces. bell's bridge. Shells of all kinds, 

''After my command had occupied principally mortar shells, of the 

the position near the plank road largest size, were then flying in and 

above referred to for about ten days, falling all over that portion of the 

wewereordered with the rest of our city. Besides this, I could hear 

battery into fortifications on the heavy and continued musketry firing 

north side of the Appomattox in at the front in the direction of the 

Roslyn bottom, from which point we Crater. 

could enfilade the enemy's line on *'I rode down Old street to Syca- 

the south side with our long range more, up Sycamore to Bollingbrook, 

pieces. The works we left about and down Bollingbrook on my way 



THE BATTLE OF THE CRATER. 



f Col ■ Hngep's qnarters. As I weut 
long BolUngbrook street one or 
lore bouses on the south side of that 
b«et, east from and nesirly opposite 
D the Bollingbrook Hot«l, were on 
ire, thefire being caused, I presumed. 
if an exploding shell, and no effort 
rafi being ma^le by any one to es- 
{ngnish 5ie flames. I rode up Jef- 
HBon street to Ool. Hnger's quar- 
BF8, aud found that he had gone to 
be front. Not conceiving that my 
Vders required me to go there to 
look for him, I weut to the hill near 
le reservoir and saw a part of Ma- 
's command near or upon the 
few Road on its way to the Crater. 
kt the poiJit of obser\'ation I occu- 
" id there were fifteen or twenty 
ler Confederates. While we could 
I nothing of the fight, we knew by 
) artillery and rausbetry firing we 
Bard in the direction of the Crater 
a fierce conflict was there rag- 
and strange to say, not one of us 
' to be doubtfiiJ of the result 
he restoration of our line — which 
t was soon learned l»y the crowd 
prisoners being brought in, all 
BO far »B 1 saw. 



"About 11 o'clock I again weut to 
A. Hnger's quarters. Finding him 
I received my orders and start- 
back, crossed the river by Poca- 
bridge, and was struck with 
&ct that I saw not a solitary 
mon on any street from Washing- 
B street to the river. Everything 
log the streets seemed more quiet 
an on a Sabbath." 

In giving an act'ount of what wa« 
ine by the artillery at the battle of 
e Crater Ahere cannot be omitted 
• fallowing letter, which appears in 
ft Hay number, 1878, of the Sonth- 
B Hitrtorioil Papers (vol. V, page 
ilT,) written by Capt. Henry Q. 



Planner, captain of Flanner's bat- 
tery: 

"After reading Capt. W. Gordon 
MeCabe's article in the Southern 
Historical Society Papers on the de- 
fence of Petersburg, I thluk I have 
the right to find fault, not with what 
is written, but with what was omit- 
ted in the article referred to, 

"I claim that the battery com- 
manded by me, and composed en- 
tirely of North Carolinians, is enti- 
tled to the credit of preventing the 
Federal aimy from entering Peters- 
burg on the morning of the spring- 
ing of the mine. The facts are these: 
The mine was sprung about daylight 
of the 29th of July,* and was imnm- 
diately foIlowe<l by the capture and 
occupation of our line of breast- 
works by the enemy. They remain- 
ed in the works until 8 o'clock 
t>efore making preparatious for the 
advance. About that time they re- 
formed line of battle aud b^an ad- 
vancing towards the city . Flanner 's 
lottery was posted in the main road 
near the Gee house, about two hun- 
dred yardst in the rear of the C^in- 
federate breastworks, immediately 
in rear of the mine, forming what 
might l>e considered a second line, 
but entirely without infantry sup- 
port. Immediately upou the ad- 
vance of the enemy we opened upon 
them with shell and cauister, and 
the}' soon sought shelter in their 
trenches. In a few minutes thoy 
again formed and eommeneed ad- 
vancing. Again we opened on them 
with our six gnus. The enemy press- 
ed steadily forward, when our gnns 
were double charged with canister, 
and a deaiUy fire poured into their 
i-anks. Their lines were then bro- 
ken, and they lletl to the works and 
there remained until our infantry, 
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comx)06ed of the brigadeB of Mahone, man, although present in the en- 

Girardeyll and Saunders, all under gagement. It is due, therefore, to 

the command of Mahone, arrived the brave men who composed my 

and were placed in position prepar- command that they should be prop- 

atory to making the final charge, erly placed ui)on the record, 

which resulted in the recapture of ^We do not wish to lessen the 

the works about two o'clock in the claims to which the valorous troops 

day.§ of other commands are entitled, but 

''The fire of the enemy, from near- let us make such contributions as 

ly one hundred guns, was concen- the future historian can work into a 

trated upon my company for nearly continuous narrative and do justice 

two hours ;^ but amid this terrible to all." 

rain of deadly missiles these brave ^ x ^ i i t ^ x^ 

North Carolinians stood to their Brevet-ColonelJas.C. Duane,maj. 

guns and repulsed every advance or of engineers and acting chief en- 
made by tie enemy, holding them gineer of the Army of the Potomac, 
in check alone, and without infan- in his testimony before the Ck)mmit- 
try support, until the arrival of Gen. ^ ^^ ^^^ Conduct of the War, given 
Beauregard with the troops com- ^, ^^. ^^ , -.o^; -j 
mand^ by Mahone before men- ^^ *^^ ^Oth of December, 1864, said: 

tioned. **Order8 were given to concentrate 

"We claim the honor of saving our fire in order to silence the ene- 
the day, and preventing what might my's fire while Gren. Bumside's ope- 
have been a very serious disaster rations were going on after the ex- 
and probable loss of Petersburg. plosion of the mine. The position I 

"No one save those who went had on the morning of the 30th was 
through the fiery ordeal can form on Gren. Warren's line; I assisted 
the slightest conception of the fury Gen. Abbott in directing his fire, 
of this attack. Kot less than fifty The 18th corps was massed in the 
shell a minute were hurled at the rear and a little to the right of the 
comi)any, and but for the protection 9th corps. A portion of the 5th 
afforded them by the sides of the cori)S was massed along the line of 
road, they would have been swept the Norfolk railroad, in the cut, 
off the face of the earth. There are ready to supi)ort the attack of the 
those now living who can confirm 9th cori)S, As soon as the explosion 
my statement; and if this should took place, all of the guns on the line 
meet the eye of the gentlemen cogni- of the 5th corps opened fire, and com- 
zant of these details, they will doubt- pletely silenced the enemy's fire. I 
less do us this justice. The history remained on the line of the 5th corps 
of a battle cannot be truthfully writ- until nearly 8 o'clock, during which 
ten from the same stand -i)oint of any time we kept up a constant fire." 

IGirardey commanded no brigade at the was sprung a little over an hour after the 

Grater, but was acting as a staff -officer of time appointed. The artillery opened ts 

Mahone. directed and succeeded remarkably in keep- 

§The recapture by Saunders was about 1 ing down the enemy's fire, aS he was evl- 

P.M. dently surprised. There was one batteiy 

TTGen. Hunt, chief of artillery of the Ar- on the crest behind the mine, which opened 

my of the Potomac, in his testimony before at intervals, but which was always silenced 

the Committee on the Conduct of the War, after firing not more than two or thiee 

already referred to, says: rounds." 

"On the morning of the 30th the mine 




[Capt. Augustine C. BrowB, of New 
|rk, who commanded Co, H of the 
m. N. Y. Heavy Artillery and whose 
Ktery was in Fort Sedgwick on the 
W of the battle, in a statement 
Bich appears in Capt, Hyland C. 
Srk's book, "Heavy Gnas and 
Kfat," says: 

P'We knocketi down and practical- 
|leveled many yards of the enemy 'a 
nrks in our front, and demolished 
|Bilenced every gun bearing upon 
V part of the line except one whose 
k«ipely heavy traverse defied all 
p efforts." 

L&. table furnished Genei-al Hunt, 
nef of artillery, by Col. Henry L. 
pbott, who commanded the artille- 
Giuege train of the Army of the Po- 
faac, which appears in Capt. Kirk'e 
nime above mentioned, sbow» that 
iFederal guns hred in this action 
■83 ronnds of shot and shell, the 
BBiles aggregating over 75 tons of 

ben. Mahone, in a letter under 
me of August 20th, 1892, says: 
pCompIying with your request to 
■niflh information as to certain par- 
RilarB in the history of the battle 
itbe Crater, I will state that on the 
fcrning of the 30th of July, 186i, 
w division rested with its left at 
fe Bives salient and extended west- 
udly about one mile iu the direc- 
■n of the Weldon railroad. Hav- 
ig received an order to send two 
Fmy brigades to the support of 
BD. Johnson, as narrated m your 
Kdress, when the head of the col- 
■m of the two brigades reached the 
■trance of the covered way leading 
pm the HannonPond to and across 
fe Jerusalem plank road, I rode over 
i Gen. Johnson's headquarters, 
ieo OQ the north side of Blandford 




Heights, a mile, or nearly a mile, 
away from the scene of the disaster 
which had occurred on his front. 

The primary object of my visit 
to his headquarters was to see 
Gen. A, P. Hill, my corps-command- 
er, who, I was informecl, was there. 
I did not of course expect to find 
Gen. Johnson anywhere else than 
on the ground where his front had 
been pierced. Gen, Hill was not at 
Gen. Johnson's headquarters, but 
Gen. Beauregard was. Salutingthe 
latter, I said, 'General, I have, by di- 
rection of Gen. Lee, two brigades 
of my division on the way, near at 
hand, for the re-inforcement of Gen. 
Johnson.' 

General Beauregard, caUing up 
General Johnson, whom I did not 
personally know, and who appeared 
to be about ready to take his break- 
fast, said, 'General, you had better 
turn over any outlying troops yoa 
may have to Gen. Mahone, and 
let him make the attack.' To this 
Gen. Johnson readily assented. I 
then asked Gen. Johnson what front- 
age on his line the enemy occupied. 
His reply was, 'The retrenched cav- 
alier.' 1 then rejoined, 'In /eel, I 
want to know. Gen. Johnson, that, 
as you may imagine, 1 may deter- 
mine the face of my attacking force.' 
He then said, 'About 100 yards.' I 
then asked Gen. Johnson to show 
me the way to the Crater, whereupon, 
calling up a young lieutenant of his 
staff, he said to him, 'Show Gen. 
Mahone the way to the Elliott sa- 
lient or Pegram's battery.' I then 
left Gen. Johnson and his headquar- 
ters, and with the young lieutenant 
— Lieut. Harris, I think he was — I 
proceeded hurriedly along the Jeru- 
salem plank road till I reached the 
point at which it crossed the cover- 
ed way, up which my two brigades 
were then moving, the head of the 
Vir^nia brigade, which was leading, 
having just reached that point. 
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Here I dismounted, entered the coy- trenches, full two miles away, toriiie 
ered way with the lieutenant and Alabama brigade to be broo^ht me 
hurried on in the direction of the quickly by the route by which the 
scene of the disaster. The covered two brigaaes had come, then indicat- 
way, as you know, debouched into ing to Capt. Girardey thep^onndon 
a ravine or gtdch, which itself led which I desired the Virginia brigade 
into a depression or swale along a formed facing the retrenched cava- 
little branch, the general course of lier of the salient, 
which depression was about parallel ''Occupying the position hereto- 
to the hundred or two yards of Gen. fore described, and from which, as 
Johnson's 'line next on the left or heretofore stated, I was able to com- 
north of the Crater, and the bottom mand a full view of that portion of 
of this ravine was a little over two the works occupied by the enemv, 
hundred yards in the rear or west and at the same time to intimately 
of this line. Arrived at the mouth direct the movement of my own com- 
or terminus of the first mentioned mand, I spoke words of encourage- 
ravine or gulch, the lieutenant, point- ment and duty to the men as' they 
ing across to the slope of the hill on filed by on their way to the position 
the east side of this branch, a few which had been indicated to Gapt 
yards away, said to me, 'If you will Girardey for them to take for ue 
go up that slope there, you can see attack. 

the Yankees.' Moving quickly to "The Virginia brigade being now 
this slope, I found myself in full in position, and the head of flie 
view of the portion of the salient Georgia brigade having now left the 
which had been blown up, and of mouth of the covered way and fiUng 
that part of the works to the north up the depression to take its place 
of the salient, and saw that they were on the right of the Virefinia brigade, 
crammed with Federal soldiers and the left of the Virginia brigade bdng 
thickly studded with Federal flags, not more than eignty feet from where 

"For the moment I could scarcely I stood and Girardey about midway, 
take in the reality, and the very dan- Girardey sang out, 'General, they ll 
ger to which I was at the time ex- are coming!' whereupon, tomixiff ^ 
posed came to my relief and bade my head to the left — atthemomentl 
me stand still, as the surest course was instructing the Georgia brigade 
of personal safety — I did not think as it was filing along up the deprea- 
they would be so likely to fire upon sion — I saw the Federals jumping 
a single man — and so I stood where out of the Confederate breast-woriEB 
I comd keep one eye on the adver- and coming forward in a desultoiy 
sary whilst 1 directed my own com- line, as if to charge us, and in a tone 
mand, which every moment was in of voice so raised that the whole of 
fearful peril if the enemy should ad- the Virginia brigade might hear me^ 
vance whilst the two brigades were I said to Girardy, 'Tell Weisiger to 
moving, and the larger part of them forward.' Capt. Girardey, like the 
were still in the covered way. brilliant officer he was — never fait 

"A moment's survey of the situa- ing to do precisely the rk^ht thing 
tion impressed me with the belief, at the right time — ^rushea witti up- 
so crowded were the enemy and his lifted sword to the front of the brig- 
flags — eleven flags in less than one ade himself, repeated the command 
hundred yards — that he was greatly 'Forward' and led the brigade which, 
disordered but present in large force, as if on dress parade, and with the 
At once I sent back to my line in the steadiness and resolution of regulais 
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fe-«nd regnloTB they were in every 
IBnse thftt makes the eoldier efTecttve 
— -moTed forward to meet the advaoc- 
fn^ enemy. 

"Now, as you know, on their arriv- 
il at the works there was a hand-to- 
hand light, and the work of death 
by the bayonet and butt of the mus- 
bt went on tiU all of Gen. Johnson's 
fine was retaken to the left of the 
kskverse which tanked his 'retrench- 
fA cavalier' on the south, and to the 
l^ht of which the enemy occupied 
atone fifty feet of his line, leaving it 
■D<1 the pit in the possession of the 
floemy. 

I '*I took no note of the time and 
BDold not DOW from memory ^ve it, 
^t, according to the records, this 
idiATge must nave been made hefura 
Itine o'clock. Gen, Bumside, in his 
leport of the action, fixes the time 
Of the charge and re-capture of our 
Works at about 8:45 A. M. At 8:45 a. 
%, Gen. Meade telegraphed to Gen. 
VBiren directing an assault upon 
Ibe Confederate battery on the south 
jofthe Crater. As early as 9:15 a. m., 
I0en> Warren, replying to this dis- 
tetcb, tells Gen. Meade that just be- 
lore receiving the dispatch to assault 
Jbe battery on the left of the Grater 
^ocnpied by Gen. BurnHido, the eno- 
f drove his trooijs out of the place 
* ' e thought then held it. 'I can 
o one,' he says, 'who knows for 
. nty, or seems willing to admit, 
I think I saw a rebel battleHagin 
t now and shots coming from it 
9 way, I am, therefore, if this be 
>, DO more able to take the bat- 
r DOW than I was this time yes- 
y. All our advantages are lost, 
it further iustructious and am 
F to get at the condition of af- 
i for certainty.' 

9:25 A. U. Gen. Meade tele- 

8 to Gen. Warren : 'The attack 

I on the two-gun battery is 

mded.' And at 9:46 a. m., Gen. 

D telegraphed to Qen. Meade : 



'I find that the flag I saw was (he 
enemy's, and that they have re-occu- 
pied all the Hue we drove them from, 
except a httle around the Crater, 
which a small force of ours still hold.' 

"The small force referred to in the 
last mentioned telegram was that oc- 
cupying the fifty feet of onr main 
line to the south of the traverse above 
mentioned. The Virginia brigade 
having; made its charge, I put the 
Georgia brigade in position to meet 
any possible reverse to which the 
Virginia brigade might be sub- 
jected, and then hurried across the 
field to the works the Virginia brig- 
ade then occupied, and, after making 
a thorough examination of the situ- 
ation, so disposed the same as to in- 
crease the ability of the brigade to 
hold the works retaken, at the same 
time causing sharp-shooters to be so 
posted as to make death the penalty 
to those of the enemy who were at- 
tempting to escape and get back to 
their lines. It was whilst here that 
I remember young Butts, of your 
company, being killed in my imme- 
diate presence. He had just cau- 
tioned me, whilst I was looking 
through an opening in the work^ 
not to expose myself. I told him I 
would look after that, and almost 
immediately afterwards he received 
a bullet in his head, which lulled 
him instantly, and he fell on the floor 
of the trench at my feet. 

"I hurried back to the Georgia 
brigade and explained to the men 
and officers the situation of afi'airs, 
and how they must make the move 
to retake that part of our main line 
still occuviied by the enemy to the 
left of the traverse. They moved for- 
ward for the charge, but, unfortu- 
nately, obUqued too far to the left 
and came in behind the Virginia 
brigade. The terrific fire of the en- 
emy to which this brigade was sub- 
jected while passing over the intei 
vening ground caused it to slide h 
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this way to the north and fail of the Coehoms was ^oing on, sharp-shoot- 
object its charge was designed to ac- ers sent back to the pit, dead or 
complish. wounded, every man who attempt- 

''Notwithstanding this mishap, I ed to scale its sides and get away, 
realized that we were masters of the and bayoneted muskets of the dead 
situation, but was eager to remove were, like javelins, hurled into the 
any lingering danger to it which pit by those who could do nothing 
might come from a re-inforced effort more to hasten the completion of the 
by the enemy to regain the breach work all were anxious to close oni 
in our lines which he had so success- ''Meanwhile the Alabama brigade 
fully effected. being formed on the line from Ttliich 

"At this juncture, now a little after the Georgia brigade had made its 
10 o'clock. Gen. Johnson came upon unsuccessful attempt, and the hour 
the ground in the depression in of one o'clock having arrived, this 
which my brigade had formed for brigade, commanded by Gen. Saun- 
the charge, and sent for me to come ders, imitating the steady and res- 
to him from the breast-works. I olute step of the Virginia brigade 
met him there and it was agreed be- and its magnificent tOignment all 
tween us that he would have his men the way, completed the restoration 
in the main line to the south of the of Gen. Johnson's line to the con- 
Crater push down upon the enemy trol of Gen. Lee's army, leaving the 
occupying the fifty feet there, and enemy now occupying only the Cra- 
that 1 should renew the assault with ter or pit and because he could not 
the Alabama brigade, now arriving, safely retreat. 
He fixed 1 o'clock p. m. as the time "At this moment the Alabama 
at which he would be ready to co- brigade went into the portion of the 
operate with his forces. works to the south or right of the 

"In the meantime C61. Haskell, traverse above mentioned, with its 
a brilliant officer of our artillery, al- left resting on this traverse, being 
ways hunting a place where he now immediately to the right of this 
could strike a blow at our adversa- traverse. To this point I went as 
ry , presented himself for any service soon as the Alabama brip^ade made its 
I could advise. There were two charge, and upon reachmg the works 
Coehom mortars in the depression I csJIed for 100 volunteers from 
already referred to, and I suggested this brigade to go into the pit, not 
to him that, if he could serve them, I content that any of the enemv should 
would have them taken up to the remain so near, subordinatea though 
outside of the Crater, at which place I felt that he was to our control 
he could employ himself until one Upon this call for volunteers being 
o'clock, as perhaps no such oppor- made, so many offered themselres 
tunity had ever occurred, or would for the service that the trouble would 
be likely to occur, for such effective have been to determine who should 
employment of these little imple- not engage in this desperate under- 
ments of war. Col. Haskell adopt- taking. 

in^ the suggestion, and the mortars "Meanwhile a white handkerchief 
being removed to a ditch within a was raised in the pit, and upon the 
few feet of the Crater, they were response to come in a large number 
quickly at work emptying their con- of prisoners came pouring over the 
tents upon the crowded mass of crest, which, including the few which 
men in this horrible pit. had been previously captured dor- 

" While this deadly work of the ing the day, footed up 1,101. 
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"These men, in passing to our myself were Btanding. Attbistimel 

rear over the dreadful slope, had I discovered that the enemy were.' 

many of their number killed and preparing to charge me, as an officer 

wounded by the mistaken fire from with stand of colors in hand sprung 

the gnna of the Federal batteries from the works and commenced the 

that had previously so fearfully bhs- formatiou of a line of battle in my 

tered all the ground in rear of immediate front. I repeated my or- 

the works retaken. ders to Capt. Girardey, pointed out 

"Taking the average estimate themovementof theenemy, andsug- 
given by several authonties on the gested the propriety of charging at 
Federal side, the troops congre^at- y„ce, if not all would be lost. He 
ed for this assault upon Gen replied that he was directed to pro- 
Lees line maybe safely estimated long my line to the right with the 
at not less than 45,000, whilst that a^rgiA brigade and send us in to- 
of my brigades did not exceed 1800. y^»^ Peileiving the rapidity with 

"It IS not improper to add o this %^^^^-^^ ^^ enemy was forming, and 

statement that no body of troops ^^^ iu^n^jnent danger of being over- 
took part in the three several . , iu n ■ U 

charses m.de by the brigade, of "■"«<>" t^". S^'e;^. ""f^ «■ 

my dirision. or otherm.e engaged "™ ^'>" "''''?• ^'»P'; Gmrdey as- 

ia the work done by them, fesalt- "''"M to my view. I therefore re- 

iog aa heretofore de>oribed in the •'"'•''^ ""im to state my reaaona to 

fuU and eomplete re.toration to the J?" '"', "». doing, and Immediately 

control of Gen. Lee'a army of that charged with my brigade, which, in 

portion of the works which the enemy gallant style, carried the works as 

had taken on Gen. Johnson's front." fur iis my biie wonld cover, captnr. 

In IS'*' in a letter to Gen 31a- "'S several hundred pnsonere and 

J '' . ., ,_ .,,-.'/ eleven stand of colore, with a loss to 

hone, dated April 2o, lb,.>. Gen. my command in killed and wonnded 

Weisiger made the following state- of 283 officers and men. Soon after, 

uent in respect to the part he took the Georgians wore sent in, and later 

in the batUe of the Crater: in the day, after I had been compell- 

".4J I was abont leaving the cov- «l.l» '<»™, "■?, "i>ld, the Alabama 
ered way I received the foUowing or- >'"f>^<' "H'i';' f'™«ral.8»iiiiderB, was 
der from you: 'Form your brigade sent in and the remaining part of onr 
for tie attiok and inform me when works held by the enemy captnred." 
yon are ready.' This order was In the month of June, 
promptly obeyed, the line formed the Kichmond (Va.) roninionu 
and men ordered to lie down until [„ an editorial entitled "Genei 
ordered t«. chai^. I then directed j,„^„„„ ^^ ,jj3 (^„„ p„i,. 
my aid, Capt. Driuy A. Hinton, to ,. , , ,,^ , ^, ^ '. . ^, , 
inform ion I wan prepared to mive '"'"^'1 "»' l'"« '""" *'"'='' "^H 
forward. This message was deliver- foregoing extract is taken, an4' 
ed, and your reply returned was, also a letter written in 1876 by Gen. 
'Wait for orders from me (yourself) Welsiger to Capt. W. Gordon Mo- 
or Opt. Girardey,' which reply had (,„,^ 3^,^ j,„^ Ij Igjj ^j, 
been scarcely delivered to me when ,/..,, .l . ^ 
Capt. Girardey, who was then acting »uhstantiaLy the same account of 
on your staff, came up to the right Cleu, W.'s command of the brigade 
of my line, where Capt. Hinton and from the time of its formation on the 
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slope of the hill from which the per that I should make the following 
charge was made. The acconnte giv- extracts: 

en by Gen. Mahone and Gen. Weis- ^ap^ ch^,^ Ridgeley Goodwin, 
iger, respectively, differing as to the ^^ q^^ j j, q^^,^ g^fF, in a state- 
giving of the order to charge, it waa ^^^^ ^^^^ Baltimore, January 4, 
sought by this editorial to show that ^g^g^ ^^^ ^^ ^ volunteer aid on 
Gen. Mahone was not entitled to the ^^^ Mahone's staff in the battie of 
credit of the success at the Crater, ^j^^ ^^^er, having mentioned the 
and also that he (Gen. Mahone) was ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ Henry26 to hnrry 
in the covered way at a time when ^^ ganders' brigade, says: - 

he ought to have been elsewhere. ,,„. . , , 

*'Five minutes had not elai)sed 

TT 4.1. r 4.X.' ^- when the enemy charged to the crest 

Upon the appearance of this edi- ^^^^^ ^^^ deUvered a volley . Then 

torial, a committee of old soldiers, it was that Girardey, not Weisiger or 
members of Mahone's brigade — Jas. anybody else but Girardey, sprang 
E. Tyler, captain of Co. D, 12th Va. up in front of the men, and, waving 
regiment, Jas. E. Phillips, first lieu- ^ ^^^^y S^^^ *^e command to 'for- 
of Co. G, 12th Va. regiment, Leroy 

S. Edwards, sergeant of Co. E, 12th ^^pt. W. A. S. Taylor, who was 
Va. regiment, and Jas. A. Gentry, adjutant of the 61st Va. regiment, 
private of Co. I, of the 6th Va. regi- ^ ^^ statement dated July 16, 1880, 
ment, feeling that injustice was be- says: 

ing done to Gren. Mahone, undertook ''Whilst waiting for and expect- 
to collect statements from partici- ^^S the command 'Guides Post, 'I 

pants in the action, and in the month «^^ ^^i^^\ ''L^^^'?''l'^ f^^ 
\. * X ^oo.. L T.1 ... j» wave his hand above his head and 
of August, 1880, the pubbcation of g^out 'Charge!' I presume the or- 

the Commonwealth ha\dng been in the der came from Gen. Mahone, and, 

meantime suspended, the committee with the command, started in a run 

published in the Eichmond (Va.) for the works. We went forward at 

Whw a number of statements and ex- I ^^f^ ^^f« ^^.^ ^ t ^f^^''^\^''\^^ 
^ Z ^ ^ J. X J T. battle. Arriving at the works, the 
tracts from statements made by par- command delivered its fire and An- 
ticipants, officers and soldiers, giving ished the work assigned it with the 
their recollections as to the matter bayonet. In a very few minntes 
in controversy. Along with these thereafter Gen. Mahone was at that 

statements was a vigorous apd cans- ^^l^^, ^^ *?^ works occupied by the 
4.^^r r^ iir 1, r I,- u ^^t Virginia, and I heard him le- 
tic letter from Gen. Mahone, to which ^.^rk that 'the work is not over and 

there was a rejoinder of like charac- that we must retake the balance of 
ter from Gen. Weisiger, published in the line.' " 

the Eichmond (Va.) State of Septem- Col. Wm. H. Stewart, Lieut.-Col. 
ber, 1880. of the 61st Va. regiment, who oom- 

From these statements it is pro- 2C. Robert R. Henry, of Tazewell county. Va. 
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manded it in the action, in a Btat«- 
ment dated July 21, 18M0, says: 

"As Boon as the eoluniu halted on 
the ground from which the charge 
was to be made, yoii came from the 
head of the coliirau, directed me to 
have every man in line, and caution- 
ed me to see that uo man was left 
Hkalklng in the covered way. You 
also gave me minnt« directions aa to 
the manner of advancing. You then 
returned to the r^ht of the line, and 
juat about this time the alignment of 
my Foment had been completed, 
the enemy made a demonstration and 
the order to charge was given from 
the right. I was under tiie impres- 
tjon that it came from you. As my 
attention was to the front and you 
were on the right, I did not see you 
nntil we had gained the outer breast- 
works. I then met you and begged 
yon not to unneoeesarily expose your- 
self." 

Col. Geo. T, Eogers, colonel of the 
6th Va. re^ment, who commanded 
the brigade in the action, after Gen. 
Weisiger was wounded, in a state- 
ment dated July 22, 1880, says : 

"The regiment I cummande«l waa 
in fh)nt and on the right of the 
brigade (6th Va.), and tieforc de- 
bouching from the covered way re- 
ferred to into the natural i-avine 
parallel with the entrenched line, 
iind from which we charged, Gen. 
^lahone stopped me and informed 
me of the character of the work to 
t>e done, described the position we 
were about to move upon, and or- 
dered that with 'fixed bayonets and 
without a shot until within the 
trenches, ' the charge should be 
made. He then also informed me 
that the Georgia brigade of his divi- 
sion would form on my right as soon 
iis practicable and join the charge, 
1 do not doubt that like ordeis and 




instructions were given to each com- 
mandant of a regiment. 

"Before the Georgia brigade eonld 
be brought into position the enemy 
showed a purpose to anticipate our 
charge, as I afterwai'ds learned, for, 
by our position in the ravine, I be- 
ing on the extreme right, we were 
entirely hidden from any view of the 
line or the movements of those hold- 
ing it, when Gen. Mahone, I assume, 
seeing their design, ordered our 
brigade forward at once and alone. 
We captured the line equal to our 
front, but cx)uld not cover the Cra- 
ter; and upon the inBtant almost of 
reaching the entrenchment O-oI. Wei- 
siger called to me that he vaa, he 
thought, mortally wounded, and 
turning over to me the command of 
the brigmle, retired, with assistance, 
from the field. The brigade for the 
moment was in great confusion; our 
loss in the charge had been very 
heavy; the work uf death was yet 
rife in the trenches, and our men 
were snifering terribly from an en- 
filade fire, poured from the Crater 
proper, that projected far to the 
rear of our line, as weU as from the 
fire of the main line of battle of the 
enemy. 

"Then I met Gen, Mahone in the 
trenches and received from him 
timely instructions for the disposi- 
tion of the meu and orders to hold 
the position, at any hazard and un- 
der any lotjs, until he could bring 
another briga<le to our relief." 

Mr. Jas. H. Blakemore, who was 
one of Gen. Mahone's couriers, In a 
statement made July 28, 1880, says: 

"Satisfied with the progress of 
the troops, Gen. Mahone rode rapid- 
idly to Gen. Bushrod Johnson's 
headqiiartors, whence, after a hnr- 
ried consultation, he proceeded in 
advance of his command to the open- 
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ing of the covered way. Dismount- iger, but at once springing in front 
ing here he walked forward to the of the left of the brigade, and wav- 
front, stood on the rising ground of ing his sword over his head, he gave 
the ravine which made out from the the word to charge and led the men 
right of the covered way in a direc- to the assault. Our x)osition was re- 
tion nearly parallel to the works cap- taken at the point of the bayonet, 
tured by the enemy, and thence took Gren. Mahone then rejoined the brig- 
a careful survey of the field and the ade at a point near the 'pit,' and in 
I)osition occupied by the enemy, my hearing thereafter gave such or- 
The enemy were in full view and not ders as brought in the Greorgia and 
more than two hundred yards dis- Alabama brigades, and led to the 
tant from where Gen. Mahone stood, restoration of the int^rity of our 
Seeming to have resolved ui)on his lines.'' 

plan of attack. Gen. Mahone at once professor E. W. Jones, who com- 
dispatched an order to the trenches , , ^, ^ ^.^ xr 

for the Alabama brigade to join us ^^^^ed the 12th Va. regiment, m 
by the same route along which we his statement made January 3, 1877, 
had come.* At this time the Vir- to which reference has been already 
ginia brigade arrived, and under made, referring to his address men- 
the directions of Gen. Mahone was ^^^^ j^ ^^^ statement, says: 
formed by Capt. Gii-ardey along the 

line indicated by the general, and ' 'Before I had quite finished my 
was kept at its post with bayonets address some of the men caUed my 
fixed and ready to charge. At this attention to the fact that the enemy 
moment I could not have been more was moving one of his lines out of 
than two feet from Gen. Mahone, the works towards us and forming 
who was standing a short distance for an attack upon us. In a loud 
from and a little in advance of the voice I announced the fact, and sev- 
left of the line of our formation, and eral voices repeated it. The next in- 
who was then awaiting the move- stant Capt. Girardey commanded 
ments of the Georgia brigade, emerg- * Forward,' which I instantly repeat- 
ing from the covered way. Just ed, and the whole of my regiment 
then Girardey, looking in the direc- promptly leaped forward. Not a 
tion of the enemy, suddenly ex- man hesitated. I remember seeing 
claimed, ^Here they come!' or 'Gene- one member of his staff during the 
ral, they are coming! 'meaning the en- formation of his line of battle, but 
emy . This emphatic announcement do not now recall his position when 
called Gen. Mahone's attention from the forward movement by us b^an, 
the men immediately by him and and do not remember to have heard 
brought from him the quick, sharp liis command. The word 'Forward' 
order, 'TeU Weisiger to go forward.' came, I think, from the brave Capt. 
This order Girardey instantly gave V. J. B. Girardey." 
m his own gaUant way. Impatient ^ • ^^^ g Etheredge, whooom- 
for the fight and knowing his men, ^ ^ .i, .^ ^ ^ • i. • *i.^ 

Girardey did not wait to riach Weis- ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^- ^^°^ent m the 

action, in his statement dated July 

♦From this statement it appears that It l^ti^^y 1880, says: 

was not Courier Blakemore, as stated in ut^p wppp nrdftrPrfl f^ obarop the 
my address (p. 152), who was sent for the ^® Y. ^ruerea to CHai^ me 

Alabama brigade, but some other courier, enemy — ^the order coming, to the oesi 
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of my recollection, from General Ma- "The order carac, I think, frtira 
bone, Uirougb MajorGirardey, who the right to forward, * * * * 
waspnjeentatthe time. Gen.Weis- Said ordei-«, I always thought, etna- 
iger was present and I think on the nat*d from Gen. Mahoiie, as he was 
right of the line, but when the order in such close proximity to our line, as 
was given to charge I did not tliink was also Capt. Girardey of bis staff, 
itcamefromhim, but from Gen. Ma- ******* 
hone, through Maj. Girardey. I "Just here I would say that, in my 
thought so tljen; I thiuk so still," judgment, our success ou that onea- 

Slr. Putnam Stith, of Go. E. 12th sio" was very much due to the mau- 
Va. infantiT, in his statement dated "^V*" -^-^.T^ Gen Mahoue had diB- 
•^ I « ..,-„ ciplined the old bneatle, as also to 

December 3, W.R, saj-a: jj,^ eonfidence they had in him." 

"Wc charged. I heard uo ordere ,. r™. tt ,. * .r. . ,^.1. 

giveu to do m. My firm conwction ^'■- ^'^- «■ < >««, of Co. A, 16th 
is that none were given. I think I Va. rf^'t, in a statement made t<i 
was near enough to Gen. Weisigor thecommitteein thesmumerof 3880, 
to have heard his command if he gays: 
had given any." iq g^w Gen. Mahone just before 

Mr. H. V. L. Bird, of Petersburg, we started in the charge aud saw 
Vs., a member of the color-guard of him again at the breast-works, 
the 12Ui Va. regiment, in a statement "The order to forward was given 
made in 1880, says: ^J *^'?P'- ^''^•^/y; ,^,1*™ ^""^ on 

.,*^ .■ . . 1 V 4.1. Gen. Mahone's stair." 

"We did not know who giive the 
Older to charge, but at the time it Mr. ThoB. E. Kichardson, orderly 
mwaupposed to have come from Geu. sergeant of Co. K,12th Va. regiment, 
Mahone. We no more thought it in his statement made in December, 
necessary to question that than to ask j^^g savs- 

who had whipped in the fight, nor ,,,',-.- ". ^ -^, 

doIdoubtelthS...,.-." "VVT,™ the enemy came ont of the 

.,,,,, ^ ^^ > c . works I wa« in twentv feet of Gen. 

Mr. John h. Langhton, Jr., firat Mahone. He and Maj. Girardey 
lieutenant of CV). D, 12th Va. regi- ^-ere talkii^. When the move on 
ment, in his statement dated llecem- the part of the enemy commenced 
II 1876 says- Maj. Girardey left Gen, Mahone and 

•'•Tie romman,! •forward' was giv- ™i to the fnmt, giving the command, 
en to the right of the line « » * '""Jr^..™"- Maj. Jonen, of tjie 
by capt. G^rdey, of Gen. Mahone's Jf' ^ "«"'"'■ .P>™ tl"" oommand at 
«.«r, which command wa. repeated tlie same instant and we moved under 
by myself and other subordinate J" "J?"";,, ^ .lieanl ™ command 
eimmindcr.. Having seen Gen . Ma- from Gen. Wejsiger Themoveconi- 
hone .nperiulending this portion of P™'*!? f™" "■? '"" "' ""' ^ripde, 
IheUne.myimpresiionwithatthe immediately where Gen. Mahone 
orferof (hipt. Girardey to forward was standing.' ■ 
tsune direct from Gen. Mahone." Mr. W. W. Coldwell, of Co. 0, 

i^pt. Thos. P. Pollard, CJiptain L2th Va. regiment, (a member of the 
of Co. U, 12th Va. regiment, in bis battalion of sharp-shooters), in his 
statement ma<le June .10, 1880, says: statement dated June .10, 1880, saya: 
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"I had not lost sight of him (Ma- care of him. My brother and I boUi 
hone) five minutes when the enemy are willing to m^e oath to thisstate- 
b^an forming outside the captured ment." 
I)ortion in our front. ***** 

At that moment one of the men in Gen. Weisiger, in his rejoinder to 
the 12th jumx>ed up and fired his rifle G^n. Mahone's letter, published in 

and yelled, 'Forward.' That was the Eichmond (Va.) /S^afe in Septem- 

the first sound I h^rd and we all ^ ^gg^ ^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^, 
jumped ap and moved nght at them. ' ' ' 

Then Weialger called out to ns, "I have never claimed to be the 

'Don't fire.' * * * We were ad- hero of that occasion, but do claim 

vancing when he said this, and I am that I gave the order to 'forward!' 

positive Weisiger did not give the at the opjwrtune moment, when it 

command 'Forward.' wasobservedthattheenemywerepre- 

"In the movement from where we Paru^f ^r a charge. There was only 

laid down to the trenches which we ?°t** •^** ^^i'l^ ^ ^ done— either 

captured, I did not see Gen. Mahone, *^.}^}^\^''^ ^. over-run, or charge 

but in less than five minutes after ^"'^ ^'^^ bayonet, 
we were in the works he was in our "The certificates published vary 

midst, encouraging the men, in the as to who gave the command to for- 

thickest of the fire. He joined us ward and from which flank of the 

from the direction of the left." brigade it came. Some heard one, 

some another; all may be honest in 

Mr. T. H. Hines, of Co. B, 16th their opinions and belief. 

Va. regiment, in a statement dated u^ ^^ ^ot expected that an officer 
Suffolk, Va., July 21, 1880, says: can be heard along the entire line of 

"Seeing a communication in print * /«^™«'^*?,'; brigade, especiaUy 
from Gen. Weisiger, claiming the when the artillery was in full play, 
honor of having led Mahone's old I' ^ *^« ^"^^^ «f '^^ subordinate offi- 
brigade at the battle of the Crater, ^^ ^ ™P^* aU commands given by 
and also stating or intimating that their superior officers . I repeat that 
Gen. Mahone was not present until 2^^- Mahone was not in the line of 
after the fight was over, I beg leave ^^\ ^o"^ ^^ formation to the tune 
to state that, as a member of Co. B, '^« c^afg« ^^ made? °or ^^as he in 
16th Virginia Infantry, I was in that ^^ capture! works until after I had 
charge and in the fight. My brother, ^««°^o«°<ie^ *°<i,'^*^- ffjf^ 
J. C. Hines, was near me and wa^ °?* *<>, ™y knowledge claimed it for 
wounded, having his right arm shat- fP"^^', ,»* ^^ «°ly ^^ done by his 
tered by a bullet while in the works "^®^"8. 

about half an hour after we reached in his letter to Capt. MoGabe, da- 
the breast-works. Gen. Mahone was ^^ November 17, 1876, Gen. Weisi- 
near us in the works immediately in ' ' 

the fight; and when my brother was ^^^ says: 

wounded sjwke to him and asked if '^A short time after leaving the 
he was much hurt; then directed him works I was wounded and left the 
the way to get out and where he field with Capt. Hinton, my aid. In 
could find a surgeon; at the same time coming out I found Maiione at the 
directed me to go with him and take very point at which I had left him 
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in the 'covered way . '* I reported to 
liim that I had been wounded, and 
had turned the command over to 
Colonel Rogers, of the 6th Virginia 



Judge Drury A. Hinton, who was 
ftid-de-mmp to Gen. 'WeiHiger, in a 
statement made September 5, 1892, 

*'On the night preceding the bat- 
tle of the (^'ruter, the headquarters 
of Mahone's brigade were in the 
Willoox houae. About midnight a 
eonrier reached our headquarters 
with an order from (ien. Lee which 
Xaj .Beaj.Jl. Nash , 27 who wa« acting 
as aesietjuit adjutAut-general of the 
brigade, read aloud. The purport 
of this order was that Gen. Lee was 
anticipating an attack somewhere on 
the lines the nest morning and di- 
THited that the brigade should be un- 
der arms by 3 o'clock a, m. Find- 
ing that I conld be of no assistance, 
with the request that I should be 
ftwake.ned when the lirst gun should 
be fired, 1 fell asleep. About day- 
btvak I was awakeoc^l by the falling 
of a shell within twenty feet of the 
Willcox house. Hastening to the 
works, which were two or three hun- 
dred yards distant, I found the men 

'Acoordlug to Judge Hintoo'e stateoiunt, 
Oan. Mahone nas at this tlrau standing nut 
"tn the 'covered way,' " but "at a little ar- 
feor about tbirt; ett-pa ttiiin the left of our 
Jbw," which arljor. with Its mortar, or mor- 
tan, I difltiuiitly reinembor. and hh passlDg 
■/ler w« li'ft the "povered way," the words 
'^ovured way" here ueed belnf; understood 
aad Inteiided. as ulsewhere, to Include the 
nrln* or gulch Into wbloh the artifirial 
"eUTored wt,y" that batiaii nt the plank road 
"dobouobed," OS ineDlloued In Gen. Ma- 
tono'B stMtemeut. which ravine or guli^b. be- 
Itself a FHifurar'uLivered way," Id which 
little. It any. aillflcial work uo- 
inB Into the "ravine," "dopres- 
, 'swale" along which the brigade 
I 'tor the charge. 

<6go Hinton ia correct In hlft state- 
that Gen. Welslger" remained in cfim- 




awake, in the trenches, with arms 
stacked and camp-fires burning. By 
this time the firing had become quite 
rapid, particularly about the point 
at which our works eroeses the Jeru- 
salem plank road . In a few minutes 
an exploding shot from atx>nt this 
quarter passed down our breaat- works 
and took off the legs of three men 
who were standing t«gether and whom 
I knew personally and had enlisted in 
1861. They were Sturdivant and 
McDonald, of Co, G, list Virginia 
regiment, and another member of 
the same company whose name ba8 
escaped me. 

"Shortly after this a terrific ex- 
plosion occurred, which shook the 
ground perceptibly. Most of the 
officers who were aware that a de- 
tachment of men under the command 
of Capt. Jno. R. Ludlow, of the 6th 
Virginia r^ment, had t>een counter- 
mining about the Kives farm, proba- 
bly guessed what had happene<l, 
namely, that the enemy's mine had 
been sprung. 

"Within the space of an hour or 
more, but not later than 7 A. M., I 
feel sure, an officer came to our line 
and inquire<l if that was Mahone's 
division. He was informed that it 
was, and having announced that he 

mand of the brigade until two unBucueee- 
ful chac^ee bad been made by Wright's 
brigade." when Gen. W., after being wound- 
ed, met and reported to Gen. M. that "h>i 
(W.) had been wounded and had turned orer 
the command to Col. Boiiers of the 6th Va. 
regiment," then Gen. M. had heou to the 
works and had returned to the point at 
which Gen. W. here saw him. If, however, 
Judge H. Is mistaken In his statement, and 
Col. fiogers Is correct lu hia when he says, 
"Upon thn instant, almuat, ot reaching the 
intrenchnient, Col. Welelger called to me 
that he was, he thought, mortally wounded, 
and turning over to ma the command, re- 
tlnKl, with aHBlstance, from the neld." then 
Gen. Unhnne had probably not been to the 
breast-works when Gen. W. saw him. as 
mentioned [n the latter's etatement, 
■Z7. Hem. H. Nwh. of BIclinKJiK], Vn. 



I 
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desired to see Qen. Mahone a con- they could see the whites of the ene- 

rier was sent with him to Mahone's my's eyes. When I reached Gen. 

headquarters at the Branch house, Mahone he had moved southwardly 

less than a quarter of a mile distant, from the traverse, and was standing 

Within less than a half-hour Gren. by a mortar under a little arbor about 

Mahone reached our brigade and thirty steps from the left of our line, 

directed Col. Weisiger to have his Gren. Mahone, receiving Col. Weisi- 

men fall out of the works, man by ger's message, said, 'Tell Col. Weis- 

man, with arms trailed, and form in iger to wait for an order from me or 

the same way in the rear, and then Capt. Girardey' — which I under- 

to move off as quietly as i)ossible, stood to mean an order from himself 

left in front, towards the ravine, east in i)erson or delivered through Gi- 

of the city water-works. * I'ardey. 

''The brigade, being now out of J'^'' after I reached the right of 

the works, was marched left in front *^® ^^^ ^^^ delivered Qen. Ma- 

along the route indicated in your tone's response Capt. Girardey 

address, and finaUy reached a ra- «^me^ to where Col. Weisiger and 

vine running north and south, and ^y^^^ ^^^® standing. Just at this 

about paraUel to the line of our i^oment a magnificent looking Fed- 

breast-works, then in the possession ®^, ^®^f stepped out from our 

of the enemy. At the end of the works, and as we could perceive by 

covered way along which we passed ?^ gesticulations, was calling upon 

to this ravine, and at the point at l^isjnen to form line preparatory to 

which it intersects with the ravine, ? ^^J^^^' ^^^ ^^ was mdifferent- 

was Gen. Mahone, standing by a tra- ^^ ol^yed. Here and there a naan 

verse, to which a horse was tied, would jump out from the works, but 

Here he directed Col. Weisiger, who ^^® ^^l J^^^ ^^ ^^^ °^^^ ,i^ ^« 
was leading the brigade, to move up Frenches failed to respond. At this 
the ravine and prepare to charge, juncture Col Weisiger said to Gi- 
Col. Weisiger promptly did as di- ra^dey, 'Oaptam, had I not better 
rected, and placed his brigade along ?^ ^^ ^^\^ '^^/ .^^"^ Girardey, 
the slope of the hiU with its left rest- '^?- .^l*'?^^ ^^"^^ ^ *^°^^ 
ing some distance from the traverse Wright's brigade on to you and send 
referred to. ^^^ ^^ together.' A few moments 

later, however, Capt. Girardey au- 
"Col. Weisiger, being now on the thorized him to charge. Colonel 
right of the line of battle, directed Weisiger then gave the word 'For- 
me to order the men to fix bayonets ward!' which was immediately com- 
and lie down, and then to inform municated along down the line, and 
Gen. Mahone that he was ready to with one impii&e, as it seemed to 
charge. I did as directed, going me, the whole brigade sprang for- 
' along down the line and repeating ward and rushed up the hill, mak- 
the order to the regimental com- ing the most brilliant and orderly 
manders, and adding that the men charge I ever had the opjwrtunit}' 
had better reserve their fire until to witness.* 

*Mr. Timothy B. Griffith, the present ''On the day of the Orater fight I was a 

owner of the Crater farm , and who has lived boy 12 years of age. On the 17th day of Jane, 

on the place constantly since the year 1865, 1864, the day on which Pegram'8 battery 

in a statement made Sept. 13, 1892, says: took position as described by Oa|>t. Pegram 




w u CapL Mlnton pased down the line, rdpt. Jones otcpiwl nut ia bout of IM, •■ 
we lay on Ihe gnmnd, and, with greal coolnesn ot manner. saM : ' Men, you are caJlod upuo 
to chilly anil reuapture oui worlo, now lu Ihe bandj of Ihe enflmy. They are o ' ' ' 
one hundred yarcjg distant. The enemy can (Iro but one volley before tho works ar 
At thi- (Miumand ' rnrwanl ' every mno la eipivte'i lo rise and move Toiward at a douUe- 
quick and wtlbayull. Every man iseipectiHl lodu hbauly.'" P. IJS. 




"A few minutoi alter we lake the recumlieni poalllon, Capl. Dtnry A. Hinton, m 
de-camp of Col. Weiilger, walka along the Une and directs the regimouLal olBcen tubiitniM~] 
the mun to toserve their nre until the enemy are rtnched." F. 1R3. 

" I remember seeing CoL Welalsur uiil CapU. [llnlon and oliardey. They moT«d alonf 4 
(hofjrJjfailBlIne and woMiiidlffureiilplMMiaaldlffiinsnt Uraos. Thuy acl«d with coiupl^- i 
Boas bmvery." P. 201. 
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"Arrived at the works, Gen. Wei- commander could possibly have done I 

sij^er remained iu command of the and that Geu. MahonedemonBtrated,-! 

brigade nntil two unsuccessful not only his ability to handle a fli- 1 

charges had been made by Wright's vision, but also his capacity to win I 

brigade, when he was wounded. I abrilliant victory under the most ad- 1 

assisted him from the fleld Ijetween verse circumstances and in the faoe| 

11 aud 12 o'clock, and on reaching of tremendous odds," 
the before-mentioned arlwr, where That there arose the controversy 

was the mortar referred to, we met disclosed by the foregoing state- 
Gen. Mahone, who, I am satisfied . ^ , .r , - 

from the several stiitemeut* of par- ""ents has been a matter of sincere 

ticipants in the action, had previous- regret to the surviving members of 

ly been in the breastworks with the Mahone'a old brigade, and they who 

men. never questioned the courage of 

."i^"'' ^*''^'*'g^'"J'*';e|"*o'"mt'dGen. either of their old brigade comman- 

: ders, both of whom they I 



Mnhone that he had been womided 

and hatl turned over the command , ,,, ~ ,, , , ,, , 

of the brigade to Col. Bogers. p"^. many a battle-field, feel that gross 

"On oar way out, going by the injustice is done by any imputation, 
route by which we came in, we pass- however slight, that Gen. Mahone 
«d Gen. Beanregard and Col. Sam'l at the battle of the Crater was, at 
B. Paul, of his staff, at the plank ^ny time during the progress of the 

road, and a short distance beyond ,,- , ,i „ „ * „ „;j:„ 

we met (Jen. Saundei*, with his Ala- ^''^''"'' ^^l ^^^ P^'P*'"*' ^^ avoiding 
bania brigade, going to take his part Personal danger, at any place, on or 
in the action. Col. Paul, as we came off t^e field, where his duty as a di- 
np, remarked to Col. Weisiger, vision commander did not call him. 
'Colonel, you all have covered your- When the Virginia brigade made 
selves ^th glory.' Gen. Beanre- ite charge, Gen, Mahone, of course, 
EBra made a profound bow. ■ . ■ i- -.- ■ .i 

"J desire to add to what I have remained in his position in the ra- 
siid, that, in this fight, in my jiidg- "^e along which the Georgia brig- 
ment. Col, Weisiger did all that the gade was then filing to take its po- 
moBt gallant and experienced brigade aition to the right of the Virginia 

[a bU statement, m; father's house stood In bajikm(>iit to the north oF thn sltt.' of my 
the angle between the Baxter Bu&d and the outer gate. When the charge of Mabone'e 
Jerusalem plank road. I saw Pegram'a bat- brigade wae made, I nae standinn In the 
tan take Its pOBltlon on tho evening of the road Just In front of the Gee house, there 
ITtli, and earlier. In the afternoon of tho being a mortar Just at tbls place, ami from 
MOieday.lBow thoofflcorswhoaelecled the thle point I witnessed the charge. I could 
line whilst the; were engaged In this work, not see tho left of the brigade, but saw Ita 
About Monday, or Tuesday, after Saturday, right as It ascended the slope and made for 
Ow ISth, my father's house was burned, the works. I heard the shouts of the men 
fmm the night of the 15th of June to the and the olashlnKot the guns when the troops 
eight of the ITIA this house and yard were reached the works. 

ocai»>led by Oen. Beauregard and staff as "Gen. Beauregard, at the time the ohsrge 
Imdiiuartere. was made, was at tho Gee houfle—tbie be 

"On tho morning of July 30th. I was In told me when moklnic a vUll to the Crater 
P*t«rsbur^ when the explosion ocuurred^ a few years art>>r the war. 1 have oftJin 
Of father's family had refugeed there hoard It stated thnt there were other pn)iii. 
—but before eeven o'clock I was out on Inent oOlccts at the same placo at tlie time 
Uw Hoes and went to the mortars that were of the charge." 
theplank road, behind the em- 
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brigade. To have charged along be that Capt. Girardey gave the or- 
with the Yirginia brigade, as was der. If he gave it, after saying to 
the duty of its brigade commander, Gen. Mahone, "General, they aie 
and as did Gen. Weisiger, would coming !" (as narrated by him, Gen. 
have been evidence that Gen. Ma- Mahone), then the order came di- 
hone had lost his head, and, with rectly from Gen. Mahone through 
the Georgia brigade of his division Girardey. If he (Girardey) gave 
then moving along under his eye, the order before he said to Mahone, 
and needing his presence to put it in "General, they are coming T and 
the position it was filing along to Judge Hinton is correct in his state- 
occupy, would, under the circum- ment when he says that Giraidey 
stances, have been criminal indis- "authorized him (Weisiger) to 
cretioQ. charge," then the presumption is that 

The Virginia brigade having made Girardey acted in so doing within the 
its charge, Gen. Mahone, having scope of the authority given him by 
seen the Georgia brigade file to the G©n- Mahone, his chief, 
position from which it was intended If both Gren. Mahone and Judge 
that it should charge, hurried across Hinton are mistaken in their respec- 
the slope over which the Virginia tive statements, and Gen. Weisiger 
brigade had just charged to the is correct in every particular of his, 
breast-works, and was in the works the discovering of the opportune mo- 
with the troops within a few minutes ment to charge was probably only 
after the Virginians got into them, what was done by every one of the 
encouraging the men, posting sharp- trained veterans under him, men and 
shooters and arranging for the in- officers, who cast their eyes to the 
tended charge of the Georgia brig- front and saw what was transpiring 
*^®- there, and the giving of the order to 

With facts like these, which cannot charge at this particular time, witii 
be disputed, supported as they are by the implied, if not the express as- 
so much evidence, the allegation that ^^^^ ^f ^y^^ division commander's 
Mahone, on this occasion, failed to gtafif-ofiicer there present and per- 
do all in the way of personal pros- ^^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^y 
ence at the scene of conflict and post ^^^ ^^^j^.^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^„ 
of dangerthatshould,orwould,have ^^^. ^ ^ ^ ^^^^ 
been done by the bravest of divi- ,„ . 

sion commanders, under like cir- ^«°- Weisiger's reputation as a 
cumstances, is utterly untenable. ^"g«d« »°^ regimental commander, 
and should be abandoned as frivo- «a™«** ^^^^ sustained on many his- 
1 toric fields, does not require that he 

As to who gave the order to s^o'il*^ ^ "8^* ^ ^^ controversy, 
charge at the opportune moment, On the bloody field of Malvern 
the weight of testimony seems to Hill, one of the severest battles of 
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the war, the Virginia brigade under 
Mabone von many laurels, and the 
12th reg't, with "Weisiger at iffl head, 
was in the forefrout. In this action 
he was a conspicuous figure as he 
led his lament alxiut sunset to the 
advanced positiou held during the 
night by Mahone's aud Wright's 
brigades; the position to which Gen, 
M^Tuder in his report refers when 
be says, *'DarkuesH had now set in 
and I thought of withdrawing the 
troops, but, as we had gained many 
advantages, I concluded to let the 
battle subside, and to occupy the 
field, which was done within one 
hundred yards of the enemy's guns. 
Pickets were accordingly eatabliMhed 
by Brigadiei'- Generals Mahonc and 
Wright, whose briga:deK slept on the 
field in the advanced position they 
had won;" and the position iu which 
the brigade remained until after day- 
light the next morning, constituting 
the small body of troops to which 
Gen, Mahone in his report refers, 
when he says, "The small body of 
troops now remaining upon the Held 
and under my command were of my 
own brigade exclusively, and with 
bnt few exceptions of the Twelfth 

"Gen, Early. In his report of the battle of 
Malvnm Hill, eays; 

"As ikmn as It wrb light enough nixt morn- 
ing an appalling spectacle wns presented to 
our yiew in front. Thti fleld lor Boroe dls- 
tanoe (rom the enemy's poaition was liter- 
ally strewn with the dead and wounded, 
uid axiDB were lying in every direction. It 
WBB apparent that the enemy's main body, 
with hia brtlller}-. had retired, but a body 
of cavalty. supported by infantry, was soon 
dlsoovered on the Held, To the right, near 
th^ top of the hill leading up towards the 
enemy's poaitlon, we saw abodyof oiirowu 
troopB.eomedlstoji'joofr. lying down, which 



Virgiuia, the exertions and gallantry 
of whose colonel (D. A. Weisiger) in 
eonduetiug the operations of his reg- 
iment merit high commendation. "* 

From the day that Gen. Mahone 
took conmiaud of Anderson's divis- 
ion in the Wilderness down to the 
battle of the Crater, a period of near- 
ly three months, in a campaign in 
which the Virginia brigade was in 
several hard fought battles and was 
almost constantly under fli'c, and waa 
adding to its reputation as one of the 
best in the Confederate army, Gen. 
Weisiger was at its head, always at 
the post of duty and of danger. 

With a record of this kind, this 
gallant oflicer can well afford to have 
the veidict of impartial history de- 
clare that he was probably in error 
in this matter of controversy; and 
with etjual truth can it be said that 
Gen. Mahone, with his brilliant re- 
cord as a, commanding officer, a record 
illustrated by a series of successes np 
to the last days of the Confederacy, 
can well afford to concede to the gal- 
lant man who succeeded him in the 
command of his old brigade all that 
the latter claims as to the giving of 
the command to charge .f 

proved to be a email body under Brlgadier- 
Qenerals Mahone and Wright," 

tThe following entry mmle In my diary, 
containing lufurmatlon [mbllshed In tlie 
newspapers of the ilay. may properly he In- 
serted here as ahuwlng the work done by 
the division of which Oen. Mahone had ^ 
command during the campaign of 1864, the 
Virginia brigade of which during the great- 
er part of the time was under the command 
of Oen. Weisiger. the brigade being present 
in almost eveiy engagement In which tho 
division came In contact with the enemy: 
"Tuesday, Mar. 21, '65. 

"Operations ut Mahone's division during 
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And now, in concluding the adden- utes each, as may be inferred from 

da relating to the battle of the Cra- the statements of Maj. Coit and CJol. 

ter, it is proper to submit a few ob- McMaster, and of several of McMas- 

servations about the artillery: ter's command, as to the time of the 

Maj . Walker thinks the battle was charge of Mahone's brigade— who 
''an artillery fight" and that ''the can say that all of the guns and all 
enemy were practically whipi)ed be- of the mortars of Jones, ELaskell, 
fore Mahone's command took part in Coit, Walker, Manner, Lampkin 
the action,'' whilst Capt. Flanner and Langhome would not have been 
claims "that the battery commanded in the hands of the enemy long be- 
by'' himself, "and comi)osed entirely fore Mahone could have come up 
ofNorth Carolinians, is entitled to the with any part of his command f 
credit of preventing the Federal army For nearly four hours — from the 
from entering Petersburgonthemorn- time of the explosion about 4:45 A.M. 
ning of the springing of the mine." to the time when the Virginia brigade 

Is it clear that, if the brave South made its charge, about 8:45 A. M.— 
Carolinians under the gallant Mc- the South Carolinians, a part of them 
Master had not fought in the deter- in the trenches north of the Crater 
mined way they did for nearly four disputing the progress of the Feder- 
hours — from almost immediately af- als, almost foot by foot, a i>art of them 
ter the explosion until Mahone's in the ravine from which the Virgin- 
brigade api)eared on the scene — ia brigade charged, under Col. Smith 
Wright's battery under Coit and and Capt. Crawford, stood as a bar- 
Jones on the north, Davidson's bat- rier to the advance of the enemy, 
tery under Gibbs and Walker on the About 8:45 the enemy in great force 
south, and Flanner 's battery and began to form for their charge. Sup- 
Lamkin's mortars on the west of the pose that Mahone's brigade had not 
Crater, with Langhorne's mortars on then been in the very spot where it 
its southwest, would have had the was, or, being there, had not charged 
opportunity of making the reputation j ust at the time it did . Is it clear that 
they did for those in charge of themT the enemy would not have reached 
Had this infantry failed to do the Cemetery Hill and at this time made 
splendid work they did during all short work of the artillery! 
those trying hours — ^hours that seem- In the record of what was done on 
ed to the actors more than sixty min- this day the artillery have much of 

campaign of 1864, as shown by official re- commands which at different times have 

ports: fought Mahone's division, foot up 11,000, 

"The command has captured — Prisoners, from which it appears that the division du- 

6,704; Pieces of artillery, 15; Stands of col- ring the campaign inflicted a loss of 17,704 

ors, 42; SmaU arms, 4,367; Horses, 235; men upon the enemy. 

Ws^ons and ambulances, 49; Slaves, 537. "The loss of the division during the oam- 

"According to enemy's own statements, paign foots up 5,248 killed, wounded and 

the losses in killed and wounded in those missing." 
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which to l>e proud, but to this arm 
of the service in the main the glory 
does not belong. Maj. Walker is 
88 iniieh ill eri'or vhen he claims that 
the battle of the Crater was "an ar- 
tillery tight"withtheeneuiy "practi- 
cally whipped before Mahone'e brig- 
ade took part in the action," ajj is 
Capt. FlaDuer when he claims that 
his battery "is entitled to the credit 
of preventing the Federal aimy from 
entering Petersburg" on the moro- 
ing of that action. The tight was 
one in which bolh infantry and artil- 
lery took part and in which iieither 
conld have accomplished much with ■ 
oat the efficient aid of the other, and 
it is believed that this is a conclusion 
which will be reached by any impar- 
tial student who will read the details 
of this memorable engagement. 

Since the greater part of the foregoing 
add^rada baa been Id print, Mr. Thos, F. 
lUvee, of Dinwiddle tounty, Va., an in- 
t^igent aud cumpetent civil engineer, 
tbe county amveyor of that county, has 
madeasurvey andmapof tbebattle-Qi'td 
of the Crater, showing the Crater and 
principal land-marks of the battle-field, 
the map to appear in this volume. 

From the meoHurements made by Mr. 
Rlvco, M Hhowu on hit) map, the follow- 
ing factit appear: 

The centre of the Crater ia distant from 
■undry jiolnts, aafollowH — 

Fmm the centre of the Baxter Road at 
tlie point nearest to the posiliou of Da- 
vidMOn'a balltry, 373 yardn. The cmbro- 
niteof lt« moHt important gun, mentlon- 
(d by MiO- D. N, Walker in hisflUtement 
in |«ge 2D3, woe 100 feet south of the 
i>f the roud. 

From the JeruAaleni plank road, 533 
I Tinb. Planner's battery was probably 




located in the angle between this road 
and the Baxter Koad, about the site of the I 
hou(*e of W'm. H. Griffltb, deceased, the | 
father of Mr. T. K. Griffltb, the present 
owner of the Crater form. i 

From the position of Wright's battery, 
555 yards. 

Prom the nearest jwint of the railroad 
cut of the Norfolk & Petersburg (now Nor- 
folk^ Western) railroad, 405 yards. This 
is the cut to which Uapt. Rich'd O. Pe- 
graro refers iu his statement on page 207. 
It is north of the Baxter Road, and in It, 
between the road-crossing and Tayloi 
Creek, on the north side of the railroad 
track, Btands mile poet 79. The cut refer- 
red to by Col. Duane in bis slalemeat o; 
page 212 as that in which a portion of 
the 5th (Warren's) corps was massed 
does not appear on the map, being the ' 
next cut south of the Baxter Road, and 
the western end of what la known na 
"Bummit Cut." 

From the willow tree mentioned on 
page one hundred and fifty-three, 323 
yards. Mr. Rivee locates the right of Mar 
hone's brigade when atwuttochargeabout 
60 yards south or sotU/teaat of this tree, 
which, I feel satiaflod, is correct, or nearly 
correct. This tree is seen in the photo- 
graph taken in August, 1892, for this book. 
The smaller willow tree near the right of ' 
the picture, beyond the com-Held, stands, 
like the other willow tree, several yards 
in the rear of the position of the line of ] 
battle. The post indicated on the map 
and visible In the picture (to the left of lbs 
smaller tree) marks about the l<:ft of 
the Hue of battle, being about 18 yards 
northwest from the point at which its 
left probably rested when the brigade 
was about to charge. 

The high ground north of the Crater 
along which were the Confederate tireost- 
works tx;cupied by the Federal force* is 
now (1)192) visible from the windows of 
the trains of the Norfolk & Westeiti taVi- 
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road as they pass in the vicinity of the place of the word rear in this sentence. 
Crater at a point northeast therefrom. Gen. Delevan Bates calls attention to 
The posts of the wire fence, plainly visi- the following errors in his statement and 
ble on the brow of the hill to the left, requests their correction: An omitted 
mark the general course of these works word, U^ should be inserted next after the 
on the high ground. On the 30th of July, words what to do or how to do, in the first 
1864, a heavy body of timber stood between column of page 183, and in the sentence 
the meadow and the breast^ works at this but all stopped at the Crater until all the 
point and obscured the breasts works from surprise was over, in the same column, the 
the view of one standing on the railroad, word all before the words the surprise 
The same body of timber stood in front should be omitted. In the next column, 
of the breast^works on the hill upon on the same page, the word companies 
which stood Wright's battery. At this near the top of the page should be strick- 
point, also, the timber has disappeared, en out and the words the flank substitu- 
leaving only a hedge-row of small trees ted. In the last mentioned column the 
visible in this picture on the brow of the word officers should be substituted for 
hill on the right. offi-officers. In the first column on the 
next page (p. 184) the word /arm should 

Since the address and addenda have be substituted by the word /or/wer before 

been in print the following typographi- the word life and the hyphen omitted, 
cal and other errors have been noted, and In the statement of Mr. Wm. C. Smith, 

it has been deemed proper here to correct on page 186, the name of David McCon- 

them: nochie is erroneously printed David Mo- 

The 16th Va. regiment was command- Conichie, 
ed in the action by its lieutenant-colonel, ^^ ^^^ statement of Mr. Putnam Stith 

Col. R. O. Whitehead, and not by Capt. on page 188, in the second column, the 

L. R. Kelly, as stated at page 153. The words in close proximUy of Meade Ber- 

name of the m«yor of the 41st Virginia f^rd^» head should read in dose proxim- 

regiment was Wm. H. Etheredge, not % <o Meade Bernard's head. 
Wm. H. Etheridge, as printed on this ^^ the letter of M^. D. N. Walker, in 

p£^e. t^^ second column of page 204, the name 

The word Infantry in the note near the of Capt. Manner is erroneously printed 

foot of page 179, should be read with in- Flannery. 
verted commas next after the letter y, so 

as to show the quotation. ^^ ^^P*' P^gram's statement on page 

207, strike out the word instant after the 



In Mr. J. E. Whitehorne's statement 
on page 180 he says, "Whilst this was 



words and figures on the 16th, 



going on I was astonished at the splen- In Gen. Mahone's statement on page 
did handling of a piece of artillery to our 213, place inverted commas, to show the 
left and rear." After going over the quotation, before the words 7%6primwy 
ground he is satisfied that the artillery in the first paragraph of the second col- 
referred to was Wright's battery, which umn, and before the words General Beau- 
was to his left and front, and he directs regard in the second paragraph of the 
the word front to be substituted in the same column. 




I'KEEMAN W. JONES. 



-A DARING EXPEDITION. 



AN ADDRESS DELIVERED BEFORE A. P. HILL CAMP OF CONFE 
ERATE VETERANa, OF PETERaBURG, VA., ON THE EVEN- 
INO OF JANUARY 2nd, 1880, BY Mr, FREEMAN W. JONES. 



Go, 



^OMHADES: port to Capt. Read at Dmrj's 

Tlie story I shall now BIiifF, A young friend, Mr. Fraser, 
■ relate, I am aiire, viU lie one and myself, dcteiminwl to offer our 
of interest to you, a«, so far as I am serriccs. We reported that night to 
aware, it has never as yet been given Capt. Read, as directed. After 
to the public. I have for a long spending a qniet night at the Btaff, 
time felt it would be an interesting not then knowing the dangerous er- 
matter of hietorj-. The hero of this rand upon which we were bent, the 
expedition wasCapt.Chas.W. Read, next morning, February 3rd, after 
of the Confederate States navy, who an early breakfast, we were ordered 
was at the time stationed at Dru- to fall in line, our commaud uum- 
ry's BlnEF, on James river. I was at bering about 120 men. Very soon 
the same time stationed a few miles we were armed eaeh with a heavy 
below this point on what was then cutlass and pistol — the former a 
called the "Howlett line," extend- large knife about twelve inches long 
ing from James river to the Appo- by about two and a half iiichm wide, 
mattox, and held by Pickett's divi- Our pistols were, most of theni, 
aioQ. I was an humble private in old navy dijit -and -steel pistols, car- 
Co. E, 56th Virginia Infantry, Hun- rying only one ball. Matters b^an 
ton's brigade. to look serious, at least to me. I 

On the 2ud day of February, 1865, should have felt better if I had re- 
<*rder8 came to my regiment that a maiued with my regiment. But aa 
<ew volunteers wei-e wanted for an there was no chance to make an ex- 
*iXp«Ution, and those wishing to go change now, I soon determined to 
t^ould do 8<i. The order was to re- make the bewt of a biul iKtrgaiu. 



I 
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of the great and dangerous work "Some two months ago the Pica- , 
that had been planned for our little 3/ ^^ published a lengthy history of . 

i.o«/i +^ ^r.\ u.,4^ T ^i^o^^^i f^ ^^f Capt. Read s career during the war. ^ 
band to do), but I chanced, to meet gj^ ^^^^^ ^, ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^ 

with this gallant captain in the city ^te chapters of a romance. Capt ., 
of New Orleans during the spring of Bead never repeated them, although { 
1867, and he then and there, in his furnishing data about any particu- i 

quiet way, kindly related to me his 'SJrTZ''?eooTXJi^ 
plans and purposes as I have related tory, and Northern chronicles accord 
them to you, and he seemed much him ba much praise as the writers of 
pleased to meet with one who had the South. He was the naval hero 

followed him on that expedition. ^ S\^ ^*^' ^°^ *^f j*^® a^'^K^^^ 
^, , ^ ^^. ,.^. P- Blanc, a lamented leader of the 

The character of this expedition, j^^^l bar, fitly styled him the John 

involving so much i)eril and aiming Paul Jones of the Confederacy, 
at such grand results, entitles it to "Capt. Bead was born in Yazoo 
an important place in the history of f ounty, Miss., in 1840. He had a 
^ ^ J^ ^ ^ ^ .^ . love for the sea from early boyhood, 
the wax, and Capt. Bead, its projec- ^^^ sought and obtained an ap- 

tor, deserves to be remembered as pointment to Annapolis. There he 
among the bravest of the brave. graduated and was made a cadet on 

the Powhatan. As soon as the news 

of the secession was received the 
ADDENDUM. ghip started from New York. Young 

Since the foregoing address was Bead resigned on the jay, left the 
, ,. . . ^^ ^ ^^^ T ship when it landed, and came south 

dehvered by Mr. Freeman W.Jones, ^jo report to President Davis and 
the brave and distinguished Captain Secretary Mallory. B[e had just 
Charles W. Bead has gone to join reached his majority when he don- 

the great majority of the heroes of {^ed the uniform of a Confederate 
^, , , "^ "^ lieutenant, and was assigned for 

the late war. ^^^.y ^^ ^^^ steamer McEae at New 

In the New Orleans Picayune of Orleans. He took part in the naval 
January 26, 1890, in which was made battle preceding the fall of the dty, 
the announcement of his death at ^^^^ ^^"^S^^ "^^^ noteworthy gal- 
Meridian, Miss., on the preceding "^"iJeutenant Bead then joined the 
day, the following interesting sketch Arkansas, the celebrated ram, which 
of this gallant man appears: had a short, bloody and brilliant 

ce. r^^^x^^^^^ ^.^^^»^,,^r lif© on the Mississippi, command- 

"A THRILLHsG BIOGRAPHY. ^^^ ^j^^ ^^ ^^ ^K^ ^^^ ^^^^ 

"The news of the death of Capt. After a brief spell of sickness at 
Charles W. Bead will be read with Jackson, Miss., he was ordered to 
regret by many. The brave soldier the steamer Florida at Mobile. On 
who passed away was honored all the 15th of Januarv, 1863, she made 
over the broad land for his valor, her escape to sea through the block- 
and beloved by his friends for his ading fleet, and commenced a long 
loyalty, his modesty and the many list of captures. One of these cap- 

food qualities that distinguished tures was the brig Clarence^ whidi 
is noble character. Capt. Bead obtained permission to 
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with a orew and set out on a 
.vateering cruise. From the Clar- 
ice, Bead and bis orew transferred 
lemBelvea to the Tncony, the Ar- 
and other vesBeis, played 
with Northern ships that came 
lir way, and made a bold stroke 
^oing into the g-narded harbor 
Portland. Maine, and carrying off 
le revenue cutter Caleb Gushing. 
, _he daring Confederates were final- 
,Jy captured and sent to Fort War- 
"len. There Capt. Read assisted in 
organizing and carrying out a plan 
to escape, lay all night on wet ground 
r the elements placed the rescu- 
boal out of reach, was prodded 
■i the bayonets of passing sen- 
i, and coolly walked back to the 
when daylight made further 
incefdmetit impossible. 
"The heroic young officer was ex- 
tnged, and appeared at Bich- 
lona for more duty. At the latter 
'Mte be organized several forlorn 
ipes to destroy Grant's base of 
ipplies, open James River to the 
lathern fleet, and give Lee an op- 
portunity to break the lines fast 
^dosing around the Confederate 
ipitaJ. Read displayed a desper- 
~ daring in this senes of actions 
lost beyond belief. The last for- 
attempt by a land expedition, 
frustrated by treachery, and the 
1 band of men engaged in the 
rch had to trace its way through 
woods at night, and ford the 
ippomattox River when it was cov- 
jd with ice. Seventy-four of the 
indred men who took part io the 
remained in the Richmond hos- 
long after the evacuation of 
le city. 

"Capt. Read closed his war record 
ith the wonderful run of the ram 
Webb, from Alexandria, on the Red 
River, almost to the mouth of the 
river. The boat was specially pre- 
pared for the trii>, and in April, 
1865, she passed through the l;ed- 



eral fleets along the Mississippi, 
and had almost passed New Orleans 
when her identity was discovered 
and chase given. The Webb gave 
her piursuera a glorious race, and 
twenty-five miles below the city 
Capt. Bead slowed up to allow the 
Hollyhock, which had distanced the 
others, to advance. Just then the 
masts of the Richmond were seen 
over the point ahead. Bead thought 
it was a trap, and prepared to tight 
the formidable Richmond, when a 
Hat was discovered between. The 
Webb would have to go around and 
pass under the enemy's broadside. 
Bead knew what that was and so 
ordered bis own ship run ashore, 
and each man was told to shift for 
himself. The cavalry had been sent 
down from New Orleans and sur- 
rounded the sailors, and the latter 
returned to their boats, preferring 
to fall into the bands of the navy. 
The Webb's crew surrendered to 
one of the gun-boats and were con- 
veyed to New York. Gen. Kirby 
Smith's surrender gave them all 
their freedom, Capt. Read among 
them. 

"Since the war Capt. Read contin- 
ued to follow the sea as a profes- 
sion, and took up his residence in 
New Orleans. For a number of 
years he commanded the City of 
Dallas, of the Boyal Mail Line, en- 
gaged in the fruit business between 
this port and British Honduras. 
The gallant sailor was happily mar- 
ried to MisB Carter, of Meridian, 
Miss., and his home was brifihtened 
by several lovely children. His life 
took him often away from home, 
but it seemed as if he had found 
snug harbor at last when Governor 
Nichols, recognizing the veteran's 
worth, appointed him one of the 
harbor masters of the port. But the 
Great Commander bad already de- 
cided to call the brave sailor home 
to his reward. He was stricken with 
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disease just as he was about to en- by a more relentless foe, and the 
ter upon a season of rest in the bo- fearless commander's ship of life 
som of his loving family. The char- went down in the ocean of eternity, 
acter of the man asserted itself to ''A fearless soldier, a stainless man, 
the last. He looked fate hopefnlly a devoted husband and father, a 
in the face, and after the doctors faithful friend and a loyal citizen— 
said there was no help he quietly it is no wonder that a legion of tnie 
remarked to the writer, at their last hearts, all over the south, moom 
interview, that he would obtain a his passing away." 

leave of absence from the governor, 

go up to the Mississippi hills for a Note.— Mr. Eraser, the young Friend of 

month, and return in condition to ^J''J[Z%'^^\.I.'viZl\%^ 

'«. ^ L* r% x-D jj'j on page 231, was Frank IC. r rase r.oiBnins- 

resume nis duties. Oapt. Kead did ^^^^ county, Va., a private in the same 

get well, only to be stricken down company with Mr. Jones. 




LAST DAYS OF LEE AND HIS PALADINS. 



t- KS ADDRESS DELIVERED BEFORE A. P. HILL CAM? OF COSFED- 1 

ERATE VETERANS, OF PETERSBURG, VA., ON THE EVENING 

OF THE 6th of MARCH, 1890, BY Dk. JOHN 

HERBERT CLAIBORNE. 



GOURADES : 
"Arma Virumque cano" 
— Bang the Bard of Mautua 
in epic story, which nineteen cen- 
turies have decreed immortal ; but 
it is a story whose stirring: incidents 
pale in shadowy nothing, iu the 
presence of that mighty drama, 
whose tragic history yon made in 
the "Seven Last Scenes of Lee 
AKD His Paladins." 

The poet has not been born nor 
the orator made, who, with lyre or 
tongrue, has given to the world a 
fitting recital of that heroic strug- 
gle of one short week, in which was 
lost a caose and country that we 
liad dreamed to be a heritage from 
licavea, and which we had loved 
«ven better that life. 

Do not look to me, therefore, for 
Song or story worthy of Confede- 
rate fame. I have no flower of 
'betoric to show, no measured lines 
*^t epic verse to bring, to your camp 



fire to-night ; I have only a simple 
atory to tell, a tale of personal rem- 
iniscence, a recouutal of march and 
bivouac and battle, measured by 
septenary deeds of heroism, of days 
of disaster, in which the heavens 
seemed hid ; and finally, of a black 
and starless night, in which the war- 
rior's banner was planted for the 
last time by warrior hands, and of a 
coming morning of unspeakable 
sorrow, when slowly and sullenly it 
was furled forever. 

When, in the memorable cam- 
paign of 1864, Lee and Grant, on 
the ISth of June, confronted each 
other in the trenches at Petersburg, 
I was in the city, assigned to duty 
as senior surgeon, or executive offi- 
cer, in charge of all general military 
hospitals at this post, reporting im- 
mediately to the general command- 
ing the department. 

My duties were scarcely of 
fessional naturo at all — I had 



I 



pro- fl 
>op- ■ 
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I 



portunity of seeing the sick and beyond its means, in the care of 
wounded except on tour of inspec- sick and wounded soldiers. I 
tion — but my whole time was con- permission and authority to 
sumed in receiving and forwarding requisitions, at my own will, 
morning reports of the number and money in any amount, and, winm 
condition of those under hospital money would not buy the neeesBir 
treatment ; to see that they had ry supplies, to draw requisitions foc 
proper and sufficient accommoda- cotton yarns and snuff, with which I 
tion ; that they were carefully and rarely failed to get what I wanted. 
skillfully attended; that their diet But as the months wore on; 
was full and in accordance with the casualties of the siege daily is- 
regulations ; that they were sup- creased ; as the hospitals and oeme- 
plied with bedding and clothing; that teries were being constantly filled; 
the sick were carefully apportioned as the recruits became fewer and 
to hospital dimensions ; that the fewer ; as the food, gathered and 
wounded were removed from under bought or impressed, came in mow 
fire as promptly as possible, &c., and more slowly from broken and 
&o. ; in the execution of which my badly equipped roads ; it became 
life was no sinecure, and my posi- evident that our struggle was 
tion not pleasant, not safe, especial- against hope. The deserters — ^gaont 
ly after the heavy shelling of the city and hungry — God help and forgiye 
commenced, and one not especially them, for they had been men and 
to be coveted. Few men had the soldiers and patriots once—began 
privilege of selecting their places, to creep away under cover of night, 
however, in those days, and my lot and our attenuated lines could no 
was light in comparison with that longer be held, 
of many others. On the morning of the 2nd of 
When Gen. Lee assumed com April, 1865 (my quarters then were 
mand, or rather when he was placed on Washington street, on the south 
in command, of all the forces and side, just opposite to the present 
affairs at the post, my duties were residence of Mr. Bangley), CoL P. 1 
increased, and I was required to re- came galloping down from the di- 
port at his headquarters, or to for- rection of Turnbull's farm, the head- 
ward my reports to his headquar- quarters of Gen. Lee, and, reining 
ters. I made a friend of his chief up in front of my office, informed 
surgeon, a frank, genial and gene- me that Gen. A. P. Hill had been 
rous man, a surgeon in the old ar- killed, and that our lines were bro- 
my, and I had his support and help ken on the Dinwiddle plank road, 
in the discharge of some of my one- He would give me no specific infor- 
rous and unpleasant duties. And mation, however, said he had no or- 
here let me record, that the Confed- ders for me, and hurried on to the 






erate government was liberal, in and i. coi. Henry Peyton, now of Baltimore. 
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tmt on the Jerusalem plank road. 
|e did not tell me^(it was about 
I A. M.) — that Gen. Lee had left his 
Badquarters, nor o( the fierce fig-ht- 
K at Fort Gregg. I was soon made 
Sly aware of the situation on the 
pst of the city by one of my assis- 
mt surgeons, who, having conati- 
ited himself a scout, proceeded, 
dthout my command, to recounoiter 
pout a mile up Cos Koad. He re- 
irned with great precipitancy, and, 
might say, with baste unbecoming 
is rank, and informed me that the 
pmkees were advancing their lines 
$ far as the Whitworth house, now 
^ lunatic asylum, and, swinging 
p>und their left, were threatening 
t encirule the city. There aoon 
hme tidings from the hospital at 
te Fair Grounds, (now West End 
mik,) that things were very unplea- 
ist in that vicinity, and that sur- 
boDS and attaches were compelled 
|i resort to the leeward of the large 
(Bes, to protect themselves from 
se enemy's random bullets, whilst 
16 convalescents were disposed to 
b, and not to stand on the order 
I their going. 

pAbout two o'clock my orders came 
|h leave the dty, and to take with 
|e as many surgeons, hospital at- 
iohes, servants, ttc, as could be 
nred from hospital service, and to 
Ipes the river at Campbell's Bridge, 
Bee the road to Chesterfield Court- 
IDiise, go as far as practicable that 
vht, and to await further orders. 
Wot some mouths we had been 
^e to keep open within the corpo- 
I limits only two hospitals, the 



Fair Grounds hospital and the Con- 
federate hospital on Washington 
street, at the corner of Jones' Road ; 
the latter the best organized and 
equipped military hospital I ever 
saw, which I had fitted up without 
regard to expense two years before, 
in a large tobacco factory, that could 
have been no better adapted for the 
purpose, if it had been built for a 
hospital. 

The other hoBpitaU in the city- 
one, the North CaroHua hospital, at 
the present site of Cameron's facto- 
ry; one on Washington street, the 
Virginia hospital, in Watson &. Mc- 
GiU's factory; one on Washington 
and Jefferson streets, the South 
Carolina, now the factory of J. H. 
Macliu, and one on BolUngbrook 
and Second streets, the Ladies' hos- 
pital — we had been compelled to 
abandon the first month of the siege 
on account of the shelling, which 
made them unpleasant and unsafe 
for the sick and wounded. The 
Confederate and Fair Grounds hos- 
pitals, therefore, were crowded with 
wounded, and especially during the 
hard fighting which preceded the 
evacuation of the city. Therefore, 
I found on inspection I could take 
but few surgeons or attaches with 
me, and when I mustered my little 
force at sunset, in front of the Con- 
federate hospital, I found I had 
four surgeons, as many attaches 
(white), one ambulance and driver, 
one wagon, one buggy, and four col- 
ored servants, one of whom, a 
sprightly and smart young lad of 
sixteen, his mother, who was one of 
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my slaves, bronght np just before I tlest, most loyeable of men, liviDg 
left, and with many imprecations in a quiet country home, amidst a 
and abjurations, told him to follow simple-hearted, peace-loving people, 
"master to the end of the earth," an Arcadia, in which war was not 
and ''never to come back unless even a dream. But he did not know 
master came back." me. His honest, brave life was fast 

As I stood at the gate of the hos- ebbing away, and the mist was gatb- 
pital and watched my little cortege ©ring over his eyes, which could 
move off, loth, indeed, to turn my only be swept off in the sunlight of 
back on home and city, for I felt that country where the nations shall 
that I should never see either again l©am war no more, 
as I saw them then, if I ever saw As I turned away, heart-sick, from 
them at all — the wounded were be- this scene, a poor woman caught 
ing hurried in from ambulance and me by the hands : "Doctor, will yon 
upon stretcher, the moans mingling not order somebody to help me car* 
with the cries of women, the shriek- ry my poor husband home? I can 
ing and bursting of shell, and the take care of him and nurse him bet- 
hoarse orders of men in authority — ter than any one else — there he is." 
two scenes caught my eye, which And there, l3ring only a few feet 
are as indelibly fixed there now as away in the hospital yard, where 
on that holy Sabbath eve, which the with many others he had been hur- 
great God had seemingly given up riedly brought in and put down any- 
to the devils in pandemonium. where that space could be found, 

A stretcher was borne in the gate- was a private, an humble citizen not 
way by four soldiers, just from the subject to regular service, a private 
near front, one of them crying, "My belonging to the second-class mili- 
poor captain! the best man that tia, who had been summoned 
ever lived !" A large, finely made, to the immediate defence of the 
officer he was, his right arm shot city, when our lines grew so thin, 
away at the shoulder-joint, and the He had fallen not very far away 
quivering, bleeding flesh soiled with from the little cottage, where in days 
dust, stained with powder and filled of peace he had lived with his wife 
with shreds of the gray sleeve that and little ones — and now there he 
had been hurriedly cut off. Some- lay, a fourth part of his skull car- 
thing moved me as the bearers halt- ried away with a fragment of shell, 
ed to uncover the face, over which exposing his brain, leaving him with 
some rude but kindly hand had some little automatic life, but of 
thrown a piece of dirty blanket, course not conscious, whilst his 
Great God ! There lay before me a poor wife was striving to get from 
friend of my earliest boyhood, him some sign of recognition, and 
Years had passed by since we part- begging that he might be carried 
ed — I had known him as the gen- home. I could only stop to tell hst 
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that my right to order was at an 
end, and that, if a thousand men 
were at my beck, none could help 
ber now. I could see no more, and, 
mounting my horse, I slowly follow- 
ed my little party, crossed the river, 
and OD the heights at Ettrick took 
one last look at Petersburg — as it 
was. Here I overtook my cortege, 
and, mustering them, found one ab- 
sentee. This was a yellow, bob- 
tailed, bob-eared, rough -haired 
Scotch terrier, about twelve years 
old, who had seen no little service, 
and who showed it. He was irrita- 
ble, uelGeh, self-asBerting, frail as to 
virtue, his name disagreeably asso~ 
ciated with any number of scandals, 
bat full of faith in his master, and 
irrevocably attached to bis master's 
fortones, or misfortunes. I had 
g^ven my chief of ambulance orders 
that, whoever should be left behind. 
Jack should go, and that proper 
traasportatiou should be furnished 
him. He had always had too high 
an appreciation of himself to walk, 
and had ridden more thousands of 
miles, had fallen out of more vehi- 
cles, and been run over oftener, 
than any other dog in the world. I 
assert this without fear of contra- 
diotion. 

He bad but few friends, and but 
Bttle capacity to make friends. 
Some incompatibility of temper, I 
Bospect, had occurred betwixt him 
and the chief of ambulance, on the 
Babject of riding, before the start 
from Petersburg, and hence Jack 
was left behind. I said to the chief, 
"Return at once to the feity and 



bring me my dog, or fall into the 
hands of the enemy with him," The 
man looked at me[for a minute as if 
he would question such an order, 
but four years of discipHne and obe- 
dience had not lost its force on the 
first night of the retreat, and he 
turned off and retraced his steps to 
Petersburg. I never expected to 
see him again, but, late at night and 
after we had gone into camp, he re- 
turned on horse-back (he had bor- 
rowed a horse — soldiers rarely found 
any difficulty in borrowing a horse), 
and was leading Jack by a chain of 
white handkerchiefs, I did not en- 
quire where he got the horse, but, 
having some curiosity to know where 
he got the handkerchiefs, Iventured 
to ask him. "Well, sir," he said, 
"they are breaking up everything in 
town and robbing the stores, and I 
found these handkerchiefs at the 
head of Old street." 

We found, on taking up our 
march, that some broken sections of 
artillery had been ordered to take 
the same road to Chesterfield Couirt- 
House that we were following, and 
that our retreat was somewhat oh- 
struoted by their irregular and tar- 
dy movements. The teams were 
bad, the roads worse, the drivers 
profane, neither helping themselves 
nor calling upon Hercules to help, 
when a wheel fell into a hole, and 
when we had gotten over Brander's 
Bridge, about four miles from the 
city, one or two caissons were stuck 
so badly in the mud that the officer 
in charge of the party, or somebody 
else, concluded that it would be 
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safer for fche caisson to be leffc there, marked "Claiborne/' in the old 
and it was so ordered, or at least it Blandford cemetery, and his epi- 
so occurred. It was now about nine taph in the 3rd chapter of Ecde- 
or ten o'clock at night, and our lit- siastes, 20th and 21st verses, 
tie party went into their first camp All of our party moved off in or- 
or bivouac. der except Jack, and the next morn- 

We were very tired after the stir- ^^S about 11 o'clock we arrived at 
ring and fatiguing incidents of the Chesterfield Court-House, and found 
day, and the most of us were soon Mahone's division drawn up in line 
asleep. I do not know how long we a* right angles with our road. It re- 
had slept, when we were awakened ceived us with a cheer, and opened 
by what seemed quite a heavy fir- ranks to let us through. With 
ing, both of artillery and musketry, ^^^^^ bronzed veterans behind us, 
a few miles to our right, exciting and between us and pursuit, we dis- 
our fears of pursuit and capture. It missed all fear, and, passing a few 
seemed so near and the danger so hundred rods further, we lay down 
imminent, that we thought best to ^ rest and to await further orders, 
break camp and to continue our After waiting several hours my 
march. One tremendous explosion orders came : ''Take the right-hand 
caused such panic in our little party road to Goode's Bridge, rendezvous 
that Jack, who had slept on my at Amelia Court-House. There ra- 
blanket at my side, became demor- tions and transportation by rail will 
alized and sought individual safety await you." We recommenced our 
in individual flight. As he disap- march, but did not reach Ch)ode*8 
peared in the darkness I never ex- Bridge that night, bivouacked some- 
pected to see him again, and never where on the side of the road, and 
did until after my return, some two next day made the bridge. Just 
months later, to Petersburg, when before we reached that point, how- 
he was the first one of my acquain- ever, we came to a beautiful resi- 
tances to meet and greet me. His dence on the side of the road, one 
subsequent history, though not with- of the old time Virginia mansions, 
out interest of detail, would lead me the seat and embodiment of hospi- 
away from my subject, and hence- table invitation and luxuriant enter- 
forth he will appear in this narrative tainment, and under some patriarch- 
no more. He was a poor soldier, al trees on the well-kept lawn were 
always left the line when the firing seated Gen. Mahone and staff, evi- 
began, impelled by thirst or some dently awaiting refreshments. He 
other consideration of a personal recognized me and called to me to 
character ; but his services in civil halt and tie my horse, and come in 
life entitled him, in my belief, to and get something to eat. My habit 
the right of civil sepulture, and you of obedience was too firmly fixed, 
will fimd his grave in the section after fou/ years of service, to permit 
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Itte to refuse, and I diBmonnted and 
{dined this party. We discusaed the 
iitaation with as much freedom as a 
major-general could afford with a 
•abaltera, but there was no sort of 
iKstraint when the buttermilk and 
Mb-cake and fried chicken were 
)m)Ugbt out under the trees, and we 
jBnjoyed the hospitable repast as 
only soldiers could do, who had 
"had no where to sleep, and noth- 
ing to eat in four days." Had I 
;]u)own then, though, that which I 
discovered later on, that Muhone's 
division was not between me and 
the enemy, I do not know that I 
■honld have dined with so much 
tariff froid, or tarried with my hos- 
pitable general so long. It seems 
tiiat sometime during the ui^ht 
Mahone's division bad passed my 
litUe party, and put us again, with- 
WDt my knowledge or consent, in its 
Sear, or between it and the enemy, 
SteverBiug the position which had 
[■fforded ns such satisfactory sense 
_of security the day before. Malione, 
[however, knew where his troops 
were and where the enemy was, and 
IBB Boon as we had finished our diu- 
i|WT, be said, "It is time we were 

ioft" 

, I rode with hira leisurely for an 
honr or so, perhaps, before we came 
^np with our men, talking more of 
tUie past, in which we had many 
feasant things in common, than of 
fthe future, in which neither of us 
|pAw much of promise, when he reiu- 
[•d up bis horse and, looking quietly 
bud gravely at mo, said, "Doctor, 
;vfaat command are you attached to 



and what are yon going to do?" 
I told him that I was without any 

special attachment; that I had re- 
ceived orders to proceed to Amelia 
Court House tv' Goode's Bridge, 
and to conduct a few aurgeous and 
hospital attaches, and a wounded 
officer or two who came out of Pe- 
tersburg with ub, to that point, where 
I would receive rations and trans- 
portation to some other point, I 
knew not whore. He said to me, 
"Take my advice, send your de- 
tachment along under one of your 
surgeons, aud stay with me. If 
any troops get out of this trouble, 
Mahone's division will get out— it 
will get through." 

I looked back over the country 
which we had traversed, and there 
was a cloud of dust which could not 
have been made by our troops (for 
all of them had passed on), and 
some long blue lines could be seen 
in the far distance, and T asked the 
general what that meant. "Tan- 
kees, I suppose," he said. "We 
will have to stop here," 

The sun was about sinking down 
behind the high hills and dark pines 
that skirted them, and things look- 
ed very peaceful but for those blue 
lines which I felt boded no good, 
and I had great confidence in Ma- 
boue and his resomces, and his 
men, scarred and bronzed in battle 
and campaign for four long years of 
war— I believed in him and I be- 
lieved in them— but my little com- 
pany had gone on, we could reach 
Amelia Court-Honse that night or 
the next moruing, there was no en 
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emy in front that I knew of, andl conamissary instead of ours. Wone 
thought I had better follow them, than that, the railroad for a short 
So I said, "General, you have a very distance beyond the Coart-Hoose 
good surgeon on your staff, haven't was torn up and probably in the 
you?" ''Yes," he said, ''there is hands of the enemy, and the infor- 
Wood." "Well, then, as you have mation and outlook was that a fight 
no need of my services, I believe I was imminent and necessary, if the 
will go on, though I appreciate your army proposed to follow the left, 
kind attention, and will not forget the road parallel to the one on 
you. He replied, "Go on then, but which my little cortege was restiDg 
you will be sorry that you did not on the right. Indeed, some desdh 
remain with Mahone's division." tory firing just then began on the 

The denouement, as we shall see left, and there was a general move, 
later in my story, proved the wis- the officers going forward and Maj. 
dom of his words. B and I turning back to the 

We went into camp that night road on which I had spent the night 
about> mile from the Court-House, I found the road filled with a long 
were undisturbed during the night, line of quartermaster wagons, am- 
and, rising early next morning, I bulances, stragglers, &c., and saw 
rode to the Court-House alone, to that they had been ordered to fol- 
view the prospect and to receive my low the same road, where there 
orders. There I found, or rather would probably be less interruption 
just before reaching there, a bivouac from the enemy. I got my wagon, 
of officers high in command, one or ambulance, buggy, &c., into line, 
two generals amongst them, at after some scrouging and swearing, 
breakfast around a fire, and I re- and took up our march, we scarcely 
cognized Major Thos. Branch,2 who knew whither, 
introduced me to several officers. Only those who have followed! 
whose names I do not remember, large army can know how slow- 
and who asked me to breakfast. I ly and with how many halts a wa- 
politely declined this civility and gon train can move. A broken axle 
made known to the major the ob- or a balky horse can detain the 
ject of my visit. He could not tell whole line, as there is rarely afford- 
me where Gen. Lee was or where or ed an opportunity for one wagon to 
how I could get further instructions, turn out and pass another ; indeed, 
but I was informed that^the train, the attempt is met with such a storm 
which it was expected would be of obloquy and opprobrious Ian- 
there with rations for the army, had quage that one's nerves become de- 
gone on to Bichmond through some moralized, if nothing worse, 
blunder of somebody, and that it Being well mounted on a fine 
would probably supply the Yankee black mare, which I got from an 

2. Maj. Thos. P. Branch, of AUanta, Ga. impressing officcr, who had taken 
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her from & gentleman's farm near tie gang. Id less than an hoar 
the Court-House the day before, Bomnlus and Venable and Tucker 
and which was too high strung for were all captured and in the hands 
artillery service, I rode leitiurely of the enemy. But I forestall my 
up and down the long'lines of wa- story. 

gons, meeting an acquaintance now Stopping just then on the road to 
and then, and exchanging views talk to some friends who occupied 
in reference to the situation. I that portion of the line, the wagons, 
soon became convinced that, unless ^^c,, moved off, my party with them, 
our pursuers were the most listless and, knowing that I could overtake 
and unenterprising of men, our wa- them any time in five minutes, I 
gon, ambulance and baggage train loitered in good company half an 
would soon come to grief, and I de- hour, perhaps, and then rode on. 
termined to make my personal ar- I bad gone not more than a mile, 
rangements accordingly. Riding ^hen I came to an open place on 
back some half mile along the line. I the aide of the road, where soma 
came to my party, and to the usual one had camped the night before, 
halt. Calling up Romulus, the col- and, seeing some excellent forage 
ored boy, who had been my house left unused, I dismounted, took the 
servant and pet, the one whose bit out of my horse's mouth, and 
mother had bade him "follow mas- thought I would give her a square 
ter to the end of the earth," I said, meal, as I did not know when or 
"Boy, no Yankee shall ever claim where she would get the nest. She 
that he gave you your freedom. I bad hardly begun to oat, when I 
will set you free right here." And heard some one cry, "The Yankees 
getting down from my horse, I wrote are coming," and saw a general rush, 
his free papers, gave him a kntfe as pell-mell, of teamsters and strag- 
a memento of his master, such giers back to the rear. I remem- 
money as I could spare, and told bered that, when I traded for my 
him to stay with me as long as he black mare the day before with 
found it agreeable and safe, but, that Sergeant Harrison, the impressing 
when things became too hot, to ake- officer, he told me that she waa 
daddle in any direction which should hard to bridle. I thought of this, 
prove the safest. He pocketed my and looked down the road, where I 
bequests, but evidently thought the saw coming up from a cross-road a 
whole thing a good joke, and went few humVed yards away a compa- 
back to his place in my buggy, be- ny of Yankee cavalry, apparently 
side a young man named Venable, about fifty, and, as they got into onr 
and J. V. Tucker, Esq.,3 who was road, forming line parallel with it, 
one of the attaches of the Confede- and pouring their shot into the poor 
rat© hospital, that made up our lit- mules and horses of the team. I 
% jowph V. u. Tutker, of i'vuintiiirg. Vii. thought now, tf this mare is a fool, I 



I 



246 WAR TALKS OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS. 



am a goner. But she took the bit stream of stragglers roshed by, 
very kindly and in a minute I was increasing in numbers and mak- 
on her back. I looked down and ing a panic that was irresistible, 
saw I had dropped one of a fine In a few minutes we all came ont 
pair of military gloves that some- together in the road, a little out of 
body had given me, and, as a glove range of the fire, and here a GoL 

in those days bore value not at all C ,4 of the cavalry, stopped in 

commensurate with its present worth the road, and I with him, think- 
in money, I started to get down ing that he would be able to exer- 
and rescue it. But never did caval- cise some authority and to stay tiie 
ry arrive so rapidly and in such rout. But they paid no more atten- 
numbers before. I only had time tion to him than they did to ma 
to dash out into the woods and Just then my attention was attract- 
make my retreat through them, par- ed by a captain and quartermaster, 
allel with the road, as fast as the who was making the most urgent 
impediments of riding through the efforts and appeals to the men to 
woods permitted. This, however, halt and shoot. "Shoot," he said, 
was not very fast, and gave me op- "one time, and you will drive them 
portunity of remarking again that away." One man, who seemed in- 
they were only shooting the horses clined to halt and make fight, re- 
and mules, and, being few in num- plied, "I have no gun." "There are 
ber, had no other idea than obstruc- plenty of guns and ammunition here 
ting the road and disabling us by in my wagon," said the captain* 
destroying the animals. Seeing me about this time, he said, 

There were a number of our men "Major, you have been to the front, 
rushing back through the woods on Y^^ know how few Yankees there 
line of the road, many of them arm- a^e attacking us, speak to the men," 
ed with muskets, and I called their ^^^ ^^^^^ jumping upon a log or 
attention to the fact that the Yan- stump or something, he continued 
kees were few in number and only his harangue: "Stand men! Stand! 
shooting the teams, and begged Right here ! Five determined men 
them to halt and make a stand and ^^n stop this whole rout. Stop! 
save the train. One old soldier For your country's sake! For Gen. 
looked up at me for a minute in a I^®®'« sake! For God's sake! For 
sort of dazed way, and said, "If you ^y sake!" In the meantime I was 
are fool enough to believe that, you so attracted by his earnestness, if 
stop; I am going on." 1 thought not moved by his eloquence, that I 
of the stars on my collar and of the ^^ ^^t as accurately note the situ- 
little brief authority of command ation as I should otherwise have 
that they had given me for four done, and I was rather startled into 
years, and thought of endeavor- ^ consciousness of the real condi- 

ing to enforce my words, but the 4. Col. Caakie, of Richmond. Va. 
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tion of tbings, by two or three of 
the enemy riding up in most disa- 
greeable proximity, and the pop, 
pop, pop, (not at the horses and 
males this time,) from their car- 
bines, which purported to shoot on- 
ly sixteen times without reloading, 
but seemed to me, then, to shoot 
nearer sixteen hundred times. My 
qaartermaster, I think, made fight — 
somebody fired a gun. He soon 
went down, however, and I heard 
afterwards with a broken arm, 
though I never saw him again. 

My mare, not relishing the situa- 
tion, and having been for the first 
time, I suspect, under fire, whirled 
with me, and I discovered that, be- 
sides the quartermaster, I held the 
field alone. 81ie discovered the same 
thing, and several things, it seem- 
ed, which lent wings to her feet. 
Without at all consulting my wishes, 
but, in full unison with my desires, 
she left incontinently, I lying down 
on her neck, and not knowing at 
what moment I should receive an 
inglorious wound in the most ob- 
jective portion of my person. The 
fngitives who preceded me must 
have made good time also, for it 
seemed nearly a quarter of a mile 
before I overtook anybody. Then 
I ran into another quartermaster, 
whom I recognined by his exple- 
tives as an old friend from North 
Carolina, and into a gentlemen, 
with three stars on his collar, whom 
I recognized a» the president of a 
court martial that I had attended 
Bome few months before. These, 
with one or two other officers, seem- 



ed to be bringing up the rear of the 
fugitives. Somebody called out 
"Fall in Company Q," but it was 
received as a pieoe of pleasantry 
not appropriate to the occasion. 
My quartermaster friend suggested 
that he and I take across the fields in 
a certaindirection, which he thought 
would bring us under the aegis 
of some of Lee's fighting men. We 
had only gone a few hundred yards, 
however, when we came upon Maj. 
Hill, a brother of Gen. A. P. Hill, 
and one or two other officers, who 
seemed to be trying to find what we 
were looking for. And just as we 
had saluted each other, a full regi- 
ment of infantry came out of a piece 
of woods a few hundred yards to 
to our left, and with a yell and a. 
double-quick made for our position. 
With the peculiar reflection of the 
light in the little valley they were 
tTossing, they seemed dressed in 
l>liie, and we t«ok them for the ene- 
my, and awaited our fate with re- 
signation. On coming up, however, 
it turned out t« be tJie — th North 
Carolina, under Col. Yarboroogh, 
which had been sent to the rescue of 
the baggage trains. We went with 
tlieui back, but the affair was over 
when we reached the place where 
our quartermaster had been cut 

down. Capt. J ,5 whom some 

of you knew as a resident of Peters- 
burg after the war, said that he luid 
icliipju'd them hack by getting a few 
wagoners to stand and tii'e a dozen 
shots or so. The position at which 

i. Capl. AUiptian W. Juiiu, uow uf How York. 
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the Yankees were repulsed was one a hundred ambulances were bum- 
at which a dozen determined men, ed, and a number of wagons, and a 
with muskets, could have repelled number of horses and mules were 
an hundred horsemen. The road shot, and the road so obstructed 
was only about twenty or thirty feet that it was several hours before we 
broad, and on either side was a could recommence our march. There 
thicket, one of black jack and the were no killed amongst our moi, 
other of second growth pine, that no and only our brave quartermastier 
cavalry could i)enetrate. We found wounded. I was told he had an 
a few dead Yankees, one just in arm broken. 

front of the position which my elo- r^e casualties amongst my Uttlc 
quent quartermaster friend occu- p^^,^ j ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ . 
pied, and I cheered myself with the 

belief that he had fallen under the tenable died at Point Lookout; 
fire of the quartermaster. There tucker is now (March, 1890,) mih 
were others lying on the ground un- ^'^' ^^^^^ ^' Starke, and Romulus 
hurt, one dead drunk— too drunk to somewhere in New York, 
be killed or captured— I do not Tucker, Romulus and Venable, as 
know what disposition was made of i gaid, were taken from my buggy 
^™' and made prisoners. The subse- 

The little party of the enemy who quent history of Romulus is not with- 
had made the havoc had retired by out interest, but I cannot introduce 
the same cross-road by which they it in this place. Drs. Hume Field, 
came. They were picked men of Rich'd E. Lewis, and J. P. Smith, 
Sheridan's cavalry, who, under the former two well known to some 
guides that knew the country well, of you present, escax>ed into the 
hung on our flanks, and in small woods and returned just as I came 
parties would every day strike some up. A young officer, a Capt. Rid- 
I)ortion of the most unprotected part dick, who was in my commissary 
of our trains, and, having burned wagon, and who had been wounded 
and destroyed as much prox)erty as some months before, and who had 
they could, would retreat as soon as been in the Confederate Hospital, 
fighting troops apx)eared. The bait was also captured and carried off. 
which had tempted them to this spe- His sister, a splendid young girl of 
cific attack was said to have been six about eighteen or twenty years of 
new Brooke guns, which had been age, I omitted to say, accompanied 
brought out of Richmond when our him from Petersburg, where she had 
forces left, and to which were at- been nursing him, and was with 
tached some very fine teams, which him in the wagon. She refused to 
had been impressed for that pur- leave the wagon when he was takeU} 
X>ose. These were carried off, about and as they could not bum it with 
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her in it, it ■was saved, and all of 
our commissary stores by her cour- 
age and firmness. There was also 
a fat chaplain along, the Hev. — — . 

Miss R ^ said that he escaped 

by making the liest time she had 
ever seen through the woods. We 
did not see him again. 

The young lady was pnt into the 
wagon of a North Carolina qnarter- 
mast«r, which had jiist come np, 
and in which there were already two 

other ladies — one a Miss D , "^ 

whose father was quite a learned 
man, and who had held some im- 
portant office under the govemment 
in Richmond, and the other a Mrs. 
8 , whose maiden address im- 
pressed itself on my mind, because 
my brother had been a great ad- 
mirer of hers, Miss F— C , S 

of Florida. The subsequent fortunes 
of these brave women who had de- 
termined to follow the Confederacy, 
I will rehearse presently. 

There was a yonng Bui^eon from 
North Carolina who took to that 
wagon mightily for the few days that 
they remainwl in our company, and 
things seemed very Uvely, consider- 
ing the eircumatancea. 

My chief of ambulance esraped, 
though I saw him no more, I be- 
lieve; also my orderly, who was a 
Moravian that had been impressed 
or conscripted in the army, but who 
refused to light ou account of reli- 
^ouB scruples, and had t>een sent to 
tbe medical department and was or- 



8. UiMFlorlduO 



dered to me. He had been with mo 
for many months, was faithful, hon- 
est and fearless, and the greatest 
forager I ever saw. It wa« owing 
to his being off on an expedition of 
this sort that he got away. He did 
better than escape — he captured a 
very fine saddle and bridle from a 
dead horse, and one of the finest 
young thoroughbreds, about four 
yeai-8 old, I ever saw, which I think 
the Yankees had stolen and been 
unable to manage. Burkhardt (that 
was my man's name) caught him, 
mounted and rode him to Appomat- 
tox Court-House, though I saw him 
get some hard falls. 

That disposes of all our party ex- 
cept two colored men, one named 
Howard, now a servant in the em- 
ploy of Mr. J. H. Slater, on Liberty 
street, and another named John 
Davis, who had belonged to Mr. 
Clinton Jones, of this city. These 
meu escaped and followed us to the 
last, faithful then, as, 1 am told, 
they have been houest, law-abiding 
and good citizens since. 

Only one animal was left, and 
that waa my mule, or rather a mule 
belouging to the (Confederate govem- 
ment, which I had hitched to the 
buggy, when we left Petersburg, as 
a reserve force. He had escaped 
the bullets of the enemy, and was 
left like "the last rose of summer, 
his lovely companions all fallen and 
gone," and standing in the midst of 
the general destruction, with air and 
general appearauce bo forlorn *aud 
lugubrious, that it was impossible 



250 WAR TALKS OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS. 



I 



not to smile when looking at him. But my mule— I feel that I can- 
There was also a sad and seedy look- not distniss him so sommarily— 1 
ing darkey standing near, and con- am sore that the interest of my com- 
templating the picture with dazed rades is enlisted in his story. I had 
and troubled mien. I called him to not gotten back home from dnranoe 
me, and, hastily writing a note in vile but a short time when I had a 
doggerel from the x>oiiimel of my note brought me by private hands 
saddle, I gave it to Sambo, with a (we had the luxury of few mails just 
dollar, and directed him to take the then — it was the latter part of May, 
mule and buggy to a handsome resi- 1865), saying that, if I would send 
dence on quite an eminence above for my mule and buggy, I could get 
the road, and deliver both to the them. But whom should I send! 
gentleman who lived there. I had Whom could I trust with my mule! 
no idea who this gentleman was, nor Was my own agent honestt The 
can I remember the doggerel lines whole country was full of straggleis 
now, except the first two, which ran and Yankees, who had the most pe- 
somewhat in this way: culiar and narrow ideas in reference 

'This to the gentleman who lives on to the sanctity of iiersonal property, 

Whe*n*I «!um may he live there stUl." and especially if -that property had 

„ '., ^ , ^ , . its form in the mvestment of hoiM 

Nor Old I ever dream of hearing , ^ , 

, , ■ T, ..TJA or mule flesh. 

&om mule or man again. But I did. 

The gentleman was an honored mem- However, I soon met a comrade, 

ber of my own profession, Dr. J"^ ^^ ^"^ P"««'^' P- ^ ," 

J ,9 who returned me both mule impecunious and seedy, and I said 

and buggy in good order, in the ^ ^^= "^"^** y«" «» *° ^*^ 
month of May or June, after the sur- «"^ty »°^ ^"^ "« » °^°^« «"<* 
render. I made my most grateful ^""^^^ ^^^^ ^"""^^ ^^« *« ^^' 
acknowledgements for this kindness <>^ ««'^™«' ^"* y^'^ '^'^^ "^« *««* 
as well as every possible apology for ^ * ^"g«y-" ^« "P^*^^ "^»°'* 
my silly note, which must have *^« J«^ ^ ^<>^ ^^^ dollarst" I 
seemed to him very absurd and very «*^^ *^** ^ **^<>"«^* ^- "^^« ^"^ 
unfitting an occasion of so much dis- ««* ^^^ mo°ey ^ 1*7 i^ advance!' 
aster. But my blood was younger "^^■'' '"^^^ " *« * bargain." 
then than now, and aU soldiers, poor ^^ ^"^ "^ht of baggage, and as soon 
feUows, are apt to make merriment ^ ^^ replenished his commissariat, 
of misery. There was many a merry "^ "° • 

joke made amidst the fiercest fight- ^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ returned, and, driv 
ing, and many a brilliant saUy was ^^« «P ^ an office which I had im- 
spoken by Ups sealed the next min- provised on Bank street, he called 
ute in death. out, "Here's your mule,'' and there 

9. Dr. Jeter, of Amelia county, Va. 10. Peter Stainback, of BmoBwiok coonty, Va. 
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\ was, greatly improved and fat- 
tied, but his personal identity was 
iqnestionabJe. Whose personal 
pperty he waa, was a question not 
.easily settled. He was an asset 
^a broken concern, the t'onfe<iei'ate 
Itverument, which bad gone into 
le hands of a receiver, and many 
preeentatives of that receiver, in 
le shape of Yankee quartermasters, 
B., lined the streets. I really had 
me conscientious scniptes on the 
piject myself, for which some of 
f old eonu-ades jeered me, and I 
iOngbt I would inquire amongst 
py friends, the enemy," stating a 
pposed cjise. 

I did so, selecting as an umpire an 
leer whom I did not know, but 
ho seemed a friendly sort of fellow, 
e paid me a doubtful compliment 
replying, "If you have got a mule 
that sort, and don't sell him at 
loe and put the money in your 
loket, you are a bigger fool than I 
ke you to be." I acted on his 
ggestion, promptly; sold my mule 
t $75 (no man asked for a bill of 
le or guaranty iu those days), my 
l^y for #75 additional, and bought 
llorae, saddle and bridle, and car- 
Id the horse into the back lot to my 
Bee. 

Sefore very long several lewd fel- 
irs in bine, of the baser sort, came 
and said I had stolen a horse. 
I taking them to see him, however, 
i did not quite come up to their 
B» of plunder, and the spokesman 
m, "That is not the horse." ITiere 
excellent saddle blanket, 



though, with the fixtures, and he 
maintained that it was bis, and that 
I did steal that; but I talked him out 
of that idea — an accusation of fteal- 
ing was not matter for Jigkling under 
the peculiar circumstances of that 
day, but I was left in undisturbed 
possession of my property. 

But to return to the retreat. My 
ambulance was burned, with all of 
my clothes; indeed, they were no 
great shakes, except a very fine new 
cloak of Confederate cloth, elabo- 
rately finished, the gift of a friend, 
and made somewhere aljroad. Its 
estimated value in the currency of 
the day was #1,500, It was too fine 
to wear, except for a major-general, 
but I regretted its loss exceedingly. 
A greater loss was my diary, that 
dated back to the days of the 
Chai-lest^n convention of 1860, which 
was the real inauguration of the rev- 
olution, in which the South 8take<l 
its all for constitutional lilierty. 
This I regretted more than the cloak . 
Our lives were spared, however, 
and some commissary stores were 
left, and our little party trudged 
along with the wagon train until the 
day following, when we t«ok the 
vote amongst ourselves whether we 
would continue with it, constantly 
menaced, as it was, by marauding 
parties of the enemy's cavalry, 
which seemed always to be hover- 
ing on our right, and against which 
we had little or no protection, or 
whether we would follow the fight- 
ing men, at a respectful and profea- 
sional distance, in the rear. We 
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had not found out then that the rear ''Don't take me right into the battle! 
was simply the left of the line, whilst Don't take me right into the battle!" 
the firont was the right, and that I rode forward to see if I could be of 
there was just as much and just as any assistance, when an infantry offi- 
hard fighting in the rear as in the cercaughtthemules, and, taking the 
front. We had only changed our lines, turned them around and drove 
route a few hours when we were told rapidly down in the direction from 
that the enemy had scooped down which they came, and soon placed 
on the wagon train again; so we the party under the shelter of a hill, 
thought we were lucky. But short- We followed and found some sur- 
ly after we came upon some of Ma- geons had selected the same place 
hone's men, not apparently retreat- for the reception of the wounded, 
ing, but seemingly lounging around, and were rigging up some sort of 
I remember seeing Mr. A. A. A.ll a table, the sanguinary usage of 

Mr. W. J^ B. 12 sitting down on which we only too well divined. 

a pile of rails with their shoes off. Of course we cast in our lot with 
and not very far from the same them, and prox>osed to render any 
place I saw Grcn. Mahone lying assistance in our power. But we 
down in the comer of a fence near also found seeking the same shelter- 
the road, with one or two orderlies, ed position, and in a wagon, (how it 
I did not recognize any of the staff, got there I cannot tell), our lady 

I thought he was trying to get a nap, friends. Miss R 13 and Miss 

X)erhax)s, and I did not salute or dis- D ,13 from whom we had parted 

turb him, but went leisurely on a the day before. The battle was now 
short way towards the front, when opened, and in a few minutes the 
we saw Gen. Longstreet and several first victim came in, a North Caroli- 
of his staff, apparently lounging na soldier, on a horse, though not ft 
around, and, still suspecting nothing, trooi)er. We had only time to take 
we went on, nobody halting us, until him down and to see that he was 
a few minutes after, we came into an badly wounded through the knee, 
elevated and open plain, where a and that his leg would probably 
thin line of men were strung out di- have to be amputated, when increas- 
agonally across our road for some ed noise in front indicated increased 
distance on either side, and a little activity of some sort, and immedi- 
stir of some sort going on. Present- ately a courier came dashing up and 
ly an ambulance drove up from a sort delivered an order from Gren. Lee or 
of cross coimtry road, and went rap- Longstreet for the surgeons to fall 
idly forward through the line, and I back at once, and to leave the 
heard a lady cry out from within it, wounded, the ladies, the ambulances, 
— — wagons and everything, and showed 

11. Mr. A. A. Allen, of Petersburg, Va. — 

12. Mr. Wm. J. BraDcb, of Richmond, Va. 13. liincs Riddick and Dimitry. 
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US a roufrh road tlirough the woods 
»t right angles to our poaitiou, by 
■which we were to retreat. And so 
'vre lefl oiir poor wounded soldier on 
the ground, and tlie ambiilauee, wa- 
gon and ladies vith hurried and 
rather informal adieu.. We heard 
that they fell into the enemy's hands 
shortly after we left, and that they 
xeceived very courteous attention, 
and were sent back to Petersburg 
■under saffi-guard. Thu fight was the 
one at or near Rice's statiou. Some 
of you. Comrades, have doubtless 
more accurate information in refer- 
ence to it than I. 

Our road soon carried us back to 
the main road on the right, along 
which the wagons, as many as were 
left, were dragging their slow 
length. We marched all night, or 
ratber crept along with them, until 
at some creek or double creek of 
some sort, a panic occurred, and 
there was crowding and confusion 
worse confounded. How many ever 
came out, 1 do not know. Being 
l^ht of baggage oui'selves, we got 
ahead of them, kept the Farm^-ille 
road, and went into that town about 
daylight the next morning, Thurs* 
day, with any number of soldiers, 
bnt none, I think, in regular organ- 
ization. 

There were two incidents of that 
night which indelibly impressed 
themselves on my memory: It was 
daring that night that I saw (!en. 
Lee for the la.st tinie, until after the 
war was over, when I dined with 
■ him one day at Gen. Mahone's, at 



the house on Sycamore street, r 
owned and occupied by Mr. 8. W. 

V .u He was riding slowly ] 

along the line of inextricably taa- 
gle<i wagons, as if going to the rear, ■ 
no one with him, as far aa I can re- 
member, and I was near enough to I 
look iuto his face. He rode erect, 
as if incapable of fatigue, and with ' 
the same dignified mien that I had 
so often noted on the streets of Pe- 
t(!rsburg. From his manner no 
man would have discovered that, 
which he so well knew, viz: that his 
army was melting away, that his re- 
sources were exhausted, and that in 
a few days he would be compelled 
to deliver up to the enemy, which 
he had so often defeated, the rem- 
nants of those ragged jackets who 
had followed him for foiii' long years, , 
and who had never failed him ex- 
cept "in their own annihilation.' 

Another incident was this: Some- 
time during the night, on some high 
hills, in the county of Cumberland 
or Prince Edward, I know not 
which, it was very cold, and Dr. 
Lewis, one of our party, , found a 
captain and quartermaster, whom, 
he introduced to me as Capt. 

O ,15 of North Carolina, who 

had some whiskey, and who invited 
me to take a swig from his cant«en. 
Tt was the first drink I had taken 
in many months, and I suspect the I 
whiskey was as good as any, but it 
had the most peculiar effect upon n 
I ha^l congratulated myself up to 

11. Cum, S. W. VttiBblp, of Polenibarg, Va. 
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that night that I had not suffered ed with his own hands a side of mid- 
from fatigue^ from hunger^ from dling meat to my man, and we paas- 
want of sleepy from fear; and yet in ed on. 

ten minutes after I took that drink As we reached the river there were 
of whiskey I was hungry, tired, halted on this side, and out of th« 
scared, and so sleepy that I had to road so as not to interfere with tlM 
get off my horse and walk to keep passage of the troops, the Yankee 
awake. prisoners who had been captured on 

* Well, we got into Farmville, as I the route. I judged, from a rough 
said, about daylight, and my man estimate, that there were more thin 
Burkhardt said that, if we would a thousand of them, and a sony 
halt there awhile, he would go into looking set they were. A good 
somebody's kitchen and bake some many of them carried large pieces of 
biscuit from a little flour that he meat, sides of middling, such as that 
had foraged. We turned off on a I had just drawn at the last issue of 
by-street, and I lay down on the rations to the Army of Northern Vir- 
sidewalk, first fastening my reins ginia, but we had no time for con- 
around my body, to assure my versation with them, 
awakening in case of anyone's at- Gen. Long crossed the river about 
tempting to steal my horse, a pre- that time, and, knowing him veiy 
caution which I learned the night well, we crossed with him, and rode 
before, an officer informing me that with him a short distance. In lees | 
some one had stolen his horse from than an hour, I suppose, the army, 
his side whilst he was asleep. I prisoners and all, had jmssed over, ! 
slept for several hours, and when I and Gen. Lee had given orders to | 
awoke the whole town was full of bum the bridge behind us, which I j 
soldiers, and the army — infantry think was done by Major Cook,l7 one 
and artillery — ^was crossing the coun- of his inspectors, a gentleman who, 
ty bridge as rapidly as i)OS8ible over after the war, became an Episcopal i 
into Buckingham. minister, and who had charge of a 

As we started to follow, my man, colored church in this place for many 
with his eye ever on the commissa- years. 

ry, informed me that Major Scott^s On the hills beyond Farmville 
was issuing rations at the railroad there seemed to be a great deal of 
depot, and that we had better go by artillery halted, or parked, as I af< 
and see what we could get. It was terwards learned, and it was here 
true the major was dealing out hur- (we know now that which few knew 
riwlly, and I suspect without requi- then) that Gen. Lee oiiened his first 
Hitiou in duplicate, the little that correspondence with Gen. Grant in 
was left, and at my request deliver- reference to the surrender of the 

in. Major Pred'k R. Scott, of Richmond, Va. 17. Rev. Giles B. Cook, of Maryland. 
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rmy ; and it was a short distance 
brther on that they seemed to be 
Ightening the load of headquarter 
iragoDs by destroying letters and pa- 
^rs from them. A young man 
lamed Moi^an,l8 ft-oni this dtj', who 
^ad belonged to the 12th Virginia, 
tnit who had be«n detailed as clerk 
in the medical department of Gen. 
Lee's headquarters, seemed entriist- 
sd with this duty. Here, for the 
bist time, I saw Dr. Guild, Gen. 
Lee's medical director, and Mrs. 
Q'nild, who was trying to make her 
PBcape with the army into friendly 
lines, and Gen. Lee's carriage and 
borses, which I never saw him use, 
Hiongh I was told he did ride in the 
Carriage once or twice during the 
retreat. It was upon a road that 
had been evidently just cut through 
some pines, and the progress was 
very slow and tedious. Dr. Guild 
Bid to me, "Yon had better remain 
Vith us," and I thought so too, but 
BOmething occurred to separate my 
party from his, and theu came the 
usual daily and nightly order, "For- 
ward," and I saw him no mora. 

We moved on without incident of 
Special concern to us, until Saturday 
kftemoon. There were increased 
signs of demoralization and disinte- 
gration all along the roads. Soldiers 
irhom I knew had been soldiers of 
BteadinesB and courage were strag- 
gling and sleeping, unarmed and 
ipparently uuc^neemed; 1 attribut- 
ed it to fatigne and hunger and ex- 
tuustion. Officers of the line seem- 



U. Wm, T. Morgan, of BalUuioru, 



ed to be doing the same thing — co- 
lonels, generals, even lieutenant- 
generals, and I saw a member of the 
stafiF of one of Lee's most distiu- 
gnished lieutenants throw himself 
on the ground and swear an oath 
that he would never draw his sword 
from ite scabbard again ; and then I 
noted that there were more and more 
small arms thrown aside on the 
roads, muskets stuck up in the 
ground by their bayonets; yet with 
hundreds, yes, perhaps thousands 
of others, I had not entertained for 
a moment the idea of any surrender 
of Lee's army as a whole. 

To me, as to every Southron, as to 
every soldier, as to every man and 
woman and child of the Confedera- 
cy, it had been the embodiment of 
courage and fortitude and heroism. 
The cause for which it contended 
was the cause of liberty and truth 
and right. God could never suffer 
those brave battalions to go down, 
even before might, whose standards 
had been upheld for so many years 
by the anus of our heroes; those 
battle-flags could never trail in du^t, 
which, consecrated and kissed by 
Southern women, had been baptized 
in the blood of the truest and the 
liest of tie earth. The prayers of a 
million of Christian men and women, 
proving their faith by their works 
of self-abnegation and self-surren- 
der, could not fail to have a hear- 
ing above, where the destiny of na- 
tions were ordained and determined. 

Oh, Comrades ! Many a heavy- 
hearted man survived the surrender 
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at Appomattox, and trudged his years of -peril and fatigae and fight- 
weary way home, believing with ing had proved their mettle ; but 
Napoleon Bonaparte that, after all, gaunt hunger had at last overcome 
heaven was on the side of the heavi- their manhood, and they had scat- 
est ordnance. tered throughout the country to any . 

On Saturday afternoon, preceding house or hut that promised a piece 
the fatal morning of Sunday, the 9th of bread. I saw men whose rationfl 
of April, my little party was well in for days had been com, stolen from 
the front, keeping pace with some the horses' feed, and j^arched and 
broken sections of artillery belong- munched as they marched and 

ing to different commands, which, fought. I said to Col. P , '^Doa 

with exhausted ammunition and in Gren. Lee know how few of his sol- 
crippled condition generally, had diers are left, or to what extremities 
been ordered to make for Lynch- they are reduced!'' "I do not be- 

burg. I came upon Col. P ,19 lieve that he does," was his reply. 

Gen. Lee's inspector -general, plac- «Then whose business is it to tell 
ing a few infantry troops in posi- him, if not his first inspector's?" 
tion upon a knoll commanding a i said. "I cannot," he replied, "I 
considerable view of oi)en country cannot." 

on the left, and, riding up to him, I por the first time my faith and my 
asked what command it was. It did fortitude failed me, and choking, 
not seem to comprise more than two with tears, I said to my little party: 
hundred men in all. He replied <q cannot see of what further use we 
slowly and sadly, ''That is what can be here; let us push on ahead, 
is left of the Ist Virginia regi- may be we can get to Johnston's ar- 
ment, and that is the sole guard of my ; may be, beyond the Mississip- 
the left flank of the Army of North- pj gome leader will raise the stars 
em Virginia." At a distance away, and bars, and liberty will find there 
beyond musket range on the left, a rallying point and a refuge !" 
there was a body of Federal horsemen Comrades, my faith in the Con- 
hovering around as ill-omened birds federate cause was strong, and when 
of prey, awaiting their opportunity, the sun went down a few hours later 

Within range of my eye there behind the hills of the Apx)omattox, 
were a great number of muskets I looked upon life as a bauble, and 
stuck in the ground by the bayo- the only blessed ones those brave 
nets, whose owners, hearth -sick and men who were sleeping in soldiers' 
fainting of hunger and fatigue, had graves without knowledge of defeat, 
thrown them away, and gone, none without taste of the ignominy of 
knew whither. God help the poor walking under the victor's yoke, 
fellows, and forgive them ! Four As I rode along, classic readingf^ 
19. Col. Henry K. Peyton. in the halcyou holidays of the hi^py 
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past, haunted my memory, and I time, though an artillerist. The J 
thought of Ulysses, after the siege train got olT for Lyuchtiurg safely. 
Of Troy, wandering the world a not half an hour too soon, 
wrecked waif, and of Homer's lines: We rode back in the direction of ] 
"Happy, ihrice happy, who in batde the Conrt-House to the Lynchburg ' 

elain, .^ m ■ i ■ road, where we found some of the j 

Pressed luAtridea' cause ttaeTrojaD plam, ' 1 

Oh 1 had 1 died before that well fought artillery going into bivouac, as it | 

Had"i distinguished d.y ren.wned ^as about Bunset. Some of ou 

my fall. were for going on to Lynchburg that 

^"''Vi^rM^^''^'*'^*'"^^""^""^^'''^ ""'S*"*' **'■ ^' '^^* ^^^ moving on 

From conquering Troy around Athilles' and getting ahead of the artillery, 

head." Odj/ssey, Lib. s, verac 30r>. ^ut Dr. FeiJd, Dr. Smith and I, with 

And I thought of the grand Epic, my faithful Burkhardt, concluded 

in the words of which I Ijegan this we woidd lie down and sleep, at 

story, and of the laments of the un- least for an hour or so. I nusad- 

happy Aeneas and his soug^ died my horse, gave her some prov- 

"O t«r(|ue quaterque beati, ender which Burkhardt had cap-, 

^"^IbS'sliti? ^''^''™ ^'"■'*^ ^"'* ""*"" ^"'■^' ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^'"* ""y ^^^ ' 

Contlgitoppetere!" on my saddle, and was soon asleep ' 

"Thrice happy those whose fate It was to and dreaming of better things than I 

EiiSi. tbe ctlef, before tbe Trojan "J" ^'^"•^^i^Sf- I l»I «lept onl, 

wall, a very short time when Burkhardt 

?o'i,;'rbAS'r.bd¥™S?ss; ^^"^^ ™ "«'<^i>- ^^ "■» »'»"io" i 

Oh, had 1 there, beneath Tvdides' hand, and cried, "Doctor, the Yankees 

That bravest hero of the GiWiau band, ho „„„„ f\,c^ t7 

Poured out this soul, with martial glory "*' "P"" '^"'-*- 

flred, I arose quickly, but not ao'quick- 

And in the plain trmmphaDtlyespircd, , ■ r n. o i... 

Wben Hector fell by great Achillea' 'y ^ ^y compaiuous, for Drs. Smith 

spear." and Feild were fast disappearing 

lirg. Aencid B'k ut, Vol. SI. ., l ^l .. ■ ■ i,. ■ ■ i i- 

through the thick black-jack forest, 

But pu,hibg on, we reached Ap. ,„j Biu-khardt, rto had not nnsad- 

pomattoi Court Hon.e jmt before died or tied his line animal, ™ fast 

snn«^t, and hearing there was a train jying „p the road towards Lynch- 

of Confederate slek and wounded barg, whilst, coming doTO the road, 

St the depot on the railroad, some ^^,,j „.^ j,^ j„,t ttavetMd from 

two mrie. further on, we rode at ,1,^ ^^^ ,.„ , ^^^ „f ^^y^^ 

once to that point. There I sue- ^^^^ ;„ „|„^ ^^^^^ ^j^ 

ceeded in getUng on a few more of j^,^ ^^ cUnU^ of sabres and 

onr siek and broken down men. I ^,„„,j, „, ^^.j ^^^^ upon me. I had 

remember Mr. J. J. Cockeao amongst „„ j,„^_ „, ^.„ „, „„„„, „,y 

them, who was but a boy at the ^„^j_ „, ^^.^ ,„ ^,l„t „ j„^„. 

*ao, jno. J. c»i;k«. of princ« oeorso ouiinty, va. sack or eanteen from the pommel of 
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my saddle, but catching up a large they had, and had opened fire on 
shawl on which I was lying, and the column at short range, 

which I now keep as a memorial. An eye witness, Sergeant D ,^ 

with a bullet hole through it, I of the Howitzers of Richmond, him- 
made the best time I could, follow- self in charge of one of the guns, in- 
ing my companions, and, cx)ming to formed me that the havoc was fearful, 
a high fence in the woods, we climb- The Yankees were repelled, but form- 
ed over that, and put it as well as ed again, and, seeing, I suppose, the I 
the black-jack between us and the fewness and insignificance of the force ' 
enemy's horse. There was, imme- arrayed against them, came hack 
diately after, some pretty . smart almost as audaciously as before and 
firing over our heads of carbines in column again, led by a bronz- 
and of artillery, a rebel yell, and a ed old major on a gray charger, 
hurried retreat of troopers. Then who, with many others, met his 
there was another charge and an- death with a reckless courage wor- 
other irregular discharge of field thy of a better cause. The second 
pieces, and a general scattering, as charge, however, was successful; 
far as we could t<3ll. Darkness, our men had no more ammunition 
however, had come on, and, making and were run down by the cavalry, 
a bed of leaves in the corner of our some surrendering and some escap* 
fence, we concluded that, ignorant ing into the woods. The casualties 
as we were of the topography of the on our side were few — I do not know 

country, and the relative position of that any were killed. Dr. N ,22 

the contending forces, we had better of Norfolk, who was then surgeon of 
remain still until daylight. one of the artillery companies en- 
The next day, after we had fallen gaged in the fracas, got a pistol bnl- 
into the hands of the enemy, and let in his face, I remember, 
had had an opportunity of shaking But to return to our fortunes: 
the hands of a few fellow prisoners. Rising up in the morning, as soon as 
we got a good account of the skir- it was daylight, we b^an to cast 
mish of the night before. It seems about for our moorings. There was 
that the Yankee cavalry, made bold before us a large open field, and, 
and careless by almost constant and thinking that lay in the direction 
unresisted raids upon our wagon of Lee's lines, we commenced to cross 
trains and stragglers, had charged it, in hopes of rejoining our men. 
down the road where they passed We were strengthened in our opin- 
us, in column, and that some of our ion by seeing, a few hundred yards 
broken artillery, getting the wind to our right, a vidette sitting quiet- 
of what was coming, had loaded up ly on his horse as if looking out for 
to the muzzle with what relics of 

, . . 21. Anthony Dibrell, of Leeeburg, Va. 

ammunition, grape ana CanniSter 22. Dr. Herbert Nash, of Norfolk. Va. 
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JSiewB. We approached him, and 
Itrfter getting within ten or fifteen 
l^peces were halted and brought in 
i range of a very ugly looking navy 
lre\'olver. Mentiouing the fact that 
[we were friendB, and only three lost 
(Confederate surgeons looking for 
VlJee'B linee, and asking very naively 
jn what direction they were, he 
hpointed to the direction which we 
nmppofied, and we started to go when 
jVe received another "halt," accom- 
jpanied this tinio with an ominous 
itiickiiig of the weapon in his hand, 
jand a request "to come forward." 
IjWe did so, and found that our vi- 
I^Stite wore a different iiniforiu from 
foor own, and that we had l>een ta- 
.'Jten in. He gave a curt, order, 
^•Bight about face, march — iiuick!" 
jfWe obeyed promptly, and strode 
(ibrward in the opposite direction to 
jliee's lines, he on horseback, and 
sMlecting me as "next man," and 
(keeping his pistol very disagreeably 
jneor my head. I ventured to re- 
'Biark that we were unarmed, and 

EI thought it not at all necessary 
we should be kept quite so 
ly covered by his weapon, but 
f^ made no reply. 
, We went hurriedly on over the 
nnigh ground, his pistol bobbing np 
■Dd down near the right side of my 
head, and I really apprehended some 
hoger, and said, "Sergeant, you 
jHll shoot me presently." He re- 

Every cheerfully that he "did 
are a d— n if he did," to which 
I, "I do — I care very partieu- 
^ly. It would be a very unpleasant 



and a very ignominious death. But 
he did not change his position, and 
I saw that T had to change my tac- 
tics, or that any little irregularity 
in the motion of his horse might 
send a bullet through my brain. So 
I re-opened my conversation on a dif- 
ferent scale, and said, "Sergeant, 
those are poor spurs yon wear for so 
fine a trooper. I have in my over- 
coat pocket a lieautiful pair of spurs, 
made out of copper taken from the 
old Merrimac you people sunk in 
the Gosport navy yard. If you will 
let me stop and get at them I would 
like tomakeyouapresent of them." 
He smiled and said, "All right." I 
took them out and handed them up 
to him, and he put them in his 
pocket and the pistol back in the 
holster. I had valued those spot's 
very highly. 'Fhey were made, as I 
said, of copper taken from the old 
Merrimac; made in the quartermas- 
ter department in Norfolk, under 
the care of Capt. Samuel Stevens,23 
A. Q. M,, and I had i-emoved them 
from my feet the night before to 
save them in case of my l)eing cap- 
tured, and now I had just used them 
to save my life. I had little idea of 
what would be their destination 
when I used to prance with them on 
inspection days, when we played 
soldier the first year of the war, at 
the entrenched camp below Norfolk. 
Well, our sergeant carried ns back 
to the picket lines, and delivered us 
to Gen. DeveuB, who was afterwards 
attorney -general of the United States 

lEl. (.'upt. .aamutl fHevun«, nf I'ck-whiir*, 
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nnder Grant. He received us oonr- But in a few minntes the general 
teously, and, finding out who we turned us over to a courier, with or- ■ 
were, called up his surgeon, and we ders to take us to the rear. We soon 
were offered coffee and requested to reached the advanced lines, and 
make ourselves comfortable. The there we met G^en. Sheridan, who 
general then asked me, "Why had apparently been spending the 
doesn't Gren. Lee surrender! How night in a large frame building 
long is he going to keep up this fool- which looked something like a comi- 
ishness! If he falls back to Lynch- try church in bad rejiair. He was 
burg, or the mountains, does he not splendidly mounted, and a number 
know that he cannot escape!" I re- of his officers with him, his staff, I 
plied that I was not in Gren. Lee's supi)ose, all well dressed, and, witt 
confidence, nor had I attended a caparisoned steeds, presented a 
council of war, and that I was real- very different apx)earanoe from our 
ly unprei)ared to say what his in- i)Oor, broken cavalry, 
tentions were. He then asked me There was a large body of hon» 
''how many men of all arms Gen. in an adjoining open piece of wood, 
Lee had left, and how many prison- and, as Sheridan rode up, they were 
ers he had with him, and what his advanced in line. Some one re- 
,X)Osition was, and what roads bore marked to us, "Now boys you are 
upon it," &c., &c., all questions going to see something grand." A 
which I could not answer, nor would man near me said it was Sheridan 
have answered if I could. I did ven- who spoke. The infantry, of which 
ture to say, however, for mischief, there seemed to be a pretty good 
that he had more prisoners than sprinkling around, jeered the troop- 
men when I saw him last. ers, as our men used to jeer them 
This was received good humoredly, occasionally, and said, ''Oh, yon 
as was intended, except by a dapper will be back pretty soon!" and 
little officer, who said, "General, he "pretty soon" they were, peU-mell, 
is lieing, he does not want to know." and we were hurried back to the 
I had not often been talked to rear rapidly with the fugitives, to 
in that way in my life, and to prevent being recaptured. I was 
be thus insulted, a prisoner and my told that Gren. Sheridan was not 
hands tied, I felt myself bum down only repelled but that he lost two 
into my boots. I suppose I showed guns in five minutes. This is also 
it, for not only Gen. Devens, but one written elsewhere, but Gren. Sheri- 
or two of his staff, gave the fellow dan says nothing about it in his ac- 
such a look that he fell back out of count of the "Last Affair at Appo- 
decent company, and I was saved the mattox." Nor does he speak of 
temptation of making a fool of myself , having met me. 
which I should probably have done. Before we had gone baok a mile 
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ire met the Yankee infantry advanc- 
ing — and Huch nnmbers 1 They 
eeemed to come ont of the p-ound. 
We hod to give them the road to let 
them pass, and I can well believe 
tbnt which history records, that 
there were 75,000 or 80,000. 

We were soon in the rear; indi- 
cated by the nnraber of onr prison- 
era, who were halted under gnaid in 
a large body, by the hospital ar- 
rangements, and by a curious look- 
ing cooking affair on wheels, 
which we were told belonged to the 
' 'Christian Commission . " It was 
all of the "Christian Commission" 
that we ever saw. No doubt the 
cooking stove had its functions, as 
the commission had its fiuctions, 
bat they were never developed un- 
der our observation. 

We were marched up and merged 
into the bmly of prisoners, may be 
a thousand of them, and soon met 
eeveral of our acquaintances, who 
liad been captured earlier in the fray 
than we, among them Capt.Thos. J. 
Lae(iit«r, of the Norfolk and Western 
railroad, and Mr. S. L. Simpson, 24a 
■on, I think, of Mr. Wm. 8. Simpson, 
whom I see before me. To him I 
Booa became indebted. 

During the afternoon the prison- 
ers were marched across a little ra- 
Tine into a body of woods, open and 
with but little undergrowth; the 
limits of a prisoners' camp was de- 
signated, the dead lines drawn, and 
we were told for the second time to 
"make ourselves comfortable." De- 
al, b. l. Blmpsou , ( 



tails were permitted and ordered to 
bring in fence rails for fires, or for 
constructing temporary shelter, and 
with the instinct and ingennity of 
soldiers, many soon fixed themselves 
in tolerably comfortable quarters. 
There was also a bam of splendid 
tobacco near our camp, of which we 
were requested (by our enemies) to 
help ourselves. 

Drs. Smith and Feild and I and 
another gentleman, whose name I 
cannot recall, but who introduced 
himself to us as a medical man, whom 
we afterwards suspected of having 
imi>osed upon us, bad one lire and 
one improvised shelter. Friend 
Simpson occupied the allotted space 
in front of us with his mess; Capt. 

G ,25 of Bichmond, and his mesa 

to the left; and to our right there 
were strangers. The first day, the 
Sabbath, closed without an issue of 
rations. We, (I mean my party), 
had had a cup of coffee with Gen. 
Devens in the morning, and noth- 
ing since. Having light stomaoha 
and great fatigue we slept well, and 
did not awake until sunrise of the 
day following. The next morning 
9, 10, 11 o'clock came, and no ra- 
tions. Our friend Simpson came to 
us and divided some compressed veg- 
etable cake with ns, showed us how 
to make a sort of soup or medley 
with it, gave us a piece of corn 
bread, and giving him grateful 
thanks we made a light breakfast. 

About sunset a beef or two were 
driven up and shot on the oatskirts 

K. Opt. OltMon, or RlchmDad. 
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of the camp, and skinned and flay- "Hidlp yonrself, Doctor, your people 
ed on the ground. So much of the famished the menu,'' (with a smile 
quivering flesh was dispensed to as if to intimate that the provender 
each mess, one membet of the mess before us was impressed) ; ^ Ve have 
going under guard to get it. We no rations; your Fitz Lee burned 
received ours, broiled a portion of aU of our wagon trains Sunday, and 
it on sticks, without salt, ate it for I don't know when you will get any- 
supper, and put the other away for thing more." We made a square 
breakfast. Having no closets or meal, and having talked very pleas- 
othei conveniences for stowing away antly for a few minutes, both sideB 
supplies, we put our rations in our avoiding topics that might excite 
caps, and so slept with them. It disagreeable discussion, I thanked 
was voted, after conference with our my stranger friend and returned to 
neighbors, as the only safe place we camp. 

had. Poor Capt. G had cap It is needless to say that I was 

and rations both stolen in the night, the lion and the envy of all imme- 
and the last I saw of him he was diately about me. But I was invit- 
marching to prison bareheaded. ed out no more. We had a little 
The next morning a Yankee, who fresh beef issued to us every day, 
had been busy about our mess the nothing more. We did not know 
day before, and asking a good many that Gen. Lee had surrendered un- 
questions and talking generally in til Wednesday, and then we could 
a manner which led us to treat him get no reliable account of anything, 
as a nuisance, came up to me and The fact is our captors, or those 
said he had an invitation for me to with whom we could have any con- 
take breakfast with Dr. Bichardson, versation, did not seem to take any 
of New York state, and showed a sort of interest in affairs, and did 
permit for me to pass the lines, on not seem to know or care anything 
my honor to return. How my &iend about what was going on. Soldier- 
ever knew who I was, or to what ing was altogether mechanical with 
circumstance I was indebted for this them. And those who were in 
mark of distinction, I could never charge of our camp did not even 
find out. I found Dr. Bichardson, seem to take any especial interest 
with some half-dozen officers — sur- in their business. Our soldiers, the 
geons, quartermasters, &c., some prisoners, I mean, broke the dead 
few hundred yards &om the prison- line constantly, and jeered and guy- 
ers' camp, about to sit down to a ed the guards, until I oonfidently 
very comfortable breakfast of broil- expected they would shoot into our 
ed pig, bread and coffee, spread on camp, but* they manifested neither 
an extemporized table under the pleasure nor displeasure, and I 
trees. They received me very kind- think any Confederate could have 
ly, and one of the officers remarked, walked away that wished to — some, 
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I suppose, did go. I am sore of it ; will have to take yoar chances with 
bat there was so little prospect of a them.*' 

man's getting home, without money, After a little time he came back 
without food or without, friends, and said, ''According to the terms 
that few thought their chances of Gen. Lee's surrender all men and 
would be imt)royed by going away, officers captured within so many 
Then, too, if Lee had surrendered, hours before the time of surrender 
was not the war over ? and within so many miles of Appo- 

However, the hopes of all who mattox Court-House, are entitled to 
thought that way were soon dissi- tlieir liberty and parole." "Well," 
pated. On Thursday morning an I said, "if that be so, I and my 
order came for the officers amongst ^^^ree friends here, and some eighty 
the prisoners to be mustered and or more Alabamians of Gracie's 
registered. We were gotten out brigade, with their colonel, are en- 
and put in line to march. I notic- titled to their parole." And I call- 
ed the officer of the guard with a ©^ ^P ^^^ colonel, a gentleman 
badge pinned on the lapel of his named Saunders, I think, and put 
coat, which indicated that he was a ^im in communication with the offi- 
Mason, or I thought so, and, draw- cer of the guard. The upshot of 
ing a bow at a venture, I took an the affair was, that my guard pro- 
opportunity, the first time he came duced pen and paper and made me 
near me, to give a signal of distress, state the case to Gen. Meade, I 
He came to me and asked what he think it was directed to him, at least, 
could do for me. I asked what he and forwarded by a mounted order- 
was going to do with me. He said ly, a^d in a few hours, we all stand- 
that the officers were to be sent to ing in the meantime in line in the 
Fort Lafayette. Then I replied, rain, there came an order for eighty- 
I would like to get away." He said, 'our of us to be sent back to Appo- 
I will do anything for you which mattox Court-House and to report to 
is not in violation of my oath as a Gen. W. F. Bartlett, a Federal officer 
soldier." "What grounds have you of distinction, and a gentleman. He, 
for asking to be released ?" I said, after the war, settled in Richmond, 
"I am a non-combatant." He re- and made many friends during the 
marked, "Are you not one of the '©w years of his life in the South. I 
surgeons who were captured with think he finally died of wounds re- 
that artillery which did such fearful ceived in action, 
execution amongst our men on Sat- We were conducted under guard 
urday night last?" I said, "Yes, through the dark and rain several 
but I was not at a gun — I never miles back in the direction of the 
pulled a lanyard in my life." He Court-House, and reached Gen. 
smiled and said, "You were in Bartlett's command about 9 o'clock 
mighty bad company, then, and p. m. 
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He sent for Col. Saunders and the door, bnt refused to open it, and, 

myself to be brought into his tent, saying that the house was already 

and after some kind talk gave direc- full of wounded, told ns that we 

tion for us to be carried to the pick- could not get in and to move on, 

et lines and released, instructing us (a man who said to you ^'move on** 

to report to General , who would just about that time tisoally had 

parole us. According to the terms some means of enforcing his yiews, 

of the surrender the Confederate gen- and it was best not to disooss them), 

erals were required to parole the men which we did, and, having deaied 

of their respective commands on pa- the yard, lay down for rest. The 

roles which had been printed by the water ran down my back in suoh a 

Federal authorities, and which bore stream, however, that I protested 

the impress of that fact. against any such baptism by pour- 

We were accordingly taken to the ing, and with Dr. Feild moved on. 
picket lines, which seemed to be Going some hundred yards or so, I 
somewhere in or about the small suppose, in what direction we had 
village, in a kind of blacksmith shop, no idea now, for we had lost our 
where we were halted. Our con- reckoning, and the darkness was 
ductor gave the countersign and the worse than Cimmerian — ^it could be 
pickets passed us, our guards releas- felt — we fell over a new mound of 
ed us, and directed us, with a "good- earth, and then another, which 
bye, Johnnie," down the road in the seemed to be new made graves, and 
direction of our lines, in the dark in the end proved to be so, and, 
and in the rain, about 10 or 11 gathering ourselves up for fresh ad- 
o'clock p. M., with about as much ventures, came upon a small house, 
idea of where our lines were, or the door of which was open, we 

where Gen. was, as any other judged, by its being a little darker 

stranger in a strange country in the just in that place than any other, 

dark, with nobody to enquire of, and I said to the doctor, **Here at 

could be expected to have. least we can find shelter." 

What became of Col. Saunders It was a weird looking conoem, 
and his men I know not — I never but I said, "Let us go in." But Dr. 
saw them again. Our little party Feild drew back and remarked, 
struck out "down the road," but "That is a dangerous looking place." 
soon left it to try and find shelter Isaid, "That from ^(7u beats all. Yon 
and somewhere to halt until day- are the gamest boy and man (for I 
light. We soon came to a small had been his school-mate and seen 
two-story house, with a light in a him tried) that I ever saw, and now 
window, and, going up, knocked at for you to talk about being afraid 
the door, and asked to be permitted borders rather on the lu<£crous; be- 
to enter and remain all night, if on- sides, what have you got to lose bot 
ly in the hall. Some man came to your life. Come on." 
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As we stepped into the door there fore for a gold rinfi-, and which, tied 

came to my nose that ineffable smell up in his old pocket handkerchief, 

of gore, two or three days old, which ^^^ soaked by the rain to an extent 

but too many of ua learned to re- which made them edible, if not im- 

cogaize in our four years' experience proved in flavor. We went out now 

of war, and, taking a match-bos out *» tT to find oir way to Gen. . 

of my pocket, I struck a light. Sure ^^ soon came upon Dr. Smith, who 
enough we were in a field hospital, told us that after parting from us he 
There was the bloody floor, the liad spent the night sitting up with 
bloody clothes and rags that had liis back to a tree. He was an old 
been cat off from the poor fellows campaigner and had done that thing 
■who had been operated on, and even before. He had found out, some- 
a book of anatomy, from which how, the route to our destination, 
some young surgeon had doubtless and we put oat through mud and 
been refreshing himself during the rain. Coming to the Appomattox, 
process of mutilation, and straw which was an insignificant branch 
opon which the wounded had lain when we crossed it on the fatal Sat- 
aod the table and broken chairs, urday afternoon before, we found it 
Ac Well, we were at home, at quite a swollen and angry stream. 
least, and our right there was Bat there was neither bridge nor 
none to dispute, as we thought, ferry, and so with others, who I sup- 
There was a large open fire-place po^e also were looking for Gen. 

in the room, and with the straw and . we went in and waded 

broken fumitare we soon had a through without the formality of 
blazing fire, and lay down before it undressing. The water did not reach 
to warm and dry. We were soon greatly above our knees, and we suf- 
asleep of course, how long I do not fered no inconvenience from our 
know, but I was awakened by the morning bath, 
biggest wasp next falling down up- Qn going about half a mile, I snp- 
on me I ever saw. I suppose the poge, I came upon a group of Con- 
room had been uninhabited, and federates breaking camp and about 
t in- wasps had built in the chimney, to commence the journey, no longer 
We were not long in getting up and march now, home. As good for- 
out ; bat we returned to the combat, tu^e ^onld have it, I knew them 
and managed to destroy our new every one, and in company with 
enemies and to take possession of eygry one but one, I had commenc- 
our old quarters, where we slept ed my military career four years 
soundly until morning. Leaving before lacking four days, 
our house as soon as it was daylight, _, „ _, ,, , 
wemade . breaktaal on soma hard ^^''' ".?"'«'"'• Zf f^"""' 
\^3l. which Dr. FeUd h«i pnrohas- CM- S.m 1 8te,e.a,^ C.pt. Benji^ 
ed of a Yankee soldier the night be- ^. tjapi. tiunuat suivsiu, of I'uuinburf , v^. 
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ininHarri8on,26Capt. John B. Patter- that wept over our defeat oanbear 
8on,^Maj. J. Arthur Johnston,^Maj. testimony to the mnd and to the ex- 
O.H. P. Corprew,29Capt. Hamilton J. ceeding slipperiness of the roads. 
Stone30 and one or two orderlies, one On the night before, under a forced 
especially, a young Kentuckian, who march to freedom, our Yankee es- 
was a nephew of Capt. Stone, had won cort had taken a mischievous pleas- 
the soubriquet of the ''bravest of the ure in hunying us up, and how of- 
brave." His name was Blakemore.3l ten I had fallen down, and how often 

Another one I did not mention in I was ordered to ''get up, Johnnie,'' 
my last address (he was before me with a bayonet inconveniently near 
then) and one man whose merit can my person, I cannot recount, 
be measured by his modesty. He had But this was no time for fooling, 
been a soldier in the Mexican war I said, "Boys, you are not going to 
before he was old enough, but had leave me here?" Mahone then said, 
seen that service and come home, "Did I not tell you not to leave Ma- 
and now left with us all of the 4th hone's division? Now you see what 
Virginia battalion, on the 19th of has come of it." "Yes, General, 
April, 1861, to do battle again for but where is your surgeon. Wood?" 
his country, though under a dijQfer- "Oh, that fellow got shot." I knew 
ent flag. He was a quiet, diffident, that, because I had seen him grie- 
fighting private of the 4th battaUon, vously wounded, and he had asked 
afterward of the 12th Virginia, Ma- me to take charge of his instruments, 
hone's brigade, until he got an ug- or watch, I forget which, but the 
ly wound at Sharpsburg, in the Yankees had given him an ambu- 
breast, of course, when he was lance and driver and two moles, and 
made a quartermaster-sergeant. His I suggested that he would have a 
name32— well, so much the worse for better chance than I to secure their 
you if you do not know him. and his safety, which he did. He 

As we approached the group, all reached home safely, I afterwards 
of whom were mounted and ready heard, near Fincastle, Va., and 
to be off. Gen. Mahone accosted me: lived there many years. 
"Well, where in the h— have you But for myself— I said, "May be 
been?" "The last place I was in so, I could not be much worse off 
was a mud hole," I replied. "You than I am." "Are you paroled?" 
look like it," he said. And I expect he asked. "If you are I will take 
that I did. Those of you who were you home with me." "No," I said, 
left at Appomattox Court-House "I and many others, my two friends 
long enough to encounter the rain here amongst them, and sixty men 

2G. Capt. Benjamin Harrison, of Petereburg, Va. of yOUr old Alabama brifiTade WeiO 

27. Capt. John R. Patterson, of PeterMburg, Va. ,'' ,. . . ,,, e««w, ^v* 

28. Mig. J. Arthur Johnston, of Petersburg, Va. released last ni&rht bv mv influence. 
2a. MaJ. O. H. P. Corprew, of Norfolk, Va. , , , . ^ . . «**i*^«iuv, 

30. Capt. Hamilton J. Stone, of Petersburg, Va. aUQ Ordered tO roport tO Geu. 

31. James H. Blakemore, of New York. i. i_ i i •> n-nr <•'■••. .1 
32 J. E. Spotswood, of Petersburg, Va. tO be parolod. Well, he Sftld, 
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■ "go down and see Qen. — ■■ ; he a blank parole made oat by Gen. 

W is abont a mile down the road, and Mahone, who had requested me to 
tell him to parole you and send yon get bis signature to it, as he wished 
back to me. He says you wUl have to take me away with him, and had 
to have a blank parole," and, turn- loaned me his horse to ride down to 
ing- around, asked if anybody had gee him. He heard me through, 
one. Capt. Patterson produced one and then going to the door of the 
from somewhere, and then I asked tent and pulling aside the blanket 
if I could not get another one for that bung over the door of the en- 
Drs. Feild and Smith, but not an- trance, he said, "Do you see those 
other could be found anywhere, taen shivering in the rain and 
The general then got off his horae, scattered about in bivouac under 
made me mount her, and told me those bushes? That is the remains 

that he would provide some way for of '9 division. The Yankee 

me to accompany him by the time printing press at the Court-House 
I returned, and to hasten to Gen. is broken down, and I cannot tell 

's headquarters 'before he left, when I can get any blank paroles, 

When I reached Gen. 's but until every one of those poor 

headquarters there was no difficulty men is paroled and sent away not 
in finding him, as I think that his one of you will leave here." "That is 
was the only tent I saw. Riding hard upon me, at least, General," I 
np there was at the door of the tent said. "We have all suffered enough 

Capt. , a lawyer of Richmond, and lost enough to give us some 

who, I think, was Gen. 's ord- common fellow-feeling for each oth- 

nance officer, though I am not sure er, and I think we should be glad 
of that. We had been students to- for any one to get out of this trou- 
gether at the University of Virginia, ble. I have a parole filled out by 
Besides, I had met him in the army Gen. Mahone, and only wanting 
OOG&sionally, and we were well ac- your signature to enable me to re- 
qaaioted. He bade me get down, join him and leave for home," "I 
and, giving my bridle to a soldier, shall not do it," he said. I replied, 
took me in the tent and introduced "As you please. General," and turn- 

me to Gen, . My reception ed to leave, knowing that the war 

was decidedly the reverse of cordial, was over, and also his brief author- 
bat I was not prepared for what fol- ity, except that with which the Yan- 
lowed. I told him that, with seve- kees had crowned him by the terms 
lal sorgeons and some sixty or of the surrender, and made up my 
eighty men of an Alabama brigade, mind to go with Gen. Mahone any- 
I had been ordered to report to him way. He called me back and said, 
to be paroled, and that the remain- "Let me see that parole." He took it, 
der of the party would report soon ; read it, and, picking up a pen from his 
that I waa fortunate enough to have table, wrote "■ -, Major General." 
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That parole is in my possession not been released, and to make for 

now. It was enough. Before he Charlotte Conrt-Hoose as the fint 

ooold make np his mind for farther objective point, 
negotiations I was off. But just as Drs. Smith and Feild, after my 

I mounted Gen. Mahone's horse to experience at Gen. *8, dedined 

go back, Gapt. said to me, to report to him, and going back to 

''Claiborne, have you another one the Court-House got permission to 

of those blank paroles ?" I replied, go immediately to Petersburg, rid- 

" , there was not another one ing on the rail when the trains were 

to be found at Gen. Mahone's camp running, and walking when Qie 

when I left. Besides, if there were, roads were torn up or obstructed. 

I have two companions there who I cannot think that the paroles 

would claim them." With tears in amounted to anything. We passed 

his eyes he said, "That is the way a number of Federal troops and do 

of the world ; you have gotten out man ever asked to see a parole, 
of trouble, and now you are willing S6on after getting out of the linee 

to leave an old school-mate and com- at Appomattox Court-House, Capi 

rade perishing of cold and hunger, Stevens opened his heart and sad- 

the streams rising behind him, and die-bags, and gave me the first piece 

no means of relief." Until that of bread I had eaten in four days, 

brave man spoke I never realized That was my day's rations. Bidiog 

what hunger and cold and hopeless- all day, just before sunset, our cav- 

ness could bring one to. I said, alcade — cold, hungry and tired— 

"Don't talk so, . Come, get came to a beautiful country house 

on your horse, let us go to Gen. in a noble grove of oaks, and sor- 
Mahone, and, if there is a parole rounded by every evidence of luxn- 
that can be gotten for love or money, ry and wealth. Flocks of sheep and 
you shall have one." We rode rap- lambs, turkeys, chickens, pigs, roam- 
idly back to Gen. Mahone's camp ed about, just the things to make a 
and searched, but no parole could soldier's mouth water, evincing that 
be found, and slowly and sadly and no ruthless war had visited that 
without salute the captain turned country. A full crib of com stood 
off and rode away. right in our way to the house, and 

Gen. Mahone dismounted one of we thought, "What a haven for a 

his couriers, put him with Corprew, *iired, hungry Confederate soldier! 

his commissary, in a wagon which No doubt we shall find a welcome 

had been allowed him, and mount- ^^^^y »^d all creature comfort for 

ed me on a rough, raw-boned charg- ^*^ *^d beast. ' 
er, and we left Appomattox for, we Glen. Mahone called up Major 

scarcely knew where, but determin- Johnston33 and said, "Johnston, ride 

ed to get to the south of the return- forward and ask the proprietor to 

ing armies and prisoners, who had SS. MaJ. J. Arthur Johnston, of Petentmig. Va. 
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allow as to remain all night. AVe ginia caught from constant contact 
shall want supper for oar party and and association with gentlemen, a 
1 for our horses, and would like character which is now dying out, 
to have two rooms in the mansion, and which never can be reproduced, 
vitb fires; but we are ready to pay, met me and said, "My mistress, 

and in gold, for all we get. Besides, Mrs. , is a widow, sir, receives 

oar presence may atford protection no gentlemen company, and aska 
from stragglers." The major rode that you will excuse her." I told 
off, and soon rode back, evidently him that my business was urgent, 
disappointed and discomforted, and and that times were troublous, and 

reported : "General, Mrs. probably it would be better for his 

owns and lives at this place, and mistress to see me. With an apol- 
Bays we cannot stop here ; that she ogy for not taking me into the front 
doesn't want any soldiers about her way he led me around to the rear 
house or place, and that we must of the house. As I was about to 
move on." The general remarked mount the steps of a long portico in 

in a laconic style: "The devil! the rear, Mrs. appeared at 

Johnston, you have made a mess, I the top of the steps, and making no 
expect. Dr. Claiborne, I wish you acknowledgement of my salute, re- 

woold go to Mrs. and tell her marked, "Do not come up the steps ; 

who we are, and engage what we we will have no soldiers here." I 
wish." "AH right, sir," I said, and apoligjzed for nay intrusion, said 
rode forward full of my mission and that we had no idea of forcing our' 
confident of a graceful reception. I way in, but that Gen. Mahone and 
got off my horse at the yard gate, his staff, some seven in all, wished 
tied him to the rack, which at that to remain all night, that we would 
day was a feature of the landscajte like also to have supper and some 
never omitted from the picture of forage for our horses, and that we 
the planter's home, went into the would pay in gold for all that we 
yard and was met by a dignified and got, besides protecting her prem- 
moBt respectful looking darkey, post ises. "No, no," she said; she "did 
middle age, whom without introduo< not intend to have us stop there." 
tion I recognized at once as the din- I was as tired as a man well could 
ing room servant, butler or garden- be, and really I did not feel like go- 
er, or factotum generally, who illus- ing any farther, and I thought I 
trated and adorned every planter's would try the patriotic and senti- 
bome in those days, and who inva- mental. I said, "So you seriously 
riably met the visitor and showed propose, madam, to deny the rights 
htm to the house. This colored of hospitality, in an old Virginia 
gentleman, with the grace and dig- home, to one of her most famous 
Dity of manner which such servants generals and his staff; men who, for 
of a gentleman's house in old Yir- four long years, have fought your 
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battles and placed themselves a liv- ooold receive a soldier, gave ns snp- 
ing wall between yourself and the per of hot rolls, broiled chicken and 
Northern vandals who have come coffee ! And snch rolls, such chick- 
down upon you to seize your prop- en and such coffee! The savor of 
erty and to slay your people ?" ''I that supper has never died away 
do," was her brief and unmistakable from my senses. 

reply. "I don't know you nor Gen. Mrs. S 's daughter and one or 

Mahone, nor ever heard of either of two other young ladies received ng 
yotf before, and I want you to leave." in the parlor, and Capt. Patterson 
Never heard of either of us before! introduced me as Dr. Claiborne of 
What is fame ? Petersburg, "the glass of fashion 

I returned to the general not on- and the mould of form." As I had 
ly crest-fallen, but I confess, no lit- not washed my face and hands, or 
tie irritated. Johnston was the only combed my head, or made my toilet 
man who seemed to enjoy my dis- for ten days, and was muddy to my 
comfort. Gen. Mahone remarked blinkers, I felt that I was hemg 
that it would serve her right to camp trifled with, but I made my besi 
right there in her lawn, take what obeisance, took a proffered chair, 
we wanted and pay for nothing, but and distinguished myself by gomg 
that it would be a bad example to to sleep immediately in their pree- 
set, especially in such lawless times, ence. They were polite and con- 
and that we must go on, which we siderate enough to ask us to our 
did, to Charlotte Court-House, four room at an early hour. There were 
miles further, the longest four miles two beds in the room, and Gen. 
that I ever rode. On reaching there Mahone and I were bunked togeth- 
our little party broke up into sec- er. But now a very serious ques- 
tions. Gen. Mahone, Capt. Patter- tion arose, which I feared at one 
son, Capt. Stevens, I think, and my- time would give rise to some un- 

self going to Mr. S 's,34 who for- pleasantness. I had not had an op- 

merly lived at Westover, on James portunity of taking off my long cav- 
Eiver, but who had sold his place airy boots for thirteen days, and they, 
during the war and moved up to having in that time been often wet 
Charlotte Court-House, to be out of and dried on my feet, were literally 
reach of the enemy. moulded to them, and positively de^ 
Its location was such that it was clined to come off. Gen. Mahone, 
supposed that not even a Yankee and then my other companions, re- 
could ever find it. Mr. S was fused to sleep with me with boots 

not at home, but was out in the on, to say nothing of the improprie- 

woods dodging capture, as Mrs. ty of occupying one of Mrs. S *8 

S told us, but she received us beds with such foot-gear. A negro 

only as a patriotic Virginia woman man was summoned, the situation 
M. Mr. seidcn. explained to him, and 1|^ guaranteed 
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relief. After drag^ng me around time had been crowded into that 
the room two or tliree times, encour- short week. It was almost impos- 
sged by the cheers of my compan- sibl© to realize the chanfres I had 
ions, who enjoyed the fun more seen in that time, and now the 
than I did, he succeeded in getting vel of looking at Gen, Mahone sit- 
them off, and I slept with Gen. Ma- ting down in peace, playing 
hone for the first and last time in with his children, whom one week 
my life, before I had left at the head of his 

The next morning Mrs. S. sent ns ragged veterans in fierce and hbpe- 
np a box of paper collars, the first I less fight, was more than I could 
bad ever seen, and with one of them take in. 
OD, my face and hands clean, head Sunday I was too sick to get up, 
combed, and some of the mud off but with the kindly ministrations of 
of my clothes, I appeared the next Mrs. Mahone I was on my feet Mon- 
morning in fair comparison with day morning, and after breakfast 
any of my comrades. After break- Blakemore and I, the last of the 
laat, bidding farewell to our kind "Paladins" of our little group who 
boBtesB and her daughters, and seek- had left Appomattox together, re- 
ing the others of our party, who newed our journey. We traveled 
had found homes in different houses together about half a day, when he 
of the village, we renewe^l our jour- turned off to go to his aunt's, Mrs. 

ney. After riding some ten miles J 'e,'''> in Mecklenburg county, 

we separated, Gen. Mahone taking Va., and I took the road for Louis- 
Blakemore, Corprew and myself burg, N. C, where my wife and 
with him to his home at Clarksville, children had been refugeeing. I 
and Patterson, Stevens, Ben. Har- had no companion for the balance of 
tisoo, Johnston and Spotswood that day, reached Ridgeway about 
taming their horses' heads towards night, and found hospitable qnar- 
Petersburg. ters with an old friend and college 

We reached Clarksville that night mate. Dr. J .« 

after a forced march, and after a The next morning I met our adju- 
hot supper, which Mrs. Mahone pre- tant,J.R.Tumer,37aittingby the side 
pared for us after our arrival, I went of the railroad, recalling to my mind 
to bed more dead than alive. I had some lines of Patience on a monu- 
nndergone not only all the fatigue ment. I then made for Louisburg, 
of the retreat, but my Rosinaute about twenty-five miles, saw and 
was the roughest riding animal I overtook many of Lee's soldiers 
©Tar backed, and riding him rapidly trudging their way on foot to differ- 
two long days had used me up. ent portions of the state, and saw 
This was on Saturday night sue- several splendid teams belonging 
oeeding the surrender. 
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to the quartermaster department of that heaven ever gave ; and now, 
the government, which had been alone, ragged, unaccompanied by 
out foraging, but whose drivers one single comrade, unheralded, 
seemed to be at sea as to where to without country, without home, 
go or what to do. One man, who without faith and without bread, I 
told me that he lived in one of the was before them, even a strange to 
far Southern states, and who had my children. I leave the picture- 
been out with a fine team and wag- let some other finish. But the 
on, t)f four mules, begged me to take bitterest experience of all fell to 
them, saying that he was certainly my lot when a selfish, crabbed old 
going to leave them on the road man, who had done nothing for 
that day or the next, and make his the cause and continually prated at 
way home afoot as well as he could, home his lugubrious prophecies, met 

Of course I had no more use for me with the stinging welcome, "I 

the team than he had, and no more told you so. How do you feel nowl" 

right to it, and I declined. About I never could look at that man, or 

midnight I came to a camp which hear of him, or think of him again, 

some cavalry had occupied the night with christian forbearance, and it 

before. Amongst other odds and was a load taken from my life when 

ends they had hurriedly left was a I knew that a few years later he had 

bolt of fine imjwrted jeans, which I -psLid the -penalty of nature, and that 

picked up and tied behind my sad- he and I did not live in the same 

die. From it was fabricated the world together, 

only change of underclothing I had. An d now, Comrades, one word 

I reached Louisburg about six more: H those men whom you left 
o'clock the evening of that day, rode behind you at Seven Pines, at Cold 
up to the house, where two years Harbor, at Malvern Hill, at Second 
before I sent my wife and children, Manassas, at Crampton's Gap, at 
and soon had my loved ones in my Sharx>sburg, at Gettysburg, at Chan- 
arms. Four years before, almost to cellorsville, at Sjwtsylvania Court- 
the day, at my home in Petersburg, House, at the Wilderness, at Hatch- 
I had taken them in my arms, and er's Eun, in the gorged mouth of the 
giving a last kiss and ''Grod bless you" Crater; if those men fell for noth- 
I had gone out with my comrades ing; if no God sits in the heavens to 
and compatriots to the war, with judge their cause, if there be no re- 
brilliant uniforms and flying banner, ward for them, who, seeing duty did 
with heart full of hoi)e, if full of sor- it, laying down life as a common 
row, with no fear of defeat and no thing in defence of kindred and 
reckoning but that we should save home; then we have no future— let 
to them, if not to ourselves, our fair us patch up a treaty with the horrid 
Southern land, a heritage the best past, let us eat of the grovelling 
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Bwine's food fed to rebels, let us spit the laws were silent, and Mr. Greeley 
upon the dust of our dishonored declared that the constitution was 
dead, and let us teach our children "a league with hell and a covenant 
to despise their fathers as a robber with the devil.'' CJongress ordain- 
band. Jb there one in aU this an- ^ that the safety of the nation de- 
dienoe who can believe and teach manded such construction, and the 
that creed! NO! NO! I see be- sword established the new policy of 
fore me women who sent out their central power. We yielded— not 
husbands that came back no more convinced, but conquered— and only 
when the soldiers returned from the ^^^ such a contest that the world 
war. I see before me mothers, fa- looked on and wondered how six mU- 
thers, who sent out their sons to do ^^^^ ^^ people could keep at bay for 
battle for the right yonder where ^^^ ^^^ y^^^s forty millions, with 
the battle was raging so fiercely, ^^^^y government upon earth at 
and they came back no more. Think t^^cir back. We accepted the terms 
you there is any attaint of treason ^^ the new government, not the old; 
on those honored names, which you ^^ g^^® ^^ fealty, and we shall 
hand down as a heritage to them who ^^P ^t to the new, as we kept it to 
are to come after yout Sits there a the old, and we notify aU peoples 
skulking figure of shame upon yon- ^^^ nations that the stars and stripes 
der green mound in the old church- ^^ ^^™ ^^^y ^^^ hQ,ndB off. The 
yard, where loving hands spread ^^^ ^^^ carried the stars and bars 
flowers year by year on the natal showed their allegiance to their col- 
day of your soldiers' immortality! ^^5 they will show their allegiance 
No, Ck)mrade8, cherish and honor ^<>w> ^^^^ the stars and stripes are 
and keep and defend their memo- unfurled, and they will foUow their 
ries! Away with the apologetic banner where any man will dare to 
whine for the i)art we took in the lead. 

war between the states, and the But let us hear no more of treason 
maudlin confession that we fought ^^ ^^ traitors! There are no rebel 
for what we thought was right! We ^^^^ ^^ yonder silent city of 
fought for that we knew was right. Blandfoi-d, watched over by the Con- 
The issue of battle never yet estab- ^derate sentinel, which the true 
ed a principle, it can only determine ^^^ living hands of our women have 
^poliey. We contended for the prin- set up as a memorial of their undy- 
dple of state sovereignty, as written i^g l^^c of the '^Lost Cause." 

in the constitution of our^ fathers, 

for the rights of the state and for ADDENDA, 

the liberty of the citizen. Mr. Sew- When Gen. Lee entered Peters- 
ard tinkled his little bell at Wash- burg on the 17th of June, 1864, con- 
ington and notified the world that fronting G^n. Grant, whose army 
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had reached our entrenchments on ill or desx>erately wounded, an 
the east of the city the day before, moving these poor fellows a 
there were six hospitals within the streets where the screaming of a 
corx>oration limits, of the average the hurtling of shot and fragmen 
capacity of about 400 beds, all of shell, and the crashing of br< 
which were filled to overflowing with timbers, all created a i>andemoi 
sick and wounded soldiers. As soon calculated to demoralize the str 
as the Federal leaders became aware est hearts, even of the strong 
of Gen. Lee's presence before them, well, the execution of the ord< 
and of the fiasco which they had removal was much delayed and 
committed the day before, in not structed — so much so that on 
moving on our then comparatively second or third day of the si^eg 
defenceless works, they opened their complaint was made to Gren. 
batteries on it in spite, without no- that a great many of the sick 
tice or warning — ^not only on our wounded were still under fire, 
hospitals, every one of which was of the complaints, which I forwa 
more or less in range — ^but ujwn the myself, as in duty bound, was ] 
city, filled with helpless women and a French surgeon in the Federal 
more helpless children and invalids, vice, who, with some half dozen 
As chief of hospitals I received er Federal surgeons, prisoner 
an order from Gen. Lee to at once war, I had placed at the hospit 
remove the sick and wounded from Central Park (then Poplar La 
under fire. I issued immediately with several hundred of Federal 
the necessary orders and instructions ^^^ wounded, and whom I had ] 
to the surgeons in charge of the va- ^ under the care of their own 
rious hospitals, and applied for geons on condition of aUowin| 
transportation to other points— Eich- latter all the privileges possibh 
mond, FarmviUe, Bnrkeville, etc., to der the situation. This Federal 
be gotten ready as soon as possible, geou characterized the keepin 
I also made requisition for every wounded men under fire as ^^b« 
hospital tent that could be gotten, rous and unknown in civiHzed 
and had them rigged in the groves fare' '—rather a grim joke, wh 
adjacent to the city, beyond range called his attention to the fiact 
of the enemy's guns, and undertook ^^ own people were shelling 
to supervise the removal. Confront- hospitals as well as a city full oi 
ed with the difficulties of procuring ^^^ and children, to whom they 
sufficient transportation, not only to given no notice to escape and n< 
the depots, but upon the trains or- portunity of escaping, 
dered to be in waiting, as weU as However, I assured him tl 
with the difficulties of moving hun- was no fonder of shells than he 
dreds and hundreds of men fearfully and disliked just as much to be 
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at, and that wheu I could tiud an 
opportunity of leaving I would take 
him with me. In reply to the eom- 
plaintfl I Boon received a message 
from Gen. Lee that, after no battle 
lie had ever fought, were there so 
many men who could not be moved, 
md where there was so much difficul- 
ty of removal, and that he hoped it 
would t>e unnecessary to repeat hie 
order. I replied that, after a battle, 
the wounded, stricken down in 
health and strength, would hear 
transportation much more easily 
than those who had been confined 
with festering wounds, and with 
pyiemiain hospitals for mouths, hun- 
dreds of them, and that there waa 
more danger of their dying ou the 
stretchers and in ambulances than 
from the shot and shell of the ene- 
my, an opinion which was verified 
by subsequent facts. But I asked 
that he would send his own inspec- 
tors to supervise or take charge of 
the work, lie sent M^or Breckin- 
ridge, of Kentucky, and Major 
Winfield, of Virginia, both belong- 
ing to his staff, aud I showed them 
the situation and asked to be reliev- 
ed. They were two clever and gal- 
lant gentlemen, but a few hoiu-s of 
inspection, especially one hour at 
the Southside, now the Norfolk and 
Western depot — oue of the most ex- 
posed and dangerous places during 
the whole siege, and one to which the 
cars Boon ceased to run — convinctKi 
them that no great improvement 
oonld be made in my service, and 
with a complimentary report, em- 



bracing the recommendation that the 
whole management l)e left to my dis- 
cretion, they retired. The"compli- 
ment, not to myself, but to my as- 
sistants — ray surgeons, my hospital 
stewards, nurses and attaches, male 
and female, who had displayed con- 
spicuous corn-age and patience, and 
who deserved all that could be said 
in their praise — was timely and 
proper, Not oue of them, and not 
a soldier, sick or wounded, was 
struck during the removal, though 
several of the latter did die on the 
stretchers or in ambulances, as I 
predicted. Finding it utterly im- 
possible to remove all the sick and 
wounded, and moreover, believing 
it judicious to keep open certain 
hospital service for the many daily 
and badly wounded on the lines 
around the city, I did not close the 
Confederate Hospital at the corner 
of Washington and Jones streets, nor 
the Fair Grounds Hospital, situated 
at what is now known as West End 
Park, These hospitals were but lit- 
tle exposed to fire, or the enemy 
learned their locality, and, knowing 
that some of their own wounded 
prisoaersmostof necessity have been 
registered at them, directed their 
guns 80 as to spare them. 

It is astonishing that of the thou- 
sands of patients received in those 
hospitals during the siege, not one 
was struck, either in transitn or in 
hospitiil, though the shelling at 
times seemed to till the air and the 
earth with the missiles of death; nor 
was any hospital attache, servant, 
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or guard struck, with some half express my surprise and horror when 

dozen exceptions, and these latter the poor fellow was brought back in 
were not wounded whilst at their a very short time, with the greater 
Intimate service, except one poor part of his face and head torn away 
fellow whose death was so tragic by a shell, my unfortunate predic- 
that it deserves especial record. I tion having been literally fulMed. 
often found it necessary to ask for I can recall the death of but few 
extra guards when there was any men, as many as I saw slain, whidi 
unusual moving or receipt of stores; are as indelibly fixed in my memo- 
and soldiers, who had become cut ry; and of all the medical officers 
off from their commands for any who served in and about the tents 
reason, were frequently ordered to in the general hospital dex>artmeDt 
me for extra duty, until the locality during the eleven months' siege, 1 
of their r^ments could be learned was the only one struck — only slight- 
and transportation furnished them, ly wounded fortunately — ^but just 
On one occasion during the siege badly enough to give me a brief re- 
two Georgia soldiers who had reach- spite from business, and to get the 
ed here after a sick furlough, on thanks of the department for * 'stead- 
their route back to the army, were iness, courage under fire and devo- 
detained for some purpose and or- tion to duty," a compliment which 
dered to report to me. Just as they was not deserved, for I only went 
rei)orted I had occasion to have some under fire when it could not j^oeai- 
stores sent for, which were in the bly be avoided, and always retired 
Southside depot, a point of unpleas- as soon as a ' 'patriotic sense of duty 
antness to which I have before re- permitted.'' Some of my ambu- 
ferred, and I directed these two lance men used to say that the Yan- 
men, with some others, to guard kees always knew where my quar- 
their removal. One of them asked ters were, and those of Capt. Beade, 
that he might get some tobacco, ra- a commissary. It was certain they 
tions of which were being issued at shelled me out twice. On the last 
the commissary department adjoin- occasion my quarters were at the 
ing my quarters, that were at that house on the corner of Hinton and 
time in the brick office of the Canal Folly streets, now occupied by Mr. 
company, near the basin. I said to Henry C. Mann. It was in Septem- 
him, ''Hurry up — ^you will in all ber, 1864, I think about the 30th, 
probability have no mouth in which and the shelling had been very hot 
to put tobacco in less than ten min- all day, and was continued into the 
utes," referring to the particularly night. Every one had left the qnar- 
dangerous locality to which he was ters but Eomulus, my servant afore- 
ordered. I spoke lightly of it, and mentioned, and myself, and about 
thought of it no more, and I cannot 10 o'clock p.m. I lay down on a lounge 
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or camp bed, aiid, resting on my el- 
bow, was watching the shelle as they 
flew by — tbo8e with lit fuses, and 
listening to their bird-like notes 
(birds of ill omen), when the segues 
and the sounds l>egan to be rather 
demoralizing and inimical to sleep. 
I remarked to Eoinnlus, "We will 
ran Providence one more night;after 
this we will change our base again," 
when immediately a couple of plan- 
ets of fij-st magnitude seemed to have 
come together right in my face and 
to break into a million of stars of 
lesser magnitude. I felt myself 
whirling over in the midst of laths, 
planter, glass, broken timber, and 
the dust of dcbrix indescribable. 
Then followed Cimmerian darkness, 
and I became conscious of a sting- 
ing pain in my left shoulder and left 
foot, and an ominous trickling down 
my back, and of a general sensation 
of being used up. My fii-st sensible 
thought was: I am not killed — it 
harts too badly. As soon as I could 
get the dirt out of my mouth I call- 
ed Romulus, to know if he was hurt, 
"Not tetched, sir," hesaid. "Well, 
"I am," I replied. "Come and help 
me to get into the basemeut and un- 
der the lee of the wall," "Better 
lay still, marster," he said. "Shell 
never come in same hole twice." 
"Never mind." I said, "You come 
and drag me down stairs out of the 
dirt." Ho soon got me in safer 
quarters in the basement, and, strik- 
ing a light and seeing blood on my 
[ shirt, be became demoralized him- 
^^ae^^^^^^ted to go for a surgeon. 



I told him that I was but little hnrt, 
and that if he attempted to go 
through that fire to a surgeon he 
would probably be killed, or tbe sur- 
geon woidd be killed before getting 
to me. He then dragged a mattress 
down into the room, and, getting me 
on it, in a few minutes I wa« asleep, 
The next morning I found my 
wounds were trifling, and I simply 
reported myself unable to do duty, 
and asked for some officer to be as- 
signed to my place temporarily, I 
was only absent from duty some 
week or two — but I changed my 
quarters! 

To Dr. John Herbert Claiborne's 
address and the foregoing addendum 
thereto it is deemed proper to append 
the following, which in December, 
1882, I wrote in the interleaved copy 
of Carlton McCarthy's "Detailed 
Minutia) of Soldier Life in the Army 
of Northern Virginia," referred to 
on page 21: 

"J was not at the surrender of Gen. 
liCe's army, but was near enough on 
the north side of the James to hear 
the artillery daring the fighting in 
the early part of the day (Sunday, 
April 9th, 1SIJ5), say, between 9 and 
10 o'clock in the morning, and what 
seemed to be a saiute about 3 or 4 
o'clock in the afternoon. In com- 
pany with Itob Hackiey (then an en- 
gineer in the Confederate States navy 
— now, 1882, an engineer on a steam- 
ship plying on the Pacific Ocean) 
and Charley Scott (then tinder ouli- 
itary age, but connected witli the ar- 
tillery service as a clerk or courier 
of his near relative, Maj. Wm. 0. 
Scott., qnartcruiaster on the staff of 
Gen. R. Lindsey Walker — now a Bap- 
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tist preacher), all of US on horseback, day. I had to ^^foot it "43 miles of the 
I was on the public road leading from journey. ' 

Charlottesville through Nelson coun- "By the next day, however, tJic 
ty to Amherst Court-House, on our bad news began to break in upon us. 
way to Lynchburg, where we expect- Here is the entry in my journal: 
ed to join our respective commands tc <Eockwood, Wednesday, ) 

then with Gen. Lee's army, which April 5th 1865. J 

we knew to be retreating through the k 'News of to-day perfectly awful! 
southside counties in that direction, There has been terrible fighting 
but from which we had heard nothing around Petersburg the past week, in 
but rumors since the break-up at which our army was whipped and 
Eichmond and Petersburg. which has resulted certainly in tiie 

"Onthe24thofMarch, 1865, Ihad evacuation of Bichmond, which the 
left my command on a ten days' fur- enemy entered on Monday morning, 
lough, commencing on that day. It is said that Gen. Lee is retreating 
They were then occupying the breast- with the remnant of his army towards 
works between the James and the Danville, expecting at last aooomitB 
Appomattox, where we had been du- to be joined by Johnson.* It appean 
ring the preceding three weeks rest- that Sherman succeeded in getting to 
ing in considerable quiet, although Grant's army before Johnson did to 
in close proximity to the enemy, but Lee's, if the latter did get to Lee 
little dreaming that the end was so to participate at all in the recent 
near at hand. fight. We have a rumor, which God 

' 'Arriving at my father's in Or- &^^^ ^^J Prove true, that Lee has 
ange county, I enjoyed to the fullest whipped Grant in a heavy battle 
extent the respite allowed by the fur- bought since Bichmond was evacna- 
lough, for which I had been waiting ^' Such a battle would enable our 
for several months. Government to make some sort of 

''On Tuesday, April 4th, in bliss- P^^ ^^^ f ^ ^^T^ vY'^T T 

ful ignorance of the momentc^us events ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^ crushing blow to the 

which had been transpiring about ^^^"^^ ^^ ^^»^ ^^f ^^*^ ^?^«T 

Bichmond and Petersburg witiiin the »^ ^^^^;^^ f^J dislike to acknowl- 

preceding four or five days, I made ®^^,t^/^^ * !?>' a ^^ * 

the following entry in my diary : J' ^ ^^^^ ^f^^'^J^I »^«f^*« 

^=> '^ '^ '^ the army until next Friday, in order 

" 'Bockwood,* Orange Co., Va., | that I may have company (Bob Hack- 

April 4, '65. j ley and Charley Scott) and may make 

" 'On furlough which expires next arrangements to go on horseback.' 
Tuesday night. Intended starting "On Friday morning, April 7th, 
for the army to-morrow, but deferred 1865, I rode over to Mr. Wickliffe 
it until the next day in consequence Scott's and there joined Bob Hackley 
of the rumored evacuation of Bich- and Charley Scott. Taking leave of 
mond. Have si)ent a very pleasant our friends we started for Charlottes- 
furlough thus far. I reached here ville, as the first objective XK)int on 
Simday afternoon, March 26th, hav- our route to join Gen. Lee's army, 
ing left Petersburg Friday about mid- Our first day's journey was unevent- 
ful. Towards the latter part of the 

♦This was the name of the place of resi- afternoon we reached Charlottefiville, 

dence of my father, the late D, M. Bernard, . ! 

of Orange county, Va. •Gen. Joseph E. Johnston. 
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Uid Bpent the nigbt at the house of 

py connection, Mr. . Next 

Bioming we made an early start, tak- 

fag the public road to Nelson Coiirt- 

^use. Saturday we apent in a body 

bf pin€8 near the roadside, with oiir 

ttorses picketed near us. We were 

ilot without fear that, if we stopped 

it a privat« house, leaAnng our horses 

VI the stable, some one might steal 

lem during the Dight. There were 

le many deserters from our army 

(wling arouud the coontiy and to 

a horse into service in those 

ijointed times was not r^arded as 

very serious offence. 

Having spent Saturday uight iu 
le woods, we pushed ahead bright 
id early neJit morniug, and stopped 
)|br breakfast at the first place on the 
taad at which we could get it. When 
Mre left home, each of us was provi- 
ded with several days' rations, which 
ijlre (letermiued to save as long an we 
ttmild otherwise sustaiu ourselves, 
(ilmong these rations was a lot of 
^fesBcait which we carried in a meal- 
|lwg tied in the middle and slung over 
iibe saddle of one of our horses like 
Ml pail of saddle-bags. Whilst we 
ttmre in the house on the way -side eat- 
'ftag oar breakfast this Sunday mom- 
Inc, the bag of biscuit slipped from 

t position on the back of one of our 
886 and fell to the ground. When 
!iWe came out from breakfast, much to 
mtr annoyance we discovered a hound 
llrith his month at the bag doing bis 
^eet to eat the biscoit, and he had 
Kiroken several of them with his 
tfme/tb in his effort to chew them 
lugh the bag. What should we 
with these dog-cheired biscuit ! 
loald we throw them away, or 
themt I voted to keep them, 
we kuew not to what straits we 
it come. 80 we concluded to 
them. Oftentimte afterwai-ds 
oar trip the question was asked. 



'Shall we eat some of those "dog- 
bisenitt'" as we called them. Be- 
fore we got home we did eat some of 
them. 

"As I have before mentioned, on 
our route this Suuday morning we 
heard cannouadiug several miles 
ahead of us on the south side of the 
James, which ceased atter a little 
while, 

"After passing Nelson Court- 
House, stopping for a little while on 
the roadside, I foiuid time to writ© 
the following in my diary: 

" 'On the road from Nelson 
C. H. to Amherst C. H., 
Sunday afternoon, April 
9th, 1865. 

" 'Our little party, Charley Scott, 
liob Hackley and myself, left Mr. 
Wick Scott's, where we got together 
about 8 o'clock Friday mor nin g. 

and Mr. Scott rode with us as 

far as Gordousville. 1 never felt so 
sad when leaving home. At .Gop- 
donsville we heard that the column 
of the enemy which reached Staun- 
ton the evening before had returned 
down the Valley, but could gather 
nothing very definite as to those re- 
ported to be at Goochland C. H. 
and Dover Mills,' 

"As we jogged along, when within 
four or five miles of Amherst Conrt- 
Honse, the sound of artillery across 
the filer reached oiu' ears, but 
there was an ominous regularity iu 
the liring of the guns, indicating 
that it was only the work of one 
<K)mbatant and that our enemy. It 
was their habit to tire MoJutf^ when- 
ever they had achieved any conside- 
rable success. Having. often heard 
their salutes when on the lines 
around Pcteinburg, I told my com- 
panions that I was satislied it was a 
mMr, and not the reports of artille- 
ry engaged in action that we then 
heard. 
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'^Pushing on, we reached the vil- cent not that of a Southerner, and 
lage of Amherst Court-House, where so strange that it arrested my atten- 
we found a large number of paroled tion, he replied: 'Gkx)d news ! Old 
Confederate soldiers, and also a num- Marse Bob went into Lynchburg to- 
ber of artillerymen, both men and day about 12 o'clock with his army.' 
officers, and rumors that Gen. Lee This was indeed good news. But 
had on that day at some place on curious to know who the man was 
the south side of the James, surrenr- from whom we got the information, 
dered. There was also a rumor I asked him what command he be- 
that there had been no surrender, longed to. His reply was that he 
but that Gren. Lee had ordered his did not belong to any command, but 
artillerymen to bury their guns and was working for the goyemment at 
meet .him in Lincolnton, N. C, at Lynchburg. This satisfied me, sup- 
which place the army would be re- posing that he was probably a de- 
organized, serter from the Federal army there 

<'I remember hearing one of the employed in the Confederate ser- 
artillerymen ridicule tJ^e idea that vi^« 

there had been any surrender, pro- <<Going a hundred or so yards fur- 
nouncing it a fabrication gotten up ther, and after leaving the man who 
by some lying cavalrymen, who, he gave us this agreeable news, we en- 
said, had even gone so far as to say countered two or three artillerymen 
that they had seen the Confederate who came into the road from the bush- 
soldiers delivering up their guns to es, and, walking up to us as we rode 
the Yankee army. along, stopped for the purpose of 

''Having gathered up what infor- speaking to us, when one of their 
mation we could, but learning noth- number, si)eaking to us, said: 'Are 
ing authentic, we rode on through you armed!' I was the only one of 
the village, intending, if possible, our party that was armed. So look- 
to make Lynchburg that night, ing the fellow who asked the ques- 
where we intended to meet the ar- tion in the face, I replied, 'Yes.' I 
my and our commands. From the thought it not unlikely that the pm*- 
rumors we heard, we did not believe pose of the party who were stopping 
that there had been a surrender of us was, if they found us unarmed, to 
the army, but only that there had take forcible possession of our horses, 
been some considerable disaster. We Being informed that we were armed, 
rather agreed with the artillerymen the spokesman said: 'Did you see 
that the cavalrymen who reported a provost guard at the little village 
the surrender to have taken place you have just passed through!' We 
had been drawing upon their imagi- replied that we did not. 'Did you 
nation. meet a short distance down the road 

"When just beyond the outskirts a tall, large man on foot!' We told 
of the village, on our way to Lynch- him that we did, and described the 
burg, we met a very tall, stoutly man we met above mentioned, 
built, man on the road on foot com- 'Then,' said the artilleryman, 'we 

ing from the direction of Lynch- believe that fellow is a d d Yan- 

burg. Thinking he could give us kee spy. He lied to us, and, if you 
some information — which we were are armed, we will capture him.' 
seeking from every one we met — we Thereupon we wheeled our horses 
asked him the news. With an ac- and rode rapidly back in search of 
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the supposed spy, but could neither 
Beo aor hear aaj-thingof him. 

"Wheu we got bat^k to the village 
the sun had set, aud we concluded 
that it was best to stop for the night 
and go on to Lynchburg the next 
morning. 

"In the village we fell in with 
Capt. Thos. WhitfiheadSS (who af- 
terwards represented that district 
in Congress), who wanted us to go to 
his house and go along up to Lynch- 
burg next morning with him. We 
acxiepted his invitation, but told him 
we preferred t4> sleep in his stable, 
8o as to be near our horses in case 
of any attempt to steal them. 

"So we slept in the stable that 
night, aud a gloomy night it was. 
Among my dreams was one that Dr. 
Jamea W. Claiborne, the surgeon of 
our regimeut, had come where we 
then were and told me that every 
man in the regiment except himself, 
not killed, wounded or captured, 
had gone home, and that the army 
was East falling to pieces, and that 
he felt that it was time for him to 
leave. Having then, as I still have, 
great confidence In Dr. Jim Clai- 
borne, I was very much impressed 
by this dream, and I awoke next 
morning with very serious foretrod- 
ings. 

"At an early hour we saddled our 
boraes and called to the little negro 
boy in Capt. Whitehead's yard, and 
told him to tell his master that we 
were ready to start to Lynchburg. 
The boy returned with a message 
from Capt. W. that we must tie our 
horses to the rack and come into the 
house, which we did. 

"Soon after we got into the parlor 
Capt. WTiitehead came in, and, bid- 
ding us good morning, said: 'Boys, 
I have the worst news to toll you. 



Col. Holliday39 came here this morn- 
ing from LjTichburg, and brings re- 
liable information that Gen. Lee's 
array was surrendered yesterday.^ 
This was indeed crushing news. 
Whether Gen. Lee himself had sur- 
rendered was not known by Col. 
Holtiday. 

"Without waiting for breakfast at 
Capt. Whitehead's our little party, 
Bob Hackley, Charley Scott and my- 
self, determined to push ahead. So, 
mounting our horses we bade adieu 
to Amherst Court-House aud were 
soon jogging along in very gloomy 
spirits, until night came on, when 
we baited, and I found an opportu- 
nity to make the following entry in 
my journal; 

" 'At Mr. Edwai'd Carter's, 
Amherst Co., 7 miles of 
Rope Ferry, Monday, April 
10, 1865. 
"'Was interrupted last evening 
by the rain, and have not now the 
heart to enter iuto the details I in- 
tended recording, fien. Lee's once 
splendid army, the Army of North- 
ern Virginia, now no longer exists. 
What remains of it, after many 
disasters, was yesterday surrendered 
near Appomattox depot, on the 
8. Side R. R. To-day we have 
seen hundreds of the army, melan- 
choly and sad, wending theii- way in 
various directions, many of them 
nominally going to join Johnson's 
army, but most of them probably to 
their homes. Bob Hackley, Charley 
Scott aud myself are determined 
to get to that army if possible, but 
the chances are very much against 
us, as our route will be a very long 
one, through Buchanan, Salem, 
and down into Western N. C. I 
very much fear Johnson's army will 
share the tate of poor Gen. Lee's. 



I 
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We have not heard as yet whether distant), and eet it for me. But the 
Gen. Lee himself was included in fellow seemed to have less faith in 
the surrender. this money than I had, and refused 

'* 'We slept last night in a stable the offer. I was too much broken 
at Amherst C. H. We lodge simi- down at the time to go back myself, 
larly to-night. I have never spent So I left the pistol to its fate, 
such a melancholy day as to-day. "Another incident may be here 
I can yet scarcely realize the situa- mentioned: During the night Bob 
tion. The dreary rain of to-day has Hackley aided the young men at 
been in keeping with my spirits.' ^Ir. Thompson's in bujying, I think 

«<Tv»£. i««^^««fo ^^ ¥\.^ r.^^^ ^oxr «^^ uudcr a stable or gramary, a lot of 
r^3j^ ^ 1 next day are ^ ^^ r^^^ idea was that it would 
recorded m my journal as follows: ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^^^ ^^^i^^^ ^^^ ^ ^jl. 

" 'At Mr. Thompson's, on i^g into the hands of Federal sol- 
James Eiver Canal, 10 miles diers, who were expected soon to 
of Buchanan, Tuesday even- make their appearance in the neigh- 
ing, April 11, '65. borhood. Midnight was the time 
'''Slept very little last night in selected for hiding it, under the idea 
Mr. Carter's stable-loft. After eat- that the negroes on the place would 
ing a warm breakfast this morning, not know where it was, and so could 
for which we settled, not in Confed- not, as it was expected they would, 
erate money, but in writing paper if they knew, inform the Federal 
and coffee, we started about nine soldiers who might come alpng.** 
o'clock, went first to the Furnace on Here ends what I wrote in the 
James Eiver, and then came up the book referred to, leaving the account 
'tow path' to this point, having ^, ^^^ experiences of our Uttle party 
stopped at Mr. Echols' at the Aorth , . ./^ i.j i j ^ - ^ 
Eiver Junction, where Mr. Echols during those eventful days unfinish- 

had our horses fed. On the road ed. They can be briefly told: 
this evening we heard that Johnson On Wednesday morning, April 
had retreated from Danville, and 12th, we pursued our journey up 
that a major is trying to get togeth- ^he tow-path to Buchanan, arriv- 
er a party of guerrillas to join Gen. ^^ ^^ ^^^^^ j^^^ ^^ ,^^^^ j^ ^^ 
Lee in S. Carolina. We will go , n • x- »_i l 

on to Buchanan to-morrow morning useless as well as impracticable to 
and will there determine our future proceed further, and accordingly 
direction. If affairs look as hope- concluded that it was wisest to 
less as represented, we may, as make our way down the Valley to 
much as we disUke the alternative. Orange county, and there to await 
abandon the efforts get to the army developments. It will be best to 
or rather to what remains of it. I , , ., ^ , . , . .. ... 

lost my pistol to-day, a serious loss.' ^et the entries made in my diary tell 

"It may be mentioned here that, *^« story. They are as follows : 

after discovering my loss above men- ' O^ road from Lexington 

tioned, I offered a negro whom I ^Waynesboro, 16 miles of 

saw at Mr. Thompson's a large sum Waynesboro, Friday, April 

in Confederate money — the only I6> 1865. 

money I had— to go down the tow- " ♦xhis date is by mistake written Friday 
path to the blacksmith shop, where ^pril leth, Friday, April Uth, being in- 
I left the pistol (some two miles tended. 




"On onr way back to Orangfe. Gap, 6 miles distant. As we»aacen- I 
Arriving at Buchanan on Wednea- ded the mountain the wind blew a 
nesday morning we conchided, in perfect gale, driving the rain with 
view of the very great danger of Bome hail right into our faces. Get- 
capture at this time and the difficut- ting over the gap we missed our 
ty of getting along on horseback, to way, and after traveling about i 
make our way back to Orange and miles found ourselves on the Scotta- 
endeavor to make our waj; to John- ville road. Just at this point Char- 
son's army from that point, going ley Scott'fi horse broke down, and 

on foot in another direction, that was left with a Mr. , living on 

is, if upon getting to Orange we the roail. Clianging our direction 
learn that there is still hope in pros- near this point we went on to Hills- 
ecutin^ the war. Almost a!l the boro, and thence to within 3 miles 
Virginia soldiers appear to have of Whitehall, and stopped with an 
gone to their homes, or to other old gentleman named — — , who, 
points of safety, there to be ready with his wife, was very kind to us 
to fight more if need be, but with and made us feel very much at 
the intention of watching for the home. I had almost forgotten to 
preeent the course of events. Very mention that some old ladies near 

few are so much whipped as to fa- Mr. 's, whom we asked for some 

vor the abandoning of the cause, bread and milk, very kindly set a 
The Southern soldiers from Lee's table for us and gave us a regular 
army appear to have the same in- dinner. They seemed to be in such 
tentions, and no doubt most of them humble circumstances that I gave 
will go to their homes, if possible, them half the meat I bad, which it 
before joining Johnson. was with difficulty we could induce 

"Wednesday night we stopped at them to accept, and they seemed 
Mr, John Lackey's (of Company rather hurt at anything being offer- 
H, lith Virginia Cavalry), 9 miles ed them. Yesterday Between Ear- 
from Lexington, and were very hos- lysville and Fray's mill an old gen- 

pitably treated by him. Reaching tleman named , whom we a^ed 

Lexington about 11 o'clock the the privilege of grazing our horses 
next morning we called to see - — in his lot, insisted on our going in 

, and accepted his o£fer to pre- the house and partaking of such 

pare ns a snack, which we enjoyed dinner as he had, which invitation 
very much. Lost night we went off we accepted, and we found the old 
tbe road a little way, and went to gentleman's dinner a very nice one, 

the house of a Mr. S .whoprov- After dinner we started first for 

ed to be a blood relation of miue. Fray's mill, 3 miles distant, at which 

and who entertained us very well, point wo determined to go on to 

Thus far we have met with excellent Barboursville, 12 miles further on, 

fortune. My spirits are better now and if possible make Rockwood 

than two days ago." that night, thinking it could not be 

"At Mr. Jas. B. Newman's, more than 4 miles beyond Barboura- 

Orange County, Monday ville, but it was so late when we 

morning, April 17th, 1865. reached this place, and we appre- 

"Stopped Friday night with Mr. hended such difficulty in finding 

S , two miles south of Waynes- our way across the mountain that 

boro. Left Mr, 8 's nest morn- we concluded to accept Mr. New- 

ing in a rain, which continued until man's kind invitation to spend the 
we reached the summit of Kockfieh night and to complete our trip this 
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morning. Before concluding this Eichmond and get my parole, 

entry I must mention that at various Beached Bichmond last Monday, 

houses on the road we were given May 15th, was paroled May 16th, 

bread and milk and other delicacies, and came over here the followiii^ 

We have been surprised at our good day, and to-day took the amnesty 

fortune, traveling as we have been, oath, a bitter pill indeed. I find 

on the charity of the good people nothing to do whatever in my pro- 

by whose houses we passed, our fession and am taking steps to get 

Confederate money of course being employment as a teacher." 
worth nothing Our return trip has j gj^^^j mention that on Thnrs- 

been quite pleasant, and we are , * -i ^oi.i_ 

now rejoiced at being so near our ^^y* ^P^ ^^^^^ ^ ^^ ^®r® ^oing 

destination." down the Valley, we met a train of 

"Bockwood, Tuesday, April several wagons wending its way up 
19th, 1865. the Valley in the charge of a quar- 

"Beached here yesterday mora- ^.^^^^^^ ^^ ^^j^^^ Confederate offi- 
mg about 11 o clock. Everybody ii_ V i j. ^ 

rejoiced to see me back. The va- f ^^^ *® ^^^le proceeding along as 
rious rumors about French recogni- if nothing had happened. I do not 
tion and an alliance with the Con- remember that we were asked the 
federacy appear to be true, and it news or that we volunteered to com 
IS said that a French fleet has had ^.^nicate any information that we 
an engagement with the Yankee , , "^ 

fleet somewhere in the Gulf of Mex- "*^* 

ico, in which the French sunk three In looking back to the last sad 
of the Yankee vessels and captured scenes of the Lost Cause, I have of- 
the balance. It is also said that i.^^ ^«^«n«^ 4.1,^ «v>».^««-.«^^ ^f fK;a 
Johnson has whipped Sherman, *^^ '^^f^"^^ *^^ ^P!f^^°^^^ 
capturing from 15,000 to 25,000 pris- organized party of Confederates- 
oners.* If these reports be true, we the last I ever saw — quartermaster, 
still have much to hope for — the or wagon-master, and teamsters, still 
Confederacy has not yet been de- in the faithful discharge of their duty, 

^ ""^^^ "Petersburg, May 22d, '65. solemnly and slowly moving to their 
"After writing last, whilst at Bock- poii^^^ ot destination m obedience to 
wood, made arrangements to join the orders of some superior officer 
the Black Horse Cavalry in 4th Vir- whose commands had, when they 
ginia regiment, which was called ^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^he bayonets of the 
together to meet at Charlottesville, i 1 * * xt .^t. 

mynesboro and other places the ^'^^^ powerful Army of Northern 
first week in May, but the news of Virginia to enforce them, but which 
the fate of Johnson's army deter- was now a thing of the past, t 
mined me at once to go down to 

•This is a sample of the wild rumors that in Dr. Claiborne's address, were from Din- 

floated through the country at this period, widdie county, Va. Dr. J. P. Smith was 

fDr. Hume Felld (whose name iserrone- from Clarke county, Va. Dr. J- , refer- 

ously spelled Field on page 248) and Dr. red to on page 271, is Dr. T. P. Jerman (not 

Bichard E. Lewis, so frequently mentioned Dr. Jermaine) of Bidgeway, K. C. 



LAST DAYS OF JOHNSTON'S ARMY. 



A COMRADE'S EXPERIENCE WITH GEN. L. 8. BAKER'S COMMAND 

AT WELDON, N. C, DURING THE FIFTEEN DAYS PRECEDING 

JOHNSTON'S SURRENDER AT GREENSBORO, N. C. 



AN ADDRESS DELIVERED BEFORE A. P. HILL CAMP OF CONFED- 
ERATE VETERANS, OF PETERSBURG, VA, ON THE EVENING 
OF NOVEMBER 25th, 1890, BY Hon/ JAMES M. MULLEN. 



GOMRADES : choosing', for the boys of our bat- 
Looking back, perhaps tery would have had it otherwise, 
I am justified in saying that and we did not relish the paternal 
my lines during the late war were, in regard of the "powers that were" in 
one sense, cast in pleasant' places, our behalf. It did seem, however, 
At the time, and while the conflict that the authorities studiously avoid- 
was raging, I did not think so ; but ed exposing us to danger, and kept 
"blessings brighten as they take their the battery continuously on the 
flight." Hudibras says that move, so as to shield it from the 
'*He who fights aud runs away, enemy's bullets. Around Richmond, 
wm live to flght another day;" from April to November, 1862, either 
and thinking "on my marcies" dur- in camp of instruction or manning 
ing the piping times of peace that some of the heavy redoubts that en- 
have succeeded the late unpleasant- circled that city, we took no active 
ness, I have learned to properly ap- part in the bloody scenes that were 
preciate my good fortune in being enacted at Seven Pines, Mechanics- 
kept out of harm's way. The run- ville, Gaines' Mill, Cold Harbor, Sav- 
ning away was not of our own age's Station and Malvern Hill, 
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though within sound, and at times never be my pleasure to relate with 
in sight of bursting of shell and rat- bated breath and glowing cheek to 
tling of musketry upon those fields my children and children's children, 
of carnage. From November, 1862, as one of the actor's therein, those 
to June, 1863, we helped to guard mighty passages of arms that made 
the line of the Blackwater under for Lee's ragged veterans a name 
Pryor, and assisted in the invest- as great as, if not greater than, that 
ment of Suffolk under Longstreet. of any armed host whose achieye- 
During the remainder of 1863, with ments are recorded in the annals 
the exception of a few weeks of history. ''In all the tide of 
at Ghaffin's Bluff, we remained time" the brilliant deeds of that ar- 
around Petersburg, our principal ray of "bnght muskets and tattered 
duty being to stand guard over Fort uniforms" will live and glow upon 
Clifton. The first five months of the historic page, in attestation of 
1864 found us on the coast below the fortitude, prowess and courage 
Wilmington, N. C, about six miles of that noble band of patriot sol- 
above Fort Fisher. Fromf there we diftrs. Would that I could, as one 
were sent in June, 1864, to Weldon, of the actors in the bloody drama, 
N. C, where we remained until the tell of the charge up the heights of 
close of the war. Cemetery Hill, when nothing daunt- 
When approached, several weeks ^ ^ 
ago, with the request that at some "Cannon to the right of them, 
- . i.' x * it Cannon to the left of them, 
future meeting I favor the camp Gannon in front of them," 
with some of my war experiences, 

the same feeling took possession of *^*' gallant command pressed on, 

me that doubtless came over that »* *^® °*^ °' ^™*y' ^ certain death, 

good woman when about to cast all ^^^ ^^ *^® privilege accorded the 

she had— two mites— into the treas- °^^ soldier to 

ury of the Lord. I was oppressed "Weep o'er his wounds, or tales of aor- 

row done 
with the consciousness that what I ghoulder his clutch, and show fields are 
might be able to contribute would won," 

fail to entertain scarred veterans is denied me, I am possessed of the 
who had "stood like a stone wall' proud consciousness of having done 
with Jackson, or marched and all I could — all that was permitted 
fought with A. P. Hill's "Light Di- me to do — to secure the success of 
vision." As it was not my privi- the cause I believed to be right, 
lege to witness or participate in any It is announced that I shall speak 
of the many glorious victories won to-night of "A Comrade's Experi- 
by that incomparable body of men, ence with Gen. L. S. Baker's Com- 
the Army of Northern Virginia, the mand at Weldon, N. C," daring the 
din and shout of fierce battle are fifteen days preceding the surren- 
not within my experience. It can der of Johnston at Greensboro, N. 
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C. I shall endeavor briefly to re- 
count Bome of the incideDts and 
events that came under my observa- 
tion while with the little command 
during this short bat eventful pe- 
riod. 

After the evacuation of Plymouth, 
Washington, Kinston and Golda- 
boro, Brig. -General L. S. Baker was 
sent to Weldon, charged with the 
duty of holding on to that place, 
not only for the purpose of preserv- 
ing railroad communication between 
the other forces in North Carolina 
and the Army of Northern Virginia 
and those along the line of the Wil- 
mington and Weldon railroad, from 
Goldsboro to that line, but of col- 
lecting supplies for these armies 
from that portion of Eastern Caro- 
lina not actualiy in the possession 
of the enemy. The authorities re- 
cognizing the importance of this 
position in these respects — it being 
one of the principal sources of sup- 
ply for the armies — instructed Gen. 
Baker to hold it until the last mo- 
ment,* and at the same time watch 
out for and repel any raids of the 
enemy coming from the Blackwater 
and Chowan, aud from Plymouth, 
Washington and Goldsboro. With 
the force under his command this 
was no light duty, and he was ne- 
cessarily absent from Weldon most 
of his time, looking after the various 
points under hie supervision. Wel- 
don, however, was the headquarters 
of his department, which was styled 
"The Second Military Division of 
North Carolina." In his absence 
the captain of our battery (Capt. 



L; H. Webb, Company A, 13th bat- 
talion North Carolina Ught artille- 
ry) was in command. 

You will remember that the days , 
of which I speak were times that 
tried men's souls, and put to the 
severest test the metal with which 
the Confederate soldiers were made. 
All signs indicated that "the end 
was near at hand." Lee had aban- 
doned Petersburg aud Richmond, 
though this was unknown to us un- 
til several days thereafter, as I shall 
later on show ; all of North Caro- 
lina east of the Wilmington and 
Weldon railroad had been given up ; 
and Sherman had made his mem- 
orable march through Georgia to 
the sea, and through the Carolinas, 
having as his objective point Golds- 
boro, where he purposed to form a 
junction with Scofield, moving from 
Newberne and Kinston, and with 
Terry, moving from Wilmington. 
This was accomplished by him on 
the 23rd of March, 1865. The giant 
arms of an octopus were rapidly 
closing upon the Confederacy in 
her final desperate but grand strug- 
gle for independence. Just one 
month previous to the junction of 
these three armies, flushed as they 
were with victory, that old war 
horse. Gen. Joe Johnston, had re- 
lieved Beauregard at Charlotte, N. 
C, and was charged with the diffi- 
cult task of collecting and uniting 
in one army the scattered forces of 
Bragg, Hardee, Hood and Beaure- 
gard, for one supreme effort to stay 
the tide of the invader, and be pre- 
pared, if necessary, to unite his 
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forces at Danville with those of Lee, on Baleigh, which place he reached 
who even then contemplated aban- on April 13th, and found that John- 
doning his position around Peters- ston had moved farther on. 
burg for that purpose, with the hope Let us now leave Sherman at Bal- 
that the two armies might fall upon eigh, and go back to the little force 
Sherman and crush him before at Weldon. And, in the outset, I 
Grant could come to his assistance, take pleasure in acknowledging my 
Vain hope bom of desperation ; for indebtedness for much I shall now 
Sherman, having reached Golds- recount to my old commander, Capt 
boro, his next plan was not to fol- L. H. Webb, than whom a truer 
low after Johnston, but open com- soldier never drew sword, and who 
munication with Grant, so that the has very kindly furnished me ex- 
two might act together. This is tracts from his diary kept durmg 
shown by his special order, issued this period. I have also obtained 
April 5th, at Goldsboro, which valuable information from that gal- | 
reads : "The next grand objective lant soldier, Hon. James C. McBae, 
is to place this army (with its fuU then assistant adjutant-general on 
equipment) north of Boanoke River, Gen. Baker*s sta£f, and now one of j 
facing west, with a base for supplies the superior court judges for North 
at Norfolk, and at Winston or Mur- Carolina.* 

freesboro on the Chowan, and in The task imposed upon this small 
full communication with the Army force, consisting of two or three 
of the Potomac at Petersburg ; and hundred infantry and our battery, 
also to do the enemy as much harm numbering about one hundred and 
as possible enroute." His army was twenty-five men, was no light one. 
to move on the 10th of April, in For weeks it had been in a state of 
three columns of 25,000 each, with constant activity and excitement, 
his cavalry under Eilpatrick, aiming enhanced towards the last with con- 
directly for Weldon until it had tinual suspense and anxiety. It had 
crossed the Tar Eiver, the general been constantly on the move to 
point of concentration being War- meet threatened advances from the 
ronton, N. C. But his whole plan directions of the Tar and lower Rda- 
was suddenly changed by the news noke and the Chowan and Black- 
of the fall of Eichmond and Peters- water rivers. If I remember aright, 
burg, which reached him at Golds- during the month of March it had 
boro on the 6th of April. Inferring been sent upon two expeditions 
that Lee would succeed in making a through Northampton, Hertford and 
junction with Johnston, with a frac- Bertie counties, to repel reported 
tion of his army, at least, somewhere '-."" ;,, „ ~~ mil 

• !_• ^ i. i_ J i.i_ J *Judge McRae was, in August, 1892, ap- 

m his front, ne prepared, on the day pointed by Gov. Holt an associate justice 

he had appointed (April 10th) to of the supreme court of Nortii Carolina to 

_ XM 1 1 1 1 i . , fi^^ * vacancy thereon caused by the death 

leave Goldsboro, to move straight of Associate Justice Joseph J. Davis. 
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raids of the enemy's cavalry from 
the Chowan ; one, to and below 
Tarboro to meet a tbreatenpd ad- 
"VaDce from the lower Tar and Roa- 
noke ; and one down the Seaboard 
and Roanoke railroad towards 
iFranklin, to check a cavalry raid 
£rom the Elackwater. This last ex- 
pedition, however, was in April, the 
command returning to camp there- 
from the night of April dth. It was 
niider command of Col. Whitford, 
■who had with him not to exceed 
two hundred infantry (about fifty 
of whom were members of our com- 
pany, armed with inferior rifles) 
and two guns from our battery. I 
was with the expedition as a can- 
noneer of ono of the guns of the 
battery. I forgot to say that we 
were conveyed down the Seaboard 
road apon two or three flat cars, 
and possibly a box car or two. Upon 
reaching Eoykin's depot, about 
twenty-five miles from Weldon, we 
discovered that aU below that point 
the enemy had torn up and burned 
the track, so that it was impossible 
for us to proceed further on the 
train. Disembarking, we reconnoit- 
ered the situation for several miles 
around, and remained there until 
next morning, when, hearing that 
the enemy was making his way in 
the direction of Weldon, we board- 
ed the train and started back. 
After passing Seaboard, a small sta- 
tion about ten miles east of Weldon, 
Col, Whitford, who was riding on 
the engine', saw one or two men run 
across the track some six or seven 
hundred yards ahead. He at once 



ordered the train stopped. This 
precaution was not taken any too 
soon, for, as soon as some of the 
infantry were put off as skirmishers 
and the situation was taken in, it 
was discovered that the track for 
some distance just ahead of us was 
torn up and that the enemy hod 
ambuscaded both sides. We had 
passed Seaboard about a mile. As 
soon as the train was stopped the 
enemy opened fire upon us. Col. 
Whitford caused the train to be 
run back to Seaboard, where the 
remainder of the command was put 
in position to await the return of 
the skirmishers, who were ordered 
to fall back as soon an they could 
ascertain with some certainty the 
force and purpose of the enemy. 
They soon reported that the enemy, 
consisting of a regiment of cavalry, 
had retired in the direction of Jack- 
son, which was distant some eight 
miles in a southeast direction from 
where we were, and away from Wei- 
don. Col. Whitford concluded to 
follow on after them, but I suspect 
with no hearty desire to meet up 
with them, for he could but know 
that our force was not able to cope 
successfully with a full regiment. 
Upon reaching Jackson, we learned 
there that the regiment was the 
3rd New York Cavalry, about six 
hundred strong, well mounted and 
thoroughly equipped with Spen- 
cer repeating carbines, and had 
passed through that town some hours 
before, and then must be near Mur- 
freesboro, some twenty-five miles 
distant. After waiting several hours 



I 
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at Jackson our g^uns were ordered from Gen. Johnsfcon, ordering that 
back overland to Weldon, while the all trains north of the Roanoke 
infantry, under Col. Whitford's com- River be recalled at once, all the 
mand, retired to Halifax. I shall artillery that could be moved got on 
always remember with pleasure one the south side, and such heavy guns 
little incident connected with this in the defences north of the river 
affair: Several weeks before, as we as could not be moved destroyed, 
had more men than were required and the railroad bridge burned, 
or needed to man the guns, about Steps were at once taken to execute 
sixty of our company had been arm- the order, and by hard service all 
ed with rifles and acted with the night, the next morning (Saturday, 
infantry. When the train was halt- 8th) found everything in the shape 
ed and skirmishers thrown off 1 was of guns, ordnance, quartermaster 
anxious to join them, and endeav- and commissary stores removed 
ored to get one of the riflemen to from the north side of the river and 
exchange places with me. I knew delivered in Weldon, and combusti- 
he was disaffected, and it occurred bles at once gathered and placed at 
to me that he would not hesitate to each end of the railroad bridge to fire I 
shirk danger; but I reckoned with- it as soon as all the trains were 
out my host. He rejected the over- safely over. The bridge, however, 
ture with some indignation, and re- was not fired that day ; why, I will 
marked that, if anybody had to use let Gapt. Webb speak. I quote from 
his rifle, he proposed to do it him- his diary : "Gen. Baker came up 
self; and I ascertained that he be- .about 10 o'clock a. m., and ordered 
haved as gallantly as any man. me with my battery and Williams' 
This but illustrates that it was not section of artillery across the river 
cowardice that caused a great many again. Upon getting my battery 
of our soldiers to waver in their al- over the river I put my guns in po- 
legiance toward the close of the sition along the old line as I 
war, but the terrible hardships to thought best, and awaited ulterior 
which they were subjected, the dis- orders from headquarters. My on- 
tressing accounts of suffering of ly support were the feeble remains 
their loved ones at home, and the of a company of so-called cavalry 
intuitive knowledge that defeat was under Gapt. Strange. In all the 
inevitable. I remember with sad- twenty men of his command there 
ness, without any feeling of cen- was not a single man or officer de- 
sure, many instances of desertion cently mounted. With my old fiery 
of as brave men as ever marched Bucephalus, *Duncan,' I could have 
to the tap of a drum. charged and overturned every skel- 

On the 7th of April, about 5 eton of a horse in his company, 
p. M., a telegram was received by But the men were all true *Tar- 
Gapt. Webb, who was in command, heels,' and there was no braver man 
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than Capt. Strange." On the after- two days after we liad marched 

noon of the 10th the artillery waa away. One of the duties iraposed 

ordered back on the south side, and ^p^^^ ^he men of our battery, jnat 

preparations made to leave W eldon. before leaving WeWon. was the coU 

According to Capt. Webb, there j^^^j^^ ^^^ destruction of boats 

were then at that point about five ^j^^^ ^^^^ ^j^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ 

hundred men, inc uding at least ,,«„ing of the bridge, communica- 

aeventy-five stragglers, fur onghed tio^ ^^h the north side raiglit be 

men convalescents from the hos- effectually cut off. Perhaps it was 

pitals and detailed men. ^ precautionary measure that could 

On the 12tb the command to leave have been very safely dispensed 
Weldon was given. Capt.Webbwaa „ith; and when I recall my espe- 
ordered to take charge of the column rieuoe in the performance of that 
and start towards Raleigh, keeping duty I am strongly inclined to that 
aa near the railroad as possible. By opinion. In company with a moun- 
10 o'clock A. M. the column waa well taineer, who knew nothing of boat- 
on its way in good order, the objective craft, I was sent up the river for 
being,if possible, to join Gen. John that purpose. After proceeding 
stonatornear Raleigh. Wemarched about half a mile above the bridge, 
about sixteen miles that day. we came across a boat ; but the 

For several days previous to our owner, who doubtless had taken the 

departure, and even while the artil- alarm, had hid the poltrs with which 

lery was on the north side of the to propel it. Nothing daunted, we 

river, everything was done to put improvised the best we could, and 

the force in good marching eondi- started down the river. Tempted 

tion. Unfit and worthless animals by the sight of some fish upon a 

connected with the artillery, quar- slide nenr by, we essayed to cross 

termaater and commissary depart- over and secure them, and had al- 

ments, were condemned and either most reached the prize when my 

sold or given away. To supply companion's pole broke, and away 

their places squads of mounted men we went down the rapids. We for- 

were detailed to make detours tunately passed the worst safely, 

through the adjacent farms and plan- and by dint of extra exertion reaoh- 

tations to impress horses and mules, ed the shore ; but for a few moments 

The extra men of the command were there were two badly scared naviga- 

paicelled out and assigned to the tors. The rest of the trip to the 

different regular organizations, and point we were ordered to bring the 

everything in the way of stores sent boats wasmadebyswiugingaround, 

off by rail up the Raleigh and Gas- one of us in the stern and the other 

ton railroad. The bridge, however, at the bow, alternately catchinj 

remained in «UUn <pw, and was not holdof and turning loose the bushes 

burned until the night of the 13th, along the bank. 
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The scenes in and around Weldon and cut oflf. Capt. Webb, who was in 
these few days were heart-rending, command — Gen. Baker not yet bar 
As early as the 8th the citizens in ingcomeup — refused to believe him, 
the country around, especially on and ordered him and some others 
the north side of the riyer, became under guard to accompany the corn- 
panic-stricken, and came crowding mand until their story was verified, 
into the town, imagining the direst But it was not long before all were 
calamities would befall them upon fully convinced of the truth of their 
the withdrawal of the troops. We statements, for the roads were soon 
could but remember the kind and filled with soldiers returning from 
hospitable treatment these good Lee's army. I shall never forget 
and loyal people had always ex- the feeling which came over me when 
tended to Confederate soldiers, and fully impressed with the fact that 
were deeply touched at their dis- Lee had surrendered. Until then I 
tress. But some of us, who had had never permitted myself to doubt 
witnessed similar scenes, took com- the ultimate success of the Confed- 
fort in the thought that it would eracy ; and, as to the Army of Nor- 
not be half as bad as they imagined, thern Virginia, I believed that, nn- 
I remember the confusion and con- der "Marse Robert," it was simply 
sternation in and around my own invincible. I apprehend this feeling 
home upon hearing of the capture was shared by most of the Confed- 
of Koanoke Island; and yet, the erate soldiers; hence their endu- 
storm of war passed by without in- ranee, courage and devotion under 
flicting the grievous woes appre- the sorest trials and in the darkest 
hended. But Sherman and his hours of the cause. With Lee's snr- 
bummers did not pass that way. render, all hope fled, and thereafter 

By sunrise on the 13th we resum- ^ obedience and discharge of duty 
ed our march in a hard rain, and ^®^® purely mechanical. Swift upon 
with the roads in a terrible condi- '^® ^®®^8 ^' ^^^ ^^^^s of this terri- 
tion. Not long after starting we be- ^^^ disaster, and on the evening of 
gan to meet stragglers making their ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ rumor that 
way to our rear. Among the first Sherman was in possession of Eal- 
to attract our attention was a weary- ^^sK and that Johnston was retiring 
looking, foot-sore and jaded young before him towards Greensboro, 
fellow in the dirty and tattered uni- Madam Eumor was not a lying jade 
form of a Ueutenant of infantry, who ^^'^^ ^^^^' ^bout nightfall, weary 
told us he was going home; that *^^ l^^ngry, depressed with the 
Lee had surrendered, and what was Srl^omy outlook, and after a hard 

left of his army had been paroled, ^^y'^ "^^^^^ we halted and went into 

TT i. i.1.- i.- J- J i. 1 camp near Warrenton Junction. 

Up to this time we did not know q^/ q^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^p^ 

that Petersburg had been abandon- and Capt. Webb was in much doubt 
ed, so completely were we isolated as to what course to pursue. 



LAST DAYS Of JOHNSTON'S ARMV. 



Let me narrate the events of the 
sncceeding day in the words of Capt. 
Webb himself. I quote from his 
diary: 

"Friday, April 14th. About day- 
light this morning the bugles sound- 
ed reveille, and as soon as the weary 
men could be got into line, and the 
horses hitched, without breakfast, 
we started for the junction, about 
four miles distant, intending to feed 
at that place. I pressed on ahead of 
the column to see if I could hear any 
thing of General Baker, and at that 
early hour I found the road filled 
with stragglers, all reiterating and 
confirming the news of yesterday. 
Nothing coiold be heard of the gen- 
eral. The column came up in about 
an hoar, was halted, horses fed, and 
men got breakfubt. About the time 
we were ready to move again a soli- 
tary horseman rode up to the depot, 
in whom I recognized General M. 
W. Ransom. He dismounted and 
hitched his horse, while I went for- 
ward to meet him. He confirmed 
the reports of Gen. Lee's surrender, 
having himself been there and wit^ 
nessed it. I told of my situation, 
the reported occupation of Raleigh 
by Sherman, and that, surrounded 
by the enemy as I was, I hardly knew 
what to do with the stores and men 
under my charge. He replied that 
he knew nothing of Sherman's posi- 
tion, bnt hardly thought he was in 
Baleigb, and that, being a paroled 
soldier, he could not give me any 
advice in the premises; bnt that his 
brother. Gen. Robert Ransom, was 
at his house, only about four miles 
Bway, and, as be was not paroled, I 
ooufd consult bim. This I concluded 
to do, and countermanding the or- 
ders to resume the march, we mount- 
ed and rode off, We found Gen. 
Robert Ransom at his house (he was 
home on sick furlough ), and I enter- 
ed at once into the matter which had 



brought me to his presence. Gen. 
Matt. Ransom was present, but took 
DO part in the discussion. After 
some reflection. Gen. Robert remark- 
ed that nnder the circumstances he 
could see no good in holding oat 
longer; explained the difficulties of 
reaching Johnston if Sherman occu- 
pied Raleigh, and that he thought it 
best to remain where I was, and send 
a flag of truce to Sherman at Ral- 
eigh, offering to surrender upon the 
same terms accorded Lee's army. 
At the conclusion of Gen. Robert's 
remarks, Geu. Matt., forgetful ol 
the fact that be was paroled and' 
could give no advice, sprang to- 
his feet and exclaimed with flashing 
eye and extended arm, 'Never I Un- 
der no consideration surrender until 
there is a force in your front sufli- 
cient to compel it. But what am I 
doing! I am a paroled prisoner and 
have DO right to speak in this 
manner,' and walked out of the room. 
There was that in his manner, looks, 
and ringing tones, which settled the 
question for me, and bidding both 
'good-bye,' mounted my horse and 
rode back to Warrenton Junction. 
Upon arriving there I found a consid- 
erable number of the men in a state 
of disquietude and disorder, amount- 
ing to almost total demoralization. 
They had broken into one of the 
cars containing supplies of food, 
were wantonly wasting the supplies, 
and were preparing to break open 
other cars. Springing from my 
horse and making my way to them, 
calling my bugler as I went, I had 
him sound the assembly, and bade 
them fall in with tbeir several com- 
mands at once. The better and no- 
bler instincts of ^ood soldiers com- 
ing to their assistance, they soon 
quieted down and readily fell into 
line. I then addressed them as best 
I could ; told them all the news I 
could learn; of my conference with 
the two generals; that we had food 
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enough for a week at least, and in upon the return of Lieut. Blount, 
that time felt sure something would Gen. Baker hfiul not come up or been 
be done, either by the arrival of Gen. heard from, another meeting should 
Baker, or in some other way, which be called for definite action. At 5 
would enable us either to continue P. m. news came that Gen. Baker and 
or close our services as Confederate staff were coming, and about 6 p. M. 
soldiers in an honorable way. That they rode up. Upon his arrival the 
I proposed now to move on to Ridg- president of the rofiwi was set at Ub^ 
way, halt and call a council of offi- erty, and he at once mfiule compliant 
cers ; and urged them to be men a to the general ; but he endorsed all 
little longer and trust me, and I would that I had done, and then spying he 
do for them the best I could. My would make his headquarters with 
emotions choked my utterance; many the president, they rode off together, 
of the men wept with me, and all Soon after, he caJled a councilof the 
promised implicit obedience to my officers, from which I returned about 
orders. The column was soon form- 9:30 p. m. With few dissenting votes 
ed and marched to Eidgway, where it was decided to send a flag of trace 
we arrived about noon. Hastily to Sherman, tendering our surren- 
calling the officers together for con- der upon the same terms allowed 
sultation, we concluded to send an Lee's army. Lieut. Blount had re- 
engine and tender up the road as turned about 8 P. M., reporting that 
near Kaleigh as possible, and ascer- he had gone within twelve nmes of 
tain, if we could, whether Sherman Baleigh, and getting what he deem- 
was there or not. An engine on the ed reliable information that Sher- 
track, already fired up, was seized, man was in possession of the city, 
and as many men, armed with En- on his return, m obedience to orders, 
field rifles as could be were put he had burned the bridge over Ce- 
aboard and in charge of Lieutenant dar Creek." 

Blount, of Tenth North Carolina Qn the morning of the 15th, the 
Troops with orders to go as near ^^^^^^ announced an entirely dif- 
Raleigh as he deemed safe, and if 7 . - i.i_ j. j x 
he found the enemy in occupation ^®f®"'^ programme from that deter- 
to return with the best speed possi- mined upon the evening before. 
ble, burning the most important That now announced was, to aban- 
bridge on the road in his rear. The don the artillery and all except ab^ 
engrine was about to move off, when „^i„i.^i„ «^^^„„««„««^^k^- -..^j -.:i.i, 
the president of the road, who lives folutely necessary supphes, andjnth 

here, stepped up, and in an authori- *^® ^^^1® command in as hght or- 
tative tone, ordered the men off, and der as possible, mounted on artillery 
the engineer not to move an inch, horses and transportation animals, 
I renewed my former order, which as far as could be done, and armed 
the president again forbade deny- ^ ^ ^^ ^ ^ ^ ^ j^ 
ing my authority to impress his roll- ^ , . »"•''*' °^_ " 

ing-stock in such service. Remon- 8*^on by passing around Sherman s 
strances proving unavailing, I direct- rear. This change met with wide- 
ed a sergeant, with a file of men, to re- spread dissatisfaction, but nothing 
move him into the railroad office and further was done that day. 

the road. In the consultation with was urged by some of his officers to 
the officers it was decided that if, carry out at once the plan originally 
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decidfiti upon, to surrender ; for they 
were satisfied they could not control 
their men longer. He promised to 
take the matter under consideration 
and announce his final decision at an 
assembly of ail the forces that even- 
ing. The plan finally adopted was, 
to try and cut his way throup;h to 
Johnston with all who would volun- 
teer to follow him, the others to dis- 
band and go home as best they 
ooald. About fifty volnnteered, of 
which nineteen were from our bat- 
tery. These fifty were authorized to 
be mounted on government horses, 
and armed with Eutield rifles. This 
was done, and at midnight they took 
up their march. 

I might relate several ludicrous 
incidents of this march, but I have 
already detained you too long, and 
must hasten on. The next morning, 
having been up all night, we present- 
ed anything but a martial appear- 
ance, and, if the truth must be told, 
oar enthusiasm was at a low ebb, 
for we were pretty well satisfied that 
ours was a "wild goose chase." 
Nothing but a sense of duty, and a 
reluctance to turn back as long as 
we were called upon to go forward, 
carried us on. For two days we 
wandered on over the hills and 
through the woods of Franklin, 
Johnston and Wake counties. On 
one of these days we passed through 
Louisburg, worn out and hungry. 
The good citizens of the town re- 
ceived as enthusiastically, and treat- 
ed ns most hospitably. It must 
have been an amusing sight to see 
iu Btragghng through the streets, 



with fiowers in one hand and some- 
thing to eat in the other. It made 
a deep impression on me at the 
time, and I shall never forget the 
scene. 

About sundown on the 16th we 
reached Arpsboro and halted. There 
the general informed us he had re- 
liable information that Johnston had 
surrendered, and he had determin- 
ed to send in a flag of truce to Bal- 
eigh, tendering his surrender. On 
the next day, having re-crossed the 
Tar River and counter-marched sev- 
eral miles, we started the flag, the 
officer in charge bearing the follow- 
ing letter : 
"Heariiiuarterfl 2d Militarv District, t 
Nash Co., N. C, April "19, 18(15. / 
"Major-General W. T. Shermau, 
Ciim'dlog U. 8. Forces, 

Raleigh, N. U. 

"General — Finding thatGen. Joliustun — 

liftH Murreudered his army, of which my I 

eommand forms a part, I have the hunoE 1 

to surrender the command, with a r&^t 

qu(»l that the same terms be allowed me4 

as were allowed Gen. Johnston 'h army. 

"1 have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully, 

Yaur olxwent servaut, 
••h. a Bakkr, 

A rnmor reached us to-night that. I 
President Lincoln had been ae 
sinated. 

About 5 o'clock p. m., on the 20th, I 
our flag returned with a letter from -I 
Gen. Sherman to Gen. Baker, stat- J 
ing that Gen. Johnston had not sur- , 
rendered, but that terms had been I 
agreed upon between them for a I 
cessation of hostilities and the rea- 1 
toration of peace. Accompanying ( 
the letter was a copy of the agree- 
ment. The letter gave Gen. Baker 
the right to disband his force upon 
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tte terms granted Gen. Lee's army. Snowden, Wm. H. Whedbee, R. W. 

The general, deeming it best to a<v ^f&^SeS^oTtoV"*^- 
cept these terms, issued the follow- Very respectfully, 

4«rr r.r>Aixi^ - YouT obcdient servant, 

ing oraer . "James C. McRae, A. A. G." 

"Headquarters 2d Military District, ^ The men were each furnished with 

Department North Carolina, y .1 . « 

Bunn»s House, AprU 20, 1865. J the following : 

"(General Order No. 25.) "Headquarters 2d Military District, ^ 

"The brigadier-general commanding ^4^^f''^^''^^\^'^^i?^Q«c f 

announces to the officers and men who .,. -^"^j^ » ^ouse^ ^P^" 20, 1865. J 
have remained with him that the two **In accordance with an agreement with 

grand armies of the Confederate States ??^?i:S|?®/*^ Ti?*'®''°^*°ilr ^^^^^f^^^ 
having been compelled to make terms United States Forces in Sorth Carolina- 

with the enemy, it has become necessary f "XS .TTJ — 7. » V?; ' • t^J 

that he should disband his command. ion North Carolma artillery, is permitted 

"The officers and men will be allowed ^ ?^ ^,^J? *^^^f;i5^u1 ^^^^ <^ieUy re- 
to return to their homes, where they will "^?^^; taking with him one horse, his 
remain peaceably and quietly until call- pnvate proj^rty. n « r^^ n 

ed forth again by the proper authorities. , ^- °- ^-^ker, isrig.-uen. 

"He offers his profound thanks to those In passing, let me say that the 

^ttXiH^b^^ti^e'^^t'^nfe'i'iftk ^^vse^^ *be best pay I ever re- 

present success, they will carry with ceived from the Confederacy, and 

them the proud consciousness ofl^^^^ ^^ ed a valuable acquisition, 

done their whole duty to the country, tT 1 1.1. i. • -c^-^j 

and of having laid down their arms only Early the next morning (Friday, 

when they could be of no further service April 21st), we turned our faces 
to the cause to which their lives were so . ^ 1 • t •• » 

freely devoted. homeward, feeung as if a heavy 

"With the kindest wishes for their fu- weight had been lifted oflf our shoul- 
ture welfare he bids them farewell. ^ , ,. j j.i_ a j^i 

"By order Brigadier-General Baker : dOTS, and relieved that the suspense 

"J. C. McRae, a. a. G." was over. Capt. Webb, who was 

And the following to each com- going to join his wife on the Black- 

manding officer in the force, mutatis water, accompanied the Perquimans 

mutandis : county boys, of whom there were 

"Capt. Louis H. Webb, Co. A, about a dozen. This party kept 

13th Battalion N. C. Artillery : n , .1 m • i. u * i_ 

-,^ . . ^ .„ , ..f well together until lust before reach- 

"Captain— You will please present the . ttt* i^i^i-Txrii. 

thanks of the brigadier-general com- ing Halifax, when Capt. Webb, 
manding to the following named officers yfjj^^ jf^ Whedbee and I, pushed on 
and men of your company, who have , j t l • jl. xi. 

courageously remained at the post of du- ahead, i quote again from the cap- 
ty until the last moment, and who have tain's diary : 
not feared to trust their safety to him in 

the hour of adversity. He has done all "On Sunday, the 23rd of April, at 
he can for these brave men, and only Martin's Cross-Roads, Northamp- 
surrenders them when it would be folly ^^^^ county, N. C, I parted from 
and madness to continue longer inarms: tic,,!! ^ ^ '^' ttuu^^u^^ ^u«. i»«4. <.^.v 
"Captain L. H. Webb, Fiiit Lieut. H. MuUen and Whedbee, the last two 
P. Home, Sergeant T. G. Skiuuer Ser- of my company to remain with me. 

geant J. G. Latham, Corporal L. W. Mc- a n flomradefl I have bnt 

Mullan, Privates James M. Mullen, Al- . ^^^ ^^^» V^omraaes, ± nave DUl 

phonso White, Peter McMillan, A. J. Ba- little more to add. After leaving 

ker, J. A^ Jacocks, Daniel Morrison, Na- q ^ ^ ^b, Whedbee and I pushed 
thaniel Hathaway, Richard Boguc, Wal- '^"F*' ^^> ffxi^v* ^ »x^v«^^uouc^ 

ter J. Webb, Charles Barber, Thomas H. on to Murtreesboro ; reaching there 
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we fonnd the ferry hod been de- 
stroyed, and we were compelled to 
cross the ItleberriD in a small canoe, 
swimming oar horses. Our nearest 
route home from Murfrecsboto 
would have been to cross the Clio- 
wan at Wintou, but the citizens of 
Mnrfreesboro informed us that at 
Winton were several Federal gun- 
boats. We did not know how wo 
might be received by the enemy, bo 
deemed it the wiser course to aban- 
don that route and cross the Chowan 
at a ferry higher up. This we did, 
but there we met with the same Inck 
as at the Meherrin, and had to cross 
in a small boat ourselves, and swim 
onr horses. Here a bit of good 
luck befell us — not much, but we 
were thankful for small favors. We 
met with a gentleman who had a 
sulky which he wanted to get to the 
town (Hertford) in which I lived. 
It must be borne in mind we were 
not cavabrymen, and yet we had 
been in the saddle seven or eight 
days, on the go all the time, were 
completely worn out, and had still 
before us about sixty miles to travel 
before reaching our homes. We 
gladly availed ourselves of this op- 
portunity to change our mode of lo- 
comotion. Whedbee and I agreed 
we should ride "turn about," with 
my first go. But "all is not gold 
that glitters," and we are often 
doomed "to see our fondest hopes 
decay." I had hardly started before 
the fear of the thing breaking down 
took possession of mo. The trouble 
was, compared with the vehicles 
(caissons and gun-carriagesj I had 



been used to for three years, the 
frail appearance and elastic motion 
of the sulky were alarming. I soon 
yielded the concern to Whedbee, 
who seemed to take to it better. 
This was inspiring, and when my 
turn came again I claimed the priv- 
ilege, and accustomed myself to ita 
motions. Whedbee, who lived in 
the country, left me when I was sev- 
eral miles from home. He was hard- 
ly out of sight wheu I heard in the 
direction I was going the booming 
of cannon, repeated at invervals, It 
occurred to me at once that the fir- 
ing was from the gnu-boats lying in 
the river at Hertford, and out of re- 
spect to President Lincoln. This 
was not very comforting ; for, while 
there was no reason why I should 
apprehend trouble or annoyance, I 
did not fancy facing the music all 
alone, satisfied as I was of meeting 
in the town soldiers and sailors from 
these boats. But seating myself 
more firmly in my novel vehicle, 
drawing the reins of my steed tight- 
er, and mustering up courage for 
the ordeal, I dashed over the bridge 
and through the main street of the 
town in fine style. As I expected, 
the town was filled with sailors and 
soldiers, but they gave me a cheer 
as I passed, and shouted, "There 
goes a Johnny coming home in the 
best style yet." I realized at onoe 
that "this cruel war was over," and 
these hearty greetings from quon- 
dam foes went a long way towards 
reconstructing me. 

I would commend the example of 
these, their brethren, to those of the 



I 



I 



mmk 



298 WAR TALKS OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS. 



North who would keep alive the fires slaves at the foot of Bnnker Hill/' 
of sectional hate more than twenty- there was no arbitrament for the 
five long years after we Southern "irrepressible conflict'* but the 
soldiers had laid down our arms in sword. True, we fought for a con- 
good faith. I venture to say that stitutional right, yet better violence 
none of the men that greeted me so to that than the perpetuity of an in- 
fratemally that April morning are stitution which was the fruitful 
found in the ranks of those who source of "all our woes." Eliminate 
would deny us the right to meet to- ed of itp radical feature, time will 
gether to commemorate the deeds right the wrong done "state's 
of valor of our comrades in arms, rights" (already we see the "Old 
They, no doubt, like us, look upon Ship of State" gradually drifting 
the courage and bravery of the back to her rightful course), while 
"boys in blue" and the "boys in slavery, that was surely sapping the 
grey" as a common heritage, to be "bone and sinew" of this Southland 
tenderly preserved and proudly of ours, is gone forever. Enter- 
transmitted to posterity. No want taining these sentiments, which I 
of loyalty and devotion to our com- believe are those of our entire sec- 
mon country, and to the one flag tion, when I hear men like Foraker 
that floats above us prompts to do questioning the loyalty of the South 
honor to our illustrious dead and to the Union, I feel that they but 
contribute a pittance to cheer the insult our intelligence and good 
destitute who fought nobly and now faith. When they pour upon our 
endure uncomplainingly. We cher- heads the vials of their bitterness I 
ish in our hearts no feelings of dis- am almost constrained to exclaim 
loyalty, neither do we regret the with old Jacob, "Cursed be their 
failure to establish the Conf edera- anger, for it is fierce ; and their 
cy. The war was inevitable. Inflam- wrath for it is cruel." They have 
ed as were the two sections of our yet to learn to appreciate this South- 
country, the one stigmatizing the em people; and to their unjust 
constitution as "a league with bell criminations I can but retort in the 
and a covenant with d^ath," while words ofEvanMacombich, when the 
leading statesmen of the other taunt- mob sneered at his promise to come 
ed the fanatical anti-slavery senti- back and redeem his chief, "they 
ment with the boast that "they ken neither the heart of a Hieland- 
would live to call the roll of their man, nor the honor of a gentleman." 
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SEVERAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO THIS BOOK WERE RECEIVED TOO 

LATE FOR INSERTION IN THEIR APPROPRIATE PLACES 

IN THE BODY OF THE WORK. THEY ARE 

ACCORDINGLY HERE APPENDED. 



THE MARYLAN'D CAMPAIGN, with the driving-rein from the har- 

OF 1862. ^®88 of a mule team to serve as a 

T^ r^ -rrr T^ ^ ^ Tope, and from the branch of an ap- 

Ex-Gov. Wm. E. Cameron, who ^^^ '^^ H^ ^^^ to the head 

was adjutant of the 12th Virginia of the column as we reached a cross- 
regiment of Mahone's brigade at road, and gave orders as coming 
the battle of Second Manassas, writ- ^0°^ ^n- Lee that the troops should 
ing from Chicago under date of July ^^ ^ ^^\ right-that is down the 
iTiftQ9 aaxrfl/ ^^^®^- ^^^ ^^^' Lougstrcct hap- 
1^, losfz, says. pened to be on the spot, and knew 

^^I am in receipt of the advance that the exact contrary was the line 
sheets containing your address and of march. It had been raining, and 
mine— Turner's I already have, as the pretended courier had on a gum 
you sent it to me in TaUehassee. coat, the skirts of which reached 
The notes and additions you have his boot-topfe. When this was strip- 
made, Keily's letter. Col. Feild's ped off a fuU Federal uniform was 
description, &c., are very valuable exposed to view. The whole affair 
in filling up the outlines I was able scarcely lasted for as many moments 
to furnish. I was glad to notice, as would be required in relating the 
too, that in nearly all i)oint8 the circumstances. I remember at the 
memoranda taken contemi)oraneous- time that remark was made about 
ly seem to bear out the accuracy of Hatcher's taking the trousers from 
my memory. the body, and ill-luck was predict- 

****** edto him; and afterward, on my re- 

^'The spy to whom you aUude on turn to the army, the incident was 
page 11 was hung with very little often recalled in connection with 
shnft, and, if I am not mistaken, his death ux)on the field at Cramp- 



«* ^.Ui Z£S^€ ii^ ouKFmjSE^ss: Tzsa^^j^s. 



^Mb'h Ottfi. do: p^\9jK*r u^ . um p^t€ ^stacj. Get. JLndswBu inomilBd 

^'' (o. ii iiiit- uiuei: nmrt^ and dec^«d off 

tiuu uL pat^ 1T=. J itsri^ til*' mxtei ^ gornr it* & baL. aa: dxrocthr in 

Uf our i*4; uut :l Iruut tif nur iiiifc. "^fciier Tanrjnr. of Iiee'«i> <axfL djehed 

0«2U . J)i^.'i:«iUL V iik^ snj} xi»*^T*: a 43L<.cl ^ '^^ ' inn-. nuiOi- same hnef ccouna- 

tiiu»r it tii^f tuKtrviM^. nurt ^^^-uf. liwe iii*a04iL. and aastied swav. Gfn. 



and Ijtju^mi^ii •*ruutiii»jc 11 li**: «»aiiH- Ajioerwo: Turm^ and saad. irhh a 
jMihiUoij luit- »*r ju'.n>j<L ai*- ;. ou sn-iit--. ••jrcnikaiiCTL Gen. Jarkflon 
iui^>r deM-rl-xL iL lii^ aift-wTi-y.iii- hkt** liia: i«y tbf- iikasdni: <rf God his 
Htuart K» ai» iJ**'^ tju<«% l^.i? Sk iOizx tiint*. i*«^*:SKrk:*' isav*- lieeii ivIievwL So we 
a(Ud JU^ iay pf^ju^: ou a rnd *.»isLLi« "•^ ?<^* '^'' "^i**" ririii sjid belp Long- 
j>«^jiitiijr^ out lo ^>ii, I>* r'jsidi^ and st^viei/ W^riniiiiedxatelTlaoed^clain- 
J>«Jt»i1if/Ui^ *jii a luiJjtajn map irli*^ l«erwi ^kwn i^h- <;t4i(^« bank into the 
wa*!* vsifiU'h^ \M*pr*: xix*fnk. I wa* road, ib«i up the x<ppfi^<* ade. and 
dl<ji»«; to tJt»^ xivTip. aiiiA'jm aiEKiLt^ *^* m'Trtid to liM* positian viiere Hood 
tlusui^ jjj <3f/«v4itr«tti'/D whlx r->j- Fair- l»*d f^^iiciiT, frcon viiicii oiir final ad- 
fax, ijf Iji/sjLipiir*^\iSUdff. and lizard ^aa** xipc*n Ihf enemT vas made. 
Geu, J>3*;'if dji-^s^^i'/u t/> ^iifri. Aiid«-- -Whiif v<- vere moving through 
wm, Hti\jtsiiuiXvili\ a^ ^v«i by the the v<K«ds. before czicomitering any 
hiUi Th^K liufHii jjj the letter frt>m inDantry fire, one of the guides, in- 
which you have ^iWAAA in a note on. st<ead of keeping a stzaight lii^^of 
P^^ ^'''' direction to the front, seemed bent 
^^}ur djviHiorj wa** the reserve of np<:»n e»informing to my movements, 
tbe army, and the pf^itiou we then vhieh were gH.»verned by the nature 
held wa« jiiHt aUiUt the centre, of the ground. Lt.-Ool. Fielding L. 
When we njov<^J t/i the left, and Taylor, of our re^omient, a man of 
flight Jy U} the rear, with a view of pions habit and eopnservative in daily 
rmi and rationi^ should time permit, ^^- ^as, as will be remembered, a 
we en^HKefJ the turnpike and s^j came swearer worthy of Flanders when 
in rtmr of J'a^tkt^fn'H line. Just at once in the smoke of combat; and, at 
that time tpiummtfii the terrific fight last.hebrokeout.'D — ^n the adjutant, 
in the rallnKui cut, in which Talia- sir; and d — n you, too; it's no busi- 
{i*jro^H diviMion was s^i nearly over- ness of yours where A^ goes. Why the 
vAftuitf and in which the menVought ^ — 1 don't you follow your nose!" 
with cluhlx^fi guns and stones. Jaek- The poor fellow, bewildered before 
mn mui fnv aid, and we were order- l>y the signs and sights of his first 
wl up. \n arlvancing we passixl so battle, was worse confounded by 
nitJir our co<iking-f»imp that the de- this sulphurous blast from his usu 
tail came out to W545 their comrades ally placid and agreeable officer; and 
march inU> battle, and one of the shortly afterwai^ds he took advan 
crooks hand<Hl nic a pone of l>read tage of a confusion worse thau his, 
and hunk of jHnk, which 1 divided and took a straight line for the rear, 
with Major May, and devoured as following his nose so successfully iu 
we hurric^l on. W(^ forni(»d line un- the new direction that he never re- 
cicr Hliclling, our right nesting on the turned to the regiment during the 
^plkc, and cxp<*cte(l to Ix; led direct- war, nor have I overseen him since, 
ly foiward into the presence of the ^^The night of the battle the 
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wounded were treated at a field hos- — this time in the person of Mr. W. 

pital aboat three miles from the H. Spratley, of Greensville county, 

scene of engagement. It rained, of who acted as banker, mother and 
oourse, and we had no shelter, Ijut father as well, to the party until he 
lots of coffee and brandy which Jack- delivered us into the hands of the 
son had captured at Manassas June- medical director at Gkjrdonsville. 
tion a few days before, and the men Here, with rare good fortune, we 
did not complain of the weather, met Mr. Andrew Kevan and Capt. 
By some accident, when the army Xat Harrison,* and our troubles were 
moved forward, Buck Kevan, George at an end. The doctors had orders 
May, E. G. Jolly, and myself were to pass no wounded on to Richmond, 
left by the side of the road under an but fortunately the secretary of war 
oak tree, without any provision for was my kinsman, and a telegram 
our care or removal. I had my brought quick orders for our release, 
horse and negro boy, and so alone and that we should be furnished a 
for twenty -foui* hours we obtained hospital c^ir and sent on at once. 
no food or even water. Finally Col. The uext day we reached home, the 
Eobt. B. Boiling drove by, return- first to arrive of the wounded at Ma- 
ing from a trip to look after the safe- nassas, and received such ministra- 
ty of two of his boys who were with tions as well repaid all that had 
Stuart's cavalry, and he, taking us been endured on the journey. Jolly 
one at a time in his barouche, re- lost his arm, but George May never 
moved the party to the house of Mrs. recovered from the effects of his 
Dade in Hay market. Here we lay woimd, and was never able again 
for a week, receiving every possible to take up arms for the cause to 
attention from our hosts; but they which his family gave so much 
had been stripped of everything, priceless blood, and lingered not 
and we were a burden upon their long enough to know the pangs of 
poverty. Our wounds were undress- defeat. 

ed for many days, and we were in a ^^I omitted to say that the Federal 
bad way generally when Major J. ea^valry ro<le in upon us twice dur- 
Arthur Johnston happened along ing our stay at Haymarket, but did 
and supplied me with enough money not consider us fit subjects for cap- 
to meet our wants and hire a wagon ture, or even to be paroUnl. I be- 
to haid ustoCulpeper Court-House. lieve they sent a squad to hunt up 

All four of us were badly wounded, 

and the trip through the Gap, over *Capt. Nath'l C. Harrison, of Potereburff. 

, i.ix J I- ill Va., the mention of whose name recalls 

rocks that seemed as big as tables, nj^ny pleasant memories to the surviving 

and in a vehicle totally innocent of members of the 12th Virginia regiment. 
springs, was an experience of such For two years— from the time the regiment 

PYniiisite -ir^onv ns to defv descrin- ^^^*^ P*^ *" ^^^ campaign around Rich- 
exquisiie «i|?ony as to aei> iitscrip ^^^^ ^^ ^j^^ summer of 1862 until its return 

tion. At \Varrenton the mercenary to Petersburg with the Army of Northern 

driver threatened to leave us to the Virginia in the summer of 1864— this gen- 

mereyof the hospitals (which were ^'5'?*^ ^^.^^^^^^^ ?' *7*kJ».V.^^^^^^^^ 

^ -- % . *\ T i_ 1 X nished and maintained by the people of Pe- 

full of gangrene), because T had not tersburg and bearing supplies to the Pe- 
money enough in hand to pay /;* nd- tersburg boys in that regiment, sent by lov- 
vance his exorbitant chargers. But *"« friends at home made regular trips 

. 4.1 ^ ri ^ 1 C3 '4. . ^.^^^A from Pet4»r8burg to the camps of the regi - 

again the Good Samaritan appeared ^^^^^ ^^,^ his arrival was always hailed 

on the scene at the moment of need with the greatest delight. 
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Gen. Mahone, who was near Aldie, ment of the brigade, and was in po- 

but he managed to evade the search, sition and came very near getting 

^^ Another fact, closely connected into trouble before the other regi- 
with the history of our regiment ments arrived. When the 12th and 
during the chmpaignsof 1862, should 6th came up they were put in on the 
be mentioned: James D. William- left of the 16th. The 41st was guard- 
son, whose* name occurs among the ing another x)ass, and the battle was 
killed at Second Manassas, was the fought, if I remember correctly, by 
color-bearer in our ^ ^baptism of the IGth, 12th and 6th. We had 
blood" at Seven Pines. His hesi- several killed and a good many ta- 
tatiouj^ under a conflict of orders, ken prisoners (I write this after 
was mistaken for want of courage by talking with some of my men who 
one of his superiors, and, without op- were there). I was at the time act- 
portunity for defense, he was de- ing quartermaster and commissary, 
prived of the colors on the field and and, though not compelled to go into 
degraded from his position. For this fight, did so, and saw the whole 
months he bore bravely the unde- movement of the enemy, and was 
served stigma, but went about his with or near our artillery when it 
duty like one weary of life; and fired on the enemy. Moreover, I 
though the harsh and cruel edict came very near being killed, as I 
was never withdrawn by the officer was told next day by Col. Parham. 
who issued it, the victim had the His words were, ^You d — d fool, 
sympathy and respect of his com- you ought to have been killed. Who 
rades throughout the ordeal, and at ever heard of a commissary going 
Manassas he fell in the fore-front of into a fight !' I knew Parham well, 
the fight, and found his vindication and of course understood. The next 
in a hero's death. His unjust judge day, in the presence of <ien. Wil- 
did not long survive him, and his cox, he complimented me on *ra- 
faults may be remembered with tioning the men with cartridges.^ 
greater charity, in that he too met a Parham was a glorious, brave man, 
soldier's end, and met it bravely. a good fellow and the best curser 
****** when he chose I ever heard." 

^^I wish I had time while my mind ^^ ^ j^^^ ^ Patterson, of Pe- 
ls on these subjects to touch on some ^ , ^r ^ • X xV Ti 
incidents connected with Turner's t^^sburg, Va., referring U> the Ber- 
paper on the 6th of May at the Wil- ry Stainback and Buck Johnson in- 
derness; but I have stolen an hour cident mentioned in the note atx)age 
to scribble the above for you, which, 43^ gays : 

or part of which, you m^y be able ajt^as Berry Stainback, not Buck 

to work into the appendix.^' Johnson, who carried the blanket 

Ck)l. Thos. W. Smith, of Suffolk, and who got captured, the boys said, 
Va., who was a lieutenant in Com- when he found that Buck, his i)art- 
pany A, 16th Virginia Infantry, Ma- ner, was a prisoner. ^The bomb- 
hone's brigade, in a letter 'dated P?"^^ ^?^\1' given Berry was not 
A 4. ^ ?ono r • 4. ^i K ^ givGn him 'a few days previously,' 
August 7, 1892, referring to the bat- ^,,^ ^^ ^^le day of the battle of Cramp- 
tie of Crampton's Gap, says : ton's Gap. A few hours before the bat 

^^The 16th regiment was ordered tie Berry said tome, *Pat, I am tired 

to the Gap before any other regi- of marching up and down these d—d 
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nouutains. Please detail me to cook ed condition indeed. My cap had 
bo-day.' I complied with his re- no brim. The sleeves of my jacket 
^iiest, but the battle had scarcely were worn out and were ragged at 
opened before Berry came up to our the elbows, and I was bare-footed 
line. I said to him, ^I thought I and dirty. As the regiment march- 
had detailed you to cook.' His re- ed through the town I marched 
ply was, ^Oh, h — 1 ! I could not along with it, on or near the side- 
stay with that crowd of bummers walk. We halted a minnte or two 
and wagon-dogs.' " in front of a door in which stood a 

Mr. Jno. E.Crow, of Wilmington, ^^^^ pretty young woman wearing 
^^ ^ , ' , j,^^ ^ ^^ apron of the United States col- 

N . C, who was a member of the Pe- ^^ j ^j^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^.^ 

tersburg Eiflemen, Co. E, 12th Vir- me for a minute or so, and then, in 
ginia Infantry, Mahone's brigade, in the most contemptuous way, with a 
a letter dated October 23, 1892, ac- ^^^^ ^^ ^^r face, said to ine, ^You 

knowledging the receipt of a copy of «^^ ^ "^^ ^^1^ Vv!""! ."'^^^^^^ 
rl r^ X . . x^ n ragamuffin rebel!' What impressed 

a pamphlet containing the advance „^e at the time most was the spirit 
sheets of this book, embracing the she manifested under the circum- 
Maryland campaign and the battle of stances, the ^rebel' army, as she call - 
ChancellorsviUe, gives the foUowing ^ i^> i^ possession of the city and 

interesting account of his experiences ®^f , Perfectly defiant. 

. ^, «, ^ , ^ . ^^Just before the battle of Cramp - 

m the Maryland campaign: ton's Gap Billy Douglas* and myself 

*'The pamphlet containing the ad- were sitting together, both bare-foot- 

iresses about the 'Maryland Cam- ed and excused from duty by the 

paign of 1862' and 'Chancellors\ille' surgeon on account of our condition, 

came to hand yesterday. I have Our regiment was then commencing 

read both, and been profoundly in- to move from our camp in Pleasant 

terested from the beginning to the Valley to the Gap. Col. Allen Par- 

end — the Maryland campaign espe- ham, who was commanding the bri- 

eially, having been all along there gade, had known Douglas as a boy 

in propria persona, I was not at long before the war, I think. At 

ChancellorsviUe, as I was serving on any rate he said to us, ^ What are 

that 'detail' mentioned in my recent you boys doing there!' We told him 

letter to you about the battle of the ^o were bare-footed, and that our 

Crater. Cameron's description is f'^t were in such bad condition we 

iimply splendid . had been excused from duty . 'Boys, ' 

****** said he, 'the enemy are advancing 

"In crossing the Potomac at Lees- "P^^ "®5 ^^^^® ^ ^ ®^^® ^^^1 behind 
burg I lost my shoes, and went which we will fight, and you can shoot 
through the Maryland campaign *^^™ ^^^^ ^i^® squirrels.' There - 
t)are-footed. Those of us in this de- ^^^ ^i^^ Douglas and myself 
plorable fix had not only to contend t)uckled on our accoutrements and 
writh the sore and tender bottoms of followed behind the regiment as best 
)ur feet, but our feet M^ere also sun- ^® could. \\Tien we got up to them 
3urned and blistered on top, which ^^® regiments were all in Une at the 
iras equally painful. Going through foot of the mountain, the 12th in 
BYederick city I wa« in a dilapidat- ~*yii^i>'^^, of Florida. 
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the centre, the 6th on the left, and fast as I can. I can see numbers of 
the 16th on the right. The stone the enemy, and I am careful to take 
wall turned out to be a few stones on the most deliberate aim. Every now 
the ground, on which was built a and then I could hear our wounded 
rail fence — at least this was all I and their friends call for the ambu- 
saw that might be called a 'stone lance corps. Joe Maclin, I remem- 
fence.' ber, was one. He went in and came 

''As I catne to our line the pickets out under this terrific fire several 
were firing. Lieut.-Col. Fielding times. I did not think itwaspos- 
Taylor was lying down. He had sible for him to escape. I noticed a 
been sick and was using a cane— a young hog come running behind 
gold-headed cane I am pretty sure, as our line from the direction of the 
you will see later on. I said to him, form lot where the horse was. 1 
'Colonel, I am a volunteer fighter to- thought to myself, 'How can Joe 
day, and would like to choose my Maclin escape!'* I saw him bearing 
own position, which shall be behind off a wounded man. I 'haUoed^ to 
this tree, if you have no objection, him, 'Joe! I am nearly out of am- 
rather than lie down behind that munition.' Hearing me, he cutoff 
fence. I can load much faster.' I was the cartridge box from the wounded 
then near an oak tree. He replied, soldier whom he was carrying out 
'You can do as you choose, but you and threw it to me. In that light I 
will be more exposed behind that must have gotten in sixty to seventy 
tree, as the enemy can see you from rounds. Joe has told me since the 
the flank.' ^ar that he thinks I must have fired 

"Up to'this time I had carried the ^^^^ "^^^^ ^^?^ ^';^^^ ^^.^''^^J J 
same Enfield rifle that I started in ^^^ ^y cartridge box full, and he . 
the war with, and I believe I had f ^^ ^^^ one he threw me had only a I 
gotten my marksmanship down to a ^^^ 5>^*' .^he tree behind which I 
fine point with this gun. Fi-om this ^^^"^^ received a dozen mmnie balls 
position I could see the enemy's ^VT^' the bark flying in my fece. 
main line and reserves coming up. ^he fire was enfilading. 
On the left I could see them coming. "Soon our fiie slackened for want 
I saw a horse loose in a lot cavort- of ammunition. Bill Andrews, the 
ingin the most excited way. I won- driver of the ordnance wagon, had 
dered what would become of him, come as near to us as possible to 
when the firing opened from both supply us. The enemy soon found 
lines, there being only skirmishing out our weakness in this re8i)ect and 
now. I go to loading and firing as prepared to charge. CJol. Taylor was 

*Jo8. J. Maclin, of Petersburg, Va., who near by. Their attention was just at this 
did not escape the enemy's missiles. Mr. time drawn oft from me, seeing which I 
Jos. Edwin Spotswood, of the same place, took advantage of it, seized my rifle and 
says: "Joe Maclin was wounded as we made darted down the west side of the mountain, 
our way up the mountain slope- I came My captors fired several shots at me, but 
across him on my way up and took him on it was getting dark and they could not see 
my back to the Gap and left him at what I me. About the foot of the mountain I 
thought was a safe place. I then went into came upon some of our regiment — Capts. 
the woods, trying to find our men, but was R. W. Jones and Jno. T. Clements I remem- 
suddenly surrounded by a number of the ber A line of battle was formed in acorn- 
enemy — Germans — and surrendered. They field, and in this position we remained un- 
gave me some crackers to eat and told me til morning." 
to put my rifle by the side of a cliff of rocks 



wotinded only a few steps from me. 
The enemy started forward, led by 
an officer riding a sorrel horse. This 
officer I wishwl t« shoot, and at- 
tempted to load my gun for that 
purpose, having Jaet fired it. I had 
noticed for several shots that mygim 
had become very foul, and it was 
difficnlt to drive the ball home. 
This time I got the ball down some 
six inches from the muzzle. I could 
not get it further, although I seized 
a stone and hammered the rod. It 
is fijced in my memory, whether cor- 
rectly or not I cannot say, that Gen. 
Reno was that officer. 
"When we had to retire I grab- 
[ bed up Col. Taylor's goId-heatle<l 
[ cane, thinking at the time that 
I whether he lived or died this cane 
i would be historically prized by his 
[ family. I stuck the small end in the 
muzzle of my gim and started up the 
^mountain. Very soon Capt. John 
* Patterson was shot. As I was going 
j up the mountain I saw a Federal sol- 
I dier draw a t>ead on me and I made 
Fanyself small behind a small hicko- 
[jry. He plumbed the centre of the 
'tree. Onmy sideof it,thelickaound- 
i«d like 3 cannon ball had hit it. 
^^Preeently Cobb's legion opened fire. 
lJ -was between the lines. I could not 
fget along any faster. My feet were 
[so sore I got down on my hands and 
' laiees and crawled safely through 
Cobb's line of battle, and then 
straightened up. Gen. Cobb was 
Tight by, and saw the cane sticking 
out of the end of my gun. 'What's 
that you've got therel' he aske<l me, 
undoubtedly thinking at first sight 
that I had some new patent gun . I 
told him it was Col. Taylor's cane 
in the end of my gun, which was so 
foul I could not fire it. 'Throw it 
down and get another gun,' he said. 
I was now near our ordnance wagon, 
and threw in my gun and Col. Tay- 



lor's cane, and got another gun. 

"Night was now coming on, the 
enemy still pushing us back, and we 
firing in retreat. We would get in 
sfiuads, fire and fall back to another 
sqimd behind us. I recollect that 
Air, Bruce GwjTin and myself had 
fired on the head of the enemy's col- 
umn, when, looking to our rear, we 
saw about 100 of oui- own men about 
to fire through us on the same col- 
umn . We fell on our faces to the 
ground and crawled into our lines. 

"Darkness coming on, we went 
back into I'leasant Valley. My feet 
were so cut to pieces that I was 
thrown into an ambulance and sent 
to Charlestown with the wounded. 
I was hobbling about the street when 
a lady came to her door and called 
me. ^he said she had a pair of 
shoes that belonged to her son, off in 
the army, which had been slightly 
worn. 'My daughter,' she said, 
'saw your condition from the win- 
dow and wished to offer the shoes to 
you, but was ashamed to do so, and 
b^ged me to do so,' 'I am an old 
lady with a son in the army,' she 
continued, 'and you must not mind 
taking them from me under the cir- 
cumstances,' I appreciated the kind 
intent, accepted the shoes, and 
thanked her for them. They fitted 
me well, and I wore them a long 
time — indeed, until I got a pair sent 
from home. 

"I have a poor memory fornames, 
and I may not bo correct about the 
name of the lady by whom Ned 
Aiken was so tenderly nursed and 
in whose house he was. I think 

she was a Mrs, N . Tayleure 

can tell yon, as he doubtless remem- 
bers the name, I saw him in Balti- 
more in 18Cf>, I think, and he talked 
over that (to me) sweetest memory. 

Mrs, N had a nieco living with 

her, a Miss Lizzie , for whom 



I 
I 
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I cherish the tenderest feeUngs for immense white horn-button discol 
her gentleness, sweetness and kind- ored and brown from use. My 
ness to me. I was frequently in and jacket was out at the elbows, which 
out of the house, helping to nurse 1 have already mentioned. I was 
Ned Aiken especially, ofmy own com- shod with the shoes I have already 
pany, and the other wounded sol- referred to, but had no socks. This 
diers who were there — seven, I was the figure I cut before that love- 
think, in all — and to relieve as far ly little woman, whose winning ways 
as I could the burden of care upon went straight to my heart, 
these noble ladies. I determined "We had a splendid dinner, fin- 
that I would assist them, but would ished up with pears and grapes. Af- 
not allow myself to accept their hos- ter dinner Miss Lizzie said, *Come 
pitality, already taxed so severely, with me," with a kind of delicious 
as I was getting my rations at the mystery in the tone of her voice and 
hospital, a church being temporarily manner. She led the way up stairs 
used for the purpose. Even here we and ushered me into the most 
were not allowed to Uve upon the charming little Ubrary— her own- 
'commissary department*; the ladies the personification of her own sweet 
supplied us with everything nice, self. All the appointments were of 
even the most delicious fruit being exquisite taste and there was an air 
added to our bill of fare. A great of coziness about it that was irresis- 
many of our regiment had made ac- tibly pleasing. I dubbed it dream^ 
quaintances here during the John lana. I realized now that niysteri- 
Brown trial. Several companies otis something was about to be made 
from Petersburg, you know, were known. She said : *I will send you 
sent to Charlestown at that time. I a box of cigars and a cup of coffee, 

recollect a Miss Jennie H , and you can amuse yourself while 

whose kindness knew no limit, with you sip your coffee and smoke (if 

other ladies of the family. you are a smoker), and be sure you 

"I had been in one day to see send me that jacket. I have already 

Ned Aiken at Mrs. N 's, and, secured your cap, and you are now 

knowing it was near her dinner my prisoner.' 

time, I started out the back-way to "She then left me to my own 
the hospital to escape being seen, thoughts. By the time I had fin- 
As I passed out Miss Lizzie ished my delightful reverie the jack- 
was looking after affairs in the kitch- et was sent back with the elbows 
en and she stopped me, and insisted both patched in the neatest way. 
on my taking dinner. I begged to When I came down stairs my cap 
be excused, and urged that I was had a new brim and I was aghw 
needed at the hospital. 'I will take with an indescribable sense of my 
no excuse,' she said ; 'something good luck and improved condition, 
must be done after dinner, and it is 1 now felt ready to march, my feet 
necessary you should be here.' Her having gotten well, and I informed 
charming manner and that 'some- these ladies that I would the next 
thing' £ed the matter, and I re- morning reioin my regiment, which 
mained. Let me describe my ap- I had heard was at Bunker HiU, on 
pearance : My cap was without any or near the Winchester turnpike, 
orim. I was wearing a shirt made and that I expected to leave very 
of bed-ticking — a streak of blue, a early in the morning, and that I had 
steak of yeUow, and a streak of come to say good-bye. Hearine 
white, adorned at the collar by an this, Miss Lizzie said to me, "I wiQ 
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not say good-bye dow, Tou mast 
oome in the morning before you 
start and tell as goodbye.' I re- 
plied that I would be glad to do so, 
but that I had a long march before 
me and as I wanted to make the 
regiment before dark I must Btart 
before they were up. Miss Lizzie 
replied, 'Yoa come any way. You 
will be apt to fiud us up, We get 
up very early.' I then went to the 
commissary and got a haversack 
and some hard-tack, and by day- 
break I was ready. According to 

promise I went to Mrs. N 's 

Bouse, fearing I was too early. I 
tapped at the door and Mrs, N— — 
came forward and invited me in. 
I thanked her for all she had done 
for me and bid her good-bye, crest- 
fallen, however, because I did not 
see Miss Lizzie anywhere about. 
"Feeling diffident about askingf or 
her BO early iu the morning, I shook 

hands with Mrs. N ■ and started 

to "o, when she remarked, 'You will 
find Lizzie iu the parlor, She is 
waiting there to tell you good-bye.' 
I went at once to the parlor and 
there found Miss Lizzie. As I en- 
tered the room she came forward at 
once, and said, 'I know you will have 
a long march to-day, and have fixed 
you up a haversack to carry along. 
Leave yours here.' It flashed upon 
me that she had intended to fix up 
this haversack for me as soon as she 
learned of my intention to start ear- 
ly in the morning, to surprise as 
well as to please me. As the haver- 
sack was handed me she gave me 
both hands, and we said good-bye. 
Not another word could 1 speak. 
With these recollections of the place 
I can say that the tenderest and 
sweetest memories of the war linger 
around Oharlestowu," 

CHANCELLOIiSVI LLE . 
Mr. Wm. C. Smith, of Nashville, 



Teun., of Company B, 12th Virginia I 
Infantry, Mahone's brigade, whose 
statements in reference to the bat- | 
ties of the ^'ilderness and the Cra- 
ter, appear respectively at pages 96 
and 184 of this book, furnishes the ] 
following interesting statement de- 
scriptive of what ti-anspii'ed with a J 
detachment of men doing duty at j 
Germanna Ford just before the bat- 
tle of Chanccllorsville: 

"I think it was the latter part of 
■Tanuarj-, 1M63, that Mahone's brig- 
ade of Virginians, and Posey's brig- 
ade of Miasissippians, were remo\'ed 
from their respective camps near 
Fredericksburg, to a new position 
near the United States Ford on Bap- 
pahaunock River, about four miles 
from its confluence with the Bapi- 
dau. We were in bivouac here the 
remainder of the wint<?r, and until 
the aggressive movement of Hook- 
er's army the latter part of April, 
lSfi3, which culminated iu the bat- 
tle of ChanceUorsville. About three 
weeks before the battle of Chancel- 
lorsville a detail of one hundred and 
twenty men, including officers, waa 
made from the two brigades {Ma- 
hone's and Posey's) aud placed un- 
der the command of Capt. J. E. Ty- 
ler, of Company D, of the 12th Vir- 
ginia regiment, with orders to re- 
port to Capt. Collins, chief engineer 
of CJen, J. E. B. Stuart's stalT, at 
Germanna Ford, on the Rapidan 
River, for the purpose of building a 
bridge across this river at that point. 
Two days afterweirds the writer was 
detailed by special order, on a re- 
quisition from Capt. Collins of the 
engineer corps, and directed to pro- 
ceed to Germanna Ford and report 
to that officer. On my arrival there 
I was given immediate charge of the 
construction of the bridge eontem- 



I 
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plated, which had been ordered to diately engaged in the work of con- 
facilitate the movement of Gren. J. struction, were on the north side of 
E. B. Stuart's horse artillery, then the river, when the news reached ns 
in camp at Culpei)er Court-House, of the advance of the enemy across 
in anticipation of a movement of the Eappahannock at Ely's Ford, 
the Federal army against Gen. Lee.* ''I directed the men to go at once 

^'The facilities afforded me by to their quarters across the river for 

Capt. Collins for the construction of their arms and accoutrements, and 

the bridge were of the most meagre to return and resume their work; 

and primitive kind, and several that, if the reports of the advance 

day's delay was occasioned thereby, of the enemy were true they would 
I exx)ected him, as a matter of then be ready for any emergency, 

course, to furnish the design and ''The first boat load of these fifty 

details of construction, including men had been at work but a few 

the necessary tools, ropes, etc., and minutes when it became evident 

waited several days for them, but that the reports heard earlier in the 

they were not forthcoming; where- momingwere not idle rumors. Capt. 

ui)on, at the suggestion of Capt. Ty- Tyler took me into consultation with 

ler, who seemed to appreciate the him as to the situation and plan of 

importance of its speedy completion, action. In the meantime Capt. Jas. 

I made the necessary surveys of the Smith, of Company E, 41st Virginia 

site, and from these latter made the regiment, was ordered by Capt. Ty- 

design and details of the bridge.* ler to take ten men, and with them 

''The work of construction was to proceed to the north side of the 

progressing rapidly when, on the river and advance some distance on 

morning of April 28th, 1863, 1 think the Culpeper road from the north 

it was, we were advised that the abutment of the bridge, and there to 

enemy was crossing the Eappahan- establish a picket i)ost, so that the 

nock at Ely's Ford. We gave little men working at the north abutment 

credence to the report at first, but of the bridge would have warning 

at a later hour, about 10 o'clock in the event of the approach of the 

A. M., the report was confirmed by enemy. The residue of the detail, 

Lieut. Price, of the engineer cori)s, about sixty men, were divided into 

one of Capt. Collins' assistants. three squads and x)osted on the 

"We had commenced our opera- south side of the river as follows : 

tions of building the bridge from the "Squad Xo. 1 was i)Osted on the 

north side of the Eapidan, and right at the ford, Capt. J. E. Tyler, 

had three spans of it completed on commanding in person. Squad No. 

the morning referred to, though all 2, was i)osted on the left at the Old 

the men of Capt. Tyler's detail were Mill building, with an officer from 
quartered in the Old Mill building the 16th Mississippi regiment in 

on the south side of the river at Ger- command, while squad No. 3 was 

manna. Hence, those of the detail, jwsted in the centre, at a point di- 

about fifty men, who were imme- rectly opposite to and commanding 

*After the battle of ChaDcellorsville a commissioned office in the engineer corps 

petition signed by the regimental and com- in recognition of his services at Germanna 

pany officers of the 12th regiment, and oth- Ford, but it was not granted, on the ground 

er officers of the brigade, and approved by that Virginia had received her quota of ap- 

Gens. Mahone, Anderson and A. P. Hill, pointments to this corps— a weU merited 

asked the appointment of Mr. Smith to a compliment.— G. S. B. 
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the approach to the northern abut- eeuding the hill behind ob. I stop- 
ment to the bridge, with the writer ped for a moment or two before 
in charge. reaching the crest of the hill, and, on 

"Thefle details had been deter looking ovei- the river, I aaw a line 
mined upon and aiTanged only a few of battle presenting a front of nearly 
minutes K'fore it became neeesaary a mile in length, with several pieces 
for every man tn get at once to hia of artillery in battery ready for ac- 
post. tiou. In this action we lost among 

The last boat load of the fifty men those engaged on the sooth side of 
who, with their arms and accoutre- ^^^ river one killed and one wound- 
ments, had re crossed to the north ed. The fifty men who returned to 
Bide of the river for the purpose of the north side with their arms and 
reenming their work, had scarcely accoutrements t« lesume work on 
reached the top of the river bank be- the bridge were all captured. A. 
fore it became necessary to deploy few men of the respective sqnada 
as a line of ekirmishers and go at posted on the south bank of the 
once into action. river were also captural, among 

"Capt. James Smith, of Company tl"^™ Capt. J. Edward Tyler. 
E, of the 41st Virginia regiment, "Tt"® cavalry of the enemy fol- 
who was guarding the Culpeper lowed us very rapidly, but we man- 
road with his ten men, heard the aged to elude them by keepii^ to 
firing in his rear, in the direction of the woods, and at the same time 
the bridge, and on attempting to keeping the road in view. In thU 
reach the bridge came upcra the i-ear way we retreated parallel with the 
of a Fedei'al line of skirmishers. He Culpeper road until we reached the 
was not observed by them, however, Frederickshm^ and Orange Court- 
and, quickly directing his men to fol- House plank road, about 4 o'clock 
low him, made his escape by a move- P- M. Here we concluded to halt 
ment to the right, under cover of for the night, or at least until wft 
the nndergrowth, some distance up could hear from Gen. Mahone. 
the river, where he wiis fortunate "It wa« nearly sunset when a cou- 
in finding a boat with which to cross rier arrived from Gen. Mahone with 
to the south side of the Eapidau. an order that a reconuoissance be 
In the meanwhile squads Kos, 1, 2 made towards Germanna Ford, to 
and 3 on the south side had become ascertain the sti'ength of the enemy 
engaged with the advance line of advancing by that route. Being fa- 
skirmishei-E of the enemy, who lined miliar with the topography of the 
the northern bank of the river. Oui' country, 1 determined to make this 
firing was kept up until our ammu- investigation in person, and called 
nitiou was well nigh exhausted, for two volunteers to accompany me. 
when, according to the previous Two young men of the detail, who 
agreement as to the plan of action, belonged to Capt. Thos. F. Owens' 
the men were directed to retire, one company, from Norfolk, responded 
at a time, and to assemble at a cer- as volunteers for the business in 
tain point beyond the hill in ourim- hand. I regret very much that I 
mediate rear. In this way we re- cannot recall their names. They 
treated from our respective posi- were gallant and fearless, and both 
Uons, and I shall never forget the were gentlemen of culture and re-' 
sight presented to my viw on as- flnement. At sunset we were abont 



I 
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starting on our mission, when we company me, the writer started on 
saw on a hill, half a mile distant, a his scouting exx>edition towards Ger- 
squad of soldiers. At first we manna, to ascertain if the enemy 
thought they were Federals. Final- were advancing by that route in any 
ly they were induced to come a little considerable force. It was now 
nearer, and then there was a mutual about twilight. The writer being 
recognition. quite familiar with the country be- 

'^It proved to be Capt. James tween the Orange Court-House and 
Smith, of Company E, of the 41st Fredericksburg plank road, we had 
Virginia regiment, with his detail of no diflaculty in reaching the resi- 
ten men, who had been sent in the deuce of Mr. Dempsey, who lived at 
morning as an advance picket to the distance of about half a ndle 
guard the Culpeper road beyond the west from Oermanna. From this 
northern abutment of the bridge we point we were guided by an old 
were constructing at Grermanna. friend of Mr. Demi)sey's by way of 

''A short distance beyond the a hog path through a pine thicket to 
northern abutment of the bridge the open field at Germanna, over 
there was a small and apparently which we had efifected our retreat 
unimportant road branching off to in the morning. Here we found a 
the right from the Culpeper road, but very large body of the enemy in 
Capt. Smith went some distance be- camp. Having obtained all the in- 
yond this fork in the road, with a formation we desired, we returned 
view to guarding the main road at to the residence of Mr. Dempsey, and 
what was thought to be a more impor- from there retraced our steps to the 
taut point, not thinking for a moment point on the plank road at its June- 
that the enemy would advance by tion with the Culpeper road, fix)m 
the small road referred to, but, be- which we had started in the even- 
fore reaching his destination, he ^Sj reaching there about one o'clock 
heard firing in his rear in the direc- A. m. 

tion of the bridge, and he at once '<Gen. Mahone's courier was in 
retraced his steps and endeavored waiting, and to him the information 
to reach the bridge, when he came obtained was given. He returned 
upon the rear of a heavy line of to us between four and five o'clock 
skirmishers of the enemy advancing a. M., with an order from Gen. Ma- 
towards the Eapidan Eiver. See- hone to fall back at once to Chan- 
ing that it would be impossible to cellorsville, and in retreating to post 
reach the bridge by the road, he or- a man about every half mile, with 
dered his men to be quiet and to fol- instructions to retire towards Chan- 
low him, and thus, under cover of cellors in from six to eight minutes, 
the bushes and other undergrowth, in this way we retreated towards 
he made his escape with his men as Chancellorsville, arriving there just 
hereinbefore narrated. as a large body of Federal cavalry 

^ 'After the mutual greetings and emerged from the woods into an 
congratvdations were over between open field on our left, immediately 
Capt. Smith's detail and those of us north of the Chancellor house, in 
who had escai)ed from Germanna, full view of us. Seeing this we 
with the two young men from Com- quickened our steps to escape cap- 
pany H, of the 12th Virginia regi- ture. A moment or two afterwards, 
ment; who had volunteered to ac- however, we came ux>on a part of 
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the 12th Virginia regiment under 
the imtacdiate command of Col. E. 
M. Feild, who was apparently con- 
dncting a retreat. Those of us who 
had («caped at Gerniamia went im- 
mediately into ranks with this part 
of the 12th Vligiuia, which was be- 
ii^ very skillfully handled, 

"The skill displayed by Col. Feild 
in conducting the retreat from the 
Chancellor house until we overtook 
the brigade, impressed me most fa- 
vorably with the ability of that gal- 
lant officer." 

THE BATTLK OF THE WILDER- 
NESS. 

Col. Thomas W. Smith, of Suffolk, 
Va., who was wounded at the battle 
of Sppteylvania Court-Hoiiae, in his 
letter from which an exti-act has al- 
ready been taken, referring to the 
lament«d Ben May, says: 

"I would like to tell you all I 
know of poor Ben May. We lay in 
a tobacco barn in Spotsylvania coun- 
ty', which was turned into a hospit'al, 
and we were within a few inches of 
each other. The night he died he 
said to me, 'Tom, I shall die to- 
night,' I tried to cheer him up and 
said, 'Ben, old fellow, we will live 
to fight agaiu.' 'So,' he replied, 
'I'm going to tell yon good-bye for, 
I think, the last time," and with a 
sweet, kind 'good-night' we both 
went to sleep under an opiate the 
surgeon was giving the wounded. 
The next morning my friend, Ben 
May, the gallant color-bearer, was 
dead." 

Professor Richard W. Jones, who 
was m^or of the 12th Va. Infantry, 
Hahone's brigade, writing to Mr. 
B B. Turner, of Petersburg, Va., 




from the University of Mississippi, -I 
underdateof July 16,1892, says: 

"I recall very vividly most of the 
events related by yourself. Gen. Sor- 
rel and others, as given in your ad- 
dress before the A. P. Hill Camp of 
Coufetierate Veterans, I need not 
reiterate these, but mentiou only a 
few things not recited by you: 

"I commanded Company I in that 
battle, and was next to the 41st reg- 
iment, I think. While we were 
charging and driving the enemy in 
that deeply tangled woods, through 
the blinding smoke of the bumiug 
leaves and undergrowth , Private 
James J. Taylor, of my company, 
was struck about the centre of the 
forehead by a minuio baM, He con- 
tinned to go forward and use his ri- 
fle until we halterl near the plank 
road. Then turning to me he call- 
ed my attention to the wound he 
had received. The poor fellow did 
not know how serious it was. I waa 
astonished. The ball had penetrat- 
ed the skull just far enough for the 
posterior end of it to be on a line 
with the skin of the foi-ehead; in 
other words, the minnie ball had 
penetrated ite length. I told him 
the ball had entered and that the 
wound was extremely dangerous, 
and directed him to go to the rear. 
He said he did not need any one to 
go with him, and seemed to be uncon- 
cerned about it. He asked me to 
extract the ball, I told him I pre- 
ferred that the surgeon do that. Ai'- 
ter he reached the field hospital and 
the ball was removed, he became 
delirious and died in a few days. 

"One of the most pathetic scenes 
of the whole war occurred in the 
Wilderness after we had made that 
splendid and successful charge and 
some of our bravest boys had fallen. 
It was their burial. The dead wei-e 
brought to one place. I remember 
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now how John Mingea looked. They see the colors of the regiment on his 
were wrapx>ed in army blankets, a left. I did not see the plank road nn- 
trench was dug hastily with bayo- til we were within a few feet of it." 

nets, the bodies were disposed as 

well as i)ossible • in the shallow 

trench, Dr. (now Bishop) J. C. Gran- THE DEFENSE OF PETERSBUBG 

bery read from a Uttle testament in Capt. Joseph A. Eogers, who oom- 

the most solemn and impressive jnanded one of the companies in Ar- 

manner a bnnal service, and then , , , ^ ,. . ^, ^ ,.. 

we covered the Ufeless forms of our ^^^^'s battalion, in the famous action 

honored and loved comrades with of the 9th of June, 1864, in a letter 

the earth, using our hands for hoes to his grandsons. Masters Beinhold 

and shovels. Many a soldier's eye and Floyd Eogers, sons of Oapt. Geo. 

moistened with tears as he looked j. Rogers, of Eichmond,Va., written 

for the last time on those motionless ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^ , ,. ' ' . 

bodies and then upon the long mound June 7, 1892, from Macon, Ga., af- 

under which they lay. It is true: ter giving them a very interesting 

'the bravest are the tenderest.' account of the battle, closes in the 

"When we started on that charge foUowing timely words, conveying a 

we were commanded to swing round n^ijie and beautiful tribute to the 

to the north, and in doing so we g^Uant Confederates and to the brave 

were ordered to 'dress to the left.' ^ ^ ^ ^, xt. zs' i^ * 

The guide was left as I remember it. ^^^^ ^^^ °^«* ^®°^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ 

In your account of this battle you battle : 

say: 'Our color -bearer, in the ex- 'q have written you boys this be- 

citement of the moment, failed to cause I want to teU you that the 

observe that the other regiments of men who fought and the men who 

of the brigade had halted at the <iied in defence of home and coun- 

plank road. We became detached try in our war were as true x>atriotB 

and passed over the road forty or fifty as ever laid down their lives for 

yards before halting.' I might make home and country in any war. It 

similar quotations from the written ig now over, and we are all one i)eo- 

accounts of others. The i)oint is pie, and I have no malice to the 

this: I think two companies next brave men who opposed us on many 

to the 41st regiment kept their battle-fields, but let my boys remem- 

alignment with the brigade to their ber, and remember always, that it 

left, and the division occurred with- ^as numbers, resources, that over- 

in our own regiment. I do not re- came us, not superior valor. No 

member with certainty just where braver, truer men, ever drew sword 

it occurred, but am certain that a than our Confederates. Honor their 

part of our regiment did not pass memory, strew flowers on their last 

over the plank road.* resting place, and encourage our 

'*I do not know, however, that girls and women to do this to keep 

this is a fact worth preserving, and yet alive their memory to the end of 

it is a fact. The brush was so thick I time. I am an old man now, 76 

doubt whether our color -bearer could years old. I have enjoyed writing 

— — to you to-day; it brings back old 

*Thi8 statement agrees with that of Col. memories, and, though there is some 

Jos. P. Minetree of the 4l8t Va. regiment. ^^S \ ., ' ..r^ ^^ «i^««w»o 

See note page 104. sadness with it, there are pleasures 
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also. The greateflt pleasure of mem- firing, as it was moat effective; and 
ory in old age is of duty taithfully on my not doing ao a second orderly 
performed." came, to whom I explained our lack 

of ammunition and my orders to re- 

THE BATTLE OF THE CRATER. ^^^ tlie number of rounds we had. 

Mr. A. WhitSmith.of Americus, "That the fire vas accurate and 
Ga who was a Henreant of the Oti-v ^ff"'**^*' ^^ shown by the testimony 
Ua., WHO was a sergeant ol tne Utey ^^ j^^^^^ Bowley, ITnited States ar- 
battery, writing from that place on ^y^ ^,-110 ^^^8 in the Crater. He 
the 16th day of August, 1892, says: says : 'A mortar battery also open- 

"Some weeks before the battle of ed on us; after a few shots they got 
the Crater a detachment from the our range so well that the shells 
Otey battery fwhose names are cor- fell directly among na. Many of 
rectly given in Mr. Floumoy's state- them did not explode at all, but a 
ment), and one from Dickinson's few burst directly over us and cnt 
battery, numbering in all thirteen the men down most crcelly. Many 
men, under command of Lieutenant of our troops now attempted to make 
Jack Langhome, were detailed to onr lines, bnt to leave they had bo J 
take chargeof three six-inch mortars runup a slope in full view of the I 
placed in the rear of those guns of enemy, and nearly every man who ^ 
the Otey battery nearest the t^ater. attempted it fell back riddled with 
Lieut. Langhome having returned to bullets.' 

Ms old section of the Otey battery, at "The only man from Dickinson's 
the time of the battle I was in charge battery whose name I remember was 
of the three mortai-s. We know — — , a big raw-boued farmer, in 
that the enemy was mining, and had whose hands I put a musket, and, 
arranged our "platforms so that we placing him in the covered ditch 
ooold bring our pieces to bear on near us, caused him to stop the many 
various points on onr line where the who, in the first consternation of the 
explosion might probably take place, explosion, sought retreat through it 
This was fortunate; for thereby we to the rear. All our men did fiieir 
were enabled to fire rapidly and ac- whole duty, those from the Dickin- 
curately, with little exposure, from son as well as the Otey battery; and 
the time of the explosion until about whilst there were many 'close calls' 
one o'clock, when we ceased firing, not one of us was wounded. The 
as I had orders to reserve ten rounds bravest sight I witnessed that day 
for each mortar, to be used only in was an infantry private coming alone 
case of a chai^ on our lines. o^^ the field to join his company on 

"The explosion of the mine, which the lines through a fire in which it 
took place before sunrise, was most seemed a sparrow could not live, 
terrific, causing the earth and our "We remained at that point many 
bomb-proofs to heave and stagger, months in charge of the mortars, 
arousing os instantly from sleep, afterwards having two nine-inch J 
We immediately opened fire, and guns added; and we were so well I 
continued firing until our shells were thought of after the battle of the * 
redaced to teu to each gun. As Crater, that no matter what requisi- 
soon as we ceased firing an orderly tion wo made for building material 
from the commanding officer in our for our fortifications it was most 
front came, ordering us to continue promptly furnished." 
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Judge Horace H. Borbank, of Sa- make a long story shorty I was con- 
co, Maine, who was captain of Com- stantly with my r^ment up to Bur- 

pany K, 32nd Maine Volunteers, 2nd ^ ^J T'^V^^.,?'''^^^ ?^ * 
t. ' ji fk_j J- • • ^v. winter detail at Hamilton's Crossmg. 

brigade, 2nd division, 9th army ,,^ ^^ , ^ - ^^ \ 

. i. 'i 4. i.1. r^ By the bye, I am ST)ecially prond 

corps, and was captured at the Cra- ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^h^t Uiat our 

ter, writing under date of October magnificently gallant colonel, Col. 
7, 1892, says: Everard M. Feild, sent for me to 

"Eeferring to our conversation on come to his tent. He said to me: 
the cars, I write that I find only 'C^n. Lee has issued an order for a 
this in my diary relating to the oc- detail of two men to do provost duty 
currence of July 30, 1864: at Hamilton's Crossing. It is light 

'' 'July 30, 1864: This morning duty, and it is his wish that the de- 
the fort in our front was blown up, tail be given to two men who have 
and a charge made by the 9th cori)s. ^^^^^ with their commands through 
About 900 prisoners were taken and all the campaigns.' Col. Feild kind- 
77 officers, myself among the num- ly detailed me as one of these two 
ber. The afifair of to-day is a shame- men, and with me a man from the 
ful failure.' " '^Id Grays,' whose name I have for- 

nr T X. ^ r>i r TTT-i • gotten. I may say that with these 

Mr. John E. Crow, of Wibning- l^eeptions I was constantly with my 
ton, N. C, who was a member of the regiment, from Seven Pines to Bur- 
Petersburg Eiflemen, an extract from gess' Mill. Yet the battle of the 
whose letter about the Maryland 'Crater,' after all these years, stands 

campaign appears on page 303, of this °^^^^ ^^P^^ ^^^ indelibly impressed 
, , 7 . . , . . ... UT)on my memory than any other of 

book, in a private letter written ^^^ ^^ "^ "^ 

from that pla<5e, dated October 7, aj recollect that at this time the 
1892, acknowledging the receipt of a army in the trenches was divided 
copy of a pamphlet containing the into three reliefe, and did guard du- 
advance sheets of this book relating ty every night. I was sleeping with 
to the battle of the Crater, gives the M^e Bernard— bl^ his soul!- 
^ „ , . ^ Z r.' and had just come ofif duty when we 

foUowing graphic a<5count of his ex- ^^^^ ^^^^^^ .^^ 1^^ I remember 

periences in the battle: the immense column of dust, smoke 

''There is no battle of the war so and debris, as it rose gigantically in 
deeply impressed upon my memory the early morning, between day- 
as the 'Crater,' notwithstanding I break and sunrise, with the east for 
was with my regiment at Seven a background. I remember well the 
Pines, through the Chickahominy, conversation between Capt. Wm. 
the second tattle of Manassas, into Norbome Starke and Meade Ber- 
Maryland to Crampton's Gap, where nard, mentioned in the latter 's state- 
you were severely wounded and taken ment, and I noticed the earnestness 
prisoner. I was bare-footed at of each. While they were moving 
Crampton's Gap and had my feet along talking a solid shot, the only 
so cut to pieces that I was unable to one I saw in motion during the war, 
do duty at Sharpsburg; indeed, I came rolling (nearly spent) towards 
had to be carried to Charlestown me, and I was about to put out my 
hospital in an ambulance. Well, to foot to stop it, when one of these gen- 
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tlemen hallooed to me, '"Get out the was to be done miLil be Aotw quickly, 
wayl It will break your leg!' When It was said at thetimethatCapt. Gi- 
Meade rejoined the line he told me rardey, that gallant Georgian, voiced 
tliat Capt. Starke said that there this impulse by the command to 
wassomedeaperate work ahead; that 'forward!' and I believe it. I have 
fifteen stands of Fedei-al colors had always believed, too, that there was 
been counted in our line tlien occu- a spootaneons impulse felt by every 
pied by the enemy. man and officer alike, and that the 

"I remember well the shot that command was given by several at 
plunged into Hannon's pond a« we the same moment; for, under the in- 
paflsed along by thepond. Iremem- spiration of this impidae, the entire 
ber our emerging into the opeu I'le rose as one man. I east my 
field up the ravine. I did not see eyes np the line and it was like a 
Gen. Mahone, but it was passed np "Iress parade. I was a sei^eant at 
the line that he was near, and that tb« Mnie, and my position was in 
one of the bovs said, 'General, no reai- on the left of my company, and, 
prisoners to-day, but the black flag.' tl»« ^^^ '^'Qg in ^ont, I was thrown 
I remember a little mortar, which I "ext the 41st. Having made up my 
have since been told, perhaps erro- mind that it was safer to go ou to 
neonsly, belonged to Miller's North the works than to halt, or be forced 
Carolina battery. Ton will remera- back, should such a catastrophe hap- 
ber my water -drinking propensity, pen, at the command to forward, I 
Well, I was very thirsty, and asked rushed through the gap between the 
the men at the mortar for 'a drink.' 12th and 41at regiments to the front, 
One of them handed me an old esirth- and weU remember the splendid liue 
en jug with a cottoutwiue string of advance. This move threw me 
tied around the neck, the handle more with the 41st, among whom I 
having been broken off. There was *3id most of my fightiug that day, 
a oomradeahip and a heartiness with Pit Stith being the only man of our 
that drink of water I shall never for- command I recollect seeing until we 
get. I said, 'Boys, this may be the ""eaehed the main line of works, of 
last drink of water I will ever take, whom more later, 
for I have made up my mind never -'When we were half way up the 
to turn back, as a volley fi-om that hiU a negro soldier rested his gun 
crowd of Yankees in the rear will be upon the shoulder of a Federal offi- 
eertain deatli.' cer and fired. The ball whistled 

"You will remember that we made near my head, and, althongh our or- 
that charge with tJie 4l8t on oui' ders were to fix bayonets and not to 
right, with a gap between the regi- fli-e until we reached the works, I 
ments. When the line was formed returned this shot. Two other shota 
there wafl no time for countermarch- werefired,andthenegrofell. Mygun 
ing, for I have a very vivid recol- wasnowempty,aud, aslapproached 
lecUon that the Federals were form- one of the traverses, I saw a white 
ing rapidly for a charge; and it Fedei-al soldier half-bent with a miu- 
would have been impossible for us nie rifle cocked. He was standing at 
to resist the lamncntum of soch a a 'ready,' and I was expecting every 
tremendous force down the hill in second he would put his gnu to bis 
onr position. I think every man shotQderandfireatme, I being slight- 
felt this terrible crisis, and that what ly in advanoeof oar line. I could 
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see the great 'hat-cap' on the nipple left, and my recollection is that he 

of his rifle glistening in the son. I told me that Jake Old was the man 

felt I was doomed, but never took who came to his rescue. Put was 
my eyes off the man who held the wounded just about this time in the 
rifle. When I reached the traverse shoulder. The time we congratu- 
I came to a 'charge bayonet' on him, lated each other on getting safely 
and ordered him to surrender. I through the charge was before — and 
was above him and had him at my just before — the fight with the ne- 
mercy. He was badly demoralized, gro. Put then went to the rear, 
and seemed to expect 'no quarter.' We had not then reached the main 
He said: 'What are you going to trench, but were fighting in squads 
do with me!' I said, 'Go to the rear.' up the ditches. I got with a young 
He replied, 'It will be certain death and splendidly gallant soldier boy 
to go over that field.' I said, 'I have from the 41st, and we were making 
just come over it.' Finding him our way as best we could to the 
loth to move, and, fearing he would main trench, he on my right. I 
shoot me from the rear if I moved never knew his name. He called 
forward, I reached down with my me 'Twelfth' and I called him 'For- 
leffc hand and caught him in the col- ty-first.' He saw a stand of colors 
lar, and, holding my gun midway in front in the main trench and was 
with the right, the bayonet at his pushing towards it. At this i>oint 
breast, I jerked him up, gave him a I came to one of those 'mortar 
kick and sent him to the rear. I proofs' which went into the ground, 
took his gun and fired it into the At the entrance was a Federal officer, 
enemy in front, threw it down and and I always believed he was the 
re-took my own, still unloaded. Just same man on whom the negro rested 
at this moment Put Stith, whom I his gun. I came to a charge and 
did not see before, was above me on ordered him to surrender, with my 
the traverse (I was in the ditch), fir- bayonet at his breast. He was very 
ing down upon the negro soldiers on reluctant to give me his sword. He 
the other side, who were falling back said he was willing to surrender, hut 
to load. That big, black burly ne- desired to surrender to a commis- 
gro, of whom Put speaks in his state- sioned officer. He was evidently 
ment, came from that side, and made afraid of 'no quarter,' and wished 
an attack upon me with his bayonet, the better protection of a commis- 
which I i)arried, but which tore sioned officer. I said, 'Give me that 
open my pant» just above the left sword, or I'll run this bayonet 
knee. Put struck him over the through you.' He gave me the 
head with his musket clubbed, and sword and I buckled it around my 
felled him to his knees. He recov- waist. 

ered and started to the rear in our "In this bomb-proof were, I think, 
lines, and was fired at twice on the fourteen negro soldiers. Capt, Cox, 
run, but was not hit, or at least did of the 41st, was immediately by my 
not fall, for I watched him. Put side, with sword drawn and the 
Stith, I had felt sure, fired one of devil in him. He was infuriated 
these shots, until I read his state- at the idea of fighting n^roes, and 
ment, in which he says his gun was would have run the first one he en- 
empty when he reached our works, countered through had he not fallen 
"Meade Bernard went in on our on his knees and b^ged for his life, 
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lying, 'Masterl Master! pleaBe don't 
HI mcl I'll be your nigger!' We 
:hed theae negroes ont and sent 
em to the rear, along with the 
ieutenaut above refeiTed to. 

It was here I got the 8i>encer 

e which I have now, and the like 

rf which I bad never seen then, I 

loon fonnd out how it worked, and, 

liuling the magazine full with the 

ac«ption of one load, I threw down 

By gun and nsed the Spencer till I 

pt to the main trench, when, some 

ime after we had been in possession 

f the works, I again fell in with 

he 4l8t boy, whose death just at 

Siis junctore shocked me greatly at 

ft© time and has always been a dis- 

treBs to me. We had been keeping 

ip a fire on the Federals from the 

parapets of the main trench wher- 

(rrer we would see them, and, when- 

er on© would attempt to run back 

the enemy's line, this boy wonld 

tep up and fire from the parapet 

then jump down again, and I 

When the order came 

town the line from the right to get 

" the loaded guns we could, and to 

up all our own, and, when 

.nndersgave the 'yell,' to fire to the 

;ht obSque and "to keep their 

down," this brave boy fired 

id remarked, 'I killed that d — d 

ankee! I saw him fall!' At that 

itant a ball struck him in the fore- 

lead and he fell convulsed in death 

^1d my arms. 

"That same day in the trenches, 
things got quiet, I presented 
le Bword I got from the Federal 
to a young lieutenant, of Com- 
iny D, I think, and the impression 
ID my mind is that he was an of- 
■ecently commissioned or pro- 
iot«d, and that he was a handsome 
id a modest young man. I hiive 
rgotten his name. It may be tbat 
[oa can place him for me. 



"There was that day fired at us a 
missile we had never heard the 
sound of before, and it was said then 
that the euemy was short of ammu- 
nition and were shooting ramrods 
at UB. 

"Do you recoUcet this circum- 
stancel I have not seen for a long 
time any of the 'boys,' and these are 
my recollections, unrefreshed by any 
conversation except one with Meade 
Bernard about a year ago, when he 
was here, and which I enjoyed be- 
yond expression," 

Since a part of this Appendix has 
been in the hands of the printer, 
Jlr. F. Perry Lockwood, a citizen of 
Petersburg, Va., has placed in my 
bands copies of the Petersburg- Fx- 
press, published during the week 
succeeding the battle of the Crater, 
and from those the subjoined ex~ 
tracts are taken. The statements 
made in these extracts contain some 
manifest errors, but it is deemed 
best to reproduce them for what 
they are worth, as the practically 
contemporaneous accounts of the 
battle of the Crater, written by a 
person, or by persons, near the scene 
of action. 

The Express of Monday, Angnst 
1st, 1864, in its editorial column, giv- 
ing the news from the Front, says : 

"As soon as the nature of the dis- 
aster was known, Geo. Hill dispatch- 
ed a courier to Gen. Mahone's head- 
quarters, and that vigilant officer 
moved o£f immediately at the head 
of his own brigade, with instructions 
for Saunders' (Ala.) brigade and 
Wright's (Ga.) to follow. 

"Arriving upon the ground Gon. 
Mahono found twelve of the enemy's 
Sags waving upon the ramparts of 
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went actively to work, as there was the f oUowingf paragraphs, there are 
a heavy job before him, and by errors of statement, but it is never- 
means of a very large force succeed- ^^^eless best to reproduce them for 
ed in placing under the sod seven , . ., \.r i^r , , 

hundred of their dead which had ^1^** **^®y a^® wo^l^» ^ ^^^ state- 
fallen between our intrenchments ments of the press about the time 
and his own. But few of our dead of the occurrence. Proceeding, the 
were found in this locality— not over editor of the Express, in this state- 
twelve m all. ^^^i ««„« . 

ment, says : 

"We have now positive evidence 
that the enemy's sapping and min- ^^ ^ '^^^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^*y> about 
ing experiment has cost him most ^ P. M., the whole of the 17th South 
dearly. One of our generals, who C^^^^^ participated with Saun- 
has all of the means of ascertaining, d©rs br^ade in the ch^ge which 
estimated the Yankee loss yester- wrested from the enemy the remain- 
day, at an early hour, to be all of ^^S portion of the works which the 
4,000. At a later hour, and pend- enemy had taken from us. 
ing the flag of truce, one of Burn- "The 22nd and 23rd South Caro- 
side*s aids stated to a Confederate lina regiments, of Elliott's brigade, 
captain, that their losses had not occupied a position to the right of 
been definitely ascertained, but Pegram's battery, and although 
would certainly range between 4,000 much stunned by the explosion held 
and 5,000. their ground manfully, never yield- 

"We omitted yesterday, in our ^^^ ^^ i^<^^ ^^^^ '^' ^^y- 

account of the fight of Saturday, to , "Col. Fleming, of the 22nd, who 

state that Gen. Elliott's South Caro- has not been heard from since the 

lina brigade occupied a prominent explosion, is supposed to have been 

Eosition on the line, and suffered blown up, although hopes are en- 
eavily in officers and men. This tertained that he is a prisoner in the 
brigade was on either side of Pe- enemy's hands. The command of 
gram's battery, for its support, and ^^^^e 22nd and the 23rd devolved up- 
five companies of the 18th and the ^^ Capt. Shedd, who, by his cool- 
same number of companies of the ^ess and intrepidity, inspired his 
22nd, were involved in the wreck °^en and most nobly did they emu- 
caused by the explosion. Many of late the example of their com- 
the men are known to have been mander. 

blown up, or buried in the general "Other troops — a portion of Wise's 
wreck. The 17th South Carolina, brigade, all of Gen. Matt. W. Kan- 
attached to this brigade, lost forty- som's and Clingman's brigade, par- 
eight wounded and 25 killed, and it ticipated during the day, and we 
is believed that many were taken hear the conduct of all highly 
prisoners. Three companies in the spoken of." 

17th and the whole of the 26th j^ the £:xpress of Wednesday, 
South Carohna, the two command- * , « j -Ton a t • l n i tt 1 1 
ed by Col. Smith, participated in ^^^»* ^^^^ 1®^^' Lieut.-Col. HaU, 
the charge with Mahone's old brig- who commanded the Georgia brig- 
ade, which occurred at 8 o'clock." ade in the action, published the fol- 
In the foregoing, as in some of lowing card : 
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"[Communicated.] One of Wright's regiments planted 
"WEIGHT'S GEOEGIA BEIG- their colors on the edge of that im- 

ADE. mense hole, and remained there nn- 

" Headq'rs Wright's Brigade, ) *il *b® ^^^ Yankee had been dispos- 

August 2nd, 1864. ]" ^ of and they ordered a^my. 

''Editors Petersburg Express : "Lieut.-Col. Comd'g Brigade." 
"Sir-In your editorial column of Mr. John E. Laughton, Jr., of 

there are some erroneous state- Company D, 12th Virginia regiment, 

ments about the action of Wright's who commanded the detachment of 

brigade that I desire to correct. sharpshooters from the 12th regi- 

"Tou state that Gen. Mahone, ^^^^ ^ t^e charge at the Crater, 

fetting his troops m position, or- , , . « rv I u i cai. i ono 

ered his briga/e to retake a por- ^^?^^ ^*^„^' ^^^^^^^ 1^*^' 1®^2, 

tion of the works, and instructed writes as follows : 

Wright's brigade to come up in such "I wish you to amend the state- 

a position as would ensure the re- ment made by me which appears 

capture of the remaining portion, at page 186 of "War Talks of Oon- 

No such instructions were given, federate Veterans" by adding that 

When Mahone's brigade charged I distinctly remember that a small 

only one regiment and a half of number of Wright's brigade made 

Wright's brigade had emerged from the charge along with our brigade, 

the covered way leading to the bat- and were immediately on the right 

tie-field. They were ordered by of the battalion of sharpshooters. ' 

Capt. Girardey, Mahone's assistant i^ the Express of Thursday, An- 

they did gallantly. You state in commanded the 23rd South Caroh- 

the meantime, that Wright's brig- na regiment, publishes the foUOw- 

ade, commanded by CoL Hall, in- ing card : 

stead of coming directly up, by some "[Communicated.] 

Kh^TiSSl'^tSrtToi "THE FIGHT OF SATURDAY. 

tion of the line assigned them. This "Confederate States Hospital, 1 
statement is incorrect and without August 2, 1864. j 
foundation. That portion of the ''Messrs. Editors: 
brigade that did not go in with Ma- "Gentlemen : In your issue of this 
hone's was moving up rapidly, form- morning, mentioning the position 
ed in Une, and charged the works occupied by Elliott's brigade, I no- 
on the right of Mahone's brigade, tice you state that the 22nd and 23rd 
They made a gallant charge, and regiments, South Carolina Yolnih 
the list of casualties, amounting to teers, occupied the right of Pe- 
two hundred and thirty-one, is suffi- gram's battery. This is an error in 
cient evidence of the murderous fire part. There were but two compa- 
to which they were exposed. nies of the 22nd regiment on the 
"Wright's brigade was as well re- right, with the 23rd regiment. The 
presented on the edge of the im- 23rd regiment was commanded by 
mense hole, caused by the explo- myself, and not Capt. Shedd, up to 
sion, as any brigade on the line, time I was obliged to leave the neld 
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in consequence of my having re- count of the treachery of one of the 
ceived a wound. You will pardon officers of the expedition. The cir- 
me for trespassing on your time, cumstances of this affair are some- 
but you wiU do me and the com- what peculiar, and are detailed in 
mand a great favor by correcting an article by Master W. F. Shippey, 
the same ; for both the command of the Confederate States navy, m 
and myself feel a little sensitive in Vol. XII, page 416, of the Southern 
regard to the matter. Historical Society Papers. It seems 

"My regiment suffered very se- that after the failure of Commodore 
verely, being subjected to a galling Mitchell's squadron at Richmond 
fire from the front and flank. I am to engage and destroy the Federal 
proud to say that my regiment act- iron-clads at City Point a boat ex- 
ed with great coolness, and evinced pedition left Drury's Bluff to accom- 
a determination to die at their post plish that object by means of torpe- 
sooner than yield one inch. About does. The expedition numbered 
10 o'clock, while passing along the 101 officers and men, and was under 
line, conversing with my men and command of Lieutenant C. W. Bead, 
giving directions, I received a se- of the navy, with Lieutenant W. H. 
vere flesh wound through the shoul- Ward second in command. The ex- 
der. I did not leave the field until pedition had several boats, mount- 
compelled to do so by the contin- ed on wheels and drawn by mules, 
ued loss of blood. It was also supplied with long 

"Very respectfully, booms with arrangements at the 

"Your obedient servant, ends for fastening torpedoes. The 

"E. R. White, plan was to move at a distance 

"Capt.Comd'g23rdReg'tS. C. v., around the left of Grant's army, 

on the 30th July." then in front of Petersburg, and 

reach the James Eiver in Surry 



A DAEING EXPEDITION. ^^^^^^ ^^ ^.^J^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^ \% 

njr T \. TXT TT -n 1. *-r»_x main concealed on the snore until 

Mr. John W. H. Porter, of Ports- a^ opportunity might present itself 

mouth, Va., in his valuable work, of capturing one or more tugs pass- 

"History of Norfolk County, Va., ing up or down the river ; then to 

1861-66," in the chapter entitled fi* ^^^ torpedo booms on them, as- 

"In the Navy-Norfolk," in that ^?il^,ij^!, T^^ ^"^ City Point and 

, - ., I ^ . .' , , , sink the Federal iron-clads anchored 

part of the chapter giving a sketch there. The expedition left Drury's 

of Lieut. W. H. Ward, describes the Bluff on the 10th of February, 1865, 

expedition which is the subject of fti^d Lieut. Lewis was sent ahead as 

the address of Mr. Freeman W. * scout to reconnoiter. He was to 

Jones as follows • 5?i^^^P **^® P^^^^ ** * '^^^ ^^ ^^® 

Jones, as follows ^ ^ ^^ Blackwater River and pilot them 

He (Lieut. W. H. Ward) was from there to the James River. 

^cond m command of a boat expe- Lewis is said to have been a North- 

dition which left Drurys Bluff, Feb- em man, and was at Norfolk at the 

ruary 10th * 1866 to destrov, with beginning of the w«r. He enlisted 

torpedoes the Federal iron-clads at in the Confederate army and served 

City Point, and which f ailed on a c- faithfully with his company until 

-It will bo noted that Mr. Jones gives th^ June 29th, 1864, when he was ap- 
date as February 3, 1865, which was taken pomted a lieutenant m the volun- 
from his diary. teer navy, and enjoyed the confi- 
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denco of Lis brother officers. Every- the last days of the Confedenu^: 
thin^ wcDt well with the expedition "When the office of ensign was 
for the first three days. Grant's abolished by an act of the Confede- 
army was successfully turned with- rate States congress, all ensigns 
out discovery, and on the afternoon were eriven a sixty days' furlough, 
of the third day, when near the with liberty at its expiration to Join 
ford of the Blackwater, the party any branch of the service they might 
sought temporary shelter from a se- select. Having been ensign of flie 
vero storm of rain and sleet. While 12th Virginia regiment, on the 2nd 
eu^raged in drying their clothing a day of April, 1865, I was at my 
youn^ Confederate soldier made his home in the city of Petersburg un- 
appearanco and informed them that der a furlough of this kind, and, 
he had just escaped from the Fede- hearing the firing, I determined to 
ral lines, where he had been as a go out to the lines, and went to that 
prisoner of war, that Lewis had de- part of them near Fort Mahone, my 
sertod to the enemy and betrayed own command being then on the 
the expedition, and was then at the north side of the Appomattox. 
Blackwater ford with a regiment of uTxru t l i. j. i.i_ i- ^t 
infantry, lying in ambush, waiting ^^7,^,^* ""5* ^tS"!^^ *^' 
for their approach, and that just be- ^f^'^y ^^ ^,^^«^ Fort Mahone, and 
fore he succeeded in making his es- fj^^ %1^^^ ?^ ^", ^£^^ ^^« ^^"^ 

cape he overheard Lewis and the ^f, '^^i!:?^®^;?"^ ^l*^ ^^^- ^ * 
Federal commander talking the mat- little while the main works were «^ 
ter over. Lieut. Bead halted his ^antured and there was a caJl for 
command where it was, and went volunteers to re-take Fort Mahone, 
forward alone to examine the river. ^^^^ ^ "^^ fool enough to oflfer my- 
and rejoined his men the next day, »®" *» ^ne of these. A charge wa8 
having ascertained the correctness °^^^® »"^ T^*'^^^* 5°7 resistance it 
of the report of the young soldier, was re-cantured, and I got the sword 
The party succeeded in getlingback ^' ^"^ ^^ t^®, ^ffi<5^?- This was 
to Drury's bluff with whole skins f^"^^ *^"^.« between nine o clock m 
but disappoiuted hopes. Several J^? morning and midday, and after 
bodies of Federal cavalry were t^is everything seemed quiet ex- 
scouring the country in search of ^«P* .^^^^ cannonading around on 
them, but Lieut. Read succeeded in ^^' ngnt. 

eluding them." "About four or five o'clock in the 

afternoon I went into town, and on 

LAST DAYS OF LEE AND HIS W ^%*^ °^/ father's place of rej 
p A T A "HTATQ ideucc I met some ladies who told 

rALiAi^ilsa. jjjQ ^i^Q^ it ^j^ understood that the 

Mr. Allen W. Magee, of Clarks- ^'^^y was to be evacuated that night, 

^:ii.. x^« .rrUr. ,««o ^r^cir^ r.f 4-1.^ which was vory uuexpected HOWS to 
ville, Va., who was ensign of the ^^ ^„ ^„^,.«4.i.i,»^ „^^^^a t^u^.»^ 
^ ^^, \.. .' . . . /,-. , , me, ^& everything seemed to be go- 

12th \ irginia regiment of Mahone s ing on well at the part of the lines 
brigade from May, 1864, until the I had left. I soon found, however, 
office was abolished in the early that this information was correct, 
part of 18G5,in a private letter to went home and provided myself with 
nT T -\^/^^•^ *t>j. u rations for the tnp with the army. 

Mr. James M. QuickC, of Petersburg, j ^^^ ^y information from CoL 

Va., gives the following interesting Cutts, of the artillery, whose head- 
narrative of his experiences during quarters were in my father's yard, 



\ 
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and who told me confidentially that our party determined to halt for a 
he had orders to retire with his ar- little while to warm some of our ra- 
tiUery to the north side of the river tions and to rest ourselves. While 
as quickly as possible under cover we were doing this the rear guard 
of darkness. passed ahead of us, and before we 

"On my way down town that night were aware of their presence a party 
I fell in with Pat (H. H.) Drinkard, of Federal infantry were upon u«, 
Charley Blanks and James Shep- so unexpectedly that we could not 
herd, all 12th regiment boys, in make our escape, but were compeU- 
town on a twelve hours' leave. With ed to surrender. A lieutenant in 
these boys I went across Pocahon- command of the party demanded 
tas Bridge and, reaching Dunn's my sword, which I gave him, telling 
Hill, we bivouacked for the night, him that I had captured it the day 
We had hardly lain down, how- before. He laughingly remarked, 
ever, before we saw that Pocahontas *A fair exchange is no robbery.' 
Bridge was on fire. "We were put under the guard of 

"At an early hour in the morning two men belonging to the 2ud Penn- 
we could hear the Federal troops sylvania Heavy Artillery, neither of 
coming into town, with their bands whom could speak English intelli- 
playin^. Having no idea that Rich- gibly, and were started eastward 
mond had been evacuated, or that down the railroad towards Chester. 
our lines on the north side of the Having what I considered a clear 
Appomattox were being abandoned, record during my four years' ser- 
our little party of four made their vice as a soldier in the field, I dis- 
way to the Richmond and Peters- liked the idea of being captured and 
burg railroad, and went along it in languishing in a prison, and said to 
the direction of Richmond, our pur- Pat Drinkard, *I mean to get away.' 
pose being to join our command. He tried to dissuade me, urgin;^: that 
which we supposed was still station- the attempt might lead to the (leath 
ed on the Bermuda front. When of all of the party, but, seeing that 
we got to Swift Creek we found the our gilards were careless, I felt sat- 
depot buildings had been abandon- isfied that we could get away. So, 
ed, and the country people were to accomplish my purpose, 1 adopt- 
helping themselves to the supplies ed this ruse to get in rear of the 
that were left. Crossing Swift Creek guard: I would stumble over a 
we pushed on towards Chester, and cross-tie as we marched along, and 
when within about a mile of that I noticed that neither of the guards 
place, at a bend in the road, we saw took notice of this. In this way I 
ahead of us that the road was alive managed to get just behind the 
with blue coats. We then changed hindmost guard, and as 1 did so 
our course, taking to the woods and suddenly seized his musket from 
bearing west until we reached the behind, but, instead of resisting as 1 
public road leading to Chesterfield thought he would, he ran down the 
Court-House, getting into which we railroad embankment. Having the 
moved on untu we overtook our rear gun now in my hand, I drew a bead 
guard. With this body of Confede- on the other guard and demanded 
rates we made our way along this his surrender. Taken by surprise, 
road until we got to the place at he immediately surrendered, and 
which it crosses the Clover Hill handed his gun to Charley P>lanks. 
railroad. Thereupon I called upon the Hying 

"Seeing a little fire at this point, guard to halt, which he did, and 
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surrendered himsell as prisoner, manded by Col. D. A. Weisiger, 
This occurred at a curve in the rail- sustained in the gallant charge upon 

road, where we were cut oflf from ^x,^ ^„«*«tt «^o^ fi>« t>«^4^^« «^^ 
1.1 ^ • t Lv. M M L\^ i*"® enemy, near tne Baxter road, 

the view of the force of the army o. / 

that captured us. ^^ Saturday : 

"Having our prisoners in charge twelfth Virginia regiment. 
we left the railroad, entered the Field and Staff— Wounded. CJol. 
woods and made a detour north- d. A. Weisiger slightly, 
westwardly in the direction of the Company A— Wounded: B. F. 
Court-House, and there came up Eckles severe. 
With the rear guard, to whom we Company B-^Killed : L.H. Deane, 

handed over the prisoners. q^^ Weaver. Wounded: Val- 

I took with me to Appomattox entine, severely: Joseph C. Folks, 
Court-House the gun I captured, giighUy; Robt. Chappel, nose; Mil' 
and I think Charley Blanks did the ^^ ^.^ g^. j^^ ^^ ^ ^ 
same with his. Major Bndgeford, giigij^y j > & j > j i 

commandant of the rear guard, safe- Oomnanv C Killed John J 

pomattoi Court-House. g^^|^^^ ^.^^^ j^^ ^^^^^^ 

Company D — Killed : None. 

CASUALTIES AT THE CEATER. Wounded: Lieut. J. E. Laughton, 

The subjoined lists of casualties severely; Charles Harber, mortaUy, 

in the battle of the Crater are the ®^^^ ^^^' George Smith, slight, 
in tne battle ol tne crater are tne . Qou^pany E—Killed: R. E. Butts, 

lists as pubUshed in the Petersburg Marcellus Harrison. 
(Va.) Express w^ithin the week dext Company F — Killed: Wm. Wd- 
after the day of the action, and em- ton. Wounded: Sergeant James 
brace those in Pegram's (Va.) bat- Whitehorne, slightly; Pet^rMcKen- 
i. ^ nr I, r /TT \ a A^^j ny, since dead; Greorge Welton, se- 

tery, and Mahone's (Va.), Saundei-s' ^/.^jy , p^^^^;^ g^^^ sUghtly E. 

(Ala.), Clingman's (N. C), Ran- jg, Davis, slightly, 
som's (N. C.) and Wise's (Va.) bri- Company G — Killed: J. B. Sacry, 
gades as there published. It is re- Jed Gibson. Wounded: Privatee 
gretted that no list of the casualties ^"rkes and Wm. Ford severely, 
in Wright's (Ga.) or Elliott's (S. C.) BaM^^^^oS.rednfeut.'S'i 
brigade, or in other commands, was B^ale, slight; Private Smith Wood- 
also published in that journal, or in house, severely; J. Griffin, slightly; 
any other newspaper of the day, the J. I>. Murray, slightly. 

files of which are now accessable, ^^^"T^''^ J" ^i"^\ ^' ^' ^' 
, ^, J. 1 XT. Wounded: JN. L. Harrison, slightly; 

and they are accordingly not here ^ ^ Howard. 

given: Company K— Killed: E. Ftlqua. 

[^^ress of Monday, August 1, 1864.] Wounded: Sergeant Litchford, se- 

LIST OF CASUALTIES OF MA- ^^^®' 

HONE'S BEIGADE, JULY 30. ™f ^^.^^^i^ T^JT' 

' Field — Major J. T. Woodhouse, 

The following is a list of the cas- wounded, 
ualties in Mahone's brigade, com- Company A — Killed: Privates F. 
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Prnden, W. E. Duke, William J. Company C — Killed: Corporal B. 
White, Wm. Owen; Cori)oral Ham- B. Cowell; Private James M. Mc- 
linFraiiklin, Henry Styron. Wound- Pherson. Wounded: Captain John 
ed: E. A. Purris, since dead; Jesse G. Wallace, severely hit; Lieut. St. 
A. Hamilton, J. E. Winburne, — Julian Wilson, mortally; Piivates 
Brent, — Parker. Miles W. Halstead, severely; Thom- 

Company B — Wounded: Lieut, as Turner, mortally; E.W.Forbes; 
James M. Bailey, mortally; Privates slightly; Miles D. Powers, slightly. 
D. P. Wright, Virginius Kilby, Ju- Missing: John Wood, 
lian Hines, H. E. Cully. Company D— Killed: Private John 

Company C— Wounded: Nathan Sheppard. . Wounded: Sergeants C. 
Munden. E. Tatum, badly; Alonzo Ives, 

Comi)any D — Killed: Private Ste- slightly; Corporal Joshua Charlton, 
phenPierce. Wounded: Sergeant W. slightly^ Privates Ludlow Crethrell, 
J. Freeman and Private H. M.Carr. slightly; Alexander H. Jarvis, se- 

Company E— Killed: Capt. W. W. verely. 
Broadbent; Privates E. L. Owens, J. Company F — Killed: Private Jas. 
W. Westbrooke, J. M. Neblett. Babb. Wounded: Privates Henry 
Wounded: Privates J. H. Ivey, B. H. Pruden, severely; A. Bedd, se- 
F. Northcross., Eichard J. Bendall. verely; J. W. Mumford. 

Company F— Killed: Corporal J: Company G— KiUed: Privates S. 
L. Brown. Privates B. B. Blanken- W. Branch, J. H. Davis. Wound- 
ship, James Ellington, Wm. Lacey, ©d: Lieuts. M. M. Green, severely; 
W. Eggleton. Wounded: Privates W. F. Baugh, badly; Privates John 
Solomon Carr, E. H. Perkins. W. ^ King, badly; A. Hawkins, 

Company G^Killed:Eobt. Smith, f^^^^^ """^ v^C.^^'^'^rk^^^^^^ 
A. D. Joynes, Harrison Wright, W. W.Ei vers, slightly; C.Tudor, badly. 

H. Shawhan, H. Hand. Wounded: Company H— Killed: Lieut. H. 
Sergeant T. S. Dozier, T. S. Dozier, McNeder. Wounded: Lieut. W. 
T. 8. Belote, Benjamin Shipp. To- W. Eew, badly; Privates G. B. Ad- 
tal killed, 21. Wounded, 18. ^^ slightly; E. Edds, H. F. Ayatt, 

slightly. 
SIXTY-FIBST VIRGINIA REGIMENT. Company I— Killed: Sergeants M. 

Company A— Killed: Private Jas. ^^ Kilgore, Smith Toppin. Wound- 
H. Butt. Wounded: Lieut J. T. ed: Privates John D. White, se- 
West, slightly; Lieut. C. A. Nash, verely; Eichard White, badly; Par- 
slighUy; Private C. C. Cooper, ker Duke, slightly; Lieut. John 
slight; J. A. Cooper, severe in the Hobday, slightly. 
arm; D. A. Williams and D. Wood- Company K — Killed: Privates C. 
ward, slight; J. P. Halstead, severe W. Griggs, W. H. Lewton. Wound- 
in shoulder; Peter Wright, slight. ed: Private Malicho Hichcock. 

Coiupany B — Killed: Privates 

George Sykes, Wellington Nichols. 

Wounded: Lieut. James E. Fulford, j^ ^he same column of the Express, 

slight; Sergeants John H. Tucker, . .^ . i. t^c ^ * ^ r 

badly; H.B.McCauman, badly, both '^'^ ^^^^ ^^ Monday, August I, 

l^s; Private A. Hodges, badly in 1864, and next after the foregoing, 

the arm. appears the following: , 
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[Express of Monday, August 1, 1864.] brigade, in the battle of Saturday, in 
THE MISSING IN PEGEAM'S our issue of yesterday. We give the 
BATTERY balance this moruing, with the ex- 

ception of the killed in the 6th r^- 
We append a list of missing of ment, which we have been unable to 
Capt. E.G. Pegram's battery, of this obtain, save those of Company I: 
'city. This battery occupied the im- 
mediate point of our Unes blown up 8^^™ Virginia infantry. 

by the enemy on Saturday morning, [Here follows a list of the killed 
and consequently suffered a good and wounded which are omitted, a 
deal in men and guns. None of the more correct list being given later.] 

missing, we understand have as yet forty-first va. infantry. 
been x)ositively heard from as being 

alive, though prisoners that were FieldandStaff— Killed: Sergeant 

taken state that they dug out two MajorC. H.Porter. Wounded: None 

lieutenants alive and sent them to Company A— Killed: Corporal 

the rear. From their description C. Inman. Wounded: J. P. Hollo 

one of them is supposed to be Lieut, way, left shoulder, severely; Sergeant 

Hamlin. Several bodies were found B. F. Whitehorne, fa<^, severe; Pri 

beneath the upthrown earth with life vate F. A. Inman, right arm, severe 

extinct : Company B — Killed : Sergeant Jas 

Lieut. W. B. Hamlin,* Lieut. C. S. McCook. Wounded: Lemuel Tuck 

Chandler; SergeatsBeasleyandEoy- er, hand, slight, 

al, Corporals Slaughter and Taylor, Company C— Killed: Capt. H. M. 

Privates Eoach, T. J. Wells, G. W. Mingea, Sergeant Jos. W. Holloway. 

Woodley, Maghee, Covington, C. Wounded: Private W. O. Hall,left 

Brown, Thompson, W. T. Scott, Jas. thigh, severe; Patrick E. Perkins, 

M. Green, J. B. Shortt, Mangum, amputation finger on left hand, 

^sdale Kelsey J Britton, B. T. oompany D-Killed: Sexgeant B. 

Wells, George Pollard, and T. :Nu- ^ Th^^ian. Wounded: Private 

gent, iotai, J.^. j^^^^ Costly, left side, mortal. 

It IS to be hoped that some, if not ^ ^/ g ^ g^. 

many of these men may turn up safe ^ ^ -^^^ p ^ p^. 

If. ?«^r o,^T£^^ ^r M. Gill. Wound^: Sergeant 
Im 18 from this city, and Lieut. Chan- oi i nr ry ^«^ 4. *.- *«.a 

dler from Eichmoid, and both gal- ^^"^^^^ ^^^ff^^/^'^^'Pf ^^^^^^ ^r 
lant vouuff men fing^vf»> right hand; Privates Alexan- 

lant young men^ ^^^ ^ -g^.^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ j. 

A. Gray, contusion head. 
[Express of Tuesday, August 2, 1864.] Company F— Killed : None . Woun- 

LIST OF CASUALTIES IN MA- ded: Lieut. W. S. Sykes; Corporal 

HONE'S BEIGADE JULY J- F. Murden, head, slight; Private 

30th continued James A. Eutter, arm and head, se- 

' '^ ' vere. 

Owing to the press of matter upon Company G — Killed : None. Woun- 

our columns, we were unable to give ded: Sergeant Wm. McDonald, left 

the full list of casualties in Mahone's leg amputated; Private W. D. Stur- 

— — 7 — T-—; — ; T, ^ „ — 7— divant, shell, left thigh, severe. 

♦In the editorial column Lieut. Hamlin Is n^rnr^€kr%xT TT iri1lA/l . Vaha 
mentioned as -a young member of the Pe- ^r J^J^^ r. ~ . x ^ ^m 
tersburg bar." Wounded: Corporal J. W. JVIileB, 
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hip, severe; Private E. O. Fnrger- Drake, B F Hensley. Wounded: 
son, side, severe. Major W S Grady, severely; Captain 
Company I — Killed: Private Jas. I B Tatham, slightly; Lieut L J 
E. Ellis. Wounded: Sei'geant J. E. Smith, severely; Sergeant M A 
Brinkley, flesh wound, thigh; Cor- Courtis, mortally; Sergeant J EPat- 
poral S. J. Holland, hand, slight; terson, severely in arm; Corporal 
Privates Leroy Parker, head, dan- Amos Boon, slightly in the hand; 
gerous; W. S. Skinner, hand, se- Cori)oral E J Burton, severely in 
vere; James H. Parker, finger, left face; Corporal J B Mann, in arm, 
hand; James E. Lassiter, hand and severely; Cori)oral B. J. Wilson, 
arm, severe; G. A. Johnson, shoul- dangerously on breast; Corporal H 
der, severe; Solomon Savage, both C Edney, in arm, severely; Privates 
hips, dangerous; John Brinkley, J M Summy, in hand; J E Laugh- 
shoulder, severe. ter, slightly on leg; E Curtis, slight- 
Company K — Killed: Capt. B. B. ly in back; James Drake, in arm; 
Hunter; Lieut. Charles E. Denoon. John E. Bigham, in hand; PMEich, 
Wounded: Lieut. Wm. Hunter, dangerously; D C Burgner, slightly 
breast, slight. Missing: B. D. in shoulder; J B Smith, slightly in 
Johnson. thigh; J A Eeagan, in thigh slight- 
Total killed, 11; total wounded, ly; B P Barton, severely in both 
27; aggregate, 88. thighs; T D L Clayton, slightly 

in arm; J McWilson, slightly in 

T 4.1. 1 rxv leg; Cr W Alexander, slightly in 

In another column of the same pa- i^'i Trm-D •! i 

vx^^ w i* V », 00,^^0 ijacj^. jj j\ Bugg, m 1^ severely; 

per appears the following: B F Edmonson, mortally in head; 

[JScprc«8 of August 2, 1864.] D A Stamy , severely bruised by a 

THE CASUALTIES IN EANSOM'S s^iell; J W Conner, sUghtly in arm; 

i^T^rnAnv Eichard Allison, slightly in hand; 

uiiiUAijji.. ^y^^^ Ownley, mortally in abdomen; 

[Reported for the Daily Express.] J Davis, severely in thigh; E Bald- 

Headq'es Eansom's Brigade, ) win, slightly. 

July 31st, 1864. ) thirty-fifth north Carolina 

Editors Express: The following is troops. 

a list of the killed, wounded and Wounded: Privates BBaisden, se- 

missing in General M. W. Eansom's riously in hip; Hosea BaLsden, 

brigade North Carolina Troops, dur- slightly in arm; Thomas Davis, arm 

ing the a<}tion of 30th of July, 1864: broken; W A Euss, slightly in foot. 

TWENTY-FOURTH north CAROLINA FORTY-NINTH NORTH CAROLINA 

REGIMENT. REGIMENT. 

Wounded: Lieut JohnP Bethew ^Uled: Lieut-Col John A Flem- 
severely m the shoulder; ^rgeant • ^^^^^^^ y^ y Harris; Privates 
Neil A Smith, severely; Privates ^^^'^^ Patterson, Isaa<5 Litton, G 
Jeremiah Beaver, Augustus Tatum. j^^^^ j^^^ Norton, Seth E White. 
TWENTY-FIFTH NORTH CAROLINA Wounded: Captain C H Dixon, 
REGIMENT. paiufuUy in arm; Lieut Eichard Bai- 

Killed: Captain James M Cathey; ley, slightly in arm; Lieut T Y 
Privates Henry Green, J H Colljert, Lytle, shocked by shell; Sergeant 
C M Posey, E H Garrison, E A — Henderson, Company H, flesh 
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wound in arm; Sergeant Henry Report of Casualties in ^Gth Va. In/an- 
Shell, slight wound in breast; Pri- try, near Petersburg, July 30th, 186i, 
vate T Howell, in arm, M Beid, Capt. George Norris, commanding, 
slightly in head; J D. Bellinger, Field and Staff— KiUed: Musician 
slightly in 1^; J H. Fall, slightly in j m Hancock. Wounded: Sergeant 
skull; J G Whitesides, mortally in Major L W Wise, face slight, 
breast; J Holland, in hand; L A Company A— Killed: W T Lips- 
Fox, severely in arm; J Whiffling, comb. Wounded: Corporal J Wil- 
flesh wound in leg; E Anthony, kerson, Privates J Dodson, E Eeid, 
mortally in groin. j w Smith and L T Truehart. 

FiraY-SIXTH NORTH CAROLINA BEG- „ ^""^""^T^^'^^iJ^'r^ t"^ 

H Furson. Wounded: Privates J D 

^^^^^' Furguson and J M Franklin. 

Killed: Privates G Hart, John Company C — Wounded: Private 

Horton, Seth E White. Wounded: D M Durkin. 

Thomas Gregory, severely in hip; Company!) — Killed: Privates Jno 
Markman Wood, slightly in breast; Shepper and N Shoemaker. Wound- 
John Emmett, 1st sergeant, severely ed: Captain George Garrison, Pri- 
in thigh; Eufus Parker, slightly in vates James M Dobbins and W T 
hip; Henderson Luter, severely in McAllister. 

leg; A W Bridgers, severely in 1^; Company E — Killed: Privates J 

H C Hollifield, sHghtly in shoulder. H Carter and R W Staton. Wound- 

TWENTY -FIFTH NORTH CAROLINA ^i>, "^ ^ ^^^^^ni a ^y^ 4-^ a 

Company F — Killed: Privates A 
™o^^- Bradford and S Grinnalds. Wound- 

Missing from the shirmish line: cd: A Scarborough and N Melson. 
Jeff George, W H Grigg, W Gibson, Company G— Killed: Private Wm 
B Garm, J C Evans, L Godwin, C F H Quick. Wounded: Corporals J 
Johnson, N P Johnson. Eeynolds and J Dudley, Privates J 

Lankford, S Spencer and S J Vin. 
Comi)any H — Wounded: Private 

Below the forgoing, in the same ^ ^ ^^^^> slight. 

r°°", 1 ':^'^"" ^'^r'"^' wSr« w^s B^'^o^ 

August 2, 1864, appears the follow- m Jones and Lewis Bishop. 

i^g: Company K— Wounded: Private 

[Express, August 2, 1864.] A C Givens. 

W W Alexander, Adjutant. 
FOETY-SIXTH VIEGmiA EEGI- 



MENT, WISE'S BEIGADE. in the Express of Wednesday, Aug- 

Headq'rs 46th Va. Inf., ) ust 3, 1864, api)ears the following: 

Petersb'g Trenches, July 31. J CLmGMAN'S BEIGADE. 

Editors Express: The following [Reported for the Petersburg JSrprew]. 

list embraces the casualties in this Headquarters 61st Eegiment, 

regiment, which you will please pub- N. C. T., Clingman's Brigade, 

lish the first opportunity, and re- Hoke's Division, near Petersburg, 

quest Eichmond, Lynchburg and August 1st, 1864. 

Charlottesville papers to copy: Messrs. Editors Express: Pleaaepub- 
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lish for the information of the friends Company F, Lieut. Jesse I) Barnes, 
of the regiment^ the following list of commanding — Killed: Lieut. Jesse D 
casnalties while assisting in charg- Barnes, Privates B F Felton and Jos 
ing the enemy from our works in Felton. "Wounded: Sergeant P F M 
front of Major-(Jeneral Johnson's di- Daniel, in side slightly; Corp'l Abra- 
vlsion, which they had gained early ham Darden, in wrist slightly; Pri- 
on the morning of the 30th July, vatesBFMay, in head slightly; W 
1864, by mining and blowing up Pe- Y Owens, in groin slightly, 
gram's battery, and taking advan- Company G, Sergeant John U 
tage of the temporary confusion Bloodworth, commanding— Wound- 
caused, ed: Private David G. McGowan, in 

The r^ment was detached from hand slightly, 
the brigade, and under the command Company H, Capt. John D Briggs, 
of Capt. Edward Mallett during the commanding— Wounded: Sergeant 
charge. Col. James D. liadcliff hav- A. E. Peal, in abdomen, mortally; 
ing been stunned by the bursting of Corporal Noah T Lanier, stunned; 
a shell while lying in reserve, and Privates James Corprew, in breast 
Major H. Harding having gone to severely; Joseph Corey, in arm 
the rear from- exhaustion. slightly; Henry Corey, in side slight- 

Field and Staff— Colonel James D ly; H T Hodges, in arm and hip se- 
Kadcliff, stunned. verely; Archibald Harriss, in mouth 

Company A, Captain James H severely; William M. Perry, stun- 
Robinson, commanding— Wounded: ^^5 Godfrey Rogerson, in shoulder 
Lieutenant Frank M Carroll, in jaw, sligl^tly; Harrison Rogerson, stun- 
severely ; Privates Sherman J Blount, ^^ • 

in side, slightly: James G Heath, in Company I, Lieut. Coalton Sparks, 
neck, severely; James H Horn, in commanding — Killed: Lieut. Coal- 
arm, severely; Andrew J Smith, ton Sparks. AVounded: Private D 
stunned. C Caudel, in head and thigh severe- 

Company B, Lieutenant JnoTWil- ^^5 Meredith Cheek, in thigh se- 
kerson, commanding — Wounded: merely. 

Corjwral Daniel Corson, in leg, slight- Company K, Capt. S W Noble, 
ly; Privates Lorenzo D Manning, in commanding — Wounded: Sergeant 
shoulder and thigh, slightly; W^il- J B. Noble, in ear slightly; Privates 
liam B Neil, in abdomen, mortally. L J Howard, in leg severely; Stephen 
Company C, Lieutenant John F Howard, in shoulder slightly. 

Guthrie commanding-KiUed: Pri- recapitulation. 
vate John L Barnhill. Wounded: 

Corporal James D Wilson, in hip. Officers killed, 2; officers wound- 
slightly; Private R. W. Moore, in ©d, 3; enlisted men killed, 4; enlist- 
arm, severely. ed men wounded, 30. Total, 39. 

Company D, Sergeant S L Brown, I am sir, very respectfully, 

commanding— None. Your obedient servant. 

Company E, Lieut. J Q Jackson, W. L. Faison, Adj't. 

commanding — Killed: 1st Sergeant 

A W Wooten, Lieut. J Q Jackson, 

in arm severely; Private J P Suggo, ^^ the Express of Thursday, Au- 

in arm and leg severely. gust 4, 1864, appears the following: 
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WILCOX'S (OLD) ALABAMA Company C, Serjeant T Simmons, 
BRIGADE. oommanding-Wouiided : Jno Brooks, 

[Reported for the Petenburg Expreae.] severe. 

List of casualties in Wilcox's (old) Company D, Capt. J W Cannon, 
Alabama brigade, commanded by <»mmandmg— Killed: S D Green- 
Brigadier General J C C Sanders, in 7«fJ: Wounded: J L Mclntyre, 

the engagement on the 30th July, »"«"*• ,. « tt m-..j 

near Pitersburg, Va : Company B, Lieut. M H Todd, 

commanding — Wounded: Sergeant J 

8th ala.ba.ha beqiment — CAPT. M. L Preston severely 

w. MOBDECAi, COMMANDING. Company F, Capt. J C Feather- 

Field and Staff— Wounded: Ser- ston, commanding— Killed: Sergeant 

geant Major J P Harris, severe. a McWilliams. Wounded: Corpo- 

Company A— Killed: Private Sam- rol G H Stewart, severely. 

pie Orr. Wounded: Private M D Company H, Lieut. B. Fuller, 

i. uakes, Slight. , , ^ . ^ commanding- KiUed: Sergeant C 

Com^ny B-Wounded: Capt G jackson. Wounded: H I^tter«on, 

T L Robinson, severe; Private A Ed- ^^^y ^^ ^^^^ ^^ 

wards, slight. Company I, Lieut.- B T l^vlor, 

^^^^^ 'fe-.^S. t\ J^!!^J- commanding-W;ounded: Geor^W 

B-Baugh, com- 
manding — Killed: L Martin. Woun- 

^^^^* T^ xxT ^ ^ T> • 4. ^^- W Henry Wallace, severely; 

Company D-Wounded: Private p v Winfrey, severe. 

Malone, severe. ^[illed, 5; Wounded, 10. To- 

Company F — Killed: Corporals tal 15 

(Jeorge Lee and Charles Barefield. ' 

Wounded: Private J W Dunn, I^H Alabama regiment— capt. 

slight. W. L. BREWSTER, COMMANDING. 

Company G-Wounded: Privates ^^^^ ^^^ Staflf-None. 

Robert L Wilson, severe; and Ja<5k c)ompany« A -Killed: Corporal 

Person, severe. j^l^j^ g Moriis. Wounded: Privates 

Company H-KiU^ ^^^^ ^ James Lee, severe; Hiram Bice, se- 
Buck. Wounded: Private W O ^^^.^ ' ' ' 

Jackson, severe. ^ ^ ^. ^ Company B— Wounded: Lieut. T 

..^^l^^ I-Wounded: Private j Hickman, slight; Private L C 
M Chahn, inortally F^lke, sever^. 

Company K-KiUed: Private C company C-None. 

??i, ^^^' ^^ .o rr ^ 1 io Company D— None. 

Killed, 6; wounded 13. Total, 19. company E-Killed: Private W 

9th ALABAMA REGIMENT— COL. J. Saxou. Woundcd: Privates J L 
H. KING, COMMANDING. Biisby; scvere; G A Adair, slight. 

Staff and Field — Killed: Lieut. Company F — Wounded: Sergeant 
J D Chandler, acting a41utant. E J Roberts, slight; Private J B 

Company A, Capt. Hays, com- Martin, martally. 
manding — Wounded: Sergeant John Company G — Killed: Lieut. John 
Butler, severely; Corporal L T Francis. 
Smithy severely. ComjMuiy H — Killed: Privates E 



I 
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S Moore and FM Anderson. Wound- 14th Alabama begiment — capt. 
ed: Private Allen Pierce, slight. elias folk, commanding. 

A ^^L ^ ~ Wounded: PWTate ^^^^ andStaff-KiUed: Capt. Elias 
Albert Battles, mortal; JacobChauy, Folk, commanding regiment; Lieut. 
* ^^ -rr Tr-n j t._- ^ t m F V FonvUle, acting adjntant. 

llTH ALABAMA BEGIMENT — LIEUT. CJompany F — Killed: Private Jas- 

C»L, G. E. TAYLOE, OOMMANBINO. P«r O'Neil. 

Field and Staff-None. Company G- Wounded: Isaac 

•a a ^ wi«ix ^j:.,, J „ . Shadis, mortal. 

Conipany A -Killed: Sergea^ ComW H-Wounded: H M 
John J Carter, Corporal Thomas H j^^^.^^ ^ j j, j j^ 

Sir" WoundS^ SerTiS" J vere;^^^ LaW, sUght. 
^Tams,^?;ht1'J^iv?t2rw Bis*" ^ie^'SSuJ"'^'""'"'^ ' ' ^"' 

JoZ'wSy^St^""'' "'"'' '^'^^' ^' --^-^' '• ^«*^^' ''■ 
Company B— Wounded: Private beoapitulation of losses. 

M P Hamilton, slight. off'^^S^o. o'S? Me^o^'xcn 

Company C— Wounded: Corporal 8th Ala. Reg't, 1 5 2 11 19 

J F Gandy, severe; Privates John 9th '' '< 1 4 10 15 

W Carnes, severe; E L Waller, se- 10th '^ '' 1 5 2 10 18 

vere; Private Thos W Winn, severe, 11th '' '' 5 7 2 15 27 

on July 31st, 1864. 14th '< '< 2 1 7 10 

Company D — Killed: Lieut. John "89 

W Cole and Private Joseph W Geo. Clark, A. A. Gen. ' 

Thomi)8on. Wounded: Private Cal- 

vin Noble, slight. In the local column of the Express 

J SSn^ E-Kill^: Private A ^^ j^j^^y^ ^^^^^^ 5^ Ig^^^ ^pp^^ 

Company F— Wounded: Capt. J *^® foUowing: 
C Caddell, severe; Lieut. PM Vance, casualties in the sixth va. 
severe; Private S M Wright, severe. infantry. 

Company G — Killed: Lieut. H T In publishing the casualties in 
Williamson and Private Wm H Leo- Mahone's brigade, in the engage- 
X)ard. Wounded: Sergeant P K ment near this city on the 30th ult., 
Thomx>son, severe; Corporal James we were unable to give a full list of 
McGee, slight; Privates James M those occurring in the Sixth Virginia 
Kent, severe; David Shamblin, Infantry. We give a correct list 
slight. this morning: 

Company I — Killed: Capt. L Field and Staff— Wounded: Lieut. 
Harris. Col. H W Williamson, severely; En- 

Company K — Killed: Private W sign H 8 Wright, dangerously. 
M Ijovelady. Company A — Killed: Corporal G 

Killed, 10; Wounded: 17. To- M Hudgins. Wounded: 1st Lieut, 
tal, 27. J L Hopi)er, severely; 1st Sergeant 
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W H Whitehurst, slightly. Miss- Warnaok, slightly; T H Tibbs, Be- 
ing: Sergeant William Banks, Pri- verely. 

vates A F Jones and McHenry. Company K — Killed: Privates 

Company B— Wounded: Sergeant William T Fuqua, Benjamin E 

W V Dudley, slightly; Privates P^^a^P ai^d A A Cotton. Wounded: 

JamesGregory, William Warden, se- <^apt. David M Goode, slightly; Ist 

verely. Missing: Ist Lieut. F White- Lieut. Samuel Flournoy, severely; 

hurst. Privates Jesse Shields and W Corporal JuUus Condry, dangerous- 

Gaunto. ly; Privates H C Coleman, slightly; 

Company C-KiUed: 1st Lieut. S i,^.^^??^' ^^7f^^yV^ .^^™®^' 

M Spratt. Wounded: 1st Sergeant J ^ ^^^^^^^ w??}*^^' ]f^'^I^'^^' 
T J Henderson, severely; Privates dangerously; William CPurdie dan- 
E Buchanan, slightly; Jo Wright, f ^^^^/J '^^^ Bass, dangerously; A 

severely. Missing: F. Padgett. ^^'"'''^^ T^^''^]^ ' ^^A^^^^^ 

^ T^ xfr 3 1 ^ i. a Thomas J Martin, C C Ellett, Ed- 

^J^J^''^,^"^^''''?'^^- ^^* ?^?; "iondC Goode. 
geantR Banks, severely; Serg^ntW Eighty-five men carried into ac- 
Coats, dangerously; Privates Joseph ^ion; greater portion of the wgi- 
James, severely ; G Dixon, severely ^^^^ ^^ ^^ /^ket. 

Company E — Killed: Sergeant M • 

Babb. Wounded: Sergeant W H hecapitulation. 
Pierce, severely; Privates Jo F May, Killed, 13; wounded, 50; missing, 
severely; and H Holland. Missing: 12 • Total 75. 
Private W Taylor. 

Company F— Killed: Sergeant D ^^ ^^® same paper, the Iltpress of 
M Drewry, Private F C Fizzle. Friday , August 5, 1864, appears the 
Wounded: Capt. A Coke, slightly; following : 
1st Lieut. J J Cornick, slightly; 2nd WISE'S BEIGADE 

^'^""l' V^?^^^' severely; 1st Ser- ^ Reported for the Petersburg ^press,] 
geant W H Eainey, severely; Pri- t • 4. r li.- • xi. \r^^ • 

vates W P Wilkins, G W Stone, A J^f ^^ caaualti^ m the 59th regi- 

White, severely; and John James, K^I^'^J'T^^'^n.^^^^^ ^^"^ 

sliffhtlv brigade, July 30th, 1864: 

^ ^' ^ ,xx ^ , o. . Capt. Henry Wood, commanding, 

Company G— Wounded: Sergeant Wounded slightly in the head. 
John F Hill severely; a)rporal Company A, E C Thompson, com- 
Chandler Hill, severely; Privates manding— KOled: Private W B 
Helvin, severely; Black Malode. Hurndon. Wounded: P Sweeney, 
Missing: Private Wm H Whitmg. severely in shoulder. 

Company H— Killed: Capt. David Company B, Lieut. W. F. Elmore, 
Wright, Privates Peter GiUilane, commanding — Killed: Charles H 
William J Eoberts. Wounded: Pri- Stainback, W H Mize and William 
vates Frank Higgins, slightly; Wil- S Jackson. Wounded: Corporal R 
liam B Wellons, slightly; George C M Lucker and Privates A B Cross 
Crockett, dangerously. and T A Peebles. 

Company I — Killed: Privates Company C, Lieut. John H Ed- 
Benjamin Crowfield and Thomas J wards, commanding — Killed: Pri- 
Cory. Wounded: Sergeant George vates T D Cole, W M Dance. 
C Anderson, slightly; Privates Wil- Wounded: Privates L Hart, J W 
liam Walthall, severely; Thomas J Dunkley. 
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Company D — Lieut. E A Miller^ ready given, could not be obtained for 

commanding— Killed: None. Woun- publication in this Appendix.* 

ded: None. 

Ck)mpany E, Lieut. N P Oliver, 

oommanding-KiUed, None. Woun- DESCmiOH OF ILLUSmTIOHS. 
ded: Henry Evans. 

Company F, Sergeant A MiUer, BaiUe of the Grater — View No. 1. 

commanding-Killed: None. Wound- This picture, taken from the site 

teted''^''*^ Meredith, arm ampu- ^^ ^^ Davidson battery, just south 

Company G, Sergeant J L Oi- ^^ *^® ^^^^ ^^^^^ » P^rt of which 

bum, commanding— KiUed: None. ^ plainly visible, looking north. 

Wounded: None. shows the site of the Crater, upon 

Company H, Sergeant J E Wal- which have grown in the last twenty- 
son commanding-lolled: Coi^raJ fi^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^f ^11 ^j^ 
L T. Cheatham, Privates W H . ., , . . x ^, . i.^ /► t^/t r^ i. 
Tucker, W W PhiUips. Wounded: ^^^^® J^«^ ^ ^® ^^^^ ^^ ^^- ^'^^■ 
Sergeants J C Watson, mortally; M fit^'s bam, Mr. Griffith's house be- 

T Goodwynne, severely in shoulder, ing to the left. 
Privates Josiah Johnson, severely in The line of small trees to the right 
arm and side; T A Fowlkes, sUghUy ^^ ^he cluster of taU trees are along 
m head; G C Overton, slight. xu v r 4.1. 4. i mi. t ^ 
Company I, F S Mo^by, command- ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^^- ^he hue of 
ing— Killed: None. Wounded: 1st larger trees on the right of the pic- 
Sergeant Robert Johnson, severely turestand within the line of the Fed- 
in arm; Private Palmer, slightly, eral breast- works and along the west 

C. R. Bailey, bank of Taylor's Creek. 
2nd Lt. Co. G. and Act'g Adg't. The open field in front of the Gra- 
in all of the foregoing lists of cas- ter that was swept by one of David- 
nalties there may be errors. In the son's guns, manned by a detachment 
list of casualties of the 12th Virgin- of men from the Otey battery under 
ia regiment some are noticed, as for Maj .D.N. Walker, is visible in front, 
instance the placing of Privates Rich- and to the south, of the line of small 
ard B. Davis and Putnam Stith in trees above mentioned. 
Company F instead of Company E, The Confederate earth -works south 
and the mentioning of Sergeant J. of the Crater ran south west wardly 
E. Whitehorne, of Company F, as just to the right of the bam for 
James Whitehorne. But it must be about 125 yards, then bore more 
remembered that the lists are simply south westwardly into Mr. Griffith's 
reproductions of the lists published corn-field, visible in the picture, there 

In the Express. "'" 7^ T 777 

^ * Should anyone who may read those pages 

It is regretted that reliable lists of note any error In any of the several lists of 

li.* • nr 1. « i_ • 1 • ^1. casualties, the request is made that the un- 

sasualties in Mahone's brigade in the dersigned be informed of the error, with a 

Maryland Campaign of 1862 and at ^*®^^^ * P^P?!^^^^M:?'JV'^ any subse- 

-^ 11 .,, , , ., , quent edition of this b<wk that may be pub- 

Jhaucellorsville, beyond those al- aahed. G. S. B. 



334 WJJl TALKS OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS. 



formed an angle and ran sontheast- the fence, as they stand in this de- 
wardly and across the Baxter Boad pression. 

about the site of the tel^raph i)ole. The sloping ground over which 
. Some time subsequently to the bat- Mahone's brigade charged is visible 
tie the course of these works was on the right or west of the fence, 
changed a little, so that after thCi The line of bushes along the de- 
change they occupied a position in pression at the northern terminus of 
this corn-field a little west of that the fence indicate the course of the 
occupied by them on the day of the branch shown in the map of Mr. 
battle. There were also changes Bives, which crosses the Ck)nfederate 
made in the location of the works breast-works and runs into Taylor's 
north of the Crater, for about 50 Creek. 

yards. They were thrown back a few On the day of the battle a body of 
feet and a picket line was run a few heavy timber stood a few yards in 
feet in front of the main line both front of the Confederate works on 
north and south of the Crater. On the ground now clear. "T\^right,of 
the day of the battle there was no Halifax,''saysCapt.McCabe, "opoi- 
picket line for a distance of 100 or 126 ed a withering fire from his h^t 
yards along the front of the Crater, guns posted on a hill to the left, nor 

In the meadow along Taylor's could he be silenced by the enemy's 
Creek, just at this i)oint, were mass- batteries, for his front was covered 
ed the 1st and 4th divisions of Bum- by a heavy fringe of pines." — [De- 
side's corps before they entered the fense of Petersburg, So. Hist. Pa- 
Confederate earth-works after the i)ers, vol. II, p. 286.] 
explosion. Mr. Griffith's house is visible (hi 

Battlefield of the Grater— View No. 2. the right of the taU sycamore tree 

This picture, taken from the site of standing near the southern extremity 
Wright's battery looking south, ^^ ^^® ^^^ ^®^^- "^^"^ ^^^^ ^ 
shows the site of the Crater near the *^^ ^ ^^ '^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ °^^ 
southern terminus of the wire fence ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ *^® ^^^- '^^^ ^^ ^ 
visible in the picture, which fence ^^^ ^ *^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^® picture « 
marks the geneml course of the ^^^^^ ^^^^^ Taylor's Creek. 
Confederate breast-works north of BatUe'Jield of the Crater— No. S. 
the Crater, which were, as shown by This picture is taken with the in- 
the map of Mr. Kives, in the main strument in the corn-field at a point 
to the left or east of the fence. near, and to the north of, the point at 

The Federal occupation of these which the covered way by whidi 
trenches did not extend north of the Mahone's brigade came out the »• 
depression plainly visible in the pic- vine, depression or swale in whichit 
ture. See the tlyee small trees, the formed for its charge enters the 
tops of which are seen to the left of branch that runs along the rayine^ 
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depression or run, as shown in the Bumside massed a x>ortion of his 
map of Mr. Eives. This view, look- troops for the assanlt on the morning 
ing south, shows the ravine, depres- of 30th of July, 1864. 
sion or swale, or low ground, from Along the brow, or crest, of the 
which the charge was made. The hill to the left of the picture stood 
willow tree nearest the right of the the Confederate breast-works, some 
picture stands south of the i)oint at 200 yards of which next on the north 
which the covered way terminated, of the Crater were occupied by the 
as also does the post visible in the Federal forces and were the scene of 
picture. Th^lineofbattle was form- some of the most bloody hand-to- 
ed with its left a little up the slox>e hand fights. The Crater is in the 
(southeast) from the post, and with cluster of trees immediately to the 
its right some sixty yards south, or left of the single sycamore tree visible 
southeast, of the other willow tree on the hill to the left of the centre 
\isible in the picture. In the pic- of the picture, 
ture the slope is not as distinctly In this picture the parts of the 
marked about the i)osition from wire fence so plainly visible in View 
which Mahone's brigade began its No. 2 are not visible, although they 
charge as in i)oint of fact it is, the may be seen from the car windows of 
ground about this position being ap- the Norfolk & Western trains as they 
parently nearer a level than it ac- pass this x>oint. 
tually is. On the 30th of July, 1864, a heavy 

The charge was across the sloping body of timber stood in front of the 
field from right (west) to left (east). Confederate breast-works and ob- 
moving obliquely southeast wardly. scured from the view of the Feder- 
The treeson the left indicate the i)osi- als about the line of the railroad at 
tion of the Crater, the tall tree be- this i)oint not only these breast- 
ing the sycamore standing on the works, but also those on the hill to 
line of the works and so plainly vis- the right of the picture, the l)rejist- 
ible in View No. 2, which tree, it is works on the latter hill standing a 
said, marks the place at which Capt. little back, or west, of the trees vis- 
Broadbent was killed. ible on the brow of this hill on the 

Batae-fidd of the Crater— No. 4. right of the picture, in rear of which 

This picture is taken with the in- trees stood Wright's battery, 
strument on the track of the Norfolk For further details see note on 
and Western Railroad, at a point Pages 229 and 230, and the map of 
about two miles east of the depot in Mr. Rives there referred to. See also 
Petersburg, looking southwest, and McCabe's '^Defense of Petersburg,'' 
shows the meadow along Taylor's So. Hist. Papers, Vol. U, page 286, 
Creek, in the upper i)ortion of which, and references there made, 
seen on the left of the picture. Gen. the end. 



ERRATA. 



Page 
•t 



7, line 14, read Comrades for comrades, 

26, note 36, read H, T, Booker for H, F, Booker. 

48, line 18, read cooping for crossing. 

54, note g, line 2, insert alone between been and among. 

76, line 6, read considerably/ for considerable, 

95, line 6, read Eiheredge for Etheridge. 
113, line 21 read Hdgood^s for Hay good's, 
121, line 37, read Shafer for Shaffer. 
139, line 1 of note, read ftfty-flve for forty-five, 
148, last line of note, read an/w" for arm«. 
157, line 10, read possible for posible, 
179, line 5 of note, read Tnfantry^^ for Infantry, 
179, line 7 of note, read Leonidas If, Dean for Leonidas D, Dean, 
183, line 2, read the flank for companies. 
183, line 31, insert it between do and iVb. 

183, line 35, strike out all before the surprise, 

184, line 8, read former life tor farmrlife, 

185, lines 2, and 27, read David McConnochie for David McConichie, 
202, line 31, read^re tot four, 
204, line 9, read Planner for Flannery, 

207, line 2nd from the bottom, strike out instant before from. 
213, line 1, read Augustus C, Brotvn for Augustine C. Brown. 
213, line 4, read ''''The primary for The primary, 
213, line 19, read ^^Oeneral Beauregard for General Beaur^ard, 
230, line 26, read /;. /?. ^i/6y for L, R, Kelly. 
236, line 1 of note, resA friend for Friend, 
254, line 27 and note 17, read Cooke for Cook, 
271, note 36, read Dr, Jerman for Z>r. Jermaine, 

280, line 30, read ejopected for intended. 

281, line 2 of note 39, read 1881 for 2^8;;?. 
305, 4th line from bottom, read we for he, 

Capt. Qeo. J. Rogers, mentioned on pages 152 and 312, is of Petersburg 
—not of Kichmond, Va. Jos. J. Maelin, mentioned at page 304, is of 
Chesterfield county— not of Petersburg, Va. 
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SUPPLEMENT TO ERRATA. 

The liel of errata uboutd be amended m as to einbrai* the following: 

Page 1 of preface, line 28, read May slat f«r May esih. 

In biography of Mr. HlmoD Seward, finst paragraph, read l.tth Virginia 
Cavalry for lith Virginia Oivairy; aud Id biography of Dr. Jtihn Herbert 
Claiborne, eeuond paragrapb, read four ytara' curriculum for /our .i/ftira, 
currictitum. 

Page 29, line 19 read mountain fur mountains. 

lu tbe addrew of Governor Camerou, page 51, line 12, rend Zion Oiurrh 
for Tahcrnaclc Church, ZioD— not Taberuiitle— Churt'h being i-alled the 
"Wooden Church'' and beiog the chureh>near wbkb the line of battle 
here referred to was formed. 

In tbe Mtatement of Mr. William C. Smith, page SOS. strike out tbe 
words nf Ely's Ford next after the words the Jiappahamiuck in lines 3 
mad 29. 

lo linefl 6 and 29 of page 154 for on/j/ one hundred read orUi/ about ont: 
hundred. 

Page 179, line 8 read of a for of brif/adier^enfrnl.. 

To tbe note on page 179 referring Ut C'apt Vietor J. B. Olrardey add 
the following, having first substituted the word ii.-€ijui for dai/».- 

Od the 20th of July, 1S61, Uen. Mttboae. in a letter addressed to Gen. 
A. P. Hill, »ays: 

"There afe now with Wright's brigade for duty only two field ntncers, 
one lienteuuut-colonel, and one lui^ior, the former now oomtiianding the 
brigade, (.ieu. Wright being alineut on alnlt leave for 30 daj's. With 
no disparagement to tbe oHleer now eommanding thi» brigade, for whom 
I entertain a high regard, I am eraphalifiilly of (be opinion, that the 
belter interest of tbe servl<<e us well as iht kTi';u.T ciljrii'ij.'v ..f thin bri- 

Sade would tw most materially subnerv-eil li\ tln' ,i--i- m( of Oapi. (i. 
, Olrardey with temporary rank nf briK'.i'ln r m ii>rnl in it- I'luiNuand. 
Until very reeently this ntlleer ha* been i-^nui.-. l.-.| \\<i\t U\U brigade in- 
Itaadjutanl'geiieral from Its earliest orguiii/.iiiiim iui.i inmiie, I am i*r- 
suaded, enjoys mure of the i-untlden(M:and ri-gardur thoollicersaud men 
thereof than he, and in my Uidgmeni deservedly, no letw for his uniform 
interest (In) ila destiny and good repute, than for bin skill and gallantry 
as an oltieer. 

"Under these t-ireum stances I venture to nominate Capt. Olrardey for 
pnunotiou and aselgument us Indlealed. Besides I mav add that during 
the current eampolgn no one under my ot>servation niu) tie tttrr earned 
BUcb promotion or shown bimself more compcteui for the command of 
B brigade." 

Oen. HlU'n endorsement on the letter is as follows: 

"Res|iectrull.v fiirwarded and reeomineuded. Capl. Girardey ih eniN 
neiitly qualilii-'d for the eommand of tlie brigade iiecauHe or bis own (il- 
iiet« for the tHwitiou, hih asmwlation with the brigade, aud hln aceepta- 
blllty to it. The law was made to cover Just sueh cases as this, aud t 
knuu of none in whic^h it iwi lie applied with happier effect. Th« bri- 
gade needf it aud the country iteedH it. Capt. 0. Is a Ueorgian. 1 ho|ie 
the appfimtmenl will be made with tbe least possible delay." 

Uen. Lee'j> endorsement If as follows: 

■'Respectfully forwarded and rt'ciimniended." 

On the 3rd of August, I'iM, Capt. Oirardej- was ap|Kilnle*l lo the tem- 
porary rank of brigndier-geuerni and assigned to Ibe eommand of 
Wright's brigade. l.ew> than two weeks later, on the l«tb of August, 
in front of Ulcbmond, whilst gallantly leading the brigade In a charge 
on or near tbe Oiiarles City Boad, this gifted and brave young olUoer fell, 
bif furehead plereod by a hiu'tilc bullet. 



